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"Well," he said, "what d'you think

hut at last Ms own Irrepressible
made silence unendurable. Ho

caught up tils pencil anil tapped im-

patiently on the desk.

"Chilcote," he wild, quickly and
with a gleam of sudden anxiety,
"you're not by tiny chance doubtful
of yourselfi"

At sound of his vftlcp Loder lifted
his face: It was quit pule again, but
tilt energy ttnd resolution thai had
come Into It when t.niely first spoke
were still to be seen.

"No, 1. itkely," he sahl, very slowly,
"It's not the surf of mniiteM In which
it man it uibts himself."

THE CHARACTERS IX THE STORY j
JOIIN C1IILC0TE, member of the House of Commons, a party to ft mar-- j

riaRe of convention, and confirmed drug addict, changes places in
life with

JOHN. LODER, who is his exact counterpart in appearance, after making
a near spectacle of himself in Parliament, despite the promptings of

Fit A IDE, the gre'at party leader. So successful is the deception that
Loder. becomes not only the strong political lieutenant of Fraide but
is never suspected by the servants or by Chilcotc's beautiful wife,

EVE, who, however, is mystified by her husband's change in manner.
At a social function Loder is inveigled into a darkened tent, where

LADY LILLIAN ASTUUPP, close associate of Chilcote, is indulging her
hobby of crystal-gazin- and makes him remove his rings, exposing the
give-awa- y scar on his linger, ltealizing his great danger Loder induces
young

BLESSIN'GTON to tell her she had been deceived by the darkness in her
first belief that Chilcote was the subject. The following morning his

sharp consciousness off personal dif-

ficulties, was given immunity.
Pitching bis voice in that quietly

masterful tone that beyond all others
compels attention, he took up his
subject and dealt with It with

force. Wirh great skill
he touched on the steady southward
advance of Russia Into Persian ter-

ritory from the distant days when,
by a curious irony of fate, Itusslun
and HtitUu enterprise- combined to
make entry Inro the country under
tiio sanction nf the Oraud-Huk- of
Moscovy, to tho present hour, when
this great power of ltussln lone
since nllenated by Interests nnd de-
sires fwi,i hor former eooperntor

listened to his speech. Passing at
once Into tho room, he crossed as If
by Instinct to the desk, and there
halted. On the top of some unopened
letters lay the significant yellow

of a telegram the elegrain
that tn nn unformed, subconscious
way had sprung to his expectation
on Hie mo m ent of .Fraide's cougmt-uiutlo-

,

Very quietly he picked It up, open-
ed and rend It, and, with the auto-
matic caution that had become habit-
ual, carried It across the room and
dropped it In the tire. This ?ono, ho
returned to the desk, road the letter
that awaited Chilcote, and, scribbling
the necessary notes upon the mar-
gins, left them In readiness for
lireenlng. Then, moving with the
same quiet suppression, he passed
from the room, down the stairs, and
out into the street by the way he had
come.
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"; CHAPTER XX MWTTr

Tie fnmMM for rfrotntenT wftTT (Si"
collar of his coat, and glanced far
lively upward towards Oxford 8trat.

But agfdu LUltan amIUd tola
tltue to herself. If she. understood
anyChlu on earth it was Chllcotft
and bis moods. "

"If one may be careless of any-
thing, Jaolc," she said, lbjhtiy, fstiraJ
It's of time. I can traafine batntf
pressed for anytblnf eUe In to
world. If It's an aprpolatment you'r'
worrying nbout a motor goa erer
so much master than a caJb 0he
looked at htm tentatively, her head
slightly on one side, her muff raised
till the roses and aume ot the. soft
fur touched her cheek.

She looked very charming nnd very
persuasive as Chlleoto glanced back.
Again she seemed to represent a re-

spite something graceful and subtle
In a world of oppressive obligation.
His eyes si rayed from her figure to
tho smnrt motor-ca- r drawn up beside
the curb.

She Hitw the glance, "Ever s inch
quicker," she Insinuated; nnd, sin fl-

ing again, she stepped forwrird frntii
the door of the simp. After ri secv,
onrt's" Chleote followed her.

