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) CHAPTER XX.
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The Deck la Oura,

“Which means Tad, thit with Har
woml, Senor LeVere, and myself,*we'll
totsl twenty-one-in this shlndy, Now
T tell you what 1= up, Watkins gave
¥ou some of It no doubt, but 4 word

me will muke It cloirer. I'm no'
pirate; T'm an English sallor, shang-
hied. Esmdn pumed me frst officer
becnuse 1 understand nuvigation™

I stopped speaking, #taring al one
of the faces before me; nll ot once it
sppeared famlliar. “What s your!
name, my manT* i

“Jim Carter, sir,”

“You were on the Siobud, three
years agn?™

“I wos that, Mlster Carlyle,” he an-
swered grinning. “1 know'd you the
minute 1 com down yere,"

“Then that is all I need say on that
Une, Hore's one of your mutes, lads,

who will vouch for me. Now, as I've
beon told, you ore all of you in the
snme  boat—you are prisoners on

board, Luek bax givén us o chunce to |

| make a bronk, and get away, Capualn

I had the next step caccfolly out-!

lned fh my own mind, sod ¥t T hos-
tated n moment, glineing into the two
fuces before me, with a swdden reall-
zatlon of what the contemplated ac-
tion would mean to sl of us, If by any
chunee It should fall ‘of egecoss, I
mnnaged ta spoedk cheerfully, putting
n ring of confidence into my volee.

*Then (he socner we act the botter,
Watkros, have LeYere onder these wea
aft, Lot him say thut Senor Estada
wishes them to break out sonie stores
In'the Ieuret, Thoy need B hees anly
long enough for us to distribute these
arms nmoeng them, nnd for e 1o spiak
a word of {nstopction te them,"

“But have I no purt? 18 there no
wiy In wlileh 1 ¢iin belp®” asked the
girl .

“You have your plstol? Thea re-|

main here. I aball have to go on dock
with the men, and will not dare loave
them u moment unt!l the shlp ls ab-
solutply kucure, Muanuel 1. docked In

that statercom, but must not be voms |

municnted with by auyone.
your part to see that  Gunsanles
neither enters that pustage leading
amidutiips, nor aporonches this door,
Koeep him In slght. You will stve us
aman, Waolt bere now until T see how
pecrely  this  poassage forward 1s
closad."

It was as déseribed to mo—a heayvy
onken door, Hull studded, nol only
locked, but held fismly In pluce by o
stout fron bar, ‘Thers was not the
faintest possibility of nny cobmnce
aft, exeept through asslstunee from
thid slde.  As Treturned to the enbin,
Gunsaules cnmo out of the captiln's
roomn and crossed the deck, At sight
of me ho Kloppoed Instantly.

“Guomntes,” T aold, “son nre to re-
main In this cabin untl I give the
word, The ludy here hug 4 pletal, and
orders o shoot If you attempl to
elther enter this passage, or approach
the door of Manuel's statercom, How
did sou find Suneheni™

“Sittlng up in hiz houk, senor, and
able o ent"

"Does ho know what bs oceurring on
bonrd ¥

“No, serar.  Fle questioned me, but
I only told hln everytling was all
right, so far" -

In my heart T belleved the fellow
duelibirately Hed, But thore wis lo op-
portonlty to question him fiarther, for
at that moment the door of the com-
panfon opened add a miseellancons
group of oen throsged down the
stuirt, They were n rough holry lot,
here nod there o stardy English coun-
tonanece mecting my  eoxe, but the

it will b

fuces were largely forefgn, with those |

of two negrocs consplouons.

“Pwelse here, sir; I oouldn't got
Ynrwood dowh from the forelop,” suld
Waticiua,

“And therp wre others below who
wlil join us¥*

“Yos, gir; slx more T count o)

' of thelr prey. yot sane

Sanches Is wounded and  helpless. |

Pedro Estada Is dead, and 1T've got |
Mannel locked in that stateroom, His |
cut-throats are all bolow, am) now ol |
we've got to do Is clap on the hateh |
and keep them there, Now, what 1
wunt to koow is are you fellows with
mel* -

Watkins answered up prompily; |
thin Carter; the othors Joining In with |
lees henrtiness, the differont aecents
eeventing thelr nntlonnlities, T knew |
sullors well enough o feel assured |
they wounld follow their leaders odee |
the gume started. |

