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fiE aUERADERBY KATHEIUNE CECIL. THURSTON
This famous novel is minted in serial form bv 'arrangement with Richard Walton Tullv. in whose screen version, a
current First Nutional Attraction adapted from John Hunter Booths dramatization, Guy Bates 'ly001".' T

THE CHARACTERS INT THE STORY
JOHN CH1LC0TE. member of the

' EJ SIXTH INSTALLMENT. Tf s
Chapttr X Continued

Then woulil come the Inevitable
!j recall; then In earnest he might ven--

lure to put Ills hum! to the plough.
m' He never Indulged u hut

something in the nature of a vision
had flashed over his mind in that

fitly Inre Chilcote4! lyrt. We 4
not realist It, bat he was leeflc
for ale own carter, , ,!

Chllrote paled a little, aa lie eb
ways did in fac of a reality, JPsse;
he extended his hand. ...

"My dear fellow' at atld, with t
touch of hauteur, a anaa ram
eratly be trusted to look after eke
own life.' ' .;

Extricating; his hand almost Im-

mediately, he turned towards frat
door and without a word of farewell
passed Into the little kail, leaving
Loder alone In the slttlng-reona- .

hurry from his place when Parliament adjourns on a January night
that is marked by the blackest fog in years and news of border

against the Persian government which are branded by
LAKKLY, editor of St. George's, as the index of a long cherished Rus-

sian Kchen, growing under the lax British policy. In the fog Chil-co-

jostles a stranger and, striking a match to light his cigarette, is
startled to see that the other man is his exact counterpart. They
exchange cards, the stranger's revealing him to be

JOHN IjOHEK. His nerves shattered by drugs, Chilcoto seeks solace in
the company of

I.ADY ASTKUl'P, then goes back to Parliament, where lie finds himself
unequal to his duties, despite the urgings of

FI1A11HC, his party leader, localizing he has become a hopeless slave
to drug, Chilcote goes to the humble apartment of Loder and pro-

poses they exchange places in the world. Loder, in Chitcote's clothes,
goes to Chilcote's home, is unsuspected by the maid and the new
secretary,

GKEKXINCJ, and settles himself comfortably in Chilcote's comfortable
' room. There is a swish of skirts, a knock and u woman enters. It is
EYE, Chilcote's wife, and Loder not only passes this acid test but in the

days that follow wins something of her confidence as well as l'raide's
maiked political adoption of hint. Meantime Loder is dreading recall
bv Chilcote.

pale and let with a lllghtly nervonj
tension, but besides th look ana a
certain added restlessness ot glance
there, was no visible change. Rescu-
ing l.oder, he held out his hand.

"Well?" ha laid, quickly.
The other looked at blm

"Well? Weill How has It goner
"The achemel Oh, excellently l"

T.oder'a manner was abrupt. Turn-
ing from the restless curiosity In

Chilcote's eyes, he moved a little way
across thn room and began to draw
off his coat. Then, as If struck by
the Incivility of ihe action, he looked
back ugaiu. "The scheme lias gone
extraordinarily," he said. "I could
almost say absurdly. There are
some thlng.v, Chilcote, that fairly
bowl a man over,"

A treat relief tinged Chilcote's
face, t "tlood!" he exclaimed. "Tell
ine all about It."

Hut l.oder was reticent. The mo-
ment was not propitious. It was as
If a hungry man had dreamed a great
banquet and had awakened to Ids
starvation. He was chary of Im-

parting his visions.

"There's nothing to tell," he said,
shortly. "All that you'll want to
know Is here In black and white. I

don't ihink you'll find I have slipped
any hlng : It's a clear business re-

cord." Kroiu an Inner pocket he
drew out n bulky , and,,

tin room, la'd it open Sm
Ihe table. It was u correct, even a
minute, record, nf every action that
had been accomplished In Chilcote's
name. "I don't tb.nk you'll find any
loose ends," he said, as be turned
back Ihe paces. "1 had you and
your position. In my miml all

ihrough." lie paused and glanced
up from ihe hook. "You have a posi-
tion that ahsoluiely Insists ill"1"

he added, in a different
voice.