The waiting car had three seats-- one

In front for the chauffeur, two
s nt the back ottering pleas

fears are submerged by the interest he takes in the news of political
having despatched a large armed forco

ag:iinA the Shah. In response to a

Gazette,

..ax

or tins t Mow's this for u compli-
cation V

Loder turned round. "I think," he
aid, quietly, "that We can't overesti-

mate it."
Lately laughed nnd took ri long

putt at his cigar. "And we mustn't
te afraid to Jet the Sefborough crowd
know it, eh?" He waved his hand to
the poster of the first edition that
fcung before his desk.

l.oder, .following Ills glance, smiled.
Lukely laughed again. "They

Wight have known It all along, it,
they'd cured, to deduce," he ald.
"Did they really believe that lhi!ii
w as jHiik to sit calmly hmkln::;
ucross me Herl-ltu- while the Ntiafi'
piayeu ai nioiiinwug; nut what

of you Inst night? We had a

regular prophesying of the whole
business nt BramfeH's: the groat
Fraide looked in for live minute. I

went on ivlth him to the club after-- j
wards mill was there when the news
fame in. "Twas a great night !"

Loder's face lighted up. "I can
Imagine It," lie said, with an unusual
t:iii b of warmth.

Lakely watched him intently for n
moment. Then with a quick action
he leaned forward and reeled his el-- ;

hnvs t.n the desk.
"'It's going in he something more

than Imagination for you, Chilciite,"'
lie raid Impressively. "Ii's going to.
be solid earnest:" He spoke rapidly;
nnd with rather more than his usual
shrewd decisiveness; then, he paused"
to see the effect of Ids announce-
ment".

l.oder was still studying the II n

pester. At the other's wiirds he
turned sharply. Something in l.ake-ly'-

voire, something in his manner,
arrested hliu. A llnye of cohu crss- -

ed his ace. '

"iiealityV be said. f"Vhat do you!
ineanV"

Knr u further space his cnnipanhm
vuttlieI him: then with a rapid niuve--j

local be tilted back bis chair.
"Yes,"' he said. "Yes; old Frahle's

Instincts a e never far out. He's
quite ritfht. You're the man!"
.Still quietly, but with a strange

of excitement, Loder left
the If re, and, coming forward, took a

hull- - ut i ..,b..i-v- . a,...t- -
'' '

1)0 "Hua telling me what

developments, in Persia, Ku.Hu
to the Feat of the insurrection
message he goes to tle ollice of

LAITELY, pubJI.oi of ijt. George's

: & s

X
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He watched her in silence as sh poured out this tea.
Guy Bates Pest as John Lcder and Ruth Sinclair as Eve Chtl- -

nled the dltHctilty of Loder's position
and that man was Loder himself,

shnrly and stood silent for
llf .......n. kis imi,k- hmced.

n.ttflr tourhinir the sheaf f
Vu,m' rnig hi:- tie iiskc.i, in ms;,vlln, ntw, ti. fn,mer. (be,, the
old, laconic voice.

poliib-a- areiia would remain undls- -

j Lakely still scrutinized him with.mrbed; hut should the alMmportnnlan air of brisk satisfaction ; then niovenient predicted hv Lalielv
a gesture of finality be tossed (.nu. 1(U fact "before Pnrliti-ibi- s

cigar away. J(in l.(IS(, fl,r h(. j.;.,,,,.,. n.(1i
"My dear chsip," he said, "there's the first blow in the t that would

going io oe a nreaeh somewhere and
Fraide say you're the man to siemusi inevitaliiy be sirucl:. Li ibeithis:

CHAPTER XIX

A r;i) fl it f.al;ie nl,oul tliht Lodern w;- - fIV(lr fnim , SpotlSibll- -

ity ti undertake another, from l lie

moriim-- nf .March JTlh, when Lakely
had ex?:iiundcd l be imlilical lt

in i,.,. 1., .oli.-.- ..r i hi. si
CeoiTe's (Jai'.eite, to the afternotin oT

April 1st be l'ouad himself u central
Kin re in the whirl pool nf activity
thai formed Itself in

'

eiivles,
Wilfi the acumen fur, which lie

was lotted, Iikely had towelled the
of Hit situation on that

: and succeeding events, each
I'l.'iuyht whh its (tun iaiporianee, bad
established the precision uf his Xoit
cast. v