“That's good enough ; now we've got

‘1o hit bard and gquick, Inds, "Thers are

slx nien on deck who nre not with us,
Whatklns will take cave of them with
thoss fellows 1 don't assipgy (o other
work. Jones, you and Carter moke
atraight for the forecastie and don't
let anyoue come up the scuttfe. Gno
of you hud better deop down below,
and prevent any -of those Inds from
unbareing the door ledding nmidships.
Who 5 the best for that Job 3"

et Carlson do IR

YA right—Cartsan 1L s then,  You
Fronchmen, and the two pegiroes, your
piiet Wil be to ship the moalt hatel.
Do n quick Job, und cidmp it down
teht,'* |

“I'tl eomo down to you Carlson, ns
so0n 18 we huve the dock. It Gught
not to tike more than five minutes to
handle thoxe lods, and slew droand ol
ecnrronude. Watkiny, you and Carter
hund oot the cutlusses from the el
you boys will haodle those Detter than
firenrms, Good; mnow ure you all
rendy ¥

There wis a low murmur of volees,
tho faces watching mo showing their
incrensing  excitement and engerness,
Our Hitle talk hod served to aronde
their confidence In my leaderihip, and
with gleaming wedpons In thele hnndy
they became self-reliant voluntiers,
Ooee tarned loose my greatest (M-

| eulty might be to restrodn thew, rather

thon urge them on, Revenge for past |
wrongs wns In euch henrt, and they
welcpmed a chance o strike,

I whispered n parting word of nd-
monition into the eir of Dorothy, ro-
colving 'in returh -4 glanes from  hor
ever, which gnvo a now throb to my
heart; then strulghtened up, and pls-
tol in hand, pushed my way throngh
the thropg of sallors Lo the foot of the
slnirs,

MFollow me, Inds," T gald quietly.

We emorged through the cotpunlon,
and 1 stepped aside a5 the others
rushed by, Thers wis no shoot, no
cheer, the fellows seeming 10 roalize
the desperste noature of thele work,
and, the Impartance of surprige, They
waore outngmbertd five to .Gno, aod
thelr only bope of .sucees lny i rens
dering thelr apponents helpless before
they could mily to o definke, Al the
pont-up hate of yoire was In thelr
hegrts, blozed madly. fn thelr oyes;
ithey were dgers leuping at the throat

Lendepvoring to reach the deck.

prehend evén 1o (lisls BIGGTFhge Thit
they must net together. It was over
80 quickly T searcely saw it all. My
eyes mwept from group to group—the
four tolllug st the cover of the muln
huteh; the fellows rucing toward the
forceastie; and Watkios' squud delv-
Ing straight Into (he grouped watch
beyond the fordmast. 1t was smarily
done; Watking had tnken no oufloss,
bot went In with both fists, asking no
questions, but battering right and lert,

Battoring Right and Left,

hls men wurging after, with stoo)
blades fiaming 1o tho sunlight, The
astounidfod watch, eursing and Sghting
grimly, leld for o moment, and thon
went stuggering back agulnst e port
rafl, unubile to stem the rosl, sand roae-
Ing for moerey,” I hod view of Chrldon
dropping recklessly down the forecis.
e seattle, and then splung forward
myself to glve a hand to the Loyt
wrestling with the maln hateh. To-
gether we drogued it fnte position,
forcing relentlessly bock as wa did so,
o doxen stroggling figures frantically
Shots
wiere fired, the bullets  whistiing
through the opening, thi Hure Hghtinge
up the black depthd below, revialing
yaguoly o mass of frantle mwen Soring
up, and cursing us florcely fo o dosin
inngunged) ot o spite of them we
climpat] the hateh down tight, and
logked 18 recurtly Into plice with an
iran, bar,