At Ilie new lone Chilcote looked up
as well. "No moral lectures!" be
said, with n nervous laiigii. "I was
anxious to know If you hml pulled
il off ' and you have-- reassured me.
Thai's enough. I was In a funk this
afternoon to know how things were

going -- one of those sJiddcn, unrea-
sonable funks. Hut now ihnt see

you" be cut himself short and

laughed once more-"n- thnt I see

yon, I'm hanged If I don't want to
to prolong your engagement."

l.oder glanced' at 'lilm,'" then
glanced away. He felt a quick
shame nl Ihe eagerness that ivse at
the wnnlv-- ii surprised eouiempi at
his own readiness to niiticipaio the

!nteres(Tnf wni th sensatton tliaT,
when she held his cup towards him,
ho didn't Immediately It.

"I inn't you want unyi" She
smiled a Utile.

He started, embarrassed by his
own tardiness. "I'm afraid I'm dull,"
he said. ''I've been so'

"So keen a worker In the last
week?'

a moment he felt relieved.
Then, ns n fresh silence fell, his
sense of awkwardness returned. He

sipped his tea and ale a biscuit. He
round himself wishing, for almost the
lirst time, for gome nf the small

talk that came so pleasantly
to other men. He felt that the post-ifo-

was ridiculous. He glanced at
Eve's averted head, and laid his

empty clip upon the lahle.
Almost at once she turned, and

their eyes met.
.Iohn," she uid, "do, you puAs at

all why I wanted to have tea vi;h
yon

He looked down at her. "No," he

said, honestly itnd without embellish-
ment.

The rurlness of Ihe answer might
have, displeased another woman.
Eve seemed to take no offence,

"1 had a talk wilh the Iik

day." she said. "A long inlk. Mr.

Eratite said great things of you
things wouldn't have Ueilexed from

niiyhody but Mr. I'niide." She al-

tered her posiiiou and locked from
l.nder's face back Into the lire.

lie took a siep "Wha:
Ihingsr he said. He was almost
ashamed of the sudden. Inordinate
sat Ufa el ion that welled up at her
words.

"oh, I mustn't tell you!" She

laughed u Utile. "I'.ut you have sur-

prised hliu." She paused, sipped lief
lea. then looked up again with a

change of expression.
"John," she said, more seriously,

"there is one point that sticks a

Will this great change last':"
Her voice was direct and even

wonderfully direct for a woman.
Iider thought. It came to him will)
a certain force that heneath her re-

markable charm might possibly lie a

remarkable character. It was not a

that had occurred to him
before, and it cm used him lo bok :'t
her a second time. In ihe new light
he saw her beauty differently, and
it Interested' him differently. Here-

tofore, he hail been Inclined to class
women under three li"ais hiois.
amusements, or encumbrances; nav
It erosst-- his mind that a w I'lnan
in lit 111) another place
tin place of a companion.

"You are very skepi ifal," lie said,
still looking down at her.

She did not return his yhnu-e- "I
think I have been made skeptical,"
she said.

As she spoke the Image of Chilco!
shot Ihrough his inir.fi. Chibotei
irritable, vicious, unliable, and .a
uuick comiias;i.n for ihU woman so

$ ill Jt fv !

4s1 V t.

T!iat she was Chilcote's
ci ihs moment she entered the room. Guy Bates Post as Johit

j Loder and Iluih Sinclair as Eve Chilcote in "The Masquer.
c jr." .

House of Commons, is the first man

4 rtBC .l:

Sf f 1 1 w a

wife, Lotlnr instinctively rcaliZ'

";Viui warn me to (ell ;'.m ',.

will go onV belaid'' ' .';

'Her ?yes lirihlencil ; .;;l,'.j, l ;4

l'ep "Ves;"' she' i .J.i,
want it niorii thaii any'fhii'l,' t

orld" :f ..'!,.: i
j

Thi'lie was ii.w&it, Tjie uct:t;.i. .i.j'JiaV would. satisfy lier' f 'lilr
ei' ip. hut h(.Mlel;iyed T.pl -;

lay u fateful. Vhiie; h'ijliLfJi
the door optuied and tilt' 'i 'h l'r'n

who led brought In the le
red. 4

He crossid the room and i.AG.i. d

I.eder a telegram. "Any aitw
sir-:- ' he said.

Y. e moved hack to her ci.;.ir,
There was a Hush on her c!neks
her eye-- were slill alerlly blight,

l.oder tore the telegram open, road
il, then threw It Into Ihe tire.

