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| TWENTIETH EPISODE
fThe Laughing Mask’s Triumph.

i\ Murgery  Golden  suddenly threw
aslde the maginzine which ghio hud bein
Nutlepsly thumbing, #nd springing to
Ber teet, crogsed rapldly to the window
of ber cbol, white bedroom. As she
atood guxing out with unsecing vyes,
a little frown of vexntlon puckered
her forehond. From the open windows
of the spnacious  living-room  on the
first loor enme the subdud murmne
B volcon But to Margery'y staluing
gurs not a word of Uit Iow-toned con- |
Lerence wis wudible.  Oeenplonnlly shi
Renrd (he rumble of Captain Draekelt's |
polee, more strident poud authoritative
thun the others B

The regentful otficer of the Tnw hid
ongelvind the fdea thin on ove thim |
one ocenslon Murgery Do alded sod |
mbetted the Loughing Mosk o st |
plog thromgh his fogers, and it wid |
dor thot renson she wis pow excluded
from the dellberations whitce the aap-
ture of the eludive masquernder wis
under diseussion,  In aotielpation of |
thls very state af aMles Margery hod
deviged  the  Ingenlons wethod  for |
Jenrning the plans of the detoctives.

Having aseeftalned (hot  the con-
Sorence wns in full swing, she quickly
woent to i stunll wicler  table wml,
gubkiing off the telephong recelver, Tieldd
At pressed tghtly to lee e Heor |
whre wus u house extension copnerted
awith the teunk lne shich ron bito
e Hying-room, where her fathier und
thie ofllters were now gotliered,  In
ghut  roons the teleplone stamingd,
resting on 0 Newvy wphogony tnh1o_i
il hoon  akiHTUlly ;
Presently the Dol voioe of s |
Pl coptain eame to thie eors of (he ]
.]l»-'[uunur girl.

Ao 1 ga wlee o junn 1 don't
@it G et Wim™ shie Beded ) i
aotounce In selftaudatory wnes,  “F
Tunded Ahat onearmed  erook, Jiles
Joegury I noeodd ol ight, an® T el

Fou, Me Golden, 10 08 Badn't hoeh for
yiour denghiter Wnterforfn® g b the
_t-rum-l-‘-:m on e Laughing Mask long
D:L‘-a."

[ A% INEE gt Margery sl

Aol Chok Bl n pow jer . ol
gty D Aol Ol Diselion’s vl
whiteh pogolied Nior s Qe Topatiently

greestioned )t distostive who b Just

i "What ore yon o doin® hoere, Waoliers?
IMdu't poeer tha ot I osont som
by Jookins to take Lomr ot of thit
HTeR o phes el g B ol hees,
an' Roop yoursell Dnodeaad o L
Avery minite until beowas Sife n
e b

UL st your orders, elief! edme b
hesltntiog  volew, peesmnnbly thue ol
e sloith entled Walters, “hut U've
g some Bl nows Tor vou, Lognes
Broke Joil. e evopiod denklos poid
minde g elenn getnwny”

e M ey lontd  the Dioerled
tones of e deteetive e Die e died
Tt on aceonnt of the stronge esenpr
of ditles Lavgir, '

1 (don't
el e 1
griovedl volee. 1
e, He wns"goih
a teny fromt the e

whieriy T 1ol bl
ek swhon nge
n Jenkins arenn’
bato dheee Jid) seith

s

laipe

He Kilew His Doom Was Sealed,

and glvel e vour oflers gnd save 1
aENt e woll Walt optalde bl Legnr
Bl hiE feasl. Thnt seemiad reasone
able, o' 1 hune seoun’ for “bout half
an houe.  Fhen when e nw dbdn't
come ont. I oconmenest o get Kind
o' unensy llkee an’ | stepw Insiide to see
whit was goln’ on.

