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'TIh-- 'I'll leave "vou; half of rny

who ouKht fu'be wilU u. I

tulk tli.-I- HO'u- - '"' '"""
ylxrt-e- out rt thirty, ami flult,i

liln ly H.me of the others would tukc a

hand with uh, if tln-- thought It was- -

OKifr. I hiiv.n't uiiy oe tnou;m .

for Fr.miois LtV. r. lurre any
wirw' sc:in uboiinl."

"I know that,' admitted, "but he
had to be used."

"Ai what liiiy part now?"
rMfc: iw niv w;itcb below, and It will

hll u.t fll, . ieo uff the deck

unti, n is ppured. You sound these
n,n UIJ p.t t,m ttigeiher; wake

H. (1(p(.s in tit, H.arbuard watch you
hlJt.e tir(i right, and have them

sip yiy 4,u dck. Then we ll get
n,.se anus In the rack here, and be

n1,Jy lor business the nt will he
,iono In a hury. Ill wait here for
your report"

At the very best could
. acu rcely nerf rm the task assigned
him in less than an hour. The success,
or failure of our effort depended en-

tirely upon taking these fellows by
cornpleie surprise. If it came to an
open Sight bur cause was hopeless, for
that would mean fourteen or ntteen
men' linarmetl. pittid against over a
hundred' thoroughly etnilpped and
trained fighters. Only by confining
them below, with hatches battened
down, and a curnmade trained upon,
them, would we be safe.

I sat where 1 could witch the stairs,
mid the entire forward part of the
cabin. Cunsaules loweretl the table,
and began preparing the morning
meal. he announced breas-fus- t.

'Suppose you rap on the lady's door

yonder, and ask if she will join me.

Say your message Is from Senor
Gates."

She came nt once and seated herself
nnnnslte nif mid wo snoke of ihe
..,.,.- - wUo C.nnsaules served. He

WH M,,M hnverimr about, but mv anx- -

lety to have a word with her alone
mo tn K.ui hfm tf, ,iend Can- -

tin SmiwIip. We w:i 111 until he ois- -

nppearetl within the after stateroom,
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CHAPTER XVII.

A Murder on Board.

To 1r cerbiin of free Hjmco I extend-im-

one bund mid my lingers fame Inlc
Unexpected conlii't. Willi Ihe buek'nl
a chufr. Without riinviuif my body I

frntxp d thin web-oni- wciipon of de
fene und Mvuiitf It nboe my hend.
Whoever tin Invader creep! nn upon
us mlj.'ht prove t ho, lie wn eertiiln-l-

mi 1'iioniy, iictunted hy some foul

piirpoHc, und n doubt nriiicil, To
Htrlke hlrn down a (pilckly and ullont-J-

iin possible wiih therefore the plain,
duly of tlit? moment. I hud no other
thought,

The HlowncsM wlfl) which be groped
Ills way forward Indicated unfamiliar--

ily Willi Hip iipitrtuicnt, ullhniinh Ii (h

direct advance omo Kpo--

rial purpose. Clearly ho hint tin 1'cnr

of nttuck. I roiilil deiorniiiio nlnioiil
lllti I'MK't ponithril UN IiIk inlviith-llif-

foot felt null loudly H lm u; t lit deck.
Hit enrne forward Inch by huh. I

measured tho dlMlnm'e uh Indicated hy
faint, HhulHltiK Hounds,

I could not nee hut T know. With nil
my force I Htruclcl UllmUy uh It had
been delivered Iho blow hit fair; there
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irss living briiiKH nM tt' prematurely.
Ttie !niil.v tni:rii.m: me iinjiaireil innt
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6t is Bfii'iil!y tin1 kninevs.
ttiftn clesa ai:tl in pr.ip-.- wur:iiig

at id vuu will !.'r:il!v ti.id your-hl- l
in t.'iafu A. TaCi'.Oi.Ii AftKAt
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liol.l) llraiid. in Uirvv alii'a,
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have jut cupiurt-- his inurtlercr, I

xplujned. 4There Is rOOn to believtj
thin neta part of a euiisplruey to
ielzt the ship In connection with 0';e
fellows amidships. Doe that lO suge
leao io meir quanersr- - a

t'Ml once, cnort but now there ts
a closed door of oak, studded with
Iron, not only locked but barreu on
tins nuin. 1 dure are itut two Kys r
one for the captain and ttie other for

im who commands the buccuncurs.'
i

I stood there a moftent. con.lderIr
this Infornmtlon.' The only way th,
mutineers could reach the cabin then
would be from the deck, descending
through the curnpanlon, Su long as
they remained unaware of the eipture
ofManuel there wus JitUe danger ,cf
their taking such action, , J