"No inuuer!" be said, laconically.
At ihe hrusipieuess of InS voice,

looked up. "1 (isagreeable newsV
she said, as the servant departed.

lie didn't look at her. He w:ix

watching the telegram withering (ia
the eeii re of ihe fire.

"No," he said at last, In n t rained
voice, -- N i. only news that I that
i had forgoiten to expect." , j

CHAPTER Xl.V"

TJJFJiE was a silence an. uneasy
after sjinke. The

episode of the telegram was, to nil
appearances, ordinary enough, call-

ing forth Eve's cpieslion and his own

reply as a natural seijuence; yet In

Ihe pmi-- e that followed it each was
conscious of a 'Jar, each was aware
Ihat jti so,,,e subtle way the thread
of sympathy had been dropped,
thoiiLdi to one (he cause was luexplic-ahl-

and to the other only too JiJxin.
l.oder watdied the gho-- t f his

grow whiter and thinner,
then d' otve into airv fragments and
(bitter up the chimney. As the lasi
mors'-- wavered out of Sight, in
turned and looked bis companion,

"Voti aliiio-- t made un oinmil my-

-- elf," In- va!d. In Ihe ire to idac
bis feelings his lone w short. '

Eve returned his p1 ee with '
a

unlet regard, but he j.tW
lie had a s! upelied ense of uisa-t-jr-

a feiding of Itittr--

(hnt for (be moment: outweighed
all ntle-- considerations. Airn.-.s- t af
the morrmnt. justification ihe ;t,,
of life Ijh.1 crumbled in i.ii finr?
he given benertih lur, frit, iad

wi;h an rhsene of a Wc,; o'
justice unusual hi him, l.ft ift
eninieiit againt Chi iota ft ..fft

suddenly over his mind. ; !'''!.
V.r, slill watfhi;i2 him,. ('.r fj, 'rfl

darkt-nifi- r, his Oipr(,.-Utp- - flair
with ii .i'lirt rfsit.Mht rna froi.j r,,'.--

'"I. any , hi a th it r. p
tr.r.igni. ,d '. r. .1 .'.if.ir.g .vitn :hi'."

.n ? i (imo.:,
ii.it tainif ahnf ,fi ir ' ,,S

-- mi iM-- , f. i? in
sr.yth.r.s:. I ""tJ b'- - fT- -

llttlt. to fflver tht iltfht dlvmntura
that hr tooft hairayfd, and as she
laughed he moved across the room
towards the door,

engrossed In the chfck to
his own schemes, Incensed at the
suddenness of Chilcote's recall, and
still mure Incensed at bis own folly
In not havinx anticipated It, wax
oblivious for the moment of bo, i

her movement and her words. Then,
quite abruptly, they obtruded them-

selves upon him, break in jr. thronRh
his egotism wilh something of the
sharpness of pain following a blow.
Turning quickly from the fireplace,
he faced the shadowy room across
w hich ihe had passed, but simul-

taneously with his turning she gain-
ed the door.

The knowledge that she was gone
struck him witli a sense of double
loss. "Wait!" he called, suddenly
moving forward. Hut almost a( once
he paused, chilled by the tolilnde of
the room.

"Eve!" he said, using her name
uncoil set oils It for the ti rut lime.

But the corridor, ax well us the
rooiu, wus empty; he was loo late.
He flood irremlute; then he laugh-
ed shortly, turned, and passed hack
towards Ihe fireplace.

The blow had fallen, the Inevitable
come to pass, and nothing remained
but lo take the fact with as good a

grace as possible, (.'hilcoie's tele-

gram had summoned him to Clif-

ford's Inn at seven o'clock, and it

was now well on towards six. He

pulled out his watch Chilcote's
watch he realized, with a touch of

grim humor as he stooped to eiam-lu-

the dial by the Hitht of the fire;
then, as if the humor had verged lo
another feeling, he stood si ruljhl
again and felt for (he electric

In the wall. His tinners touch-

ed It, and simultaneously the room
was lighted.

The abrupt alteration from kbad-o-

to llghl came almost as u shock.
The feminine arrangement of the

seemed Incongruous beside
the solier hooks and the desk Inden
with papers Incongruous as his own
presence In ihe place. The thought
was unpleasant, and he turned aside
as if to avoid It ; but at the move-

ment his eyes fell on Chilcote's ciga-

rette-box wilh lis gleaming ,

and the whimsical suggosilon
of Ills first morning rose again. The
Idea that the Inanimate objects In

the room knew him for what lie was
recognized the interloper where

human eyes saw ihe tighlfiil
returned to his m nil .

