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Jump when he barks. He's goln' !er!
goA a kolfe In his ribs sum day."

"Maybe he Is; but yer better fcM
yer tongue, Tom. BuncIiedon t stand
fer thet talk, an he's back o fieVere.

'

Let's go la; them gasketB will hold all

right now cum 'long."
I could ooperceivenow clearly the

character I wns destined? to assume
when once safely aboard the Namur.
Such an assumption would Involve but

slight danger of discovery. Itwa us
though u miracle had opened the way,
revealed to me by the unconscious tips
of those two gossiping
sailors. The story told fitted 'my, ne--

cessitles exactly. Und I planned tho
clrcuiM.stonces myself nothing could
have been better prearranged. No one
on bourd hud seen the missing man by
daylight; ho was believed to Have
sunk without a struggle. Yet no one
knew positively that this was so, he- -'

cause no one cured.- - The death of the
lud had simply been taken for granted
when LeVore had failed to see his
"body rise again to the surface. Yet It
was quite within the realm of possl- -

blilty for the fellow to como up oneo
more Id thut darkness, beyond

range of vision, and even to
have remained afloat, buoyed up by
clinging to tUe anchor hawser, until
strong enough to return on board. At
least there was no one aboard the Nu-m-

able to deny that this had been
done.

Satisfied by this reasoning of being j

able to pass myself off ns the dead
man, I began slowly and cautiously to

drug myself up the taut hawser. I
had chosen a fortunate moment fur my
effort ; no one heeded the little noise
I made, and, when I finally topped the
rail and was able to look Inboard It
was to discover a deserted fore deck,
with the watch all engaged 'at mine
task unil.dship.H. I crept down the fore- -

castle ladder und worked my way uft
beucuth the black shudow of tjie port
rail, until able thus to drift unnoticed
i ihu u group uiiiniH omo u muiiisnu
halyard,. The fellow next to me, wl th

roat releasing bis grip, turned his head
and s tared, but without discerning my
features.

"Whnr did yer ' cum frum?" he
growled, and I as Instantly recognized
Hill Haines, "Iteen sojerin', have yer?
Well, now, lay to an' pull."

lief ore I could attempt an answer
a tall figure loomed up before us, tho
Kiinio voice I had noticed
previously calling out sharply;

"There, that's enough, men ! Now
mike fast. We can head the old girl

'out from here In a jiffy, If It really be--

glr.s to blow. Jose, you stand by at
the wheel, In case you're needed ; some
of the rest ship the enpstan bars, and
remain near for a call."

"What are1 ye swlngin the yards
'fur, anyhow. LeVere?" nsk?d Ilalnrfs
Insolently. "Just feryxercse?"

"llecause I am a sailor, Untnos," he
replied angrily. "Anyhow It is none
of your business; I wus left In com- -

mand here. Those clouds don't look
good to me; there Is going to bo a
blow before morning."

Haines growled something and Le- -

(Continued on Page 4.)
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PI I APT hill V-- Fnlrfux party, now
In It own Hloop on tliu I'tUumac, encoun-
ters a myulcrluui bark, the ISuinur of

CHAPTKft VT-- Fairfax party
Ian iln for the Tilxht with u chunl ot Kold,
CuxlylA ltivHtttfuto a myieriuu BiUl ut

' mldnigtiU

CHAITKIl ylo dlnrovom Cap-Ia- n

Hanrl)f 1b Uliir-- Hini'htl, pliinnlriK
to atiml tho i'ulrfux gold und ubiiuut
JJorwliiy.

CHAPTER Vlil,
t

A Victory and a Defeat
I a roue silently to my fuct, fully

Jiwnro that nil hope of thwarting thU
vlllnlny lay In Immedlnte action. Han
el iea had turned Hllhtly and Hlood
with Ids face toward the bay, 1 von- -

ttired a cautlntiB step forward und
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dear. Willi xtrnng, silent strokes I
swiiiiiorormird, directly brenstlnK the
furcft of tliu Incoming Hen, yet iitiiUintf
fulr prioress. Koine mieoiisliliTed cur-

rent iniiHi hove fvcp1? rue to the rielit,
for, when the outlined of the hurk

Hie hIkM I found myself welt to Hli.r-h- d

of the vesl. Ktndilnjf well
under water and with only any eye
exposed above the surface, I eh tuwd"
my co'ii rho to the left und Towly and
ciiuDniisly' drew In toward the star-
board bow. A few 'moments later,

from nhove, and protected
from otiHcrvulfon by tho bulpe oi the
(jy(. mi ir mill (li.lwltv ut tliu blitiflllW,
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Devising Some Means for Attaining
the Deck.

my bands clung to the anchor hawser,
my mind busy in devising some means
for utlaiulns the deck.

