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Blighty, |

F'rmu this first-nld post, after Inocus
Inting me' with antitetunus serum (o
prevent lockjow, I was put lnto amanm-
Ihlllllll('r" nnd sent to a temppracy hos- |
pltal bebind the linex, Po rénch this |
|hospltal we hod o go alobg n mnd
labout five miles In length. This rowl |
lwag under shell fire, for now and then |
o flaro would Hght up the sky—u tre- |
‘mendous eéxplosion—und then the rood
seemed to tremble,. We did not minid,
though no doobt some of us wished

In “Blighty

that & shell would hit uk and end our

misery, Personnlly, I was not particy-
1nr, It wus nothing but bump, jolt, rat-
tle, nnd hung,

Sevornl times the deiver would turn
around and glve us o “Checro, mutes, |
we'll soon be there—" fine foMows,
those nmbpleoce drivers, a lot of llmm|
go West, ton,

We graduslly drow out of the fire
gone and pulled up in front of an fm-
micnse dogout,  Stretcherbenrors enrs
rled me down o number of steps and
plncedlme on 4 white table In o brightly |
Hghted room,

A sergeant of the Royal Army Med-
lenl corps femoved my bandoges nnd
¢nt off my tunle, Then the doctor,
with his sleeves rolled up, took charge,
He winked at me nnd 1 winked bock,
and then he asked, “How do yon feel,
smaghed up a bt

I nngworatl: “T'm nli right, hot T'd
give o quid for n drink of Dase®

He nodded to the sergeant, who dis-
appenred, nnd 1M be darned If he
didn't return with n glass of nle, 1
conld oply open my moith about &
quarter of an (nch, but 1 got nway with
every drop of that ale, It tnsted Just
like Blighty, and that Is heaven to!
Tammy.

The doctor «ald gomething to an: of-
derly, the only wotd I could eiteh was
Hehiorofortn,” then they pub some kind
of an Arrangement over my nose and
mouth and it was nie for dreamland.

When I opened my eyes I wns Iying
on a sireicher, In a low wooden |
bullding. Everswhors T looked 1 snw

| peaple,  kome cheerlng, somn “nvim.'|

1mwnmummmmm
others rod awny we went for an
nlthmn mile ride.

w .ﬂnabmummm The |

BCroes from me was M«I
up something horrible,

Right ubove ine was & man from the |
Royul Irish rfies, while seross from
him was:x Seotchman,

We had gone aliout thres miles when
I heard'the deatb-rattle 1o the l,)ﬂwt
of the man opposite. 'He had gone to
rédt across the Great Diylde, 1 think
at the. tinfe I envied him,

The h1un of the Royal Irish.rifles
had hud bl left foot blown off, the
Joltlng of  the ambulance over the
rough road had loosened up the band-
agen on his foot, and had started it
hloeding ngnin, " This blood ran dowa
the, side of the stretchier and stnrted
drippliig, I wos lying on 1y back, too
weuk to move, and the dripping of thll
blood gat me In my unbAndaged right
eye. 1 tlosed my eye snd preity soon
could not open the Ud; the blood had
congenled, and closed 1t} an If It were
glued down.

Aw English girl dressed In kKhokl wak
driving the smbulance, whils bealde
her on um sent wns n corporal of the
A A They '%eptiup o rundlng
muremr. ashout Blighty which al-
most wrecked, my nerven; pretty
'abon rof the strétcher ubove mé,, the
Irishman, Becnme awdre of the fact
that the baydoge from his'foot had:be-
Jcome loose; It most have palhed him
lmrrlh!y. because ha yelled in'm Toud
volees '

“Ir w_u_ don't stop this bloody dﬂth

‘and fx this d— bandsge bh
mr foot] I will get out and walk.”

