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Guy hStoi Post is now appearing

Vt wa unknown. In her world peoronst have prior claim." Tie grasped aside. In the first dirs of bis wur-putlo-n

he had gone cautiously, half
fuBclnated, bait distrustful ; then the

TWELFTH INSTALLMENT

Chaptsr XXII Continued
Loder made do movement. "Ynu

, : I

THE CIIARACTEnS I THE STORY
JOHN CUIIXOTK, dumber of the Hou.j of Commons, a p-

-f to a
nuirrinire of con: .'.ion and confirmed drug addict, chanyeg ksiae'a in
Ih'e with ' '

JOHN' L()Iii:R, who is his exact counterpart in appearance. So sue-

ces.-f-fl is the dtcc'ition that the masterful Loder become bo( only
the ttrc.itf pylitici,; lieutenant of

FIIaIHK, the great party leader, butls not suspected by the gervantl OT

by Cliii ot'.'s bfuulil'ul and unhappy wife, ,

EVE, who, however, is mystified by her liusband'a change In manner. At;
a social function Loder is inveigled into a darkened tent, where

LADY LILLIAN' ASTItUPP, close associate of Chilcote, indulging her'
hobby of cry:tai-i:a7.inf- makes hini remove his rings, exposing the

on bis linKcr. Loder successfully eludes her without;
eyn!..in.'!i inn. He her as tlie woman who had embittered'

ration: wi tttrt wart tia4 waa

ibey loomed vary dark and alutotef.
What If at the very moment ef ful
milium? But invariably ha laap-pe- d

the thread of the tuppoalttoB and
turned wllh tierce, ardor te hla work

yf preparation. ..

i And io the last morning of hla pre
nation dawned, and for the first time
ha breaUisd freely. i

He roi early on the day rM wat
la wltueaa Lis great effort and dreet-e-d

slowly. It waa a splendid morn-

ing; tiie aplrlt of the spring seemed
embodied iun the air, In the palt-blu- e

sky. In the shafts of cool sun-
shine that danced from the mirror to
the dressing-table- , from the diesslug-tabl- e

I" Ihe pictures on Uie nails of
Ouilcole's vast room. Inconsequent-l-

with Its ds.urlng rose a memory of
the distant past a memory of

days when, us a child, he
had been hidden to watch the same j

him in a love till'air. Next day his fears are submerged by the interest'

mutt explain," he said, very quietly.
Lillian willed. "That's just what I

ant to do. When 1 was In my tent
n the night of Blanche's party, a

cian came to be gazed for. He came
Just like anybody else, and laid his

'
Bands npon the table. He had strong,
thin hands like well, rattier like
yqars. But he wore two rings on the

j i, (bird finger of his left hand a heuvy
signet-rin- and n plain gold one."

loder moved his hand linperoept.
14. ) till the cushion covered It. Lil-

lian's words caused him no surprise,
acareely even any trepidation. He
felt oow thnt he had expelled them,
even waited for them, nil along.

"I asked him to take on Ids rings,"
ghs went on, "and Just for n second
lie hesltuled 1 could feel lilm hesi-

tate; then he .seemed to make up IiIh

mlml, for he drew iliwu oh. lie drw
Hii'iii off, .luck, and guess what. I

'mI l'o guess!" '
'

' rr the Hist time Loder Involiin-tarll-

drew buck Into tin- - rornor of
the couch "1 never guess," he Mild,

.brusquely.-- : .

..'"Then I'll tdl you. Ills hands wore
""""the' hands of my I'ZiiMmIiiiiji tl Tin

-- rings covered the sriir nuido hy Ko
.......Ku'b teeth. I knew It instantly lit

second my eyes rented on It. It was
the same scar that I hud hound up
dozens of tliueKr-th- ' had seen
honied iiefore 1 left Siintiisulare."