Minutely watchful of Ilussl:
I'rahle ijtiit. : ly ori:aid.e!l Ills

forces and si reipji hcitHl Ids position
with a taiesmaidM;e fc'rasji of npior-(unity- :

ami to Loder the attributes
displayed by his leader during those
t r ' days formed an endless and
ahsnrbin study. Setting the thought
of ( hihote aside. Umnriuu his mwu

pos:tl-- and ibe .he tlally ran.
lie had fully yielded to the nl,;::i!!!r
of the moment, and !n ibe Hrst ;

doin of a loose rein be had siiven un-

reservedly all thai he possessed o

activity, capacity, ami determlnnlotn
to the cause that had claimed b ut.

Slnti'ilnviy privileged in a constant
personal contact with "ruble, he
learned many valuable lessons of lacf
and organisation In those live vital;
iM.vs Unvl,' l.i. li tn,. tnrtl. s i "

whole party hung upon one Item or j

news from a country ifj'
miles n ,,y. For should Kussia sub--

due tin Insurgent l(:izani and, laden '

...oi. tiil, ii,,,,, r ,io. ,.., ..m:.---

rage during the' surer-edln- session

mean lime it was Kraide's diiliealt
position to wait and wa;eb and yet
preserve his dignity,

h wn (M1,.Iv ,n Jirtrrnilim nf
Mlllvh .nHh thll, in r1,lmnsi.
to a invitation, lunched
,..,S..tK. ,1... l.l,,u It. .:... .1.

by some communical Ions from
Wnrk, he was a few minutes late in
keeping Ids appointment, and on be-

ing shown into the dra i

found the little group of three tint
was to make up the party already
assembled Lady Sirali and
Eve. As he entered the room they
ceased to speak, and all three turned
in ids direction.

In the first moment be Jiad a vague
impression nf responding suitably to
Lady Sarah's cordial greeting ; but
lie knew that Immediately and mi- -

consciously ids eyes turned to Eve.
while a ipdck sense of surprise and
satisfaction passed tli rough him at
dght of her. Tor an Instant hf

wondered how she would mark his
avoidance of her since their la't
eventful Interview; then instantly be
blamed himself for the passing doubt.
For, before alt tilings, he knew her
to be a woman of the world.

He took Fraide's mil stretched
hand ; and again he looked towards
Ke. wailing for her to speak.

She met his glance, but said noth-

ing. Instead of speaking she smiled
at him a smile that was far more
reassuring (ban any word Ml oi.
tmit in a single second ninviycil l
iiiveiiess. apiiroiiatton, and a warm,
almost tender sense of sympathy and
comprehension. The reinei;:!,, mice of
that smile stayed with him long aft

were seated nt table; and far
the future t lie remembrance of

he luiieh Itself, vvllh Its pleasant
private sense of satisfiK'tlon, was
destined in return to him In retro-
spective inotnetlls. The delightful at-

mosphere of the Krakles' borne life
hail always been a wonder anil on
enigma to him; but on this day lie
seemed to grasp Its meaning by a
new light, im he watched Ee soften
under Its Influence and felt himself
drawn imperceptibly from the posi-
tion of a speculative outsider to that
of an intimate. It as a freMi side
to the complex, fascinating life of
which Fraide was the master spirit

These reflections bad grown agree-
ably familiar to his mind; the talk,
momentarily diverted Into uncial
channel, was quietly drifting back
to the inevitable fmstlon of the
"situation" that In private moments
was never far from their lips, when
the event that was to mnrk and sep- -

nrarf ll,ut day from those that had
Ireo - if -d It was unceremoniously

Without announcement or apology,
the door was suddenly flung open
and LkLely entetOd the room-- .

liij face, was briiuiros oq

had tUKen n stop which In the eyes
.of every thinking nnm must possess

a deep siguitloance. With quiet per
sistence be pointed out the peculiar
imsillnii of Meshed In the distant
province of Kborasun; Its vast dis-

tance from the Persian Gulf, round
which llrltlsh interests nnd Influence
centre, and the consequently alarm-
ing position of hundreds o( traders
who, in the security of Prltlsh sov-

ereignty, are fighting their way up-

ward from India, from Afghanistan,
oven from England herself.

