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ESTORM S RIGORS LESSENED

BY NEW ROAD ARRANGEMENT

New Year Will

Be Greeted Quietly
CHURCHES HERE ARRANGE

WATCHNIGHT SERVICES

Bacchanalian Programs of Yore to
Disappear Several Programs Are
Provided For.

FIRST U-BO- AT

CSPIORE IS

IDE PUBLIC

HUSKX GRANDSON AND WON-
DERFUL GRAIN CROP OUTLOOK
PLEASE STATE EXECUTIVE ON
VISIT TO UNION.

4-- AMERICAN PRISON KltS ARE 4.
DENIED COMMON COUU- - .j.

THHIES BY HUNS Jf'
f .

AMERICAN HEADQUART-- 4.
j. ER8, FRANCE, Doc. 29. 4--I

Americans captured by Ger-- 4

many aro regarded as not en- -

titled to the ordinary courtes- -
I los extended to prisoners, ac- - J
J cording to Information here.

4 Presumably It Is Germany's
Intention to employ Americans
In the lowest forms of labor

4- - and wretched conditions, like
4 the Russians formerly export- - 44 enced.

4-- 4-- "fr 4" 4 4 4 4 4- - 4 4 4

National Guards Is

. i

i'i :''

' ''

'lit'

Topiic of Guarders
LA (JRANDH COMPANIES AWAIT

MORB DETAILED NEWS

Home Predict a Militia Company and
II Homo (lunrd Company for

lift (Jramle.

Just what part Oregon will play
In the now national guard to which
army recruiting stations are now
receiving enlistments will probably
not ba known for some littlo time.
At any rato Adjutant General White
has received his instructions con-

cerning enlistments and what class
of peopla are eligible. In the main,
any man over 31 and under 41 can
Join and will rocolvo regular, army
pay. Thoso who have slight physic-
al defects, and aro of the draft ago
can Join by special permission. Tho
early orders indicate that tho sorvlco
will not bo purely guard duty, but
will take the placo of tho old state
militia that Is now federalized, and
the mombors are subject to duty any-
where ln America.

Home Guard Still Intact.
While It 1 ' - :v to Bay defin-

itely. La G- - Guard offic-
ers are of the opinion that the small-
er communities will still bo asked to
maintain their homo guards. The
disposition of the La Grando home
guard companies will remain Intact
until further developments at which
time, many hope, it will bo possible
to organize a national nillltla com
pany hero of the middle aged men

Bacchanalian stunts on New Year's
Eve are, of course, taboo this year on
account of the war, and tho further
reason that only in isolated vicinities
can the wherewithal! and necessaries
be readily obtained. New Year's Evo
in La Grande will bo largely cele-

brated with private parties, theatres,
dances and watchnight services, in tho
various churches. All of which is in

sharp contrast to the programs car-

ried out in all the largo towns and
cities of Oregon only a few years ago
on like occasions. I

Annual Meeting Set
The annual congregational meeting

of the Methodist officiary and mem-- ;

bership will be held Monday evening
in conjunction with a promising pro-- 1

gram of speeches and music. The fol- -.

(Continued on Pago Throe.)
. o

3-in- ch Rain
Tallin a Week

Proof of tho continuity and vol-

ume of the recent o of rain
is seen In weather observations made

by tho government obsorvrs for tho
La Grande territory today. For one
week tho total rainfall needs but ono

part of an Inch to bo

three Indies. This Is far more than
fell during tho whole Summer juBt
pnBt. Temporary coosatlon, at loast, I

has como In tho rain which hit Union
county this week. The r.howoiB

stopped this morning, and the Grande
Rondo river which ha3 been quite
high haB done Bonie damage to

bridges. Immediately began to recede
a considerable drop being noted this
noon.

o
PRESIDENT KEHR A

UNION COUNTY VISITOR

President Kerr, head of O. A. C

is in La Grande today on an inspec-
tion trip. After conferences with
County Agent Paul Splllmau and
Home Qomonqtrotor Murphy ..who

also makes Jior headquarters In Oils

city, President Kerr will go on to
Union to visit tho experiment sta-

tion thoro. Facilities Installed at
that point for testing stock feeding
are of much inteiest to Mr. Korr and
ho keopa In close touch with their
development. He took advantago of
a spare day, after attending tho
teachers' convention in Portland, to
run over to Eastern Oregon, a point
in tho Btato which he hns not vis-

ited for some littlo tlmo.

One Bolter Climate.