"And you? What dlil you do?"
Loder felt it singularly difficult and
unpleasant speak.

he takes in the political situation growing out of Kussta a act in.
a Isrsa force to the. scat of the insurrection against the'

Sh:.h in Persia, ilo nppeurg as spokesman for his party in Parliament
ilelivci-i- T n briiliunt address attacking the government's lax policy.
lie is enjoying thrill of this political triumph when recalled by:
Chilc'ile, who his own life. Chilcote meets Lady Ullian and'
niaki- - nn nppnintiticut to ilinc with her the next day. He forgets ali
ahi.iit t:io uppoininieiit mid again changes places with Loder, who,
mitinjr the at'd the phrase "Talk With L" in Chilcote'a engagement
iinol;, nii;,l;ike'i it lor nn appointment with

LAKKI.Y, pul.li: her of St. George's. Loder is startled when he is ushered
into ,!;. A- ti upp's home and presence instead. Silo briefly sketched

,an ffiiiy Imn affair and then tells. Loder- thaii Uie- man who figured
in it turned tin the oilier nicht at Ludi' Dranifell's party, providing

reality, the extraordinary tangibility
of the position abad gripped blut
when, matching himself for the first
time with men of bis own caliber, he
had letrued hb) real weight on the
day of hla protest against the Easter
adjournment. With that kuv.rledge
had been born the dominant faotor
In his whole echeuia tbe overwhelm-

ing, insistent desire to manifest bis
power. That desire tluit Is the

or the ruin ef every strong
man who has once realised his
strength. Supremacy was th note
to which his ambition reached. To
trample out Chllcote's footmarks
with his own had been his tacit In-

stinct from the first; now It rose
inrumount. It was the whole theory

of creation Ihe Survival of the fi-

ttestthe deep, egotistical certainly
that he was the belier man., '., :

Am! it was wllh this conviction
that he entered on the'vltul period
of his dual career. The liniiilniit
crisis,' nnd his own share In It, ab-

sorbed him absolutely. In the weeks
Hint followed his answer to Pruld's
proposal he gave himself ungrudging-
ly to his work. He wrote, read, slid
planned wllh tireless energy; he

forcot lo eat, and slept only
through sheer exhaustion; In the
fullest sense of the Word lie lived
for the culminating hour that was to
bring him fuilure or success.

lie seldom' left flrnsvellor Square
in t lie days that followed, except lo
confer with his par-ly.- ' All his Inter
est, all hisvrelaxatioii even, lay In his
work and .what pertained to It. His

strength as like a solid wall, his In-

telligence wus sharp and keen its
steel. The moment was his : and by
sneer miisiery or win lie pui oilier

iishleratlons out of sight. He for
got Chilcote and forgot Lillian not
because they escaped hW memory,
but because he chose to shut them
from It.

Of Evo he saw but llftle In this.
time of high pressure. When a man
touches the core,, of his impurities,

noils' his best Into the, work ihutln
his eyes stands piiruuioupt,, there Is

little". plu.ee. for,, and no need of wa-- ,

man. She comes before uud after.
She or eoiii-

ep :iril t ntS'Sterv.

ri - - . -
' is e w

"'" "Ah, Mint's the point. Thai's where
I wus stupid and made my mistake.
I shoul'J have spoken to him on the
moment, hut I didn't. you know
how one sometimes hesltutes. After-
wards It 'jus too late."

, "Hat yon saw imn afterwords In

ty,t rooms?" I.oder ispoke
liugly. ...

"No, I didn't that's the other joint.
I didn't see hin hi the rooms, uud 1

hsvai't seen lilm since. Directly he
was gone, I le.ft the tent I

to be hungry aud, bo'ed;
but, tliujr!t,I.,irttf .(trough "very
obm,i Se ?wm h(ju'irjr'T.j

'
foimdi

OtfcptV 's!ts''neltiV(f iiid 'laiiglied
again "once I thought I had found
hint, but It,: waonly yVur-yb- m, is
7ti stood In. that door-tra- with your
mouth mid elilq hidden ;by iLeonuisl
Kulnes' head. Wasn't It a quaint
mistake?" ;: ,, ..

Ther was onuhcerliiln psino.
Theu lAiilnr, feelluK Uie need of
peecti," broke 'the siiencsi suddenly.