The girl on the seat turned around
and in a sympathetle volce amsked,
“Foor ifellow, are you very badly
wounded 7" v

Tho Irlshman, at this questlon; let |
out & thowl of ladignation and: ap-
swered, "Am I very badly wounded,
whiit lnmdy chieek ; no, I'in not wounds
o, T'va oniy boen klcked by u}cmm”
bird*

The ambulance immediately stopped,
and the corpornl ennie to the resr and |
fixeil i up, nnd also washed out my
Flght ¥¥e. 1 woa too wenk to thank
him, but It wos a great relief, Then
| I muat have become unconsclous, be
cnuse when I regnliaed my senses, the

nmbulande wos at o standstill, abd my l bod

streteher was belng rewoved from 18

It Wity night, lanterns werp tlushlpg
here und thete, and T could sap streteli-
er-benrers hurrylog to and fro, Then
I wis careled Into a bospltal tealng

The lgslde of thiz traln looked Hke
heaven to me, Just pure white, and 'we
niet_oue. first Red Cross nurges; e
thought they wero angels. And they
woere. .

Nice lttle soft bunks and clean,
white sheets,

A Red Cross nurse sat beslde me
during the whole ride which lasted
theee hours.  She was holding my
wrlst; T thooght T had'made o hit, and |
trled to tell her how I got wounded, |
it she would put her finger to her lips
and sy, “Yey, I know, but you musta't
talk now, try to go to sleep, 1t'll do you
good,” ‘dottor's oridlers.” Later on I
ledrned that she wos taking my pulsg |

[ that IN‘I'!ld! ut tlaak;-clomeu ﬁnﬁ_
would pess my bed apd each

| top; hend aver me, and whisper, "I'In
béat of luck, mate.”"

Bonked with persplration 1 wuulkl
awnke with a ery, aod the night nerse
would eome over and hold my haod
This awakening got to bo a hablt with
me untll that particular nurse was
trinsferred to another ward.

In three weeks' time, owing to the
cureful trentment recelved, T.wis able
to sit up and get my bearings, Our
ward contaiued seventy-iive patients,
00 per cent of which were surgical
cuses, At the hend of ench bed hung
n- temparaflive chart and disguosis
sheet.  Across this sheet would he
writien "G, 8, W." or 8. W, ""the for-
mer meafing gun:shot wonnd hnd the
Intter shell wound. The 8. W." pre-
dominnted, especially among the Royal
Fileld artillery nnd Roynl engineers,

About forty different regiments were
‘represented, and many arguments en-
gted a8 to the respective dghting abil-
Ity of ench reglment, The rivalry was
wonderful, A .lnck arfuing with nn
Irfshman, then n' atrong Cockuey ac-
cent would butt In in favor of a Lon-
don regiment, Befork long a Welsh-
man, followed by & member of & York-
slflre regiment, and, perhaps, a Cano-
dign Introde tﬂemselws nnd the argu-
ment woxes lound and furlous, The
patients In the beds start howling for
them to settle thelr dispute outside
and the ward 18 In an uproar, The
hind mister comes along and with n
wiive of the hind 'completely routs the |
ddughty warrlors . and wgaln sllence
relgns suprame.

Wednesdny nnd Sunday of ench week
were visiting doys nnd were looked
forwnrd to by the men, becadso they
méant parcels sontaining frolt, eweets
or fugs, When a patient had a regulne
visltor, he wnd genornlly kept wall
supplied with these delicacles, Grent
Jealousy is mhown among the men ns
{o thelr visltors nrd mony word wors |
onsue after the visitors leave,

When o man Is gént to & convales-
cent home, he generally turns over his
stendy visitor to the mon in the next

Most wisltors have autograph nlbums
nnd bore Tommy to denth by nsking
him to write the partlculnrs of hig
wounding in same. Severnl Tommles
try to duck this unpleasant Job by tell- |
Ing the visitors that they cannot write, |
but this never phases the owner of the !
nlbuin ; he or she, genernlly aho, &ers
to wrlti- it tor them amd Tommy s !
stung Into telllng his experlences,

The questions asked Tommy by visl- |

| tors would make a eclever Joke book| poatients who had heen wounided o ihe |

to a military mon, a H

Some Lindly looking. old Indy will'
stop at your bed and In o sympathetie
volee nddress you: “You poor boy, |
wounded by those terrible Gernminns, |
You must be suffering frightful pnio. |
A hullet, did you say? Well, tell me, |
I have piways wanted to know, did It!
hurt worse golng i or coming out " |

" Tommy generally repllies that he did |

hiad been flled Int. The dripping b had | o icr g, Frost UrFs

heard enme from t “water pipe over on
my right,

« With my wounded shoulder, 1t wu
mmunhln to shibny up th plm. 1
could not yell for hel be!!
resever would want to now how the
nocldent happened, and T wonld be
haled before the commundunt on
charges, 1. Just bad to grin and bear
It. with the forlorn hope that one of
the returning nlght ralders wonld poss
and I could give Him our usunl signal
of “sisnka-6" which wuuld tirlng him
to the rescue.