Billy Sunday has persuaded 15,0.00
Los Angeles people that they want to
go to heaven. Such disloyalty to the
climate of southern California. St.
LouIb t.

"GET READY

your largo acreage, and thena soak-

ing rains well.'-.lt- 's going to ba

great, these crops. The same condi-

tion largoly exists ln the state at
largo." '

French Frost Flenses.
Of the war the Governor la deeply

concerned. Whon shown a dispatch
from the English trenches today to
tho effect that the tronclios are froi-e- n

up, ho was visibly pleased and
said:

"Winter alone can save us. If
Germany broakB through' tho western
front before America Is ready
well!"

Oregon's Part Lauded.

Oregon's part In patriotic moves
were generously lauded by Mr. Withy
combo. When gently chtded at
Marlon county's failure to como up
In the Red Cross drive for member-
ships, tho cxocutlve adroitly defend-
ed tho Btatu capital county and pre-
dicted that commonwealth would be
fore the woek-en- d hnvo made a show-

ing fully as good as the average.
"I am Intensely proud of Oregon's
part In this war game as proud of
thorn as I am of my little grandson
over at Union," exclaimed Mr.'WIthy-comb-

Politically tho state's executive
preferred not to be quoted, being too
much concorned with hla happy so-

journ at Union and the great pros-
pects for big cropB ln this vicinity
noxt year.

After completing bis visit ln Union
county, a district which is extremely
doar to the Governor, he will return
to his habitat at Salem and once
moro shoulder the burdens of the
Btato's cxocutlve affairs.

ALONG TRENCHE

that Tommies off dnly put in their
time skating and following othor win-

ter sports. They thoroughly onjoy
the novelty after the long siego of
rain and mud.

Holy Land Bloody Again.
LONDON, Doo. 20.Heavy fight-

ing is in progress In the Holy Land
from Jafra through Jorusaloin along
tho historic Jericho road, almost to
the. Jordan. Abortive offorts to turn
tho British flank near Bethany have
failed as did attempts to break Brit-
ish domination on tho

railroad. Falkonliason is In
command of the Turko-Teuto- n fprco
aimed at the British.

Unquestionably tho happiest man
In Oregon Is Governor JameB Withy-comb- e,

who Is in Ln Grande today
with his e cronies

of Eastern Oregon. Two primary
factors aro responsible for his beam-

ing face, foremost maybe Hint ho
has just relived 10 happy years of his
life In one week, bouncing a husky
grandson on his knee. Tho Governor
like nil good men and true, Is pas-
sionately fond of children. Over at
Union "My Bob," who la a chip off
tho old block ln many ways, is tho
father' of Robert Junior. Now Rob-
ert Junior has boon "governor of Ore-

gon" for tho past week. Ills grand-dadd- y

hasn't slept much In that tlmo
for when Bobble; Jr., was awake he
ocuplcd the stato executive's time,
solely and exclusively, and when
Bohblo was asleep tho Governor
found a little time to visit with Mr.
and Mrs.. Hubert Wllhycoinbe. Then,
too, tho Govornor has ono of his
piizo saddle innics at Union and

this week the Governor has
donned, the chaps and herded ln tho ,

sleek beef steers from the grass cov-- 1

qred foothills. It lias been a grand '
week, and, to quoto the Governor,
"One of the gem woeks of my lifo." j

Bumper Crops Predicted.
To como to tho second reason for

his good spirits:
"These rains aro wonderful," he

exclaimed when Interviewed today by
The Observer. "What this nation
must havo Is r, wheat and
meat, and the weather conditions 'In
Oregon prosago a wonderful crop
which makes these essentials poss-
ible. Barring unfni'seen cnlamitlos,
your wonderful Grando Rondo valley
will produce millions next year. With

WINTER CAfPiNG

By PHILIP SIMMS
(United Press Correspondent)

WITH THE BRITISH ARMY, Dec.
2!). Winter has practically frozen nil

fighting on the British front. Their
lines are buried in snow and the ther-
mometer is far below the freezing
point.

Artillery Only Active
" There is little chance for fighting

along this front.
The Germans have, however, been

bombarding trenches southwest of
Eoiirlon, and later gassed the HomoKo
sector buck of tho lines.

Skating Order of tho Duy
So thorough has been tho freczeup

M the companies nd leave wanoif uwv. j!(!1Xoat.4a. tb thw

4-- j j

4-- DILATORY TACTICS COST
SCORES OK MVKS AND

MUCH MONEY
4

WASHINGTON. Dec. 29.
4 Quartermaster General Sharpo

has admitted a month's delay
la buying wool for soldier's

4-- overcoats. Camp commanders
snld the delay had caused

!t scores of deaths.
Tho BoBton Wool Trading

4-- Company on April 3 offered all
4 the wool It controlled at pre-

vailing4- - prices but Sharpo did
not answer.

