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ON THE TA6LIAMENT0 THESE BIG GUNS BARK AMHE HUNS
GERMANS PLAN

"E!F0RLE I t. .i . ?...

DELAYS
I T

BIB OFFENSIVE
--

jv
Fresh Preparations Are Being Made

for Great Drive on Western Front-Gene- ral

Haig Reports Re-

pulse Of Local Attack

Major General Crozier, Chief of Or-inanc- e

Says Snail Like Place Has
Hampered United States

In Its Entry Into the
. Great World War

GERMAN AERIAL RAIDERS ARE ACTIVE AGAIN

WAR DEPARTMENT IS ALSO CRITICISED
British Make Successful Raids on German Trenches-Arr- ival

of Many Troops Leads to Believe That Ger-
mans Are Recalling Them from Italian Front.

This battery of bie wns Disced alone the Taelinmento as a second iine defense before tho Italian troops
began the campaign in the Alps. These gam constituted part of the defenses to which General Cadorna's army
retreated wnen tne Germans and Austnans pqured tnrougn tne mountain

GOVERNOR WITHYGOMBE HAS COM

LONDON, Dee. 12. The Germans are continuing to
make fresh preparations for the great western front at-
tack.

German aerial raiders are unusually active. .
General Haig reported tho repulse of a local attack

north of Lavatequerie.
- .

The British successfully raided German trenches near
Pontruet and northwest of Quentin. Many machine guns
were captured. '

The presence of many troops confirm tho belief tho
To"""" troops from the Italian to the western

Red Tape Is Held Responsible Labor Situation Has Also
Retarded Preparations Maj Crowder Tes-

tifies at Senate Military Affairs Committee's Invest-
igationConstant Bickering in Munitions Boards.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 12. Major-Gener- al Crozier,
chief of ordnance, blamed Congress for its snail-lik- e pace,
the war department for red tape, and the labor situation,
for America's delayed war preparations.

Major-Gener- al Crozier was the first witness at the
Senate military affairs committed investigation of the
whole military situation.

'Munition boards' constant bickering over prices also

caused delay, Crozier asserted. -- '.
, TJie French and British, while, our war-plan-

s, here were

delayed, enabled American artillery to be supplied.
lie testified that lack of guns at the beginning of the

war greatly delaved preparations.
lie said the United States profited by the allies' ex-

perience regarding artillery. Americans will use more

high explosives than shrapnel.

HfEN HUiWERE

PLAINED OF BLANKET SHORTAGE

t WASHINGTON, Dec. 12.' While the war departinc-- l
hadn't received Governor Withycombe's complaint of
blanket shortage for certain Northwest troops at Camp
Mills, Long; Island it was learned this afternoon that if
any shortage existed, it would be immediately corrected.
It is suggested, some Northwest forces transferred east
had sold or lost part of their blankets. Three blankets
were issued to 'each man. '

By William Phillip Simma
.i BRITISH HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 12. Long lines

of transports carrying reinforcements were seen behind
tho German lines on the northern British flank in tho
Oainbrai sector. Great flocks of German planes endeav-
ored unsuccessfully to prevent British aviators from!
learning this. ;

; This morning the Germans' opened a ,
most violent

artillery fire on tho British flank. Their airplane con-
centration is the greatest the Germans have yet'discicaed.

KILLED IN HALIFAX DISASTER

WASHINGTON, Dec. 12. Following the receipt of
Governor Withycombe's message late this afternoon,' the
war department announced the charge Northwest troops
were short of blankets would be investigated. ; ;

EXPLOSION SETS M-Cfc-

MUNITIONS PLANT ON FIRE

British Positions Are Safe and JPomfortftblo
'

LONDON, Dec. 12. Director oft Operations Maurice
declared the British Cambrai position was enormously in ,

British favor as to comfort and safety, although the enemj
neutralized the success of the first British assault.

Germans Active in Verdun Sector Also
PARIS, Dec. 12. Unusual German activity in the

Verdun sector was officially reported. Enemy artillery
is active on both banks of the Mouse. The Germans at-

tempted raids but were repulsed.