"Very well, stewnrd," I Fiiid. "You
go on about your work us though noth--

ing bud happened. If any word of this
nft'atr gets to the crew, or to thosetfcl-bw- a

forward, I'll hold you, responsi-
ble. You are ndt to leave this euhin
without my permission, nor speuk to
anyone. teV'tre."

The mulatto fa?ed me respectfully
enough, and 1 had a feeliqg he would
obey orders, largely because he dure
not rebel.

"They will be wondering why you
are not on deck. It will bo better for
you to take charge of the watch at
once, and keep the men busy. Ilvilew
Watklns at the wheel and send t

down to me. lie can choose the
fellows who will stick better than you
could, and then can circulate among
them without arousing suspicion."

Watklns Boon shalllcd down the
steps. He whipped oil his cap and
stood waiting.

I put my hand on his shoulder.
"Tom," 1 saitl soberly, "we are m the
same boat, and understand each olher.
The chance has come for both of us. If
we play the cards right Listen while!
I tell you the situation, and what I
plan doing."

I told it briefly. wasting no words,
yel relating every fact lie listened;
witferly, but without interruption un- -

111 the tnd.
"What do you make of It?' asked.,
"About what you do. sir. knew

there was something of the kind going
on some of the mt n forward are iu
on You've got the ring leader."

"Manuel, you mean. Who did he
count on ffir help In the forecastle?"

"Co'ehoso, nnt( a handful of otiiers,
niggers ami Spaniards, mostly. Tiny
meant to pull the affair off cither to-

day or tonight. Your plan gives us a
fair chance, sir. A dozen good men on
deck might do the business.'.'

"Hut are there a dozen aboard .to
be trusted?"

"Well, yes sir. I rather think there
are. I'd say that In both watches
there's maybe fourteen to be relied
on."

"In my watch there's Jones. Ilar-woo-d

and Simms, either Kngli.-- or
Welsh. They're all right. Then there's
a nigger named Sam; Seliaiitl, a
Dutchman, with his partner, whose
name i dou'l know, and two
Itavel and Pierre. That makes eight,
nine counting myself. Then In the
starboard watch I'd pick out .Mm Car-
ter and Joe Colo, two SwC, t

sou and (He Ilnllin, and nig-

ger. Then the:-- are u of Kinns

bearing a tray; then tier eyes
iv iitieil tn mine, tilled with ouestion- -

watch below inut he Kom hy now. I'll
take the fellow's knlle piluutf, us IL

mum not ho round heng
Wo parted with a rlup of hand, n'

I opened Hie st lit enjoin door tu.ffl

slipped oik tiitoi-.ihin- To iir$ sn

prim the light overis)the table had
been fxtinuuifhed. rendering Hit cabin
mo hfnrk I hud lo actually feel my wiiy
ft i ward. flVie lantern nniHl have been

jjuMSout ulnee Hereby onn cunfl-'- .

isrute. After Mmoictif(rit of uIliitiin
I fouiWl my wiiy across to ty iMu
uliiiooin and press'd opvn the iloon