Sy’ e down b the ecovcidor 1
foundd Jenking, just outside of Legur's
el The edll was empty, with the
wonr stnidin' opein aod Jenkink' key |
P the et We vomtist wery theh
‘ tunr Legar hnd disappearsd |

trmee behind him,
e looks of Jeoklos
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that he was dead, but when 1 turped
hitn: gver 1 got an awful shock, EFIs
face was ull twisted up with sufferin’
and full of deep lues and welnkies,
Then 1 seen hig hole wos ol stronked
with griy. When he spoke to me he
wiis i healthy young feller, hut when
1 found him he was ke some old man
nhout 70; what had died of some awful
digease,  Thot's about all an' 1 don't
see how—"

But Margery did not wait to honre
the concluding remarks of the detec
tive, for ut this polnt she sbraptly
Ing up the recilver,  Here wos news
of w #taetling chieneter which wust
b Amprebo G the m=ked guaedinn
of W sufery withoul Joss of thoe,
Without stopplog o even eateh up o
Lint, #he slipped out of hee room und
down the stalrway. As she tiptoed
sofily post the liviog-room, (he door
wuddenly opened and Coptoin Brock-
ot nnd Walters stood on the threahe
old, The sternfaced officer watehied
thie slender girl ns shie woent out of the
front door and eloged 1t heldnd her.
Then he turmed (o B crestlullen sub-
erdinnte,

UNever ot doin® what T owas tell-
' yon, Witlteps," he tersely entmunnd-
e, D want you to shddw thint young
womun,  Don't loge slght of her for
o aminute

So It happened thoat when Macgery
Golilen puised by the wy=<terous long
bowlder on Soven Onks HIN o bawk-
fooed dotective: was hidden not ten
paces (stont hehiml one of the great

e from which the rhdie took s |

uame,  He suw the givl glinee far-
thvely abeut hee, il then from her

persed Tipes e n fow, hrilliog call |

ke that of o bipd.
torval slic tepeted ik stpnnl, aud
presontly o yellowannskod mun canie
soulthily  around the sdde of  the
gront hoawdilir, The Wlebdon Dstenor

After o hrlef fu-|

ennght enongh of whit Margery Gol= |

don wad paying to becote gware thut
sl werd reoounting, alst wonl for
ol Nig el storg of e eseipw ot

Jides Lagnr,

WL Nsve o Loy of 1y oW on o

whint was sl e kI Jekkine Cin
thnt fearfnl  mwoner e Lapgding
Miunit g osovinge, Sonil 1o goligg |

Loy Tl ot hit whiesthior T s right
o Legar's follosers hinve nll
hown wiped oot with) the exception: of
o omn o enlling himeel € Skhdmon,  He

wra

wns liown ws g heillinnt selontlst une |

1 e cmdeneted this deig it
than, whien e was down gl out, he
fell In with Legar, He Hees fn d
ttde-down old louse jt e foot of
the Blind slloy southof Woshington
LT E{EN

AL thit  moment  fhe  deteetive,
hurniog with zenl o minle up for e
wsvapee of Jnles Logare by the swddon
capture of the Langhing Mpsk, sud-
denly  emerged from bl the ok
trive ondd e pldly advonecd upon the
starthel pide.  As the Tooghibigg Mosk
alnetisd arond the howlder towprd the
seerel dloar Teading fte the suliterra-
pehn rtrent, Margery plonted Dol
directiv In the paih of the oneoming
Wiilrees

TYaon've nlnut
themes, Yot wetn
ITURRETR T N (T
powerfnl rnsp. “an
thie chiel 1hinks of v
vrindoal ake 0 getaway "

A lithe luter ariy Walters
INatesd Wis frafl predsotior Tite the Ny ing-

o thee Ml this
e sl ns
shimiter wreist in s
we'll mire wWhat

£ hielpin® tlint

LT

ok, e hee St and the gl
tectivies were st g bivr Captaln
Minelale, fumibne selth b telodd
1 Hitnost o wring £r hive thoe
it ol the Dowldied, bhut his maphilly
vollopoil guestiogs failed toy brcil live
phinxike sitence, Finally hee boviog
bt sarely tricd fothier tontied in
Yor bpsdotn te peevedlt here Turther
irterloroncoe,  Hostily golug 1o he e
penpie dlgtsphang, M sty deasdl
i PR (30 L @ (1
! 1 1 (1t bl bt
SR T e Teian af Lk TR 'S
1 i e hoded Bosistid Tl ilnt-
WHY  Teth Uaptmin 1 ALY