"Wtiar oo I ctfiie lu?" he askeu
abmptly. "VPiwt am 1 wanted for?"
"TP help to throw light on the mys-

pleies; but the achievement, the cre gluneed" it': Kw he acknowledgid-atl.Mij'ls'lii"an- 's

ulonp."'Atlrt-'aII'Wle"f'1i- ;' stir of his feeling, but he made
women Jimlei-slnn- and, yield;" to, tblsino utipmpt vo ilertue )ts cause. He
iiii:qM?keti' precept,- i could no more have given reason for

' Kve watched the progress of, his his s.ensailo'14 than, he could .have
labor, and In the depth of Iter own to'.i th- - d:"- - vn "'Vfh,
heiiri thewatchlng1 ciinie nearer tn coming dowi'iulrs at eight o'clock;,'

' hti'rstmm.i'tf:m-tt-

living than' any' activity she ;

hud liiiowq. '" She, Was ap
it .nil who' stood,. as ft

weroj on the steps o( Hie Hjcrns'wlio,
by a single forward movement, could
feel it lie sand under her feet tly?
bream ot ' ha'. tie oil lier fare J aud
In. this U. .'It h rested
lied. !

" there' wasn't a'

pie loved or bated, were spiteful or
foolish, were even quixotic or dis
honorable, but thev seldom made
scaes. Loder tacitly saw uud tacitly
accepted this.

possibly they ate extremely little
during the course of the dinner, and
talked extraordinarily much on sub
jects that interested neither; but the
main point ut least was gained.
They dined. The conventionalities
were appeased; the silent, watchful
servants who wulled on them were
given no food for comment. The fact
that Loder left Immediately after din-

ner, the fact that he paused on the
door-ste- after the hall door had
dosed behind him, and drew a long,
deep breath of relief, held only nn
Individual significance and therefore
did not count. ,

On reaching fliilcole's house he

passed at once lo ihe snuly and
for the night, lint

scarcely had he taken advantage of
IiIb solllude by settling Into an arm-

chair utiil lighting a cigar, than
displaying un unusual amount

of haste and importance, entered the
room carrying u letter.

Seeing. Loder, he cnine forward nt
once. ".Mr. iiian brought
this, sir," he explained. "He was
most piiriictilar to give it Into my
hands making sure 'twould reach
you. Jc's waiting for an answer,
sir."
, .Loder. rose nnd look the letter, a

quick thrill of speculation and Inter-
est springing across bis mind. I lur-

ing his lime of banishment he had
followed the political situation wllh
feverish allelilion. lnsupportably
chafed hy 'the desire to share in It.
upprehenslvely chilled at the thought
of Chllcote's possible behavior. He
knew that In the comparatively short
Interval since Parliament had risen
no act of aggression had marked Ihe
Husslan occupation of .Meshed, but
he also knew that and his
folluwers looked askance at that
great power's aiulal.le altitude, and
at sight of Ids leader's message his
lmiiilLt.il stirred. ;.

Turning to the nearest lump, he
tore'the envelope open and sennne.'i
the letter anxiously. It was wrltien
In Frahle's own clour, somewhat

writing, anil opeiied wllh
a, kindly rebuke for his ileseriloii of
hiui, since the day of his sp oeh ;

then Immediately, nnd with charac-tertlsll- c

clearness.' it opened up the
subject nearest the writer's mind.'.

Very slowly and attenllvely Loder
reud the letter; and with the

quiec that with him Invnrlnhly
covered emotion, he moved to' the
desk, wrote n note, nnd handed It to
the waiting servant. ' As the iiuiii
turned towards the door he called
him.-

j "Renwlok!" lie said, sharply,
"when you've given lluit letter to Mr.
Fruide's servant, ask .Mrs. Chilcote If
ahe cun spare me live minutes."

Whel. ltenwlck hud gone and
closed the door behind him, Loder
paced the room with feverish activ-

ity. In one moment the aspect of
life hail been changed. I'ivc min-

utes since he had been glorying In

the risk of ll barely saved situation;
how that slttuitiop with Its merely
social, complications had become n
matter of small Importance.

His long, striding steps had car-

ried him to the fireplace, and his
back wus towards the door when nt
last the handle turned. He wheeled
round to receive Kve's message; then
a look of pleased surprise crossed his
face. It was Kve herself who stood
In the doorway.

Without hesitation Ms lips parted.
"Eve," he suld. abruptly, "I have had

great news I Itussia has shown her
teeth at lust. Two caravans belong-
ing to u ltrlllsh trailer were yester-
day Interfered wllh by a band of
Cossacks. The iillalf occurred n cou-

ple of miles outside of Meshed; Ihe
traders remonstrated, but the l!us--

slans made sumninry use of their
advantage. Two l'.ngllslinien were
wounded and one of them has since
died, l'raide has only now received
the news which cannot be over-
rated. It gives the precise lever
necessary for the big move nt the
reassembling." He spoke with great
earnestness and unusual haste. As
he finished he took a step forward.