The full of the(knife (0 my helt (.
trHeied my uitentlon, ami J ihrwit
forth, rurtou. lo learn if It hore

nuk of ownership. My eye wero in
slant ly attno (i d lo t dark Niain on
both Jdlt in1! hhule. I held It lo th
IlKht It Tv its tho Ktaln of blood, ami
my hiindu we n l.o reddened hy It. in
that first Insljtftt of horror 1 hurled
tho weapon out fliroui-'l- i the o(teu port
into the.Beu. Itlood I 'J liad been
murder comuiltied 4i hoard, and the
fellow I had Klrm-- down win Hcekinjf i
refUHo, endei soring to tliid roiureal-inen- t

fnllowhit; hi.s rrlme. Ay, hut
what about ibe ll'bt In Hit cabin? It
had been csiini'Ui.-he- d after the tleo
life fugitive had entered DoiolhyVi
Hlateroom. fJid this menu but IIk
wlnyer had an aeeumplb-e- ' If so, Jhen
tin killing wum not tin; resnll of
iimto personal quarrel iitahl.blpH,
tn tho 'fori'diHile, hut tho result of
some ewnsplriiey, I thiut:bt of

and of Kstmla'H iilan to olijt'lin
control of tho ship. nuld 11j)k ho Its
culmination? And was Iho Sputjiurd
already lyliu; th ud In his cabin?

Nothing cuiiit' of my thought- - only
cnnfuslon; nor did i darn Inveiljralt
for fear of hcfomln mon dfcpiy in-

volved III the liui-fly- No, tla it? was
imihiiiK lo he done ; my Hul'etj.', and
the sitl'ely of the t;hi depended tin our
apparent luornnee of w bat bin I oc-
curred. Convincing my.ielf of? Ibis, I
washed the blood Ktalns fcom my
bunds and lay down In the hunk fully
dressed In await my call.

When called I oxchnngcil hut few
words with I.eVere. Jlo went ijnfeUly
to Inn mom. Nothing of Importance

heriide me looking out across the ex-

panse of Hen.

Almoin emerged from the companion
and stared up al us. shading bis mouth
with one hand as he spoke.

"Me answer nolhinir, W nor I.eVere,
'Wui Ihe door locknl?"

"J know not, senor; 1 not try to open
It."

"The swine," said ljt-- lI sap
pose I'll have to go myself

"We'll go down together, lienor, 1

fi&ld qulcfiy. "Kslnda must be nick ;
I couid hear Hie rumpus Amada
kit ked up even on deck here. No man
could sleep Ihrouch that ravkct."

CHAPTER XVIII.

A New ConspIr?cy.
The interior of the cabin appeared

desolate In the gray lighl of dawn.
led the way directly to Ksiadu's

Hlateroom. My heart pounded like a
hammer as I rapped on the wooden
panels and waited some response from
within. There was no answer, no
round of movement, and' 1 rapped
tigalii more loudly, my ipiesltoulng eyes
seeking teVere's faee. lie was listen.
Ing as intently us myself.

"There is something wrong, senor,"
he whispered, "lor he was ever a light
Sleeper." '

The door was unloeked. the latch
" M""K INSIilllliy IO 1110 llfUllt. HUH t

eppetl within. A glance tel.! every
thing. Kstaila lay in bis bunk, with
one leg d:inltng '"""
crooked again st tin' .Mii wnll. Ill::
very poslurc was ti.ni i.r sudden ,1,1111,,
even hud It 'not i.im ii i.iot..r-- .i i.v ii..--

,Mly . n.ul iho .lark of
hltit il Uli.t. l .u ntil. I li. aril un lil- -

' ma lli.ii l ri 1.,- - .n.l - I l..r nn

was o Hnid, tin InarllculiLte gnain, and during my watch.
Iho full of a body upon the Hour he-- l Tho dawn came cold arid gniy but
yolid that nothing. I waited breath- whh clearing skle. I climbed Into Ibv
Jessly llNtenlng for the sllirlilest move- - nmln crosstnos and swept the horizon
inent. I felt Dorothy touch my slum!-- ; with a glass. Not so much iim a speck
lcr and caughl tho sound of her voice rewarded my efforts, and .1

trembling at my ear. Hie ratlines, shnullug to the hoitswaln
"Whilt 1h It? What did you do?" to cull Hie port watch. WatkP.is came

! slruck him with n chnlr; ho to the wbcid and I sent tlu- fellow
tluro on the deck. Walt where you,"H relieved down Into the cabin to
ura." rout out The two returned