Watking needed oo help; he had nia

party rounded:.up. To my orders they

were delven Into the cool™s galley and
4 Emncd stetloned at the door.  ‘Phen 1
turned to the wore @arlous work o
frooting me in the forecantle,

berk, and If I was to command them,

1 must fiest of nll prove my courage | Afriea o (he biend of Scandinavin, | a8 good as fnother ter moe—only 1
and enforee authnrity. The whole suc | BALL naked some, thelr volees mingling | want to Know whant sorter gawe T |

ccid of our efforg dopendad on this,
“WWhnt's golneg'on below?™ 1 askotl,
“Cursin® mostly,” aniwored Cartor,

peering down through w stight uptitts

Ing of the genttle.  “They don’t Jnst

1

| ntush lantern barely (lumingted the | there noy more of you fellows who

tinguished the glant Cochoso, his 1m:
menke hands grasping n wooden bar
ripped from # bupk, Plaloly enough
he wae the leader, I I was to rule,
this block brute miust be conguered
nt this wvery siart, conquored by my
own hnods, sod 1o the presence of his
mater.

MStund birek thive lade™ 1 sald stomi-
Iy, *T'0 explaly all that hns happencd
presontly, but fisdt I am goltig to Hek
that black within an loch of Wis life,
Stop out of thore, Cochose™ .

Ho came grioning widely, balancing
the honvy elub,

“You mean me, sah? You all think
yer kin Hek met*

*¥os, I think go; 1 try it anyway.
Here Carlson, take (his pistol and
shpath  Knife, 1f anyone Intorferes
shoot him, Al 1 ask s falr play.
Drop that' club, Cochiose, and throw
uway your knife. Yon ood T will dghe
this out with bure hoede"

His dull braln worked alowly, and
he stored at me, his oyes ugly. His
sllence and lack of response, awoke o
growl from the lmpntlont clrele of
mwen behind, Ooe fellow klckod the

seemningly crushed the very breath

of me, hls glint strength met with”
realstunce which luereased his fury.
Already the fellow bud lost hls head,
but I fought coolly, pulting my skill
ngningt brote force, every wrestl
trick 1 knew flukhing into wy beal
Breatblosaly, my flesh scraped  and)
brutged, T wriggled partly free, nnd
tripped bim, his great body striking
the deck with a thud. T fell with him,
drageed down by his dosporate grip,
but was first upon wy feet, seluted by
& roar of delight fram the Hips of these
erowding about us,  As he stuggercd
up alwo, I strock him agaln, o hlow
which would bave ended the ' gaine,
tnd not my foot alipped on the rocling
decke As it was It drove bhim (o hie

knces, groggy, and with one oye ha'f
cloged, yeb with strength epouih lefy
to reguln his feet us soon ne 1 This
time be chorged me like n wild bull,
froth whitenlng bls 1ips, scarcely aps
pearing haman in the yellow lght. 1n
mud rage e forgot all eaution, his
ot thought to réach me with lis
hiandiy and theottle me Into 1feloss
pulpe Efoughit hlm back, deiviog blow

elub out of s hand ¢ prucnsty,
nnd another plucied the kuolfo frotn |
lils helt.

an blow through his guard, sideaten-
ping his mod rushes, lnding agiih

T hng pot decided thatsevon In'my
own minl. but the ‘answor camp
promptly envugh. .

Y1 am galogeto lenve that to the erowss
Ad soon a8 We have all secure, Tl
have every man e;m:n:k. and theh
wi'll talk It over, s falr enough
fan't ey L

“It looks folr. Come on, mates; I'm
fur the Englishmah,

Only one followed him, however, a
\ #hegpreineed boy; the others remnlned
{mullen and deflant. T had no further
time  to waste In  explaoations. I
gloneed up at Cartor's face framod in
ip sttty hile

“Carter, pass these men up and take
thetn forward with the others. Turn
i over to Waiking, Then come
bedke here, and roport to me

They went wp the ladder ona by
ope, and disappeared onto the deck
above, Cirlson and T watched the
oiliers untll Carter stuck his head
onoe nguin through the upentog,

AN wafe, sle—they wis Hke lamba

“Very wolli stand by to help. Now.
o s, HEE this Black and shove him
o swhoro they can got hold above"

They holsted the unconsctous form
up the ladder aml foresd It through
| the Bole onto'the deck, At iy storn

"You blg skulker,” the tatter said, and agsin on bis body. Twiee 1 g0t ainmand they eriwled forth into the

with un outh of doriston, “go ob, aud | I over hix Geart, wnd b st fonnd | oosine T

fight 1
Whnt for ALOght this White man?
Al don't even kuow who be 1s"