Following up this point, be dilated
on these subjects of the British
crown who, cut off from adequate
assistance, cim on!y: turn In personal
or commercial peril to the protective
power of the nearest consulate. Then,
quietly demanding the attention of
his hearers, be marshaled fact after
fact to demonstrate the Isolation and
Inadequacy of a consulate, so sltu-nte-

the all but arbitrary power of
Tlussin, who In her new occupation
of Meshed bad only two considera
tions to withhold her from open ag-

gression the knowledge of England
as a very considerable but also n very
distant power; the knowledge of Per
sia us an Imminent but wholly Impo-
tent factor In the case.

Having stated his opinions, ho re
verted tn the motive of bis speech
his desire to put forward a strong
protest against the adjournment of
the House without tin assurance, from
the government that Immediate meas-

ures would be taken to safeguard
llrltlsh Interests In Meshed and
throughout the province of Khorassin.

'ibe Immediate oufcotuo of Loder'.'
speech was all that his party bud de-

sired. The effect on the House mid

been marked , nnd vhen, i satisfac
tory response coming to do-

main!, he had in mill :uoi s rtMnhU?
ar.a liisIs'tMi iM'ins culled 101 a divi-

sion on the motion for adjournment,
thr, result :iad been n.i applicable
fall In tho government majority.

To Loder hlimeit, the ie.i!l:.iUron
unit be b.id nt !a.t vindicated and
Justified himeif y Individual action
had a j.ecullar effect. Ills position
had altered in otio remarkable
partlcidi.r. Before this day he alone
had known himself to be strong;
iioa the knowledge was shared by
other, and he was human enough to
be susceptible to the change.

The first appreciation of It came

Immediately after the excitement of
the division, when Fraide, singling
him out, took his nrm and pressed It

affectionately.
MMv dear Chilcote," he nid, "we

are all proud of you!" Then, look

ing up Into his face, he ndded, in a

graver tone, "But keep your ml ml
upon the future; never be blinded

by the present however bright U

seems."

At the touch of his band, nt the
spontaneous approval of Ills first
words, Loder's pride thrilled, and In

a vehement rush of ambition his
senses answered to the praise. Then,
as Fraide In all unconsciousness add-

ed his second sentence, the hot glow
of feeling suddenly chilled. In n

sweep of Intuitive reaction tho moan

ing and the danger of his falsely real
position extinguished his excitement
and turned his triumph cold. With
nn Involuntary gesture he withdrew
his arm.

"You're very good, sir," he sntd.
"And you're very right. We never
should forget that there Is u fu-

ture."
The old man glanced up, surprised

by the tone.

"Quite so, Chilcote," he said, kind-

ly. "But we only ndvlse those In

whom wo believe to look towards It.
Shall we find my wife? I know she
will want to bear you home with im".

But Loder's joy In hlniself nnd bis
Kclilevpinent hnd dropped from him.
Me shrank suddenly from Lady
?arah's congratulations and Eve's
warm, silent Approbation.

"Thanks, sir," he said, "but I don't
feel fit for society. A touch of my

nerves, I suppose. He laughed

flslHiiff a cab, be drove to Orosve
ror Square, All the exultation of an
hir ago hud turned to ashes. Ills

Mrteuuut had found Its culmination
in h fiense of futllfy and premonl- -

t met no one In the hall or on
SM stairs of Chilcotc's house, and on
t Wring the study he found that also

WH ubBorbo1 tOcOGbt&Qfe

the fifth day after the
1st of April on which

he had recalled Loder and resumed
his own life Chilcote left his house
and walked towards Bond Street.
Though the morning was ctear nnd
the nlr almost warm for the time of
tiro yenr, h was buttoned Into a

long overcoat nnd was wearlnn o

inn filer and a pair of doeskin tiloves.
As ho passed along the street he kept
dose to the house fronts to uvold the
sun tbnt was everywhere stirring the
winter-boun- town, like n suffusion
of young blood through old veins. He
avoided the warmth because In flits
Instunco wtmnth meant ilght, but ns
he moved be shivered slightly from
time to time with the liaunrln. , per-

meating cold that of bye had become
his persistent shadow.