I hcnt over u nd touched him. The 1,1 (,,M'k tw"'r iKro glancing
fellow lay In a heap will, no .ercep-- ; i'lwly wlllimiL mounting Die

tlblo heiut-beat- , no Heinhhiiicn of lmlll''r'
bre:ithlirj. My lingers nought his faco, "y,,u rn Senor lEstada yet?" he
find I could Hcnrcety suppress a cry of lli,,M,h)ued.

nurprlse be was not 1,'stada. Who, "No; 1 hud no ordierH to do so."
then, was he? What could have been '!! tol' bio call him at daylight,
his puniose In thus Invading ihlh.H'To you, Airutdu; go wako uj) the
Hlateniinn? All I could grasp was the wnor."
fact Hint the fellow was not the Tor- -' The penman dlsupptnred. while

lie iiossesso'd o sintintli fin-o- , Voro crossed tho poop deck and stood

ing.
"Tell me what has happened?" Site

breathed eagerly, "i heard the noise

cf n struggle out here, and voices con-

versing. Why are you alone?"
1 leaned over to speak In as low a

tone as possible. And I told tier the
situation In detail and my plans.

Kiie sat silently gazing "at me across
the table, her parted lips trembiing to

an unasked, question. Ilefore she could
frame this in words, the door to the
companion opened, and Watklns de-

scended the stairs. At sight of her he
w hipped off his cap.

"You may speak freely" I said.
"Tills is the young lady I told you
about, and of course she Is with us.
only talk low."

"Yes, sir." using in hoarse whisper,
and fastening his gaze on me. "It's all
right, sir."

( To be Com in tied Next Sunday)

Three Mnxwoii cars like new. Good
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Jii' t..nl utterly umblo to inuvo,
knew alreaQ what I should find, yt--t

fli0'!y forced myself forward he wan
iit'oo ,J('U'L phTced with three knlfu
tbrustH. Pntood up iWld faced tb
mulatto, $hnsi counteriatice wia fulrly
tnfMi wUh horror. i"U'lx.i ,i. ...... r,

nor J.eVtn-J- ' niKijj . "Tiiw "

wpm wf

Who Did It and Why?"
man has been murdered, knifed. Who
did- It ninl why?'1

lie could scarcely answer, gripping
at the table for .support, and never re
naming his gaze from tin face of the
dead man. t I believed bis words;
was convinced this was not the terror
ol guilt.

".My Cnd! I ennnot tell; I have
never dreamed of this."

"Had tlio man enemies. Anyone
you Would NUSpeet?"

Ay, plenty of thorn; we
all have, V.V expect that. In our
trade, 'flifs ship H full ot devils ready
enough to do such a job; lint I could
not name the one who did do It. I
know of no cause. I have heard noth- -

7.M believe yotl, LeVere," I said.
"What cm we do. senor?"
"Doi We must talk that over first,

itT Tiiuooi iiuti uoN Loing uiiiu v'Ljnre prcpnrcu. i acre is more danger;
in naity uenon than nnytbing else."

l snur tue unor neuiuu us mm in men
the key. It was a relief to get out-- j
side, even into tliut dismal cabin, tie- -

ynnd view of Kstadu s dead face, he- -

Vere. who had evidently lost his nerve,
sunk Into a chuir.

"Vou fear tin uprising, n mutiny?"
I questioned, "when this Is reported?"

"What will prevent?" he usked.
"The captain cannot stir; the mnte Ik

dead; the men already crazed because
we take no prizes. They will murder
us also and take control. Those devils
amidships."

"And who leads them? Who would
be captain?"

"Manuel Kstevan." he whispered.
"I thought as much. Then It Is

.Manuel Kstcvuu we must secure first
before I hoy know. Whatever his

men may know of what has occurred
they will make no move until they get
bis orders. We must slop the possi-

bility of his issuing any. Without a
leader the advantage is ours."

"Vou mean to kill hluiV"
"only as a last resort There Is no

eooil leeling between those quartered
amidships ami the crew?"

"No, senor; It Is hate generally, al-

though they are not nil alike. Tin
real sailors are captured men;
they serve iu save their lives, and
only for these others on I and coidd '

"' he held long. 1 our plan, sctvor.
is ttt set the one against the other?"

"Ye1?, If possible. These sailor men
are of nit races. Can they be trusted?"