Hut that's not all!" he added.
Kralde wants the great move set In

motion by a great speech and he
has asked me to make It."

For a moment Kve waited. She
looked at him lu silence; and In that
silence be read In her eyes the re-

flection of hla own expression.
'Anil you?" she asked, In a sup

pressed Tolce. "What answer did
you give?"

He watched lier for nn Instant,
taking a strange- pleasure In her
flushed fuce anil brilliantly enger
eyes ; then the Joy of conscious
strength, the sense of opportunity
regained, swept all other considera-
tions out of sight.

"I accepted." he said, quickly.
Could any man who merely "hu

man have done otherwise?"

That was Loder's nttitildo and ac
tion on the night of his Jeopardy and
his euccesa, ami Ihe following day
found bis mood unchanged. He was
one of those rare lndividuala who
never give a promise overnight and
regret It In the morning. He was
alow to move, but when he did
the movemeut brushed all obstacle!

unhesitatingly at the less risky
theme.

She looked up at him. "You're nl
ways nicer when you smoke," she
persisted, caressingly. "Light a clga
rette and give ine one."

Loder's nioutli became set. "No,"
he said, "we'll stick to Mils advice
business. It Interests r.ie."

"Yes afterwards." ,
"No, now. You want to find out

why this Englishman from Italy was
at your sister's party, uud why ho
disappeared?"

I here are limes when n tiiallirn.int
obstinacy seems to affect ccriuln
people. The answer LIHlan

was hi p , her hiind over
l.ii'ler's wntsti'iiiil. anil his
clKiirelie iiikc. i Irnw It from tile
pocket. ,:

He affecieil mil t" see it. "Ho ynii
Ihliili hi), y.. iilv.i-i- ynu lu HimI

Ifltijr" In' lii,8.i'il, ilcspcniii'ly.
i She held mil the ease. "Horn arc
your elt'iireites. Vmi know we're al-

ways amre social when we s;iiolio."
In Interval while site

looked iip Into his fcicc several ideas
passed throiiali Loder's inliul. tic
llMintlit uf slnnillliK up Kiiddi'iil.v niil
so regiilniliir'lils ailviiulilc ; lie wn
dcred nulfkly wliclher one Inliul
could possibly siilllco for tlio tukiii
out and llifhtlni: of two cIkuiviics
men all need for specuhitluii wns
luisiieii smlileniy ay,de. ;

Lillian, looking in:o his face, saw
his fresh look .of illsiurliance, and
from long experience aaaln chunked
her tactics. Laylni: thu clxaii'ili
case on the couch, she put one hum!
ou his shoulder, tho other on his left
arm. Hundreds uf times this cares-slu-

touch hud ituleled C'lillcote.
"Pear old hoy!" she said, sooth-

ingly, her hand moving slowly down
hla arm.

In a Hash of undersianding the
consenueuces of this poslilou came
to him. Action was Imperative, al
whatever risk, With an utmipt ges-
ture he rose,

The movMiieol was awkward, ft"
got to hlsifevt preclpliniV!v; l.llllmi

rffrewt Welt. anil startled.
atflHuj; :jiivoiinail)'J utj his left

hand tu'sieady her position.

graepeit at, then held
his.' ! tie iilud' no effort to rehvise
them... With a dogged
hiwitjho 'siliilltted hllnseir worsteil.