Through all his disgust hiuI chagrin
a smile forced llself to his lips, and.
cross! iij; Ihe room for the second

time, lie passed iulo Chilcote's bed-

room.
There (he mai- - furniture and

sombre atmosphere lilted beiier with
bis mood than the energy ami ac-

tion which the study always sug-

gested. Walking directly lo Ihe

greal bed, he sat on ils side and for
several, minujes si need slraijtlit in
front of him, apparently seeing
nothing ; then at last he n pa thy
parsed from hhn, as his previous
anger a gainst ( 'bib-ot- had passed.
Hi stood u(i slowly, drawing his
long limbs together, and recmssed
Ihe room, passing along tin corri-

dor iind through Ihe door coinmunl-callli-

Willi the rest of the limine.
Cive mln ul es later lie was In I lie
open air and wiilking steadily east-

ward. Ids hat drawn forward and
bis overcoat buttoned up.

As be traversed the si reefs he
allowed himself no thoughf. Once.
ii s hi' walled In Trafalgar Square to
find a passage between the vehicles,
the remembrance of Chlb-ole'- voice
coining out of he fog on their first
night made itself prominent, hut he
rejected it quickly, guarding him-

self from even an in voluntary glance
at Ilie place of their ineellng. The
Strand, with lis unceasing life, came
to blm as something almost un-

familiar. Since Ids Identification
wlih Ihe new life no business had
drawn him east of Charing Cross,
and his lirst sight of ihe narrower
stream of tea flic slrmk him as gar-
ish and un plea iji nt. As the Impres-
sion came he aceelernl ed his steps,
moved by the wish to njakc regret
and ret respect ion alike impossible
by a contact wilh actual forces.

Still walking ha si lly, be entered
Clifford's Inn, but there almost

Ids t halted. There
iwas something In the quiet liiiiniil-nl.ilit-

of Ihe pbi'-- thai sohered
energy, ftolh menial and physical. A

ene of chmigcfsnes ' he ehang"-iwsire-

of inanimate things, that
rNes !n siuh solemn contrast to the
variableness of mere human nature,
wiii'ii a new e new
outlook, sometimes ecn a new

has power til nplieae mid re-

mold. H paused ; (hen with tdower
and steadier uleps crossed the Utile
Voiirt and nioiuiletl tie familiar
stairs of Ids own hoii--

A b tinned ilie handle of hi own
do.) some one stirred inside the

Slill under the infl'ience
of the stones mid tree lhal in had
Just leff, h movrd directly .towards
ihe sound, and, without waiting for

permission, errtered ihe room. Afler
Ihe darkness of the pus-ag- e M eem--

aligJ'V fr. hedd" th lamp
wl:h Its green shade, a large fl

burned In the giaie and helped to
v th shadows.

A h entered the V.om Ch:roe
rn0 rtft ciime forw ard, his tfgur e

thrown iiVft strop; relief hr Ihe dou-hl-

bgnt. He was dressed In a

laAbr-- I'jit; fcii fa- - l'.'k"i

'Instant, lie huit seen himself stand-In- s

In that Kiiine building, seen the
row. of fares first bored, then hesi-

tatingly transrupiiied under"" his ir-son-

domination, under the one
groat power lie knew himself to
possess ilie power of eloquence.
The sirengih of the suggestion had
been almost painful. Mn who have

j attained i;oii are mva-- !

sinnally open to a perilous onrii-- h

hnf feeling. I'.dievlug thai they kivw
themselves, they wall; o'dly for-

ward towards the high-roa- and the
pi (till alike.

. These liatl heen !.olc- dNc.n-peele-

Pleas an qiecutniious on the
first day of hi new life. Ai four
o'clock on the ninth d:iy he was

pacing Willi quiet confidence Up ami
down Chilcote's study, his mind

3 pleasantly busy .and his cigar com- -

fori ably alight, when he paused In

jj hy the eairanee of ti servant,
i The man came softly into the
', room, drew a small lahle towards

the tire, and proceeded lo lay an

j extremely line and unserviceable-
looking elnih.