He was 111 nt ea.o as he hurried
forward. YUth each succeeding day
of the oid life the new annoyances,
tin! new obligations became more
hampering. Before Ids compact with
Loder this old life had been a net
about bis feet ; now the meshes seem-
ed to have narrowed, the net itself
to have spread unfl) It smothered blr
whole bolnvt Mis own household
his own rooms, even offered no
sanctuary. The presence of another
personality tinged ibe atmosphere.
It was preposterous, mt It was un-

deniable. The lay llgure that he lutd
sot (n pjace bad .proved to be flesh
unit blond had usurped his life, his
position. Ids persona lit y, by sheer
rigid of siivngth. As he walked along
I'.niiil St reef Hi the first surwtilne nf
the year, jostled by trie
crowd, he felt a pariah.

Mo revolted at tho new order of
things, but Hut revolt was a silent
one the Iron of expediency Jutd en
tered Into his soul, He dared not
eopar(ll7.i) Loder's position, because

he dared not dispense with Loder.
The loor that guarded his vice drew
him more reslstlessly with every In-

dulgence, nnd LodeiM was the voice
that called the "Open Sean in e !'

He walked on aimlessly. He hnd
been bat live days at home, nnd al-

ready ibe quiet, grass-grow- court uf
Clifford's Inn, the bare staircase, the
comfortless privacy of Loder's rooms
seemed n haven of refuge. The speed
with which this hunger had returned
frightened him.

H walked forward rapidly and
without eneounlerlng a check. Then,
suddenly, the spell was broken. From
the slowly moving, brlllantiy dressed
throng of people some one called
him by his mime; and turning he saw
Lillian Astrupp.

Site wns stopping from the door of
n Jeweller's, and ns he turned she
paused, holding out her hand.

"The very person I would have
wished to seel" she exclaimed.
"Where have yoii been these hundred
years? I've heard of nobody but you
slnco you've turned politician nn
ceased to be n mere member of Par-
liament!" She laughed softly. The
laugh suited the light riprfrig air, as
she herself suited the pleasant, su
perficial scene.

He took her hand and held It, while
his eyes travelled from her delicate
face to her pale cloth gown, from
her soft furs to tho hunch of roses In
her muff. The sight of her was a
curious relief. Her cool, slim fingers
were so casual, yet so clinging, her
voice and her presence wore so redo- -

lent of easy, artificial things.
"How well you look I" he said, tn- -

volutarily.
Again she laughed. "That's my

prerogative," she responded, lightly.
"But I W'us serious In being glad to
see. you. Sarcastic pop'H are always
so Intuitive. I'm looking' forsoiiKi
one with intuition.'

Chilcote glanced up. "Extra viign-V- .

again?" be said dryly.
She smiled at him sweet's. "Jnok r"

she murmured with slow rcpro.wu.
Chilcote Ineghed qulrtily. "I n

der::tand. You've changed ymr .lb

ister of Finance. I'm Waawi S

some other direction."
This Mine her reprnacn was

pressed by a glance. "You are al-

ways wanted," she aid.

The words seemed to rouse him
again A the sVdowy
(hut the sight of her had lifted.

"It's It's delightful to meet you
like ttiin," he began, "and ! wish the
meeting wasn't momentary. But fiu

Pi rather pressed mr time 9 You

tofl sfte hp rot0 01ft .wter- -

orOJ'Ol alone.",

ant possibilities of n ' '

"The Park and drive slowly," Lil-

lian ordered, its she stepped Inside,
motioning Chilcote lb tho sent op
posite. '..',.

They moved up Bond Street
smoothly and rapidly. Lillian was
uhAorhod In the passing truffle' until
rlie Marble Arch was reached; then,
us Vhcy glided through the big gates,.
she looked ncross at her companion.
He hadMtiriicd up the collar of his
coat, though the wind was scnrcely
perceptible, and burled himself Iri It
to the irs.

"It Is extraordinary!" she exclaim
ed, maidenly, as her eyes rested en
his face. It whh seldom that she felt' i

drawn to evclitmuUnn. She was usu- -

ally too Indolent to show surprise.
But now the feeling was called fo.Ih
before she was aware. ,

Chilcote looked up. "What's ex--

traordlnnry?" he said, sensitively, r

She leaned forward for nn instant'
and touched his hum?.