How long she stayed Immuvublc,
lioldlni;; his hiind, neither of HiiHii
gnew. The process 'of a w tin's n-

Silnct ls subtler so, obscure, that .It
would be futile to'lijuily to it tju-

cvitiuionplace test of time. She kept
her'liold tenaciously, as tl irh liis
Ougers possessed some peculiar vli-- .

tupftkttm'

"Wngs; Jack?"' sfie 'slilii, very
slowly. And under the two short
W'priU a whole world of liicivdulliy
aud' sunnlae inniVe Itself. felt. i

, Loder laughed. '

At the sound she dropped his hand
and rose from her knees. What
suspicious, uhut her Instincts wire
she could not huve clearly
but her action was un!i.
Without a moment's uncciialui.v m,e.
turned to rlie llrepbce, iiroscd tin-

aud with It his unnecessarily cm t

repudiation of his former opinion- -,

She reviewed each Item, then s!ic
raised tier head slowly and lookcil ut

' prepared for the gv.ncc
u,ia 'I steadily. In the long mo- -

Mil Iliat her eyes seHrched his
K ' '' "a uot '"' ',H

' "nu " w" '
" ere the man whose

uait 1 ttw ta ,h ' !,i,L'1

ftie made the statement In her usual
k , ,

nnderran her voice.
f ,,., ,

g..ln-balls- . seemed very Mr awv
ti of' u,u fahau.us.

present Interest. "You are not .1 ok
fhlli-ote.- she ssld, very slowlv. ' Veu

grt WMrieg Ids clothes, and speaking
III Ills voice but yon are not Jack
Chilcote." Her tone quickened
a touch of eirltejuent. ' Vou needn't
keep silent and look at me," she
said. "1 know quite well what t am

si) lugthough 1 dou't understand
It, though I have r.o rAl projii
Oka nused, amestai-ll- dlcc:nc--

sutls-'.t-

hi in 'I
couMu't place ao outsider ever
Squea Mirvugh Blanche's door., 1

.iiaTe questioned Bobby Hleaelugtup,
;but he can't remen4ier who caintf to
ItUe teut last. And Bobby whs sup- -

peeed to hare kept count!" She
avoke IB deep, scorn; but almost in- -

nnjiatsly tlie acorn faded and a(u
jauiltd again. "Now tiiut I've rx- -

. !eJtlusd Jack," (lit added, "whut do
itou suggest?"

' .... -JI. i
h- - 5 .?!'.!, without loltMg suround, 'I want fmxxr

' 'r.y r.nt j.T Vatt n John Losler tuid RiUh 9inc4wr an

:Iz:.Ij I.i "Tho Mac .juerader."

sun perforin the same fantastic evo-- !

Unions. The' sight and the thought;
stirred hlni curiously with- nnMiu--
iooked-fo- r sense of youth..
himself together with art added touch
of decision us he passed out .into the
corridor; and 'as he, wulked down-- .
stairs he whistled buf or twrTiif an
Inspiriting tune. ' '. '

j. j
' In the inornlng-roon- i Kve was ab
ready waiting. She looked up, .cpK
ored, and smiled as he entered.- Her
face looked very fresh unit young
and she wore- n gown of the same
pale hlmAthat she bad worn on Ills

'

lirst coining.
'

t

She looked up from an open letter
as he came Info the room, and the
sun thnt fell through ihe window

caught her in a shaft of light. Inten-

sifying lier blue eyes, her blue gown,
and the bunch of violets fastened In

1(,r Mt ,j. .oijer. stil! under the In
fluence of early memories, she seem-

ed the embodiment of some youthful
Ideul something lost, sought for, and
found again, "llcnllzatlon of Ids feel-

ing for her almost came to lilm as I19

stood there looking ut her. It hov.
ered ul.oiit lit in : it tipped lilm, ae It
were, with Ha wings; then It rose
again and soared uwoy. Men like
hlinui,eu. keen li) grasp un opening
wliei ulielr careers are concerned,
and 4erjuc!oiis Hi hold It' when once )

gnupeii uiv 'ii'eiiiienily the last .to
fou Into their iftvn hearts. He -

he I. ml (list found her waiting break
fast for Sim: Ttie tlme when all such

tii ldriits were to stand out, each t

S.nb'ety n Its appointed place, had
not ft arrived. For the moment his
voutU bad returned to him: he Dot- -

leateK the knowdge of work done,
sense of present companionship

In a world of agreeable things; above
alt, the steady, quiet conviction of his
own capacity. All these things came
to him in the moment of his entering

ffbe room, greeting Kve, and passing
to the breakfust-tsble- ; then, while
tils eyes still rested contentedly ou
the pleasant array of china and sil-

ver, while bis senses were still alive
to the fresh, earthly scent of Kve's
violets, Uie blow ao long dreaded so
slow In coming fell with accumie
lated force. ,

- i

. vjisr-
CHAPTER XXIV '" :