:'; 1. oder watehed him In silence. He
had snuyn to lind silence a very use-

ful commodity. To wait and let

ihings develop was the attitude he
ofietiest assumed, l'.iit on this oe- -

!; raslon he was perplexed. lie had
not rung fur lea, and In any ease a

cup on, n safer salislled his wants.
:; He h)ked critically at the fragile
:: cloth.

Presently the servant departed,
and solemnly currying tt

silver trny, with cups, a teapot, and
I' cakes. Having adjusted tliem to his

satisfaction, he turned In T.odcr.
Mrs. Chllrole will he with you

; lit live minutes, sir," he said.
$ ln waited for some response, hut

Ijoder gave none. Again he had
V found t lie advantages of silence, Put

(this lime i!: was silence of a nun-- j

ptilsnry kind. He had nothing to
)' pay.
4 The man, finding him irresponsive,
retlreil; and, left to nimeit, i.o.ier
utared at the array of feminine

trifles; 1hen, turning abruptly, he
moved to the rent re of I he room.

Sine the day iliey had talked on
the Terrace, he had only seen Eve

thrice, and always in the presence
i others. Since (he night nf hi

first coming, she had not Invaded
his domain, and he wondered what

(Ms new departure might mean.
' His thoughts of her had heen less

tfvtd In the last few days ; fur,
though still using steady disereilon,
he had been drawn gradually nearer
tfhe fascinating whirlpool of new

and new work. Shut his eyes
fl he might, there was no denying

flrrnt this moment, so personally vital
fi him, was politically vilal to the
rarhole country; and that by n curi

ous coincidence Chilcoie's position
vell-nig- forced him to take an ac-

tive Interest in the situation. Again
and agnin ihe suggestion had arisen
thnt should Ihe smoldering lire In

Tersia break into a ilame, ('hilcoieV
commercial interests would Taeili-tat-

would praetirally c.,.pel, his

standing In inThe campaign u;:a:nt
the government.
0 The Utile incident of the leu- -

table, recalling the social side of his
obligation-- had aroused ihe reali.u-- .

fioii of greater things. As tie stood
v meditatively In the middle of the

room he saw suddenly how absorbed
he iiad become in these greater
things.- - Mow. in the suing of

Jiiieresis, he had been borne

insensibly forward- - his capadiies
evpsi tiding, his intelligence asserting

J.ltself. lie hail so undeniably I'otuul

i his sphere lhal the idea of usnrtia-ede-

j lion had re je'tily as hy n.ttural
laws, uniil ids own had

i bei:un to ci..r the day's uotk.
j ,As tills kU"b-d''- caioe. he

quickly IT it held a solution
i of (lie present little eomei ; If Eve
jbad seen what others, he knew, had

observed that Chil e was show- -

a graj of ihings that he hml
ire'i exhibited for ears. Then, as a

i.'ftoiimj of skirts came ..fily down

irie enrritlor, he squared his shonl-Jder- s

with his habitual abrupt gesture
aitd 'brew his cigar into the tire.

!' Ee entered the room nnuli as he

fbtiif'buie on her former visit, but

$irhone difference. In passing
she quietly held out her hand.

He t'M'k It s quietly. "Why am I
so honor''!?' he said.

! laughed a ll'tle and looked

nrs at the fire. ' lbe,v like a man!
in always want to begin with rea-

son. Let's have to-- tirst and
after." She moved

towards the table, and he
As he did so, it struck im

I that her dr.s aenied In peculiar
J Kt. nanny with the day and the room.
t though beyond that lie eonii nt Tni- -

Jrw Its details. As sue paused
the lahle he drew forward a

chair with a faint touch of awk- -

She thar. :ed him and sat down.
He watched Ht in elme a site

X 'tired out the tea, und the thonjht
bis mind tnt it wsinTedi

Hy he had ern a wmnan
ovr a meal. TU deftn. of

)pr tirgei-
- filled him with an un

CHAPTER XII, rasa
the iiiuht of Chilcote's return

to his ow n Loder tasted the lees
of life poignantly for the Hrt Ihae.
Hefore Iheir curbms compact kid
been entered upon he had beea,.;tlf
not content,' at least apathetic; hM,
with action the npalhy had bee

never agniu to regain Its flH'
posiilon.