over Hie thewmd of! coppwer
bl Theent ppioce wlll Bie b Wbl
| of ol i 1
1 | virly. * v li I 1
O I we il nate hiiw oW
wo lght ®et Legnr W

it

As Margery weploved  the reeeiver
shin il the Ladghing Misk wis
theemtoined with grave dnnsict In
wittln Wasr she minst warn him. Bt
thel sevtinsl e possadbllity of escuge
fruge Orevin 4y rooth,  Then o sililen
sehepie ushoad Into her ailid, whileh
she hastomesd o put Dnro execution,
T idsland oy fother shie thsl the

Dasd shidadt teb e whnadow sill, nmil when
that gentlvmnn the s
posed exenpe, heoran to the shrubbery
boneath the wimbows  Then: Margery
stile ont of the closet and silently
went her Mooy In liee cat,

AN Margeey pawss! Ino front of a
disannt old. rookory she suddenls por-
erived In the meemlight 8 shidowy
wanting  steadily  apwand on
the nnrrow firevsenpe Inddor Wheds
thut stemlthy  priwler  stepped  onto
the ron patform Just outelde the
Neghtd window shie saw 1t was the
daring mnsker and reallged she was

discoversd

form

y ol

too lote to warn him, Before lh!l

conld nttract his attentlon he enu-
tlously rulsed the window and’ v
fshed Into that house of mystery,

iy Musk, with the full Intention of
disputehing thot sworn  cnemy with
lils own hands, e guve o gnsp of io-

Tul amugement as [t dawned

But she quietly determiosd he sl
not be tuken uoowares by his ene
e nodd quickly followed,

Bhe slipped Into the empty hedroom
and, warlly crossing the flogr, stood
in spelibound wonder gazing through
the open doorway, Buacked up ngeinst
o bench stood the tense figure of o
middic-uged mun with drooplng evellda
aud the pasty gray complezion that
betruyed the habliual use of soing
noxious drug,

He hnd gppureéntly been Interrupteds
in the midst of his Investigntions, for |
on the bench, just behind him, wos
some ohject protected from the light
by n strip of thin toweling, a long
platinum  veedle used In extrocting
germ colonled from thelr culfures, a
compound  mierdseope und an open
natebook for recording the result of
his lubors, Faclng the Intimidated
drug flend stood the Laughing Mask,

"My patlence fs about exhunusted,
BEldmon," he sald to the man shrink-
Ing buek agalnst the beoch, “und un-
s you write thut confesslon elour-
Ing me of those crimes committed by
Loegne with your devilish assistunce,
I am going to shoot you through the
hend with as little compunction ns
though you were a mad dog.  Your
territile polsond bnve been responsible
for more thun one unsolved murder
and soelety will be well rid of you”

This convinclng thrent had the de-
fleed effeet, for the stoop-shouldered
chemilst  moved  sullenly townrd n
sl wrlting desk standlog uenr the
wimlow, A8 his reluctant pen travelpd
alowly over n sheet of foolsenp, the
Langhlng Mask stoud Jooking over hls
shouliler, prompting the othier's dos
Hnquent memory with an ocensionnl
quiet word nod the lnsistent mennce
of thnt ever-rendy revolver, The de.
tiulls of those abhorrent crimes, com-
miittedd In cold Blood by Legure for the
Bale purpose of setting the police up-
on his egemy, hoad  prcetledlly been
comploted when o shelll penctrating
whistle soundéd from the nlley,

The Langhing Mask taened qulekly
ti the neprby window and, throwlng
bele Als shatters, lenned  out wod

mmn him that his Intended vietim
had completely dlaappenred.

Tt flushod Into his wmind that the
Luughing Musk might huve recovercd
sulllelently to have erawled up the
short fight of cellar gteps, anid, hurry-
Ing outside, he commenced 8 system-
atie senrch of the dark corners wherd
o omiin du despernte stenlts might en-
deavor to hide, e hud hardly Teft
the eellur when the plie of threndbire
curpot showed slgus of sudden ngl-
tution, and, In obhedience to certuln
commnnids Waned In painfully hroken
whispers, two spectral figures emerged
from unider that siogular refuge and
glided toward the stalrway lendlng to
the upper story, where the labgratory
wos loented.