Every. half-hour I could Imnt the

clock In the villogo strike, ench stroke
bringing forth a| muMed volley of
vul;naa on the man who hod dug the
well,
« After two hours T heard two men
talking (n low volces. I recognlsed
Corporal Cook, an ordent “night rald-
er,” He heard my “siss-ss4" and
came to the edge of the hole. 1 ex-
plained my predicament and amid s lot|
of impertinent remnrks, which at the |
time I did not resent, I wns §oon fished |
out.

Taking off onur boots, wa nuenlml Inta!
the wird., I was sliting on my bed in)
the dark, Just atartlog to undress,
when thp man next to me, “Ginger” |
Philtips, whispered, “'Op lL. Yank, ‘ere
comes the matron™

I Immedintely got under the eovers
fnd felgned gleep, The matron stood
talking In low tones to the night nurse |
and L fell usloop,

When I awoke In the mornlng tln-
“night sister, an Atierléan, wok hendlng |
over me. At awful sight met my oyes,
The coverlet on the bed and the sheets |
wore a mass of mud and green slime,
Ship was a good sport nll right, and
hustled to get clenn elotlies and ahopts
40 that no one would get wike, hut “on
her own™ she gave me n good tongue |
lnshing but did not report me, One of
the Canadinns in the wnrdVdeseribed |
lier as belng “a Joke of a good fel-|
low.” '

Next vlsiting day T bad an nwlnol
tlme explaining to my visltor why lI
had not met her at the appointed lI::w
and plooe.

And for a weele every tiine I passed
n patient he would enll, “Waell, woll,
here's the Yank. MHope you arve feels
Ing well, old top."

The surgeon in our ward wos an
Aweriean, & Horvard unit man, named
Frost. We nlcknimed him. “Juclk |
Frost., He wns loved by oll.. If n;
Tommy was to be ent up he hid no ob- |
Jection to Hrlllr'n,n'ln;. thie operation If
“Tock Frost” was 'to wield the knife,
Thelr conflilenco in him wos pnthmlc.|
He was the best sporl T hovoe over met.,

Ome Sdturdily todiint L& tommand-

| unt and some “High up” ofMicers wore | Th° Author Just Before L““" for

Inspecting the ward, when onoe of tlwl

hend by n bit of shrapnol. fell on tle
floar In a fit. They braught him round,

and then looked for the ward orderly !
to eorry the patient baek to his bed |

utthe other end of the wird, The or- |
derly wis nowhore to be found==lke |
our policemen, they never nre wht-u|
nooded.  The officers wore nt o loss |
how to get Palmer Into his bed, IJnl;'-l
tor Frost was fldgeting around In n

yvery few minutes; a8 I was very weak | not stop to fgure it out when he w uu neryous manner, when suddenly with |

frwm the loss of blood and they ex- | In

pected: ma to snaff t, but 1 didn'ts
Prath the tenln we went Into ambu.

[ |
|
One very. nice-lookMg, overenthusi-

| astle young thing, stopped at my hvd

o muMed “d—-n" and a few olber
nunlifylng adjoctives, he siooped down |
and took the man o his nrme ke o |

lunees for b short ride to the hospltal | ond ngked, “What wounded you in th“ baby—he wis no feather, elther—nand

shilp Paunama, Avother palace and mote |
nogels, I don't remember the trip |

| merass the ehunnel, |

Liopened my eyes; T was belng ear- |
ried on o streicher through lanes of

fings, anfl’others crying. The flogs were
Uolon: Jacks, I was In Southmnpton, |
Blighty ‘ot Inst. My stretcher wos |
atrewn with flowers, elgarettes, and
olifeolntes, Tenrn sthrtéd (o run dewn
my choek from my good eye, 1 1lke n |
booby was crying. Can you bent Iti— |
Tlien into another hospltal traing |
five-hour ride to Poaignton, apother nm-

| bujupee ride, and thén 1 fvas enrried
oo
| Women's War hospltal and put loto a

Munsey ward of the American

ronl bed,

This real hed was too much for my
unstrung nerves and I fulnted,

When I enme to, u preity Red Cross
nursa was bending over me, buthiog |
my forehead with cold water, then she
left wnd the wird orderly pinced a
sercen around my bed, and gnve me &
muthndeded buth and clean pajamas,
| Then the sercen wos removed and o
bhowl of steaming soup wus given me, |
It thwted deliclous, ]