4 Senator Weeks said this has
4 cost America 150,000,000.
4--

.j. .j. .j. .j.

STELU BROOKS OF

HUM BEST WORKER

TOT A I; HDD CROSS SUHSCRIP--
i

. tions secured bud.

Manager K. K. Kiddle Defies Whole
Suite to Show Itcttor Record

Buttons Coming Slowly.

Union County lays claim to a state
distinction once more. Tho com-

munity of Allcol is recognized as the
banner precinct in the wholo United
8tatcs In connection with the Y. M.
C. A. drive, but it is MrB. Stella
Brooks, of Imblor, that the Red Cross
managers now hold up as tho banner
subscrlptlon-gottln- g lady In Oregon.
Working In a small community, far
away from the masses of the largo
clclcs like Portland, Mrs. Brooks
signed up 229 momberB, lonehanded.
Mrs. Bldwell, of Union, was her near-

est competitor. If any other rural
community worker during tho Red
Cross drive can show any more hir
dividual membership signatures than '

that please stand up. E. E. Kiddle
would like to get their names. Tho
splendid work done by Mrs. Brooks j

helped to make Imbler the queen pre-
cinct of the county In the drive.

. Buttons to Come Soon. I

"Button, button, who's got tho
button?" queries C. C. Chapman from
Portland, at the same tlmo saying
that the real Red Cross buttons will
soon bo forthcoming. When they do
notico will be published on the Ob-

server and those who now hold the
paper- - buttons can exchange them for
tho official badge at Patlison Bros.'
grocory store.

Memberships Coining In.
While there Is no solicitation In

Union county this week, there are
several voluntary subscriptions com-

ing forward. In communities whero
the quota was not reached in the al-

lotted week workers aro still out.
Not so here. But if any one has boon

overlooked the subscriptions will bo

received nt Rod Cross headquarters
In tho Elks' home.

Stale Slill Working.
PORTLAND, Dec. 29. Clatsop

county Is the latest county In Oregon
to make 100 percent in the Red
Cross membership drive. Morrow
county Is still ahead In tho state with
134 percent and Umatilla 133 per
cent. Morrow county is also re-

ported to have many new members in
reserve with which to bombard ex-

pected showings in Umatilla. Mar-

lon and Jerferson are the only coun-

ties iu the stato with less than 30 per
cent ready, which is less than h

of their populations. Port-

land now has 73..519 and the state
outside of Portland 120,484, making
a total membership for the state of
200,033.

NEW Pl'LMOTOR SOUGHT
BY CITY

In responso to a petition liberally
signed by business men and taxpay
ers, the City Commission has ordered
City Manager Fred B. Currey to ncgo-jtlnt- e

for and purchase a modern r.

This instrument Is the last
word In rescue of drowning, electro- -

cuted persons or those overcome with
! smoke. When a selection is made,
which Is proving a difficult task, the
fire department will he its head-

quarters and the firemen will be
trained In Its application by an ex

pert. It is freely predicted that vie-

tlms of these deadly agencies in the
recent past In this vicinity might
have been saved if such a pulmotor
had been In convenient proximity to
the injured ones.

Could anyone conceive a more fit-

ting gift to Christianity than the
Holy City. With what added fervor
arid feeling will "The Holy City" be
sung In churchCB throughout the
land hereafter.

NEW YORK IN A

0 LEMMA OVER

GOAL SHORTAG E

CONCENTRATION OP POWER TO
BHIXO SPEEDY RELIEF

Everything to He Done to Get Fuel
1. and War BtipiilicH Over tho Roads

... r Arkansas Feels Zero Weather.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 20. Rail-

road executives hero believe the
intends to own as well as

operate
'" the railroads nt the end of

fUe war if not before. It Is salil
railroad stockholders want federal
ownership anil have declared it will
be Impossible to unscramble the linos
litter the war.

i. NEW YORK. Dec. 29. Zero
weather and show, winds and bitter
bltecards have brought nnotlier crisis
W tlis fuel famine. The winter's
coldest weaUier finds this city with
no reerio supply of fuel and snow Is

threatening to stop tho railroads.
Tha situation Is extremely critical
Jjere and In all Eastern cities, for
that matter. A blizzard is blowing
op and down the coast. '