In that laboratory the wideeyed
Mavgery Golden ‘was senrching the
lttered work bench, hoping to find
something to Ineriminate the venorm-
otis Skidmon, She dld not venture to
touch the glittering Instruments, but
turned her wttention to  the object
which was hldden under the thin strip
of towellng,  When,“after a lttle
hesitutlon, she gingerly ralsed that
sy covering, she saw n thin gloss
vossel benring o printed Tnbel and half
filled with o gelntinous subsinnee, She
stooped nmd read from the Inbhel the
wards: “Colon Bacllll,” hut that ald
not eonvey to her that in the nutrlent
medinm eontilned In thnt Potrl dish
was # eulture growth alive with mil-
Hong of mulignant germs, Hoping to
find some more tangible clue, she res
pluced the towe! and pleked up the
open potebook Iving near (he micro
geope,  Hor faoco went white with
the horror of the thing ns she de-
ciphered tho eramped entries:

Mny 13—Fmmerich hag advanced
the theory that old ngo 18 hrought |
ahout du luege purt by the wealened
resistones of the subject to the rav-
nges of the bocillus eoll, eolonles of
which Invarinbly Infest the digestive
tract of every peeson even thongh In
normal heplth, Fhe petdvity dnd nuawm-
b of these ool vastly Tnerepse with
advanelng nge, consing o form of natos

In the Grasp af the Detectives ‘Were

the meaning of
For it mmament

flrave to nseertaln
thitt foreboding sigoal,
only e telixadd Bis guard over the
erafty polvoner, hut that moment gnve
to Skidmon the ehanee Jue gl Lo
sl Botire the  startled glel,
wittelibe throngh the doorwny, conld
ery ont o wond of wirnlng, lie Inunch-
il Winiself upon the hadfhent figure
feaning out of the open wimiow,
Ohoght it o deeldod @ LT
nod nnnble th wse his wedpon, this
Lonehing Mask suddeniy lost his: lal-
NIy, wrnsplog wilhlly ot the
ety air, phiutared Yeadions from the
windowe diwn Into the abysual dirk-

sure esirne-

Tty A
1 alomiinl
fooun wliy pree

hirnneh syl
that hsdettiae Dl mmd this fopey of
WE il Was e n Whety, e beid

srtonul

ropudl n
tnseing by e

Wi Hscions,
later oty thay Stone
coelbbe doorwny,

AG i oo swine niross 1T st
st Meay i 0 e gt iy

Wt

Utisomso s

1his I tormi
Tanehireg Mhwk e untder the balwoes
winey window from widey the
leyd setomrist Mok e Bloe,
sirvid f Wi et slinkl
ob b shathows, =t b bnit
(1 B (IR T A L TR T
I “n tih . 'He g
il thrwing

I alonps leagling Into
e short
1 e Funr
v spider drage
valurk rocess.

Lignr svohusd steangoly st home In

fis dark sl gloomny  sueronndings,
for nfter lotting the Longhing Muask
drap henvily 1o the eeent ooring,
his groping fihgers= quickly founil n

butteenrd lantert by ng from n
sty Lok,  This e inmioation
sfiowed the eallar to e plled with
all sorts of diseacilisd household fural-
thrt, fnelnding o plle of worn.ont
carpeting neae whers the utiRkedd mon
was lying. As Logne hetit over the
holpless fegure n fiint nolse came from
the  stalewny  lending to the floor
above,  He nstantly steaightencd ap
and maile o senreh for the nolses,
From under the pile of eampating
two  pale of long  arms suddenty
stretehiod mft towand tha silvmt farm
of the Laughing Mask, and, qulokly
peleing hitme by the feet and shonl-
ders, drmgevd bl ander the frnyed
folis of thnt ancient loor covering.,
When the seareed outlaw gave up his
fruftless senrch nnd retorned to the
place where e had left the Laugh-