"Some niUtit be, sir; It Is hard to
tell how many. II Is not the race

munis so niueb, senor. There
are those among fheiiS who woohi not
iare ( rcturti fo htmeHty."

"And you. teVereV
Ile spread bis hands and shrugged

his shoultlers. ' t'here Is mt titipe ot
me; I was born to the tree life." j

"What then is iX with you?"
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Tiui, geuor revenge," end bis
''fth gleatntMl suvagel 1 wouf plt
' this dliinutd who neeka ft be chlet.

I fun nev4 bno; I mn of bluet
with0 nejfro hlod In my vefrm,

and white mcirwould uever havS It no.
K... x.y unimi- - '11m. lu tel.f

am Kith you nom If thfe devil so

l'ii- - 0,,r l'lan uteht wor teli me
j inore of It."
j 'Wh:;t are tie4dd$ say you ftilrt

to a hundred? Ay, buf nurprlse will
overcome Hint. My plan Is this: First

jo Rmre Mnue as quietly a pos-- I

Bible but at whatever . With hiin
In our hand, or iled, the buccaneers
have no leader. What then? There
an? nifti In the crew on deck and la
tin1 to be trusted Walk In
Ik one, and he will know otiiers, a
doz"n no doubt They w ill ho enough.
We will whisper the truth to these,
and have them ready for a tdgnul. The
forward door from nmidshiiw i.s closed
by Iron burs is it not?"

bis eyes ngnln fipcrkllng
Willi interest. '"I be men (puniToleci,
and there was flghtlug."

"Then then; Is no escape In thnt di-

rectlon and It can be no great task
to close any passage leading uft
tower the deck hutch nod we have
tliflse devils below cag'd like so tniiiiy
rats. There need he no lighting; star- -

vatlon will bring thera to terms."
"I'.nt, penor, your dozen men ennnot

guard the buccaneers below and ulso
inanago the hark. The crew arc not

jail lambs many will sympathize with
those thus locked beneath deck.

Is bad, and a friend of Manuel,
ile will tight, and there ure others
to back nlm."

"1 know that, LeVere. The whole
plan is desperate, but there is no other
possible. Here Is my scheme. There
is a gun rack In the cabin to arm the'
dozen men we can trust. The others
have nothing but their sheath knives.
Tho buccaneers can be secured below,
before these other lads ever realize
what Is happening. As soon as we
have control of the ship we'll round
them up forward. They won't dare
face the guns. I'll give them their
choice."

"And what will you tell thera, so--

nor?"
I caught my breath, conscious of

bis meaning. My .secret hope could
not' be revealed to this fellow. The
Jiiiswer came quickly to my lips.--J hc wll(())l mitll( Koilor ljt.Vore
,,1!lt Manuel conspired to seize Ihe
hark through a mutiny of the hucca- -

n,.,.rs; that these were to be turned
biose with II etise to kill anyone on

iird who opposed them? Hint their
real purpose was to divide among
ihemsolves all the treasure below.
then wreck the vc sel and escape with
H. . 'Phut to mis end Kstada had al
ready Peon murdered. I shall explain
that we discovered this conspiracy
just In time to save them from but-

chery, and (bey must stand by us or
else submit lo those

"And aft-e- that, senor?"
"Why, I'orto Grande, of course,"- I

aduiilletl heartily. The men will un-
derstand what that means a handful
of gold for each of them and a run
iiAhore, Why, I.eVere, they will make
more apiece than b.y looting a half
dozen ships, and with no lighting. It
will be a fortune for you and me."

Ill somber eyes lighted up, startled
by this new Idea, mid he sprang' to
his feet.

"You mean that, senor! W'q divide
what Is below and sail for I'orto
C.raiidc? 1 hear ym right? You not
mean surrender? You stay pirate?"

l laughed, my nerves tingling to the
success of my ruse he had taken the
tempting bait like n hungry fish.

"Why, of course. I mn not .such a
fotd as to throw away (his chance.
This is our chance. I.eVere. If we put
tin Nam or into I'orto t ramie, with
Sanchez on board and alive, and those
hellhounds locked below, we'll get nny- -

thinu we ask for. We'll bo the cycles
tf Hie wall;.-- ' If be. shouldn't live
throuu'h. why then well have a ship,
and ecu run the paint alone. Kither
way, it we w in, the prize is ours aim
if we stick together We win."