He realized with blller ceri'jIVy
Ihat his was no real koine cuaila'g.
On entering Chilcote's oiise aa )tid
experienced none of ike unfaielliay'
It y. none of the unsettled, awkward-
ness, that assailed him bow. 'I k4t
lie bad almost seemed the exile

after, many hardsiiips ; kerf ,

In (lie HtntoKphere made comiuom y
ears, be felt an alien. Ii was

'rallve nf the man's character' thft
seuiimeitlnlilies f id no place hf
his naiure, Senilnif '.its wet-- net
lacking4, though they lay out of al,h(i
hut sent Imem a tides he altti;ellier
denied.

I.e't abuie In the sllllng-rno- nhifv
Chilcote's departure, IiIk Ursi snit-tin-

was one of physieiil discomfort
and unfamlllarliy. Ills own dot ass,
with their worn looseness. hreukHl
no aeiw of friendliness such a jtipe
men lind In an old garment. I.dung-lu-

mill the clothe that suyjfev.ril
lounging, hud no appeal for lilm; ja
his eyes the garb that Implies .'re-

sponsibility was symbolic and.eyei)
inspiring. g ,

And, as with clothes; so wllh.hii
actual surroundings. Each dentil ftf
his room wh h famlliH,v bill Hi fit
had ogv become Inl Imalely caV
,H, .hl.ii.sed ih'.jdaeefot.WJri; M ;

he had used It as he might Mi 4
hotel; and wbaterei- of his
goods had come with him remsffiT,
like liimeir, on sufferance. His Mj

rn me into Chilcote's surrmindlnf 1

bad been In Ihe position of a ynitt
n rf Nt who, having roughly mmUHad
In clay, is brought Into the mudlff of
a scutpior. To his Nijlwftrd vjsinti
everyihing Is new. but his Inner"
si"-h- leaps in Instant uitdnrst,ndHJ.
Amiil all ihe sirnngeness he ffei'og-- :

nien i he one esseni lal the'
the aluiosphere, the hoin. ''

i hi hli ntghl of relttvri EodVf;

coinprehen.jetl riniritMhlng if Hie ffiU1'
lion; and, comtireheuiltn, he t:t
ihe problem and fought with If "4

lie had made bis bargain itud iHst
pay bis. share. Weighing this. hs
had hoiked aboni bis room wilh' i
quiet gaze. Then at Inst, A If fliid

lag the ohject really sought for, hl
eyes had come round to the mantel-
piece and rested on the ,

The pipes stood precisely as he had.
loft llicin. He had looked at them
for a long lime, then an Ironic ex-

pression (list was almost a smlls
had touched his lips, and, creasing
Ihe room, be had taken the eldest
and blackest from lis plsee and
slowly tilled It with tobifceo.

Wbh the first Indrawn breath f
smoke his atllude had unbent. Wits-ou- t

conscious determination, he ksd
chosen Ilia one fuel or capable f

easing his mood. A clgareiie'la far
ihe. trivial moments of life; a cigar
for Its fulfilments, ils pleasant, com-

fortable retrospections; hut In real
dlsiress in the solving of e.ueilrtn.
ihe fighting of dilllculty a pipe is
man's eternal solace.

So be had passed the first night
of Ids re i urn to Ihe adua1!tls (

life. Next day his mind was some--

hat sen led and mil ward aid was net
so essential ; hut though facts faced
him more xolldly, they were ne?er-tbele-- s

ii'ry drab In shade. The ne

eessjiy for work, that blessed anti-

dote to ennui, no longer forced him
lo endeavor. He was n longer
penuiie-- s ; but the money he

brought with It no desires.
When a man lias lived from band t

mouth for enrs, ami suddenly finds
h. in self with a hundred pounds in
his pocket, i he result Is sometimes
curious. Me lind- with a vxgue sense
of surprise that h has forgone
how to spend. That extra Tagmi'e,
like other nrillhial passions, require
cultivation,

This be realized even more fully
on Ihe da.s that followed the nisht
of bis lirM return; ami with It was
bout a Hew bitterness. The rftsn
who lias friend hum ni mony may
hml life i) do .ill ; bill the nun wM
has money and no friend to rejoice
lu Ids fortune or tienertt by hit gn.
erotity w. ;,oof indeed. With the
leaven of inrredulh y that works i

all --
irotig ntires, I.der d:rVti(e4

ihe profeAjoiut beggar (herefoi
ihe charily that bellows easily M
promiscii.isiy was denied him; tnH,
of ei her eiam's of generality h!
WAS loo 10 blV
'd Ihf .tecrct.