No Less Than Four Laughing Masks,

Intoxtention gl o subsequent lnpdens
g of the dtterles doe too Iiereagsl
Llood  pressare, ol atlior sypipitongs
of genernl steactieal deeny. Te would
seom probmble thnt from o sallciently
Trge colopy of eolon baellll o vientent
toxle  polson milght extroetind,
whivh, sdminbstetnd even Inoaalinte |
cunntitivs, shonld wloost fmedintely
nttaek the tsdes  aml the |
sublect with ol the Indlestlons of |
Jeath from exiremoe alil ngis, Suech
W paison,  apigeirently unknown o
sl Wil alrenily prosont In les
([T} nnnt forn In evory Bmitn =ys-
ey would be exteemely Toilling in
the o of an antopsy, T slall lne
medlintely start experimenting along
Lhiessas Jinves,

dustroy

Moy 15=Thoe eolony of eoton hpellti |
which T started bnopogelailn ur:!h;:""

Ishies best oot Bloed 1
at teuiperaiure of G0 W)
grade. Thiv chonge In eslor 1
Iah whilte shipld |
e Incieise o viealeses il pat
1¢ qualitivs, |

W entl-

tov | By

Moy 17 —Tnoenlabod glnen ple with |
biellll pokson—laod Instantle s hody
sk aml withepeds tuolh -

DD evvery s In hn

o eralfEing pEtiel test—

v ot o feele Infeited with
thy buield ctraict 1o 1 t whao Hud
been: cuprurod wnd confinod m ) prisin,
Lawzar b Just  communiented  with
me.  Me smocesdeld in serarching his

Jalter with the eontaminnted pesdle,
il the tnntt was sclzed Immadiately
with oonvalsling died In two or
et shlaies with atl ahe ssmptoms |
to. bie dxpecting,  Legar el hile
liberty, il nbw wished to diéstrny wn
optire fanily W1 Gl T will
propare misute copsules. whiich will
Keep the taellli alive nnil—

And i with asthiodder Margery cume
o the  last  unfloished and eold-
Mooded eniry she heard Skldmon rap-
Iy appr e the door.  Thrusting
the Inerimingting  journnl futo her
dres=, she quickly stole Into the boek
room, where she econld  wateh  the
Inboratory without helng abscryod her
self. She snw the unnerved  bhetes
rologiit  hureledly drug o battered
trunk from n ddrk and envernons
closet, As he threw an ghiendy glanes
townrd the door leading Into thoe hall
e fuce suddenly froze into an expros-
sion of ahject terror.

Advancing from the doorway came
a figure with features clonked by a
moeking yellow mask. This startiing
apparition deliberately almed n black

| ealture.

| ek dp the coufession moil go out of

| tuetor

sutomatle al the terrified sclentlst
and with his 'eft hand silently pointed
tiethe desk where Iny the” nofinighed
confession,  Skidmon faltered toward |
the desk o obedience,

But his intelligent mind worked |
quickly, and by the tima he had nMxed |
hls npme to that docoment Yindiedts |
ing the wesked fugltive from l.rj:ur'lll
atroclous erimes he Tud bandshed the
fenrs which this supernatuenl fesurs
rection had enused hiny aod  detir-
mined on a4 conrse of netion, Rising
froni the desk he npproached the
Loughing Mok, who waos stnding
nedr the open closst with his rendy
wetpon in his hand,  Skidmon held
out the signed eonfession, hut hefore
the other conld take It the paper, with
seeming  lnndvertence, slipped  from |
the fingers of (he sclentlst und Motter-
ed to the floor. A he stooped (o re
galn It he suddenly hurled his welght
ugalnst the legs of his unsuspecting
enemy with o foree that sent him
toppling  over bickward Into  the
depths of the closet, nnd before the
Laughlng Musk eould reguln his foot-
lug the door had been swung shut

and boited,

Murgory, from her place of conceal-
ment, snw the lovse-toped mulefactor
muke o motlon ns hough to desiroy
the confession, but he suddenly srew
rigld ns thongh gripped again by the |
hand of fear, Followlng the direc
tion In which Mis eyes were staring,
she saw the reuson for hix trepldns
tion. A figure masked in the Identl-
eal munier w8 the man Just 1|||prls-!
oned in the closet ente slowly through
the hall doorway.