Pro-Germa- n and Allied Supporters Clash in Harbin
TIEN TSIN, Dec. 12. Serious flashes between ns

and allied supporters in Harbin were reported.
Chinese troops were requested to protect Allied i'lti'Li.

HALIFAX, Dec. 12. The minution ship explosion
killed 1500, is stated in the official reports. A later thor-

ough check was made of the bodies at all Identifuyition
stations. Investigation of the disaster will probably start

today.

PREMIER LLWGEORGE POST-

PONES WARAIWIS SPEECH

LONDON, Dec 12. Premier Lloyd George postponed
his war aims speech, scheduled for today.- Chancellor of

the Exchequer Bonar Law told the House of Commons

the Premier will make his war aim statement before
Parliament's Christmas adjouimnent. .

f

o. s. patroTWis

WILMINGTON, Dee. 12. Explosion in the loading
room of the Bclvieu Steel Company munition plant set
it on fire this morning. The explosion was felt miles
awav.

One workman was killed and five injured. Because
the trolley cars were blocked, hundreds of workmen,
usually working at the time of the explosion, had not
arrived. The fire was extinguished at noon. Immediate

investigation was begun.
o

British Government Sends Money
LONDON, Dec. 12. The British government sent a

million pounds to Halifax to relief work and rebuilding
the citv.

passes, ana neipea maieriuny vo chuck

Many Elgin Boys
Are Enlisting

l'.nml Will Givo the ISoys
a Send-of-

ELGIN, Dec. 12. (Special.)
unesLCl mirneti., viikiui imi"" ""
Doris Dames add to tho large list of

Elgin boy:i who have Joined the flght-lii-

foK'.eu of Uncle Sum. Several
more Klgin boys will leave this even-

ing. Tho band will accompany the
boys to the train to show them that
those left at home will back them In

every way possible. Among those
who leave this evening arc Guy Anis-berr-

who has been conccU-- with
the Recorder ofrire for several years,
Terunce Mnsher and Hoy Townsend.

Doctor K. G. Kirliy returned Sun
day morning from Portlaiiu where he
performed an operation on Mrs. Ilert
Hug. of L'lgln.

Attorney L. Denham was a busi
ness visitor in La Grande lust week

Miss Hazel Smith returned 1 it

Sunday morning from La Grande
where she attended tho lecture of
Rev. G. L. Clark to tho Older Boys'
Conference.

Dr. Riley Chandler returned to the
Mare Island navy yard Sunday cv.

ening after spending a very pleasant
visit with relatives and friends In

Klgin.
Hob Lane Is recovering from the

effects of his accident which occurred
last week at the box factory. Ho ex- -

GENERAL K0RNILQFF1S LEADING

ine uerman advance.

Neighborhood Club
Will Back Drive

PATMOTIO WOMKN WILL HUM
KK1 CHOSS

Mis. George T. Cochran Will lie
'

Campaign Manager In Ma
Membership Drive.

In scores of homes in La Crando
today there 1b great preparation for
the Christmas Red Cross membership
drive which begins next Monday
morning and runs until Christmas
Eve. At a meeting of the Neighbor-
hood Club yesterday afternoon iat
patriotic body of women consented
to get behind the drive in La Grando
and with Mrs. Ocorgo T. Cochran as
La Grande campaign manager there
Is no doubt but that tho campaign
will Bucceed. Union county) has
6000 members to recruit.

One Important feature In connec-
tion with tho drive Is that tho Nation-
al Red Croso loaders have empha
sized tho ruling that during this
week It Is Just as Important tp solicit
members as It is to sew bandages or
knit. ;. V

"Don't refuse when asked' to so-- 1

licit, regardless of how active you
may now be In Red Cross activities,"
Is the ukase sent out to the public
at largo by tho national leaders.

Full description of how the drive
will be worked here is to be outlined
by the various chairmen in tomor-
row's Observer.

Mnrlnes Have Horse Shocr.
WASHINGTON. Dec. 12. (Special)

Horace Lovett, U. S. Marine Corps,
on duty "somewhere over there," has
Just been appointed a horneshoer for
marines, witli the rank of corporal.