My apparent enthusiasm cauirht the
t'ellow. J could rcudi the .working of
Ills mind in hU face, This new view

jd the situation promised wealth,!
power, the total defeat f Kstovan;
e cry! hint; tie most desired,

''Vmi think Senor Sanchez live?''
"What dilVerence? If he lives he

owes bis IM'e to us. If he dies the bark
Is in our hand-- , and the treasure.
Oner we have won we care nothing
If be !le or die. Are we together in
ttiisV"

He thrust nut n lean yellow hand,
unti I gripped it.

"Si. senor; I :im with you.?
'Yiii pledirr your won, Francois?"

--
!. ihre it, senor."

"Cooii: And ou have mine. Now
to t .Mnnuel Kstevan, and
then t he 1'ieii on deck,'

CHAPTER XIX.

Laying she Trap.
Out tlrst job was executed much

mere easily than 'I hud nutfelpatrd.
e caught .Manuel sound asleep, ntltl

I.eVerr pad s: y hands at iiis throat
be lore tlie fellow could grasp n

weapon. The narrownrss tf Hie state-rooi- u

prevented my takini: much part-i-

the niT.ur. but the mulatto needed
nt help. a be dmcgetl the curbing
Spa'iihtrtl from 1ii.j bunk to ihe deck
ami tliiitttied nun savapc.ly. Intlecd
be wtrjhl have killed the fellow had
f not Interferrd and twUleiMits hands'
le.'e, lea vmi t l'tevan earely eon
m ion-;- . A blanket ripped into strips
sei cd tt' b:nr lut'i securely rnouirh

the present, but- 1 tlmuirlit It best
to lock ih. door, and keep the' key In
my own peeki't. l.eVen would h'Ave ,

him c.n as In lay there help- - ,

less, bm for my threat und insistent..
Once Mek In the rahln my eyes .!;- - j

tiimuivh.' tint frUrbtened face of the
'im: tril; Ht us fm out j

the tl.uk t f tho pas.iiKe bftdiiii, for- -

w an).
here, tlunsaules.' 1 sjtid

s;ern!-- .
"Step lad: there's iwUt- - )

4 fi,r V Hi to ,fcar. Senor iVtada hus

Specify and Use
7 .(t?' ? Vj?

h4 I3"

long hair, mid was n much smaller
xniin. I drugged the body where the
llirht llluinlniitlon from the nfler port
fell directly on the upturned face. The
features revealed were mi familiar
those uuniieHtiomihly of a
Indian. Dorothy crossed to my Hide,
her foot striking n knife, which cuile
glimmering Into the narrow range tn
liht. She stared In horror at the
Ugly weapon, and then nt Iho ghastly
countenance.

"lie came lo murder! See, hln knife
lies there. Why phouhl he have sought
to kill me?"

"It Is nil mystery,"' I ndmltled.
What shall he done with Ihe body?
It eannoi be left lying exposed here;
no one would believe you killed dim,
Hi ill my presence mu-;- l not lie suspect-
ed."

"Could It." she suggested, "he
ilrnpprd through the port?"

She shrank bue; from touching the IInanimate lli;ure, yet It rcipdred the
combined cn'orls of both lo force Hie
fllflVning body through, the porthole.
We could distinguish footsteps on the
fled; above, hul tbeM were regular
nod undNliiibeil tln slow promenade
from rail to rail of the otlleer on
watch. Clearly nothing had Item
heard or lo awaken

"If you should be questioned tomor-
row you had best know nothing," I

alil gravely. "1 do not think you will
be, ft a siiivly.nii attack can be no plan
nf l.Vliw)., Il 11.1 ...I, ...

ute. oe HMiinv mis pmauiou tin Ills
own neentint : if he is nibbed It will
be taippo.sed he fetl overboard, and m
one will care. You are not afraid tit
retn iin her, nl

"No ; I urn not gii atly frlidttetied,
but shall y and liar the door with a
chair. I ha e no k y.
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