“TE swoulth lue foolish to tenr np that |
lttle document” he sald n tones of |
grim determinntion, *for von would
hive to write It over. A= It is rathere
essentiil to my welfure, 11 trouble |
you to hand It to me”

But Instend of complying with this |
demund the doged and ponle-strieken
unndyst  hiekod  slowly  awny  from
thot toreifying spocter.  His refreat |
was snildendy chevked by (he lahor- |
atory work bemel, on whiteh he henvily
dropped a teembling hand 1o stomdy |
Hbmself,  As he did s there come 8
shnep sound of breaking gloss nod,

L with nn abrupt ery of puln, He fong

up WS deeply gashod Hand, splustiod
with Bodd) gl o thlek voge oF golitine
ous mintter,  He turmed aml saw the

| Eplintered ploces of the fraglle vessel

which b eontained the enlon bacilll
A dull moan of horror cume
from his hlue Hps g he renlized he
Wi Hopelessly Inocibared with the
deally viris,

In wild desperation he cioght ap
the towel T the work lieneh and
sernlilcd the smear of Dlosd  aud
stloky =l mew fron his onen waonid,
Bt the s ol Hnen deojipied o
Nis pirviless fingors pe w0 serfes of
Coavilsive trommes sliook Tis torteeed
Dowdye  Thon Lils Kaves gnve way undor
fim amd he stowly sunk upon  the
Mg, and after several Jorky spastng
his palmaavked form was stllhad In
dunih,

Overcomng by the sight of thnt grue-
some brieedy, Margers stood rooted
o the toor, Inaetienlate aml trvn-
Bllng.  She sow the Laughing Maosk

the fnboratory towurd the stidewny,
Sl bolding the revolver, e descend- |
ed to the cellor with the alr of o
mun Whose misston s but holf fin-
ishied,  Bven ns by hostily gohcenlsd
hitaself back of the piles of edrpat
Teor hemiel Legnre petuvplng from his
futhle seareh of the promises,  That
sl warker of Intgulty suililaly
1 1 hilised! Tooking latd i revolver |
el Uy the Latghing Mask, who hod |
stupaaal ol of the shodows,

1 ing he' hl Lioegd ull‘\l‘HIl‘ﬂ:
and thint resistunce wios useless, Logire |
rilsl) Lis o army ghove his head In

dvinbtenee 1o thie eurt commnnd of the |
other,  Bur the evil genlus was not

stumboring, wnd s his Nfted reight
Bettaed e b eontact with o large
et hen e pot sbling oon o
shelf nphove lhm he  grasgead  thot

and hurled 1t with all
full In the foce of hiy

Difany 0 Jued
hi= strobieth
ke upiponet.

That ernslilng nod unegpocteil blow

wevogiplished B2 purpose,  for the
!.M#!:: Musk dleopped o oa motlon-

lpsa Ty ws thoungh he hind bheen
striek by o bullet,  The one-armed
mni: hending vver  his

Teltes enetny. BRW 0 pagier protel-
I feotn e bnter pocket of Bl ¢
A% he glaneed mt 5t by the sickly Hghin
al Lanierty T todiligd s pur-
Pt modd heried up the stales 100 call
Skhlmon o fiecolnt Tor dlsclosiog his
gunilty soctels,

T Nt

appmrantly l

(1Y

to be thot of n spnll Lutler's phatry,
el

doar by opeae |||'u\'|>l|‘

Ly the flekering  Heght of the
I he saw o the gloomy o .|||ul't>|
n stnruedile form stunding with |

foliisd wrms,.  The sllently aomsiog
fhgmres wore & seliow mesk, With o
Holf<trangled onth he deopped  the

glowlig wntel end gl slammied the,

| tloor on thot masked apparition, '

Mo raced up the stairs to the third
story lntding, where he paused to re- |
grin hlg bireath before entering the |
Lubhomntory of hig tenltorous benchman,
He stiddenty recollind ns though steuek |
o blow,  Thwn e purcoly pussnge !
eanie the Lakeghing Mask.