Middle West Suffering.
i CHICAGO, oDc. 29. Central and

Northern states are suffering In tho

oo4(l. nd have had zero woather for
two days. Relief 1b promised for to-

morrow. Zero climate Is reported as

fr8outh as Northern , Arkansas.
General brevity, of the cold snap has
prevented fuel famines in tlieso
states.

t:ytrtm of Now Plan Shown.
"

WASHINGTON, Dec. 29. Feder-uilsatl-

of railroads hns shown

mighty advantngeB In tho face of the
storm, for Railroad Dictator Mc-

Adoo has been able to wire all lines

requesting them to move traffic by
the .most convonlont and expeditious
routes,

' - West Supplying Power.
Western lines have boon ordered

to send locomotlvcB to aid the strick-
en i East and eight aro already on
Uieir Way to congested districts. It
Is1 expected Mr. McAdoo will recom-

mend lmmodlato and strict curtail-
ment of passenger and non-wa- r trur-fl-

','
X'oal to Hnvo Precedent.

'..LtUIs order will give coal supplies

precedent and it is cxpocted the pub-

lic will accept tlieBe orders as war

orders.
Mr. McAdoo is letting other prob-

lems rest until the present conges-

tion is broken up.
Russian Power An Aid.

Two hundred locomotives ordered

for use In Russia are being held up
and will be pressed into service to

old Uncle Sam In breaking present
Blockades. This order is only tem-

porary but If Russia gets a separato
peace they will be permanently

for American use.

Rollml-- l p Record Helps.
. CAMP LEWIS, AMERICAN LAKE.

Wash., Dec. 29. All that'B needed
to get In tho remount station service

here Is a letter of recommendation
from the Pendleton Round-u- p offic-

ials. Of course It goes without sny-In- g

that the heads arc

judges of horsemanship par excell-

ence, and a man to gnln such an un-

disputed diploma for bronk busting
must be a real "twister."

"Hippy" Burinister, a Umatilla

county cowpuncher who Is well

known to Round-U- p fnns on account

of his work as official try-ou- t, in-

voked the aid of the Round-u- p to get
him In the remount station after tho

government had refused him'. Ho

found a long line of applications
ahead of him when he decided to

switch from a "doughboy" to a twist-

er. Art appeal to the officers was In

vain until Burmlstcr staled he had

been the Rnund-Up'- s tryout man. He

was then told that bis application
would go through ln a hurry if the
Ronnd-U- p would recommend him.

The recommendation came quick-

ly from Pendleton. The result Is

that Bnrmlstor Is now In the re-

mount Bcrvlce, fanning, pitching
outlaws to his heart's content, and

he was able to play a stellar role In

the recent big wild west Bhow here.

Incidentally his nickname has been

changed from "Hippy" to "Sunfish','
by his admiring comrades in recog-

nition of his ability to ride "em

Mralght. '

Captured Prisoners Are Shown Mercy
and Attention

DESTROYER FANNING

EXECUTES THENGUP
V

November Capture Follows L . pping
of Depth Bombs American Divo
After nd Savo German Sa'

'
WASHINGTON, . Doc. 29. The

American destroyer Fnnnmi . aided
by the destroyer Nycholson, is offi
cially credited with capture of the
first German submarine and its pris-
oners. This occurred in Nowubcr.

Badly Damar:
Four officcrB and 35 s' s were

taken from the submarine? .ich was
badly damaged by thec' . :h bomb
dropped in its vicinity. T.iis now in-

strument of warfare proved efficient.
Mercy Shown Prisoners

In sharp contrast to tho German
means of sinking hqlpleBS women and
children, and of shooting prisoners in
lifeboats, stands out the performance
of the sailors on board the American
ships. Two of them dove, into the sea
and saved a lone German sailor who
was drowning. This Bplondld behav
ior so enthused the prise ners that they
loudly cheered the Americana and
were still cheering when they reached .

an American port.
Submarine Sighted in Time ,

The attack was being made on a
merchantman in the convoy when the '

was first sighted, and the de
velopments noted above followed.

THREE BRITISH VESSELS SINK

LONDON, Dec; 29. It is announced
that three British, destroyers were
either mined or torpedoed; off ' the
coast of. Holland. Thirteen off icers -

YOUNG AMERICAN GENERAL ,

WILL END WAR IN 1018

NEW YORK, Dec. 19. The war
will end In September, 1918, after an
American general has done "wonder-
ful thlngB on the French front, ac-

cording to a Chinese prediction Just
received horo.