In the same company Sergeant
John Ochsner is stable sergeant mid
Corporal Stanley A. Smith Is saddler.

No, you have guessed wnm'. The
captain's name is not Jinks hut
Drum. Captain Drum of Ui3 horsy
and other marines.

Joseph Man Tries
to End His Life

Felix Vergore, of Joseph, attemp
ted to commit, suicide this morning.
Ho was staying in a friend's lions.-an-

sent for a lawyer and niaac ls
will and then went into the base-
ment and attempted to kill ''ini!.e.f
with an axe. lie was tnl:n t.o I he
Grande Itonde hospital and Ills
wounds dressed. lie will recover.
Mr Vergero is a prominent man in
Joseph. He was one of the original
promoters of the Home Independent
Telephone company. Later he went
Into the motion picture bur.lnrjs and
sold out to Mr. Ghonniey. Since
then he has been in the automobile
business. frlendB Bay that reccttly
he has been despondent as the -

sult of a lovo affair.

SHOHTAGI1 or Kl GAIS
AMI COAL TAKH.V VV

(United Press.)
WASHINGTON. Dec. 1 a. Inquiry

by a senate committee into the causes
for the shortage of sugar and coal,
with a view to recommending legis
lation to improve the situation, was
today ordered by the senate on mo-

tion of Senator Lodge.

Mrs. Gerard III.
Continued on I'ago 4.)

NEW YORK, Dec. 12 .Mrs. James
W. Gerard, wife of the former Amer-
ican ambassador to Germany, under-
went an operation for appendicitis
here yesterday. Mr. Gerard's secre
tary said the operation had been suc
cessful.

Hop Grower h Dead.
TACOMA, Dec. 12 Janus t'liirns.

52, native son of this county, died
Monday of pneumonia, after a few
day's illness. He was a prominent
hop grower and dealer, and a mem-
ber of tiie Masons and Klks.

IRE COSSACKS INTO BATTLE

LONDON. Dec. 12. Grcatlv delaved disnatches re
ported the Cossack rebels are fighting around Tanicuokva.

(ieneral Korniioir coimiianucd tlie Uossacks. wno are
well supplied with machine guns, arms and ammunition

SUNK IN COLLISION

ATLANTIC POUT, Dec 12. It is learned a United

States patrol vessel sunk in collision With two other

vessels off the Atlantic coast. A meagre report said all

the patrol boat's crew and much equipment was taken
aboard other vessels. Details are lacking.

Dance and Cabaret
a Huge Success

Over O .luised for ,

Kvent Hiw Inder Alls--

plcon of Army and Navy
Auxiliary.

If the La. Grando and Union Coun
ty boys who are in the Hospital j

Unit had only been there last night!
How their eyes would have sparl:-le-

and how they would have en- -

Joyed seeing their old Mends danc-

ing and having a good time and all
for them.

Tho dance at the Rex Hall w,.s
well attended; the tamale supper und
cabaret at the Foley grill after.vard.
was a great success. A larg- crowd
attended both. The music was very
enjoyable.

And best of all over $2,ril was
j raised which will be sent to the La'

jCiandc Hospital Unit's company
fund.

I The event whs under the auspices
of the Army and Navy Auxiliary.
Many indeed were those wtio worked
anil helped. It Is Impossible to givo
all theli names today. A more coi

and detailed account of the lr

will be printed in the unduly -

iimn Saturday.

DKrUH Grain KIiiiiiiiimIm.

SPOKANE, Wash., Dec. 12. Pro-

posed changes In the grain standards
were discussed nt a conference of
grain growers, dealers and officials
of the bureau of mnrkets of the de-

partment of agriculture Monday.

the oattle are lacking.
MAM" KN LIST; MAX Y SLAl'KUHS

Monlium liaises Four Times sguotit
Hut Slackers Aiv Plentiful.