bsms, Itefore leH I pron.iMl lo
ilo my hes; bin my. though) was
lilt l!ie same. Ii Was si rongefi iia it

eor when I forced linelf to coiije
tip here" She pau-e- ajuln, anil

d' at I.o d head,
nut I crime. e"d jlc-l- l as i' by con-te-

tU"IMI;' :i r., eotoJ n

ward. t si t 'iii"il -- you
d I'lcrenl. It soin tfi ridlcu-td.-

Jnus. ,i ov." II. r was half
tllMU.-.'l- half leprceai ing. "It
wasii't j, d'lVc, ee in nur face.
llton-- j knew directly that you
were l'r:-- Alm'iii shir
h. Iiajcd over the won). "Ii was a

difference in yourself, hi Ihe ildngs
you more Mian in ;hu way you

lhe:i ." Once nioru tilie (latlscd
and lan-li- a liltle.

I oder's d!s omfoi't grow.
"Hit! It didn't niVei't tra I ben."

She spoke more slowly. "I wouldn't
iidmit it then. And Ihe next day
u hen we talked on llni Terrace
still refused in admit it ihoii-- h I

fell It more strongly than before. Hut
I have watched you &jnee flint day,
and I know there is a change. Mr.
Eralde feels the same, and he N

never mistaken. I know It's only
nine or ten days, hut I've hardly
seen yen in the same neod for
nine or ten hours In the last Ihree
,car.s." She stopped, and the silem e

was expressive. It seemed to plead
for contlii: aiioii of le-- instinct.

Slill l.o.lei" e.iiild find no response.
A ter w ail iu for a moment . she

leaned lorn ai d in her chair and
looked iii :'t him.

M.ihn " he said, "Is It going to
lasiV Thai's what I came to

don't want 1o bolieve.lill I'm sure;
doTi'i v uit in a new appoint- -

taeiu I...der It Ih-- li nil tlie--

he a

llg It.
I eoiddn'i have said this to oa

u. ck . but to. lay I can. I don't
ilMelld lo evplai ri why the .

tig is loo IriMxpllr! I only know
that I can It now, and that I

couldn't a week 'o. Will ji'U un- -

derst;ind -- an.l a'
Slill l.oder remained Tn; His

posit it.ii w as horribly incongruous.
What could he say? What dared lie
say?

Confused by his silence, Ke rose,
"If It's only n phase, try to

hide It," she said. "Hut If It's go-

ing to last if by any it'
going to at " She hesitated and
looked np.

She wa unite ciosp to bin). He
would have been less than man had
he heen tincon scion of Ihe subtle
contact of her glate-o- , Ihe neanjes
nf tier presence and no had ever
tiinted that manioKwl w;,.-- , vcwinz ia
him. It was a moment of tempta-
tion. Ii!t own enflry, hi., oti

yttcw.i-.J- fr., oAr; CltroU
,ini. iV,ibV"v rfi,M srt fh tan: and
ur fa io life,

wr;nink"fio(,1 w hi

IU I 's -- : ar.J 1t:L: j

man's weakness. I'.ul nlnio-- as
speedily as he had turned away he.
looked back again.

"Tuh. man!" be said, with his old,
intolerant manner. "You're dream-
ing. You've had your hobday and
school's begun again. Yoti mu-- f re-

member you are dining wil h In
i 'liiirrlngions tonight. Young 'bar--

coining of age quite big I

business. Coine along! wi'iif my,
dollies'" He laughed, ynd,' linking
closer to Chilcote, slapped htm on
Ihe sh.'iiler.

Chilcote slarled; then, suddenly
hecoiniiig Imbued wit Ii Ii ;1.

manlier, he eiiuwd Ilie laugh.

"lly .love!" he said, ",oure rlghi
You're quite right A man mu--

keep his feet in their own groove."
liaising his hand, he began to fumble
with Ids lie.

Hut I .oder kept (be same position,
"You'll tin. I the cheek-boo- In lis
usual drawer," he said. "I've niflde
one entry of a hundred poundspay
for (lie first week. The rest can
stand over uulll " He paused
abruptly.