''!enr!" she said, lenslngly. "Did t
I. ruli your fur the wrong way?"
Then, seeing his exiiresslon, she tact,
fully changed her tone. "I Ml explnla, (

If u4 the Siimo thing that strttck f

nte the nigltt of I'Tiinehe's party t
when you looked at mo over Leonard
.Culm's bend. You reinemUer?" Hh

;lanced away from him n cross Uio )

Park to where thu grass wua ulrenUiwi
showing greener.

Ohllcoto felt 111 at ertse. Again hs
put his hand to his coat collar. j

"Oh yes," h said hnstlly--'yes- ." i

He wished now tlmt he bad question L

ed Loder more clofiety on the pro '

cecdings of that party. It seethed to1

hltn, on looking back, that Loder had
mentioned nothing on the day ot
their I a,it exchange but the political
complications that absorbed ids nilud.

"I couldn't explain then," Lillian
went on. "I couldn't explain before
a crowd of people that It wasn't your
dark head showing over Leonard's
red one that surprised 'me, but the
most wonderful, the most extraordi-
nary likeness " She paused.

The car was moving slower; there
was a delight In the easy motion
through the fresh, early air,. Bnt
Cldlcote's uneasiness hud been
uroused. lie no longer felt soothed;

"What likeness?" he asked, sharps.
She turned to him easily. "Ob,

likeness I have noticed before," she
said. "A IlkenebS rhnt always sMom
ed strange, but that suddenly fat
crime Incredible at Blanche's party."

lie moved quickly. "Likenesses srsi
an lliuston," he said, "a mere Imtgl-nntlo- u

of the brain I'1 His man atr
waa short; Ids annoyance seemingly
nut of all proportion to Its cause,
Lillian looked nt htm afresh In slight'
ly Interested surprise. j

"Yet net so very long ago, you, '

yourself " she began.
"Nonsense!" he broke In. "Tvti j

always denied likenesses. Such things
don't renlly exist. Likeness-seein- Is j

purely an Individual matter a pre--

conception." Ho spofco fast; he tfas'j
uneasy under the cool scrutiny of j

her green eyes. And with a sharp
utempt at and reassuf- -

unce he altered his voice. "After '

alt, we're being very stupid I" he ex-

claimed. "We're worrying Over
something that doesn't exist."

Lillian wns still lazily Interested.
To lier own belief, she had seen Chll

nte last on the nUlit of her sister's
reception. Then she had been too
prcHccupied to notice either his mea-
ner or U!s health, thou;;ti superfietHlly
It Vat ltagenr-- l in her mind that he

seMne4 unusually relluM,
vn A re--

.. ci tW iDipresC on came
Jw- ti fie tu died his fnve,

a).tv lmi?.ceptlhly and yt
.n---i. tvi bis vice was setting Us

eiuan Jn tHi (hill restlessness of eye,

te suhc-Wth- sallnwnes of skin.

Some shed of her thought, sotM
suggestion of the comparison run- -

nlng through her mind, must have
ihown In her face, for Chllnote alter, j

ed his posiMon with a Touch of on- -

easiness. He glanced away across j

the long sweep of drive
ftretehlng between the trees; theft
he glanced furtively back.

fTo tt coottnaed)

In and fill It! You see, live years!
ago, when tilings looked lively on the
Gulf and the Bmidnr Abbas business'
came to light, you did some proinis-- j
lag work,; and u reputation like that
ticks to a man even when he turns
lacker! I won't deny that you've

ru u d i ii nuuniiimuij, nf HIIOI'O, llf
Loder made an uneasy movement,!
"but slacking has different effects.1
Some men run to seed, others ma--

ture. I had almost put you down on
the black list, but I've altered my;
mind In the last two months.

Again Loder stirred In his seat. A

litis t uf emotions were stirring in Ids
Jiiind. Every word wrung from
Lakely was another stimulus to
pride, another subtle tribute to the
curious force of personality.