Befora finishing my soup the nurss)
come. back to usk me my name and |
! number, She put this information down
I p little book and then asked:

“YWhere do you come fromi® I ane
swered

“From the hig town behind the |
Stutue of Liberty ;™ upon hearing this
she sturted Jumplng  op wml down, |
clapping her honds, and ealling out to
three nurd<es peroas the word:

“Conue hore, girls—at lnst we have |
got a real live Yankes with us"

They come over and besleged me
with questions, until the doctor ar-
rivedd, Upon lcarning that I was an
Amerlenn he almost erushed m$ hand
in his grip of weleome, They nlse
wert Amerieans, and were glud (o see
e,

The doctor very tenderly removed
my bantnger and told me, sfieg view-
Ing my wounds, that het would hive to
tnke mo to the operating theater lm-
miclutely.
whot was done with me.

In & few minutes, four orderiles who

face?"
In a pollte but bored tope I nn-‘
swered, “A rifle bhollet,” t

With « look of Uimlnin she [lmhml'
tu the next bed, first eJuculuting, "Oht|
Only: o buller? I thought It was o
shell.,”  Why she should think o shell|
vwoutid was more of a distinctlon beats
me, T don't see g whale lot of difter- |
ence myself,

The Amerlenn Women's War hospl- |
thl wiy o heuven for wounded men, |
They were nllowed every priviloge pos- |
sible conductve with the rules nnd mill-|
tary disciplinn, . The only foult wos!
that the men's passés were restricted, |
To get o pass required an aet of pur
Iwment. Tommy tried mony tricks to|
et out, but the commandant, nn old
Boer war officer, was wise to them wll |
ond It !auh n new and clever rise to
muke him afflx his signuture (o the
coveted slip of pupet. |

As apon ns It would get dark many e
patient climbed over the wall nod wiend |
on Iilg own," regardless of many slgne
staring him'in the face, "Out of hounds
for patlents,”  Genernlly the nurkes
weee looking the other way when ane
of Hhewe night ralds started. 1 hope
this Informntion will get none of e
Inte trouble, but T cannol resist (he
temptation to let the commindont
knaw thnt oceasionnlly wa put It pver |

| on him, |

Ohe ufternoon T reeclved a note,
through our underground ¢lumnnel, from
my femnle visitor, agking me to attend
o party ot her house that night, J
ntswered thyt she could expect mo and

| to mect mé at n eorinin ulur::-' on the

rond well known by all patients, and
some visitors, ns “over the wall' 1
told her T would be on hnn:] at seven-
thirty.

Abont gevenfiffeen T sneaked my
overenat nnd eap out of the ward and
i It In the bushes. Then I told the
nurse, a particdlar friend of mine, thet
LT was golog for A walk In the rose m.r
den, Bhe winked snd T knew thnt &
erything was all right on her énd.

Going out of the ward, I slipped into
the bushes and mode for the wall, Tt

through the underbrush, when sudden-
Iy T stepped Into space and felt myself

| stngrered down the wurd with him, put
him dn bed and undressed bim, A lcw1
murmur of approval came from the pos
tlents, Doctor Frost got very red. and
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loked ke uodertakers  dressed In | rughing downward, a harrible humsp up,
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ny ealls It

nnd blackness, When 1 eame th my
wounded shoulder was hurting horrls
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and far away I conld henr the trickling
of water, 1 hod In the dnrkness fallen
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Two dnys after the nadtﬂnkn
squed corrled me to the operating
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beenuso of the funny flme we see uns
| der etier, nnd the operation Was pers
formed, It was g woaderful ‘pleca of

.
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