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HE HIGH cost of living having been joked about considerable Tas mmow comé to the
point where it s veally a sevions apat ter, deserving of eaveful consideration on
the pave of all deep-thinking men, on the part of wanufacturer, meiehant and

constner alike.  What hus cansed the present high range’ of prices? Many things,
bt especially the following:

First: The extravaganees of the Inte war, iveluding the enodions consuption
ol goods, at the same time the withdeawal of millions of the workl’s
workers from production, cansing demand to Fur exceed supply.

Seconils Persomal extravaganees on the part of those who have been receiving un-
usually high wages or unacenstoned profits.
Third; The tremedons exports to Burope due to their ingistent demand for sup-
plics without regured for the cost,
» ;
Fonth: The ever inereasing high rate of wages whiel naturally inercases the
cost of articles at every stage, a
Fil'th: General inflation of evedits and civeulation, including bank deposits.
Nisthe Profitecring.  That is the grasping of the opportiity hy some husi-

ness ien offered by an ever-inereasing demad to regulate the supply so
as to produce nndue profits,

Undonbtedly all of these influences ani ity others not metitioned have, to o cor-
L extent, been instramental in bringing about the present condition, but in just
whiat proportion it is hard to say. ‘

The vemedy of the situation lies in ineroased personal effort, which means inerens-
el production i every conceivatble Tine exeept ntnecessary [uxuries, forall of our pro-
dnetive capucity of névessities is voguired by the rest of the world,

A FEW FACTS AND FIGURES ON THE PRESENT HIDE AND LEATHER
SITUATION MAY BE OF INTEREST.

1913 1018
Comparadive prices to the farmer for cholee stoers on
the Clieago market SR ER.50 per 100 1hs, S15.50 per 100 1hs.
Cattle supply in the United States:
1550 - S5 eattle to every 100 persons
1910 ; L ] 5] e ttle to every 100 persons
1618 : ; GO eattle to every 100 [HOrsONS

The world as a wliole is reported to have 25 to 30 wtllion less eattle as a vesult of the
war, Cattle ave Killed for their weat, not for their hides, A $325 stoer at today s higp
prives wonld not be shaghiered just to get the hide, worth mol more than ene-tenth s
meh, The demand for hides (i e, leather) is decidedly outstripping the denmnd for
beel,  Fven vegetarians insist npon wearing leathor shoes,

Native steerhides have been oas low as S per pound, At that tiv.e corn Cin the
middle "00s) was 250 per bushel, compared with about $1.75 per busher foda v,
= mm
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have advanced even move. It s mtevesting to note that the Chieaga paekers farnish
only frone 10 to 20 per eent of the Bides and skins tanned in the United Statos,

Vithongh the United States has ¢ lorger number of eattle than any other promi-
nenteountey, we e compelled to ipert fully 30 pe reent of all rasw naterial tanned
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