Pariali-WatBo- n and Company, Chi-no-

art importers, 500 Fifth avenue,
received a largo "Tung" jar valued
at 15,000, last week. Tho jar-wa-

mado about 1000 years ago. When It
was unpacked, a piece of blue paper'
was found nt the bottom upon which
were four rows of Chinese characters
which, when translated, road:

"Some day one American young
and famous general will achieve won-

derful things In the front of France,
and this great world war will be
ended 111 September, 1918."

It Is Biipposed tho prediction was
made by some Chlnoso "Bcholar" or
philosopher, and was placed In the
Jar before it was packed for ship-
ment at Hankow, China, last sum-
mer.

WEALTHY AMERICAN TO
REBUILD EUENCH TOWN

S'.TRIS, Nov. 4. (By Mall.) The
Inhabitants of the littlo town of

nre convinced that, after
all, thoro Is a lot ln a name. For,
thanks to the fact that Its patronymic
happens to bo the sumo as that of a
wealthy and generous American, ho
ravages caused by tho war will soon
he mado good. The municipal coun-
cil of has met In Paris
to bo presented to its "godfather"
who lias undertaken to rebuild the
town.

AMPLE WATER ON HAND
IN HEAVER CREEK NOW

Eighty-si- x million gallons of water
are now stored In the Beaver creek
reservoir and insure the city against
the uso of river water for at least
three months. City Malinger Cur-

rey and Water Superintendent Hoyt
have laid these facts before the city
commission.

Armv Cloth Stolen
NEW YORK, Dec. 119. (Special.)

Louis Davidson, proprietor of a cloth
shrinking nnd refinishing works in
this city, was locked up in tho Tombs
prison tonight on a charge of embezz-

ling government property.
The arrest was made in connection

with tho disappearance of 350 bolts of
olive drab uniform cloth, valued at
$50,000, which for several months has
puzzled the quartermaster's depart-
ment of the army.

o
The editor of the Gresham Outlook

consoles himself and his renders with
the reflection that anyhow there
doesn't Beem to be a salt shortage,
and it would be harder to get along
without salt than sugar.
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TO SPRINT, YOUNG FELLOW!"

pldeat men and the you ousters who
are subject to draft but who, at pres-
ent, are learning In advance many of
the finer points of soldiering so that
whon tholr tlmo comes to go thoy
will have a decided advantage over
the recruit who hasn't mastorod tho
"hayfoot, Btrawfoot" catochlsm.

Major H. E. Coolldge Is away this
wook-en- but on his return It Is

expected that a concortcd movement
of some kind to got La Grando Into
the new guard will bo taken.

Governor Inspects Quarters
Governor Withycombc, while in the

city today, inspected the Home Guard
gun rooms and pronounced tho man-
ner of Storing and caring for the sup-
ply of guns sent here aa excellent.

"We have hidden foes among us and
it is absolutely necessary that each
community has protection for any
thing that may como up, said the
governor in this respect. "We had to
use all the persuasivo powers at hand
to get Oregon's supply of guns, be-

cause of the shortage of 'equipment.
Now that they are hero, it falls upon
tho home guard to bo roady. Develop-
ments in tho Willamette valley this
week, where arson bands were uncov-
ered show the necessity of being pre-

pared, and tho truth of our conten-

tions that there are enemies lurking
in our midst."

WAGES ARE SO KI LL, MEN
ItKI'THK TO WORK I'TLL TIME

(Bu United Press.)
MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., Doc. 29.

Three Northern Minnesota lumber
companies have complained to tho
state' labor department that lumber
Jacks aro refusing to work more thun
half time slnco the war as their
wages have practically doubled Bince

the opening of hostilities.
Tho employers claim tho men are

demoralizing tho labor situation.
The avorago woods worker gets

(75 a month and Ii la board.

SMALL A It.MY PROVIDES KOU
LATE TRAVELING SOLDIERS

(United Press.)
LONDON. Deo. 3. iiy Mall.)

There are now 9, GOO poisons engaged
In tho single Job of looking, out for
soldlors who arrive In London lale nt
night. Of these only 1 ,0I)0 are paid
workers. Moro than 7.000 of the
total are women. They have charge
of 83 rest houses for offlrers and
men, operate seven free buffets and
drive the cars that carry the men
from the train to tho rest houses
after tho buses, trams and under-

ground trains havo slopped running.

Mtisor Comes Out For Governorship.

PORTLAND, Dec. 29. Oils Moser,
prraldei of the Stnto Senate, has
formally announced his candidacy for

j the gubernatorial nomination.