Chilcote shifted bis position.
"Hoti't inlk about thai. It upsets
u e to 1 can make out a

check tomorrow payable to John
l.oder."

"No. That can wait. The name
of l.oder Is better out 'of Ihe book.
We can't be too careful." I.ocbr
spoke with unusual impetuosity. A-

lready a slight, un reasonable jeal-

ousy was coloring his Ihoiigbis. A-

lready be grudged the Idea of Chd-col-

with his unstable glance find
resiless lingers opening Ihe drawers
and soiling the papers that for one

stupendous fortnight had been his
wliboiit question. Turning aside, be
changed t he subject bniMuely.

"Come into the bedroom," he said.
"It's half past seven if It's a minuie.
ami the Charriugtons' show Is at
nine." Without waiting for a reply.
he walked across the I m and held
Ihe door open.

There was no silence while they
enb.inged clothes, l.oder talked

Miiuclimc In slmrl, curl
sememes, sometimes with Ironic
touches of humor ; be talked un) II

Chilcote, strangely affected by con-la-

wil b anoiher personality hTi er
his weeks of solitude, fell under his
influence- - his excitement rising, bis
Imausiion stirri'ig at the mnelty
of go. At last, garbed once
more !n the eoiys of his own world,
he pinied from ihe hai k

into he titliiig toiim. and (here halt-

ed, waiting f ." Ids companion
Almw0 dl ly l.o.ti-- followed,

d.ne inio the room quietly, and.
nun lug ni once to ihe tahlo, pi.
up n!i' book, ,

"I'm not going lo preach," he

"oOyot( needn't shut ine up
Cut I'M say jn-- : one thing ihiny
UmI will get. said. Try nd.-- n
rniir hold! Iteniemhci' your re
frir.io.ililSliet ten. I Lert mil' hi.1,1

He np"kt tncn'.iciii!;', lkluj eru-

inevitably shackled to him followed
it. ,

Eve, unconscious of what was
g In bis; mi ink went on with

her subject.
"When we were married." ho said

gently, "I had such a great interesi
hi tilings, such a great belief in life,
I had lived in polities, and I was

marrying one nf the coining men -
everybody said you were one of the;
coming men I sea reety felt hen--

was anything left to k for. Yon
didn't make very ardent love," he
Mailed, "hut I think I had forgot tei
alfcmt love. I w:in1ed nolhiiig mi

much as to be like Lady Sarah
married to n great man." She

paused, then went on more hur--

riedly: a while Ihrngs wen'
right; then slowly things went
w rong. You got your -- your nerves."

I. oder i baiiL'ed bis position with
something of abruptness.

She misconstrued ihe action.
"I'lea" don't think I want to be

disagree;, Ide," she snid. hastily. 'I
don't. I'm only trying to make you
under-tan- d why u hy I b'-- t he.iri."

"I ihink I know." l.oders voice
broke In fno!uniarily. "Tionus not
w oi "then siitl worse. fui:id
interference useless. At last ymi
ceased to hae a InMiand."

'TnMl n week ago." site irluueed
up quic kly. Absoi lied ill own
feelitiL's. he !iad seen noiii:ig ex-

traordinary In Ids words.
lint at hers, l.oder ehaiiired clor
"It's the most IncrediMe ihtn- - :n

the world," said. .' It's quite in

cretlible, and yet I can't deny it.

Against all my reason, all my ex-

perience, nil my Inclination I seem
to Jn the last week something
of what I felt at first." She stopped
with an embarrassed In ugh. "It

that, as If by magic, life has
been picked up where I dropped it

sK years ago." Ag;aln she stopped
and laughed.

l.oder was keenly uncomfortable,
but he could think of nothing to
say.

"It seemed to bngln that night I
'lined with the Era Idea," she went
on. "Mr. Vraid" talked so wlely
rfnd so kindly about many things.
He recalled all we had hoped for In

yoti ; and and he hhtmed inn a

She paused and laid her cup
able. "lie s:d that when people
have- - made what they e;il Iheir last
effort, thev should nhvas make jnt
Anr effort more. He pmtr.i-- Dial
if I eoqld fnrp persiiadr u to lak".
:in interett in ynt:r work, be nonbi'
d tl ref. He :iid m) thr'pr.rl
rhuana other k.'tr .hir; ;,nn I

r and l;nd. riu; an the tini

niiiinaim in