"THE letter through which ,. the
blow fell was not votuinlnone. It

was written on cheap paper In a dla- -

gulsed hand, and the contents cover-- '
ed only half a page. I.edsr read It'
slowly, mentally articulating every,
word : then 'he laid It down, and at
he did so he caught Kre'a eyea rais-
ed In roiieern.- - Again he saw seme--

ihlng of lils own feelings redacted la
her face, and the shock braced-him;-

he picked up the letter, tearing It
Into strips. . j

"I must go out," he said, slowly,
"I must go now at once." tils vole
wss hard. '

Kve's surprised, concerned eyes;
still searched his. "Now-- '! once?":
she repeated. "Nowrwlthout break-- :
fast?"

"I'm not hungry." He rose ieaea
his 'seat, and,' carrying the. slipj af

,mo ie nrf He dld no, muflj
from caution, as from an imperative
wish te do something, to move, If
only across the room.

Eve's glance followed him. "Is It
bad news?" she asked, anxiously. It
waa unlike her to be Insistent, bat
the was moved to the Impulse by the
peculiarity of the moment,

".No," he said shortly. "It's bull-net-

Tills was written yesterday; I
should have got It last night."

Her eyes widened. "But nobody-doe-

business at eight In the morn-- .

Ing" the began. In astonishment ;

then she suddenly broke off.
Without apology or farewell. Loder

bad left the fireplace aud walked out
of the room.

He pasted through the hall hur-
riedly, picking up a bat aa he want;,
and. reaching the pavement outside,
he went straight forward until Uros-veao-r

Squire was left behind: thea
he ran. At Ihe risk uf reputation, at
the loss of dignity, he ran until be
saw a cab. Hailing It, he aprang In-

side, and, as the cabman whipped up
sad the horse reapouded to the call,
ke realised for the first time the fall
sigaUkaace of what had occurred.

'To be cootlnuet 'ftt

r;

i

Then for the first time Loder knew ltrlc button, and flooded the 'in

what hla presence In the room really w'"'
meant; and at best the knowledge There Is no force so denionillzlnu-!wa- s

disconcerting. It Is not every unexpected lUrht. Loder took a

day that a man Is calleil upon to mi- - "'"I' backward, his hand hanging un-

earth himself guarded by his side: and Lillian,

"Suggest?" 'he repented, blankly. forward, caught I, again
Id rather have your Ides of ,u.1,, ''" '' Idlest, l ining U

'"'the affair than anvhody else's. Ion ","kkl-v- ' scrutliilzingly
' "

aresoileiiraiid-sariiiallcaiidkw.i- l I,,"0 "' '

Mist you can't help getting atrnlghl
'

J"",'" 10 '"m',"sl',""t'" " seldomat the iHlddle of a fact."
, they Jump short. Seeing only w lull
rWl.en j.llllsn wnu eil anything .he ,, kow,c,.ttJ,l be Very .iveet: She suddenly k lall vu sUik

.lio1;pe,! her lone; she ,,,,nllc ,,U,1. , 0 ,.
suib enly cease, to be a spoiled chlld.k, mrn( As slu. ,

I III, a perfectly graceful liiovcient , ,c , ,,,
yj drew mil.e close to Loder and ,,,, -

,,,n(.1, ,.,, ,, ,,,.
Kid gently lo her knees. ,lk() BITlWS14 ,, ,,m
J This Is nn altitude Hint few wo- lending towards one point. She re-- Iili'll cull safely assume ; It reipill'es nieinliel'cd Ihc tin V wl she and
all the attributes of youth, supple- I'lillcnt,. had talked of doubles, be.
ness, iniiT.u certain buoyant ease, scepticism and hi vehement defence
Milt Lillian never acted wllh .lusll- r Hie Idea; Ills sudden Interest In
II. all. .n, and as she leaned Inwards the iok "litlier .Men's Shoes," an.

j. Loder lier face llfled, her slight tig- hli tinutlicmn against life mid II- -
lire and pule hair softened by the irksome round of duties, she re
firelight, she iiiiide a picture Hint It inh,.red her own first coinlm-c-
would have been diltlcult lo criticise, recognition of the eyes ihal