CHAPTER X.

On the Deck of the Namur.
It was here that fortune favored me,

strengthening my decision and yield-

ing a fresh courage to persevere.
Forking out directly over where I
cliiii'. desperately to the wet hawser,
mv eves w ere able to trace the bow- -

Hprl. the rather loosely furled up Jib
Happing iHr;g',(I edges in the gusts of
wind. Suddenly, os I stared upward,
I became aware that two men were
working their way nut along the

ami. as they reached a point al-

most directly over my head, became

busily engaged in tightening the gas-

kets to belter secure loosening
tmll. The foot of one slipped, and ho

hung dangling, giving vent lo a stilt
Kngll.-d- oath before liO' succeeded-haulin-

himself buck1 to safety.. The
other Indulged In a chuckling laugh,
yet he was careful not lo speak loudly.

"Had one drink too many, Tom':"
be asked. "That will pay yer fer

the bottle an' never glvln' me
atu 'Iicr sup."

"Uu, h 1! Yer lied the fu'st ov It.
Vhnr'ft nn Mirier lock ver don't L'lt

yer fair share of, Hill Haines trust
yer fer thet. What I ain't got straight
yet Is whnr thet stuff cum from so

easy."
"That won pnrt o the luck, Tom.

lad yer git eyes! on thet new feller
Manuel Kstevan brought buck with
him In the boat?"

"The one you and Jose enrriod
auonrd?"

"tie's the lad.- Thar wa'n't nuthln'
the matter with the cove, 'cept he wus
dead drunk. We wus waitlu' on the
UmicIi fer Kstevan. an three fellers
he tied taken along witli him Inter
town ter cum back the nigger, Jose
an' me when this chap hove
'longslde. He never balled us, ner
nuthin'; Just cllni over into the boat,

lay down. I shook him, an' kicked
him. but It wa'n't no use; so we just
leiy him W thar fer Manuel ter say
what wus ter be done with him. Only
Jose he went Ihrough his pockets an'
found three bott'les o' rum. We took
a few drinks an' hid whut wus left In
the boat locker,"

"R t bet's how yer pot It! Vhj
w us the party V"

"Thet's niore'n I'll ever tell yir. I
never got no sight o' him, 'cept in the
dark, 'limit all I know Is he wus
white, an' likely a sailor. Knyhinv,
when Manuel got back be told us to
haul the lad forrard out o' the way,
an' Cct'h hi in along. So we pulled
out with the feller cuddted up in Jhe
bow."

"I never nutliln' more of him
after be was uboanl. Vhut
bccoT:u' o" the lad V"

"Him? oh, .l.'e nn' me carried blm
Inter the !' r'ea.-sel- nil shoved him
Inter a berth ter sleep oft bis liquor.
Thet wus the last I ever See rr hear
o' him fer 'bout six hours, when Ibis
yere'l'ellif inut n woke up In the

siir.i crazy, lie cum a eliargin'
out on k. wiiDocin' like nn Indian,
waxhi' !i knife i:i his hanjl. inlendiu'
fer ter h I. AVclt. it happened
thet toe fu'.t feller he run up against,
wus I.e.Vere, who w us cumin flprrnrtl

in' f"r about a minut
t?iar was ne h I ov a ticht. It was
So dark 1 eouMut tell w'ltf.fe diil

but It us fists nio(!?. till the
mate drn the poor ilevH, cus-ii- like

evrc- ugin tie raiU au' tlui
heaved him out Interline wat.er long- -

iide. 1 tile fellvT Sjillisll Wfet'II
he ,sir;i' K, Tin t he never t uut ni

did I.cVere ?.oV

Th(y would nutlfk'iiiy fiftil

liuidifrluMJi, unuidiMr. VViu!(l tlmtiir.
to Htop Dicib? W011I1J the diHrov-er-

of hl hoify hnlt ih followcrf iind

fti;iil (lii-- rushlntf 4mvk to thoir bn;ft,
ruKr to Ret HiilVly awoyT '4'hl did
not Bwin likely. Unladu knew of my
bourUtng thu tdoop from the wharf,
utiii wouiu ut once conni'ci in a inn or