Jub steaight to the ¢hin, ATl the foree
of ane hundred and elghty pounds was

e they plcked up Co-

| the chande T sboght, amd sent o vENE] goons nd carrled Bim afl

I went (o the mnin bateh, and had
the cover slipped 0 ong  slde, the

“Then Tl tell you, Estada tsdead ;| hehingd the danehod flst, nnd tho 800 | qemed. sallors gihiring close dbsut

Manuel 15 0 prisoner
mund of this burk. You are a big,
bossting cur! T heard whint you sl
when 1 eame down, and now Il make
¥ou proye it

I took two stops forward, my ad
vanee sy &wift and unexpeetid the big |
nojro hnd not even time o throw up |
an arm in defense. With open hand 1
stk him sguarnly nerons the fnce.

CHAPTER XX,

In Full Posaession,

A rone Of doelight went o, T knew
spdtors and Tl thoy wonld welcomas o
fight lke this and their mmediote |
syppathy sould be with me for starts
Ing 1. More than thot, this black

bully, rullng over them by brute force, | trust, and hoye them stand over there |
coulid bie no fuvorite, They might fear | to the right, Call thew out by namo; |

him, but with that fear would be
mingled Hate, and a delight o bis
downfull,

In that Insatant, although I almlwl|
recall  removing watehful eyes fenin
the negro's fuce, T recelved an lmpres. |

slon of my surroundings nover to be | coused enlling.’ slx or seven you re
grnged from memory—the gloomy - | mpbned elustered In front of e, w)
terlor, thp deck, foul, litered with sea | motley lot, one of them kn Indidn, e
Boots, nmd (senrded clothiog, ond the | others wostly balthroels,

poleax.  Oneg weakly he endenyored
to rise, bt this time 1lused my left,
nud be oever stieced ognin,  lyiog
thoro with no wign of Hfe except the
quivering of the huge body. Assured
thut he wos down and aut, 1T stood
abuve him, gaalng Into the ring of exe
clted Taces, -
*That's one atteoded to," I sald
whortly. “Now s thers nny morg of
Jou who would ke to fight this outd™
There wan no answer although the

ring witened dnder the threat of my | o0 5e

eyes, nod Dot sullen foces hoke dnd
there, 1 was In no mood to take

Sehanoos,

“Cerlson,” T sald,
these mon,

"gou  know sl
Plek out those you can

be Hvely now™
They stopped forth eagerly enough;

| and ranged  thetselves befors the}
lrunks, the facks mostly thome of north- |

ern Burope, nlthough a tegro or two
wanM  atuong  them, As the Swede

1 glanced

geoat behws overhend blnekened by | from face o faos Inquiringly.

amoke. The: rayt of the swinging

“How pbout 1, you?" T nuled, “Are

|1'mllm| spode, the rows of bunke be- | take s chance with us? Thls 18 wy

Wi | roaring about the negro.

youd remslnlng mere shadows, yet this
dim, yellowlsh Ught, fall full apon the

exelted half clrele of mwen who were | volee in BEuglish, unda beavded fellow, |
They were | hurned bluek, pushed s woy to tho |
must. boave men enough to kall the |0 Fough, wild lot. raogiog i ecolor| front. “1 used tor bo:Scoteh; now 1)

from the iatonse, Llsek of Central

In n dozen tougues, thelr ¢yes glonm-
Ing with suvagery. i
T kmow mot whother Cochose Tunged
forwand of his own wolition, or wus |
pressed on from beldod, yot suddenly

Eunow what's |I||I[|1‘v|5|_ﬂ;_' yey o bt the ! Be was withln eench of me, and the

blg nlppor seems ter Lo oralain' hoetl, | Dittle seas on, ble object evideatly be-

Corlson I8 o holdip” hifn baek with bis | ing to crokh me in his glaot grip,

cutingst

*Open op and 1ot me down

1 fell, rather than elombersd nlong
the rungs of thy Lulder, cotning to
my feed on deck in the ml
groop. of aigry men. The ikt was so
poor I could scarcely see thatr facoen;
a babel of volees greefod e, and wore
thsn oue Mand geippell me florecly as
the exclted owsor selpdd o desnnnd to
MNuow whnt fn Bell wi were up o, 1
rioughdy climrsid o space, alded by Carl-
son's eutlang, and fronted Wiom, Tow-
ering above them all, hig b
Nke faee. dlstortid with roee,

npu

of n|

I it fitinlly be had me.