; Hut the person who should have looked at her lu the doorway of her
; upprcelsied It siari-i- l steadily be.votid sister's house; and. last of nil, s o
'It to the lire. Ills mlml was absorb- rrineintiered IMillcote's linaccoiiutal.le

ed by one question-- - Hie ipirstlou of avoidance ol the same suble t of like
how he might reasonably leave the uesses when she had mentioned li
house before discovery heesioe ss- yesterday driving through the 1'nik

'

There were hours when Loder
seemed scarcely conscious of her ex-

istence; but on those occasions she
smiled in her serene way and went
on walling:. She knew that each day,
before the afternoon had passed, he
would come into her sitting-room- bis
face thoughtful, his hands full of
books or papers, and, dropping Into
one of the comfortable, studious
chairs, would ask laconically for tea.
This was her moment of triumph
and recompense for the very un-

consciousness of hla coming doubled
Its value. He would sit fur halt an
hour, with a preoccupied glance, or
with keen,, alert eyes fixed on the
lire, while his Ideas sorted them-

selves and fell Into line. Sometimes
he wus silent for the whole alf-hour,

sometimes he commented to
himself lis he scanned bis notes : but
on other and rarer occasions he talk-

ed, speaking his thoughts and his
theories aloud, with the enjoyment of
a man who knows himself fully In

his depth, while Kve sipped her tea
or stitched peacefully at strip of
embroidery.

On these occasions she made a

perfect listener. Here and there she
encouraged him with un intelligent
remark, but she never Interrupted.
She knew when o be silent and when

to speak ; when to merge her own

Individuality and when to make It
felt. In these days of stress and
preparation lie. came to her uncon--

sclouslv for rest; he treated lier us

he might have treated a younger
brother relying on her ilhscrelion,

turning to her aa by right for sympa-
thy, comprehension, and fslendshtp.
Sometimes, us they sat silent In the
richly colored, homelike room, Eve
would pause aver her embroidery
and let her thoughts spin momenta-

rily forwurd-pl- n towarda the point
wliere, the brunt of bis ordeal passed,
he must of necessity seek something
beyond mere rest. But there her
thoughts would luevitably break oil

and the blood flame quickly Into her
cheek.

Meanwhile Loder worked persist-
ently. With each day that brought
ihe crisis of Kralde'a scheme nearer,
his activity Increased and with It
an Intensifying of the nervous strain,
("or if he had his hours of exaltation,
he also had his hours of bltck appre-
hension. It Is sll very well to exor-

cise a ghost by sheer strength of
will, but one has also to eliminate
the Idea that gave It existence. Lil-

lian Astrupp, with her unattested ev-

idence and ber ephemeral interest,
gsve him ncresl nneaslnsss; but
Chilcote and Hillcete's pasatkls sua-min- s

were matters a pva fl

tl hy lei siiciii it ml
!i'.!ii' ua-- Mid ::i tl;i' p:His;' ii.ciiri-ill-- i

;U:i lini". :. li.i i:; OCfiri'tHl.
1.. .Wr I.t jir''.-.- a full,

niilid.-ii:- r,- ;;tr. I::t:;:li. All tin-

riiilrrntjif Hriist

w til.', wiiv' rionriy
s I.illl.in wltu h:ui oin'iictl

Jt'is-- Ipt, lie. milod fi

.unit STurc lio ro- -

r. :l ('M tcirtii of wonilin Is

III'. ...l.li ..1.,''. le.. said, quleily.
"Wllh. Ill ,l ih rie Weill.! he no color
In li le; i e w il.l nil., nlld drop
out ..T h w u Do' lilllntel-cs- ing
tone of ell ;il!:." lie paused
.mil -- uiil.-l

Al his - Lillian Involuntarily
drew tie ...!-n- In her!

j'
!..'d.

""I' y l. you
lh:iti"j

' K c, ' : - head. Wllh ca. h mo-

...cm he lei: inoi-- ceita.ii of hiin- -

"lie a,,-I tiiat - niy altitude."
he s.ii.l. "A- - a n. an 1 admire com-

etli;; - n man I fail to
r:i..w

T! r.N iel the lone bolh stung
realize lln'

sue j.ly. "I lo ou rcali.c
thai, whit your plans are, 1 can
sp..;l iheui."'

l...ler still mot her eyes. "I realize
nothing ut the sort." lie sabl.