"Wellv" he said. "Welly
I .likely smiled. "We all know that

Sefhomugh's ministry is well, top
heavyj" he said. ''Sef'borough is build-

ing his card hoiis, just a story too
high. It's a toss-u- whafll upset
the balance. It might he the army,
of course, or It iiiiL'hf he education;
but it might quite as well he n mat-
ter of foreign poli'-y!"- '

They looked at each oilier tn com-

prehensive silence.
"You know as well a- that It's

not the question of wnefher Kussia
cotnes Into Persia, hut the question
of whether Hussbi n- rs out of 1'ersla
when ihee Mazarns are mdiM'd! I'll
lay you what ou like, Chlieore, that
within one week we hear that he
rNlngs are suppressed, bur that Itus- -

si a. instead of retiring, lo:s advanced
those tempting twentv miles and com-

forfablv her-.r- at .Meshed
site on the

notes (hat day In front of bi n. To
the waiting House the silence was
effective. Il tnigh mean

mice, or It might mean a failure of
nerve til a critical moment. Klthcr
possibility had a tinge of plipmncy.
Moved by ibe same impulse. It fly
pairs of eyes turned tiion him with
neiv i,,tets; , mu up In the Ladies'
(uoii r Ke '.'niNcd her hands In

suddi o i rceiiMoii ; and Fraide, sit--

tlt. .oj'.'i. it, his sea:, turned and
shot one s.vif, gmnce nt the man on
win .n agal' i; ;iruilence ami prece
dent, he ha,' 'tinned his fallh. I lie
glance w;l;, s. i hi: oiy searching,
nnd a oi.cierMle movement
of ni.i , i. sb. iihh rs he r snmed his
posit i ;.n nnd' h usual gi ive, .it en- -

the atin.ah. .i (he same moment
Loder lifted his head ami began to

speak.
Here nr cie outset bis inexperi-

ence met til in. I lis voice, pitched too
low, only reached those directly near
him. It was a moment of great
strain. Eve listening Intently, drew
a long breath of suspense ami let her
lingers drop apart; the seepjleal,
watchful, eyes that faced him, line
upon line, seemed to flash and bright-
en wi'h critical Interest ; only Erulde
made no change of expression. He
sat plnebl, serious, attentive, with
the shadow of a smile behind his
ryes.

Again Loder pnti4'pd, but this (line
the pause was shorter. The ordeal
lie had dreaded and waited for was
passed and he saw bis way clearly.
With the old movement of the shoul-

ders he straightened himself nnd once
more began to speak. This time 1.1

voice rang quietly true and commi'i.d-In-

across the floor of the House,
No first step ean be really gr.-et- : it

must, of necessity possess iii'r f

prophecy limn of achievement; n

ertbeless it N by the first step, itmi n
man marks the value, not oidr of Ids
lause, but of himself. Plnuhif
broadly on the lines that fm
has laid down for the CnuttUi e

orator, lder disguised ratb
displayed the vein of stroee. perswi-slv- e

eloquence that 'was hH atuiAl
gift. Tho occasion that pc; -

bly Justify, such a dloJUf f

might lie wli Lie tttu",
but It had no appllratfoa to Cjn prm
ent. For the moment fwey vis
to voice his party nvnmmx
n4 iniielt Inelilllv n ntiA i.l

cote in "The Maiqucrader."

temi ;:t, and his e.. s In
tiie llrst hasio el' l:e nt ry lie failed
to see that In re wer ladies in thej
rioni, and. crossing in;anily tof,
Kraide. laid an open leb ram before)..
tutu: .."lilts is onu'iai, sir, lie saai.
Then at las: be Kiancvd roiiml the
table.

"Lady Sarah: he exclalnu-i- "'ran
von foi,:ie me'.' lint I'd have ivn

iiuodred pounds in be the lirst with
lie glanced back at K ruble.

Ladv Sarah in-- and si retched out
her band. ".Mr. Lakely," she said,
"l mole than understand!" There
was a thrill in her warm, cordial
ohe, and lo-- eyes also turned to-

wards her husband.
ut tut wnoie puny, i raioe nmne

perieeuy cano. no sai ' '.v

still, - small, thin Itgtire erect and
dignified, as bis eyes scanned the

that meant so much.
Eve, who had sprung from her

seta and passed round the table at
sound of LtfUely's news, was leaning
over bis shoulder, rending the tele-

gram will) him. At the last word who

lilted her head, her face Hushed with
excitement.