ming to oppose sclince to streogth,
mnd avold his bearhug Woe swayed
biaek and forth 1o the slarp pltehlog
of the ghilp,. Then he sprang stralght, |
at me delerialned Lo sinslh me (o the
déck by the very power of his one
sluught.  But I widestepped bhim, got "|
ting o two swift ploww, which rocked
hig head, and tere open oie el N
frome which bload tricklead, Yet he
kopt hls fect, bllgdly gripping for me
I evhded his chitel by leaplog 1\»11!--1
but the space wie fie oo sl 1o par.
mit thene tactien to exrry long, and
Yet, ovon am he|

last offer,"
“What's the grme?* aaked o solleo

don't know what 1 am, One flag i

plagin' In. Who are yer? An' whar'd
yer cum frum?"

1 am an Eoglish seamoon” I oans
swerod ahortly, “and how L enmi
aborrd makes no difference.  Hight

now 1 fm the only pavigator on the
Estndn 18 depd—inifed lust |

Numur,
night by one of the buceaneers, Mnn-
uol Estovin bad o bhand 1o tho busis

new, sud he's safely locked inon state- |
Cpptain Sanches In wounnd- |

room aft,
ol nnd belpless, aid those cut-thironls
poddships are battened down  below
hotehis, LeVere and I ure the offioors
left, nnd we control the deck”

*Nor mepn thowe fellers were almin®
ter tnke the ahip?

“Exactly that; now where aro you |
Iads?  With Munpel und Wis buneh of |

plrantea? Or with osd"

Wit or yor golug ter do with un,
nn' this whip? Thoat's the fu'st quos-
tion,™

I'm ool twent down us thobgh foored by 0 g cage, an 1 peored down, It was o

';ur_uuo of pandemonium, rovenled in th
| ¥ollow flame of wiush lonterng, o group
éor white fuces showing clenrly, as the
| pelsoueen  below  struggled  forwand,
pedtioututing and shouting. Ignoring
thelr wind roariog, and the threat of
levelod guns, T stared down at the e
furlnted facen, woth the clawor censed
| sulticlently to 1ot my voles Bo honed,
| “What are you men (r¥log to o,
| frighton we? You might an well stap
Tthat, 'This openfog B Waned with guns,
one of you tire n shot wo'll pour
i loadd Into you, More than that; If yon
| attempt 1o ollmb ont there i o bross
||-nrrnnrnl|' tralned on ‘the hatch,  Ho
[ Matent We are In control of the ship
2

UHIAVER  MEN N
0 SEAS
“Dan'y forget: the men
merehant marine,”  syld - Adi
Bliws on bls way up the bay, '
stood by us at sl tigos and did
duty In every respect. If they
not dono s the wirk of our a
and navy would atacd but for Hitle
* % *Dam giad 1o say this

tham, that braver men pover went.

to Bow."” i

High pralse from- s hig soures
wenerously spokon! Nopo Knows b
ter than Admiral Sims tho spirit
the mon of the merchant maring and
whit thelr services counted for In
winning the war. 1% fu titting Uhit,
as commgnder of thp Amerlean naval
forcen oporating In Eyropoun waters,
ho should testify to tho admiration
in which he holds them and elaim:
for them thelr full share of Lonor
and glory. e

With  the fightlug ships of tho
navy the U-houts for thelr own good
wantod o trdfile. The quarry thoy
Ty I walt for theoughout the war
konv was the great fleek of  ships
bouring food uwnd munitions to the als
lHes and the  Amocicans  overseas,
During tholr campalgn of  ruthless-
news the German submarines spared
nope they eonld ovértake, In tha
fiee of thin constiunt poril the crows
of the morchunt whips stuck  fonrs
leanly to thelr tagk and month aftor
month forried across the Atantly
thelr eargoes,

It in oo splondid record that thess
keasien made. Tho Awmerlein peopls
have good reasop 1o be proyd ot
Ui and 'to Joln h the tiyy's prulse
of tholr courage and constaney.—
New York World,
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