iny uciiit; u snore wiin. ine kiiuiie 01

Simrhi'.. TIiIh would satisfy him
tlioro wuh no further thinner. ItrHiihH,
ttit'so were not inciv to (lee In panic.
Hurely nrt with that rufllun Kxtaila yet

und the knowledj,'- -

that fifty thousand pounds wn yonder
In that utiKoarded houe . with no one
to protect the treasure Tiut two old
nien nsleep, and the wrunen. The
women! Dorothy! What would

of her? Into whose hands would
she full In that foul dlvltdon of Rpollttr
KstndnV And I, afloat and helpless
la Mini bout, what could X do?

CHAPTER IX.

A Swim to the Vamur.
AH was black, hopeless; with head

hurled In my hands I sat on a thwart,
dazed. Before me, pleading, cxpies-Hlv-e

of jitfrmlietf" despair;, arose the
sweet ace of Dorothy Fairfax: fio.
doubt by this tlmo all was over the
dead body of Ranches discovered, the
projected attack on the house carried
out, the two old men left behind, ei-

ther tiend or severely wounded, und
the girl homo off a helpless prisoner.
Ay, hut this I knew; there was only one
place to which the villains might tlee
with their booty the Namur of Hot-- '
terdatn. Only on those decks and well
at sea would they be safe or able to

enjoy their spojls. The thought came
to mo In sudden revelation why not?
Wns not here a chance even yet to foil
them? With Sanchea dead no man
abourd that pirate craft couid recog-
nize me. 1 felt assured of this. I had
fought the giant negro In (he dark;
he could not. during that fierce en-

counter, have distinguished my fea-

tures any more clearly than I had bis
own. There was no one eUo to fear.
If only, 1 might once. Aueeeed in get-

ting safely aboard, slightly disguised,
perhaps, and mingle unnoticed among
thu crew, the chances, were not had
for me to pass undetected. Such ship;:
carried large crews und were constant-
ly changing In personnel. A strange
face (fppearing among them'necd. pot
a roust! undue suspicion. And I felt
convinced I could locate the Namur.
Itut could I hope to attain Ihe ship In
advance of the returning party of
riii.ic;-M- (iod helping me, I Would try!
My brain throbbed .wllh fresh resolu-
tion ttio call to action.

Thero were oars In the boat. !l

shipped the useless rudder Inboard
ami chose my Course from the stars.
My boat had drifted considerably far-
ther out Into the bay than I had. sup-

posed, and It rerpiired n good half
hour of steady toll at the oars before
I sighted ahead of ine the .darker out
lines of the shore. At first Cnullt

Identify nothing, but finally there sail
denly arose, clearly deilned, the gaunt
limbs of n dead tree, hearing u faint
resemblance to a gigantic cross, that
had been pointed out on tho sloop.
This peculiar murk was at the extrem- -

Ity o( the first headland lying north
of the point itself, and consequently
a straight course across the bay would
land ine within five hundred yards of
where the Namur had last been at
anchor.

To a degree my Immediate plan of
action had been definitely marped out
within my own mind while tolling ut
the oars. I would beach my dory and
strike out on foot directly ncrosu Die
narrow neck of land. The Namur was
,HH s ln" "Ul Irnl" snore as to make
swimming to her a dangerous feat,
jlnd 1 could npprouch und board her
wllh far less chance of discovery lu
that manner than by the useif a boat.
The greater danger would come after
1 had attained the riwk, wet to the
iytn. Tho sharp bow of the dory ruu

ui on the soft sand of the beach, and
1 stepped ashore.