"Then jou ii.linlt that you are not
.lack t'lillc.iteV

"I neither ,teny nor admit. My
l.h n',!y i.'' !..i:s. 1 can get twelity
ni.-.- i lo ,e.i.-ii-

- (o If nt any moment
von he. The fact that I

haven't worn rings till now will
scarcely litem."

"lint y.'ii do a.i.nlt to me, tliat
you are .lack'.'"

"1 il. ny li I'.iihigiin.l admit norti-- i

lip I si. ellcr my congratulations."
"I'p..n wli.it?"
"The same possession your ''

'

Lillian stamped her foot. Then, by
quirk efVo.t, sao conquered her

etiiper. 'I'nne me u be wrong!"
he sai.l. Willi n fresh touch of et--

itellieut, 1'u lo off your rings uud
Icir me vce your hand."

With a deliiierati gesture loder
Jon t'- l 'i! d t'ehlnd his back. "I

never gratify childish curiosity," be
said, with another smile.

Again a flash of temper crossed
her eves. "Are you sure," she auld,
"that It is quite wise to talk like
that?"

Loder laughed again. "Is that a.
threat':" ,

"Perhaps." i

"Then It's an empty one." j

"Why?" ,
Ilfiiii,). .replying he ;ivalled

looking down at Jir,'.'
"J tend he- - began, quietly,

"Ihiiryour Idea Ts to spread this wild,
liiipn. liable story to ask people to
bellelo thai plhn .Chilcote, .Whorn
hey see before .tllOlll, not Jollll

t'lllleote, hut Nomebody else. Now
you'll Mini that a harder tusk fhun
vou Imagine, This Is a sceptical'
world, ami people are absurdly fond
of their own eyesight. We are all
.ioiii'iiulists nowadays we all want
facts. The ihst thing you will be
asked for is your proof. And what
does jour proof consist of? The clr--

cuiustiiiiee Hint John I'htlcole, who:
has always despised Jewelry, has.
lately tiikeii to wearing rings! Your
own statetiit, unattended by any,
wUne-st"- ., taut wlih rhose rings o(T:
his liugi-- bears u scar belonging to;
another man! No; on close examl-- '
naio.n scarcely Imagine thnt your'
case would i.id." He stopped, fired1
by his own logic. The fulure might'
be iTillcote's but the preaetit wasl
his; mid this present with Its lin-- ;

measurable possibilities bad lieen'i
reicucd from cntsstrophe. "No,"

agulu. "Wlien you get your-proo- f

iierhape we'll have another'
talk but till then"

"Till then?'' She looked up quick-
ly: but almost at once her question
died away.

The door lisd opened, and the
who l,s, I admitted Loder stood in

l he opening.
"Pinner is served!" he announced,

lu bis defereutlsl voice.

CHAPTER XXIII "
AND I.oder dined 'with Lillian

Astrupp. Ve live In an age when'
society expects, even eiacte, tuueb.,
He dined, not through bravado aud
not through cowardice, but because
It seemed the obvious, the only thing
to do. To htm a acene of any de-

scription ,j djstaijeULl

'?

urea.

Lillian, attentively watchful of him,
saw the mi easy leok, and her o a
face fell. Hut, as she lookrd, an lu- -

yiiHuvii Hiu7 iw uw a leiiinu- -

brance ef many Interviews with t'lill.
tote auieothrd and facllllated by the
tlloeiy nee of tobacce.
i "Jack," ahe asld. aoftly. "before

u eey another word I Insist en tourC'htlng a cigarette" Kue leaned' for--

.ward, resting against lits knee.
,t..At km: word.iUdrt left the

' ,"U,1, t'""
aed (fer i new jd mere 'a.nlnent

f'm r,k .IK ,!
wish Pa smoke. .

"It laa'l t mailer ef what you wish
.but uf Wat I aay. ne emlleU. She
kasrw that Chlicete witk a vlgaietie
Deiween nie mm w n,nuneiy more
traxtaWe fkan Chlk-ot- s sitting idle,
and ahe had o Intentleu ef Ignorina
'the knirwledge. fi

But loder onugeit t lier w.nli
"Betr on krdered te aiuoke,"
be aid, "yeu told me te give you
mm !. Xtnu trm eoaumaad


