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The High Places in the Road Have Been Passed
your investigation may show that the honey comes from' bumble
bees and the milk from Nanny goats. Right here at home you

have the real thing, there is no guess work. You do not plant ex-

pecting a water supply and later in the season find the reservoir
will not furnish water for the acreage that is in; you do not plant
anticipating a bumper crop and have the hot winds and the chinch

bugs take your crop; you do not get up in the summer mornings
with your eyes glued together from a hot, sleepless night.

Here you have the joys and comforts of living. You have
a land that produces the best of things to eat, for it is written in all
the northwest that people in the Grande Ronde live better and
have more to eat than any other section and besides, you have
a little city complete in every detail.

Your streets are paved, at night your part of the city is light-

ed, your child goes to a school, oh Sunday you have the church of

your choice to attend, you have exceptional telephone service, you
have roads improved and being improved, your bridges are in,ind
all Is going good.

' Where is there a land that oilers more? But there arc many
locations that oiler less. Go to the new country if you will whero

you can buy land for a hundred dollars an acre and you will find
the improvements all have to be made and you not only have to
pay for them, but you also arc put to inconvenience by not having
them. Go take up a homestead if you will where Uncle Sam,
as some one has said, bets you a hundred and sixty acre ranch
against fourteen dollars that you will starve to death.. Keep that
homestead and improve it, stay until the country improves to the
point that this valley has reached and you will have more money
invested in that land which Uncle Sam gave you, than you can go
out on the Sandridge and buy a good ranch for,

chandise in La Grande stands more than one third cut' under what
it sold for three mouths ago. '

'

The wage earner is learning this and he is getting ready
to buy his winter supplies. The farmer also is realizing the re-

duction and he feels more akin to the merchant for the farmer's
loss came first. Now he lias company, for every merchant in this
city has cut the high prices. It did not make any difference what
he had paid for the goods, the price has been reduced with the

general trend of depreciation all over and in all commodities.

Credits arc strengthening. Men who are Involved, and most

men arc, have begun to see their way through the wilderness. A

better and more hopeful spirit prevails in this city than Wis pre-

vailed since the chaotic conditions started

It is a case of going hand jn hand and taking the bitter with

the sweet, and smile all the while. Tlwt's what La Ggande is

doing that's what the Grande Roiule valley is doing, and out of

it all will come safely, back to normalcy and few people will be

seriously harmed in the readjustment.
This issue of the Observer is a clarion note of the new times.

It is a beacon light to warn the pessimist that his day is done, and

that business is going to go along in this county in a very sub-- '

stantial manner; it is an editon which may nofsay, but very

strongly means, that everyone has to go to work and the folly
about establishing government bureaus to aid this and that is of

no value and can't be dune. It is a number of the Observer that
proves tha. argument of this editorial, namely that prices of
modifies have bad a big drop, and that youi; dollar will buy today
a third more than it would a short time ago. More talk means

little but the figures on known articles by comparison tell the
story, and the Observer in this issue presents those figures.

' ' .

Now, for the future. Seek not your opportunities across the
hill, for distance ever makes th'ngs look green and cheerful, but
settle down to live and to work hero in this valley which has al-

ways been the sin.!!' on which substantial people have leaned and

it has never failed them.

When you hear of the land teeming with milk and honey

La Grande is coming fine. Business is improving. The

rough places in the road have been passed and there is a fine out-

look for good business this fall and winter.

Why?
Yes, why should the Observer inalie this remark when it,

. along with almost everyone else has felt the keen depression dur-

ing the past few months?

Our reason is based on fact. '

The O-- is putting men back to work by the fifties and hun-

dreds. The shops have taken on their former appearance of ac-

tivity.
Trains are running now and idle rolling stock is being pressed

iiito service. Train crews are working and new men are being ad-

ded to the list of workers.

Freight is being handled in large yuantities with the wheat
yet to move.' .

Other industries are showing a sympathetic response with
the railroad work and things have improved here in the last two
weeks to a remarkable extent.

The farmers are harvesting a good crop and while the price
for wheat is not what we would all like to-se- it is very evident
that it is going to float right around the dollar mark. This wheat
price will never permit starvation to the man who raises it. He
may not make big money but he is almost as well off as when he
sold wheat for sixty cents under dill'erent conditions.

The fruit in the valley is excellent and a good price is being
obtained for it. Fruit is doing better this year than any time for
years, both in yield and in price.

Wages are still good, and all men who are working are making
good money for the living cost has been "reduced considerable
more in proportion that has the wage scale. This gives all fami-
lies of men who work money to spend.

They are spending" it, but they are using caution and buying
where their dollar goes the farthest.

La Grande merchants first nibbled at the loss they knew was
coining, taking it in broken doses, just as merchants all over the

country did, but there came a time and that was when the fall
goods went on the shelves,, when all prices were cut so that mer

The Observer wishes in its feeble way to bring some of these

glaring facts home to you. We want to impress upon you the
blessings you enjoy, for this life is not so awful long at best and

you may wander and wander, but you will very likely burn the
candle of life and become old and gray before you will find a place
for a home that compares with- - Grande Ronde and the city o

La Grande.
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