Then Ihere came to nie the first real
consciousness of the reckless mil ore
of this adventure. As I faced then
thu probabilities (here scarcely seemed
one chance in a hundred. And yet I
tiiut admit there was the one chain e;
mid In no other action could I per- -

eeive even that much enrouragemcTit.
If Dorothy Fairfax was already In the
hands of. these men, then my only op- -

uMunlt.v for serving lor lay tn toy
helm: cli.e'al hand. No alternative
presented Itself; lio other effort could
be effective.' It was already too late
to ajtethpt the orirnniatlen of a res- - j

cue party. No. ihe only I'hoice left
was for tne either it accompany (he
tirl or else abandon her entirely to
her captors. 1 must either face the

of dlseovery and capture,
wltl.li as Mirely meaiM torture and
death, or otherwise p'av the cywurd

'rtnd remain Impotently behind. So I

drove the tcniptati-- to falter away
ianrl strode on up thv bank li.to the
black shadow of the trees.

1 found extretiit ly hard wulMtitf bs
;l adainci1 through tam;led under-- !

bruh, ForioimdJy. the diMtnuV .v.ls
een h..rtr than ! had anticipated.
li w:it net until nftef I bad advanced i
tanii.H Into the water und then
i.,.,l l. I.. ....I.. .

:il (re surface tltat 1 Mieceeded ill j
letatin the vessel .smi.ht. Kven tl.i
th.- - miilir inly hh . lie-r-

ii'lerv, Mlthotn ii. iinR.'v.ns Ikht
.In.aiiut .aliiKinl, et .piwreiillr an-
ehiiri'd fTi the 'sum., ne.i'.l.m u. w lv..n ,t.

h:i.l .e.4 ,.t tii. prevlotx .

(.)! uildett 's!r:lti.'llt nut tlix.Mi'ti
the llleQor nrf. nl4 nil ffi..n;
the 0hed lirveiie 0 tely suli- -

i'ereelve only dim flgtrres, a riot of
men

ci mt ico, my one nrm remained rree,
and I drovo the slifup steel Into hi in
twice before be forced the weapon
from my lingers. I thrust an elbow
beneath thu brute's chin, and thus
forced his head buck until the neck
cracked,

Ho was too strong, ton Immense of
Hluturo. Apparently uuweukeued by
bis wounds, the nhmt nero, thor-
oughly aroused, exerted his mighty
tn uncles, and, deRplle my utmost effort
at rcxlHtmice, tlinmt me back against
the stern rail, where the weight of his
body pinned mo helplessly. With a
roar of rage be drove his huge list into
my fuce, but happily was too close to
Klve much force to the blow. My own

hands, gripping the neckband of his
coat-H- Mhl rt, twisted It tight about the
great trfroat until. In desperation,
panting for breath, the huge brute

the tall. I struck something us I fell,
yet rebounding from this splashed Into
the deep wuter and went down so

neany unconscious as to make not
even the slightest struggle. And yet I
caInu u, onc. Inore tll (jH, Hiiifaco,
arming l.y nhfer chance directly be-

neath The wunll dory which my body
mst jmvH etrtit:fc us I.fell towing by

a painter astern of the sloop, ami for
tunately retained sense enough' to
cling desperately to tills llrst thing my
hands touched, and thus remained con-

cealed. '

The dory Caught In some current,
floated tit the very extremity of Its
slender towllne, and In consefpienee
the sloop nppeared Utile more than a
mere Pitunk'O, when my eyes endeav-
ored to discover Its outlines.

the bloody work had been com-

pleted, for now all was silent on board.
I'J'hen came (ho voice of Kstada In a
gruff inquiry;

"So you are hiding here, Cochnsc?
What are you looking for in the

"What? Why that d d Kngllsh- -

'imtn. Mon llcul He fought me like
nsinad rat."

"The Kngllshman, you say? lie was
'hero then? It was be you battled
with? What became of the fellow?"

"He went down there, senor. The
dog stnhlit'd me three times. It was
either lie or 1 to go."

"You mean you threw him over-

board?"
"Ay, with his ribs crushed In, and

not u breath left ln his d- - d body.
He's never eoine up even I've watched
and there has not been so much as u

ripple where he sank."
'! two must have hung In silence

o the rail stating down. I dared
!!: advance my head to look, nor even

ve a muscle of my body In the

"How came you aft here?"
"Heenuse that fellow leaped the rail

from the wharf. I saw him, and wo
met nt tho wheel."