"How splendid It must he to In a

man!" she exclaimed. And without
premeditation her eyes and Loder's
met.

In this manner eame (lie news
from Persia, and wilh t Loder's defi-

nite call. In the moineiilarv stress
i

of actkm It was Impossible ttiat :ny
(bought or I'hllcote could obtrude it-

self. Events bad followed each other
too rapidly, decisive intioii had been
ton much thrust upon hliri, to allow
of hesitation; and 1t was in this
spirit, tinder this vigorous pressure,
that he inaile his attack upon the
government on the day that followed
Fraide's luncheon party.

That indefinable altentivenoss, that
alert sensation of Impending storm,
ihur Is so strom. mi hute nf tin- nar- -

lament a ry at was very
keen on that memorable first of April.
It was obvious In the erowded bench-
es on both sides of the Hoiisp in the
oneness nf purpose Hint insensibly
made itself Mt through ibe.niuks of
the Opposiiion, and found dellidtc
expression in Frahle's tiff figure and
rightly shut Hps In the unmistaka-
ble uneasiness that lay upon the min-

isterial benches.
Put notwithstanding these Indica

tions of buttle, the early portion of
the proceedings was unmarked by
excitement, being tinged wilh the
purposeless lack of vitality that had
of late marked all affairs of the Sca-

rborough Ministry; and it was not un-

til the adjournment of the House for
the Easier recess bad at last been
moved that t lie spirit of activity
hovering In the nlr descended and
galvanized the assembly Into life. It
was then, amid a stir of interest, that
Loder slowly rose.

Many curlou Incidents have mark-
ed the speech-makin- annuls of the
House of Commons, but It Is doubtful
whether it has ever been the bn of a
member to hear his own voice raided
for the flnst lime on a suhjw- - ut vital
interest to his party, having been!
denied all Initial usiKtaiKe nf ml
nor questions asked or unimportant
amendments made. Of all those cath
ered together In the great building

that day, only one dud appreci j

Island of Aslmrad: Q nkr!.'s nerv-ibe-

ous, energetle figure ..as braced, bis inio
light-blu- e eyes brightened, ty the in- -

tensity of his interest.
"If this iihws conu-- s before the

Easter recess," he went on, "the first
nail can be hammered in on the

for adjournment. And if the
right man does it In the right way.

'I'M lay my Lfe 'twill be a nail n

t'cfboroujch's coflin."
j Loder sat very sMH. "verwheltn- -

jlng possibilities had suddenly opened
lit fore hUu. In a moment the

of the past months had be--

tme real; a tangible Justification "f
lnsclf avd his Imposture was si id
der.ly made possible. In the stress of
ttnets?antoit;. he, too, lenned fnr- -

fOari, e.X, iRtlng his elbows on tiie
took k face between his

I P&r i utmm made no re
,rii(?i. '3d Va tun and man's moods

Z1J H tol W Merest ro bis paper
&x4 Hi Tha tHillpot

of the glories lie

as much mini conviction as lav wit- - i
1 J !

in his capacity.
' v that I hope I have satisfied
;iiT?" He added this as if In

quietly t (U-- t-t Mlll,,aIlt ilft,Mhought. Then, with
place, he was conmt (M ft 4m pressure of Fn.lde hand, he
sense of gravity of e nrtn:J , thc ,

his posi Ion; and U Waited to rlalm hi..., and pHed out
unconscious and nwiafli Jf 1IuUM (lIonp,r.o t ti i f Ian him
ur.!i '1,..- - tv-- t

cause he bad Id herd. u ajV

ways been dimcult to ut tee
of the iir'j u 0t,jin f

British policy In 'waji. B04S
It may. It is , atwo b- -

with remarkablf f ailttj lv sftw

troductory atasjaj jJk jfdanger to the a4Hff 'fuv4Bpw ,

only natural:1"" "P',n nen,-

nJHt OVlflClOUS- -

far lie dread of u ssitW- - aavfttV luitfarwled. (Jreenins; had been t o'"
from U.i ceuictak-- Vatm mi ikktu

e
e