(United Pres.,.)
CAMP LKWIH, TACOMA, ,Wush.,

Doc. 12. Montana, tho state which
raised approximately four time Its
quota of soldiers by enlistment, is
tho champion Blacker state of the
west, army authorities declared l.wro

today. '

The government has spent $10,000
bringing technical deserters from
Montana to Camp Lewis. Investigat
ing the frequency of arrivals of sold-ler- B

from Montana in charge of sher-

iffs, mustoriug orflcers were sur
prised to find that In most cases th
men listed as deserters had never left
their homo counties. Almost every
train arriving from Montana lor
weeks has had at least one 'desert-
er" In chargo of an officer who

a reward of $50 and ills trav-
eling expenses.

NIK I'linil Given For War.
(United Press.)

NEW YORK. Dec. 12. The Rock-
efeller Foundation has voted $5,050,-00- 0

foj: war work and may doublo
tho amount noon.

Threo Frozen to Dentil.
CHICAGO. Dec. 12. Threo pers-

ons In Chicago have frozen to death,
o

Tho Weather.
PORTLAND. Dec. 12. The U. S.

weather forecast: "Rain."

Details or the result or

'HOY I'AGi: Mil. IIOOVIMt,
THIS MAN IS C'HKATIXU."

(United Press.)
DALLAS, Texas, Dec. 12. "A lit

tle more sugar please," a customer
naked a wulter In a Dalian hotel when
served but two cubes of sugar with
his coffee.

"Sorry, but wo can only servo two
lumps with each cup."

"Then givo mo another cup of
coffee"

And tho customer took tho addi-
tional lumps, sweetened tho first cup
of coffee to his satisfaction, and left
the second cup untouched.

I Hunt Shells Spanish Ship.
(United Press.)

MADRID, Dec. 12. The SpanlHh
ship Claudlo has been shelled by a
German submarine and eight sailors
were killed. Tho government will
protest to Berlin.

V. M. '. A. Will lliiilil at amp
CAMP LKWIH, TACOMA, Wash.,

Dec. 12. The present quarters In-

adequate tho Young Men Christian
Association will build three new
buildings, It was announced today.
The association now has seven build-

ings, each with Its own staff of secre-

taries. In use. Work on the new
buildings will ho started ar. son ns
possible and they will be rushed to
completion.

o
W. n. Klsk left today for Camp

Lewis to visit his son, Lieut, llayden
Flsk .

.E.Anderson Wins

His Commission

C. E. Anderson, of 407 Third St..
who has boon in "lie offiocrs' traiuitm
camp since August, s Seei. spend-

ing some weeks wll'i Ills family. Mr.
Anderson received his commission
In the U. S. Army a3 Second Lieuten-
ant in the Coast Artillery and will
leave. tonight for American Lake.

Dig Ilililo Drive On.
(Unite) Frets.)

PORTLAND. Doc. 12. The Pa-

cific Northwest today is joining act-

ively with the rest of the nation in
the American Ilible Society's drive
for (400,000 to place a ISibte In the
hands of every American fighter.

The campaign formally opened
Monday and will end December 17.

Sunday school associations, the
Christian Endenvor, the Epworth
League, the Bnptlst Young Peoples'
Union and similar organizations are
aiding the drive. Governors have
given the campaign their support.

TO Ill'ILD SPKL'tK MILL

Vancouver, Wash., Plant Will Mure
j Capacity of 12 Ordinary Mills. ,

(United Press)'
VANCOUVER, Wash.. Dec. 12.

Construction of the world's largest
'spruce mill started hero this week
on the polo grounds of the Vancouv-

er military post. Tho plant, which
will turn out finished parts for air-

planes, will have the capacity of 12

ordinary sawmills.
The main building, as It was laid

out today, measures 350 by 400 feet.
It will have a sawtooth roof, so that
men working on the alrplano parts
can have plenty of light.

The government will effect 14 per
cent saving on freight by making
the spruce parts of an airplane here

in the heart of the biggest produc-
ing district in the nation.

Murhadn Is Arcntcd.
LISBON, Dec. 12. The new revo-

lutionary regime arrested President
Murhnda Monday, it Is announced. (Continued on pnfrc 4.)