"From the wharf, you say? Tte was
not aboard,- (hen? Santa Maria 1

know not what that may mean. Yet
what difference, so he be dead, An-

derson, Mendejs, throw that carrlo'n
overboardno. bullies, never mind ;

Jet them 1U) where they are, and sjnk
an auger In the sloop's hottui.. What
Ik that out yonder, Coeh,

"A mi. .ill I o.it. seuur a doty, I make
It."

"( 'lit (tie MIIK UOft UiMlfl t ,1,1 rift
Now come along with in1.

' I I' ll that the I I

into ter. wns
"I'll WiMl., I':ir, lv llMf III re-

l: " '":,"--

e.r ,tiii,i- uf I'f in. i li n i: I'lt.Ty III

e :iiid uececticd ill

up eitt of Wilier
it steril. helV'es-

tii 'flie i mo

nt thi u;K iiceoittp'ivln-,- ry
me. and I ljiy ilte.v

l i"" le- ' inn
s.;tl i n tiii- w liow li'ti I re-

liniliH t th ei this time couid not
luie ,il. A ' awakeit-'ee-

tio: n out ('iii.'ii'te-ne-

reiurned. te ll tlli- Jll:)lp pilitl o mv
Wi uinU. a entijl the stii g of i;ll
ft liter. tren ;hl fne t .lion
w here ! w as and tin
ttingmg luc rt' te. I rvttth'l
lust ,blood, - l.
n!i;lil.V vi'iiM'tl to tnv, ,.ii,.f n er
rlkbt e,iiiiina!U!i .m ved Tf' em via.
a Hint Hie knife si islics Wi 'cv none
of tliem 'ief .et My o! i r in. iitie
were hiv,si lo ndd"to lay i'i- -

Hl fort fit n suit of liw,i dealt tne
by Sandier, and,-- Vehose, in i;.B ated
'iV tt benrllse L 4 the ifint
gr.J Imle. d. ke ti th.i- - WiH.v-
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or my presence must nave luintenceii
the man, for he swung suddenly anont,
tittering a stltbMt cry ot startled sur-

prise, as we met face to face. For nn
Instant wo were locked so closely
Within each other-- desperate grip, his;
head bent bneath my arm, with my
fingers clutching at his throat to block
any rnll for help, that he possessed no
knowledge of his assailant's Identity
Hut the man was like a tiger. I he.

surprise of nttnek was to my advan-
tage, yet almost before I realized what
was iielug done lie had rallied, hroken
my llrst hold, and hia ives were glar--j
trig straight Into mine. Then he knew!
me, his freo hand Instantly griping
at his knife. Fven as be Jerked It
forth 1 crushed Ills wrist within my
fingers, forcing his forearm back,
Thero was no outcry, no noise, except
that nf our heavy hrealhmg and tram-- )

pllng feet. Personal hatreg had
In both our hearts 1 doithiJ

If ho ever thought of nught else but
the desire to kill me there wllh his
own hands. Only once did ho even
Utter u word, hissing out the sentence,
as though It were a poison;

"To hell with you, you sneaking
English curl" ,

What followed hns to me no clear-- '
iiess, no consistency. Never have I
fought with deeper realization that I
needed every ounce of strength and
every I rick of wit and skill. Now 1,

knew the fellow possessed greater
knowledge or tho game than 1 and a1

quicker movement; af excelled luj

weight of body and coolness of hruln.;
Twleo he pricked me deep enough Hi'

dntw blood, e fore 1 succeeded In
tl,., ..111. ...hl,.lJ

he held Ihe 1lade. lie met (he game
too late, tailing half hack upon one
kneo, hoping thus lo toll my purpose.
Thero was the sharp crack ot a uom
us his useless .lagers let Uie untie
drop, a snarled of pain, and then,1

Villi the rage of a mad jog, baucnez
Struck his tuclh deep into my cheek.'

With a thrill of exultation I gripped
the knife, driving instantly the keen
blade to Its hilt into the titan's side,
He tnndo no cry, no Ntrugglo-"th- e set
teeth unlocked, ami he Ml limply
back on t ho sand, his hrad lapped by
the waviv.

The feilow lay moilonh-ss- ids face
upturned to the sky, but litislole ex-

cept In dim outline. 1 rested my ear
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