For a motmont the terrorized male-
coworsl  ugsinst  the  rlokety ‘
bnnlsters, Then, ns that dread figure
eatte pearer, e whield gbont and
stendily mounting up o seet. him ‘
enme aiiother fgare with te fuee nlso
coverdd by a oynlcally smiling yellow
sk, The despairine erfminal turned

| wad e foward the attie, bur standing

mationloss nt the top of that fizht |
of #talrs was BUH another yellows |
hooded flgmee. Like some fepr-ornend
nnlmal, Legne roshed hlindly throngh
the laboratory doorway.  Skidmon's |
haily Iny where It had fallen, nnd ns |

Legor's eye fell on that ghastly nad |

dlstortod face he gave o sobbing moan
of fear.

As he glaneed toward the hall door
wuy he saw hils eseape wos cut off In
that direction, for standing on the
threshold  wius 0 quictly  walting
Laughing Mask. He threw open the
deir lending lnto the ¢hamber where
Skldmon had been engaged in pnek-
Ing NWs offects, but stntioned in the
conter of that romn was o forbidding
form  wearing n yellow visor,
Legar hocked away from that hateful
vigion he teipped over the hody of
the dend scelentist nnd fell heavily,
striking M« forehead w shorp blow
aguninst the odge of the luboratory
bench,  He slowly got to his feet,
pressing b hund In n dazed man-
ney sgninst his Injured temple, from
which o lttle® erlmson stréenmn was
tricklng down Into hiN oyes,

Catehlng up the towel which had
coveryd the gluss vessel broken by
Bkldmon, he mopped the blood from
his eyes, and the Jngged wound on
his forehend. Then ous he feit 8
clammy molsture on his fevered skin
e lpstily exmmined the towel and
gaw 1t was smenred with n substanee
resembling o erushed jelly fish, He
knw none of that gelatinons matter
on the bench nnd quickly pleked out
of it n plece of broken gliss bearing
w orinted Inhel. As he rend the words,
Colon Bacllll, he knew his doom was
sealed, !

With, distendea  eves and  foam-
Mecked Hps he suddenly pitehed hends
lonig to the floor; where he lny writh-
Ing nnd twisting ke o soul In torment,
As the relentless polson ate Info his
vitals hig convalslye struggles woenken-

ped, and denth  stilled  forever his

thrashilng Irun cluw,

Then the shuddering girl became
conselons thitt the Laughlng Musk wns
stunding nenr, sod as e stoopeid and
took the confesslon from the stiTening

| fingers of (i dond erlninnl shie saw
| 1is gellow visor wiks torn aad splashed

with hloml.

Suyddenly there  resonnded  through
the quiet Wouse the sound of crishs
Ing blows dillvered upon the front
door, followed o moment Inter by
henvity ponnding feot a8 the rabling
dotectives, hogdoed by Captain Benck-

otr, eame  storming up the  stides,
Prosently with Enoch Golden und the
hedve-juwe] cuptain in the load they

el erovilng tnto the fopim where
e i) Margoey wore waltlng, In the
graxp of those agtonnded  dotectives
woere no lesd then four Looghing
Mosks, el One af exaet couniterpnrt
of the other,

The  detectlves tore  (he  yellow
coverings of thele prisoners gl dis-
Closisd the  stealghitforsard  aml uns
Mitiflione features of four youny men
of abont the snne age ns David Mone
Tor. With o puzslod ‘exclivsation the
police enpitain appropelicd the romaln.
Ing Laughing Mosk stinding Uy the
slide of Murgery Golden.. That mun of
wystery sently extemded Skidmon's
tfvssion to the polled cuptaln, whe
i Tty theough 0L
UWell, 1 oguess thiat lois you off"
he mutterad with evident disuppoing-
went, "but now you're elenr of the
law, whint's the wse of hidin® under
thnt minsk "

Wil n oqulek sl declalve 1r|n|.'le-‘i
nivsit e pclitge Mlish steippid
oft that grotesquely smilling ploce of
yillow el pevenling  the Namde
sute il bovish faee of the young
secviainry, David Manley.

UNow that Ligue Is dead, wy ‘dis-
el hins sorved des purpose”” ho exe
plodned e quiot tones, o8 he gloneed
ronmil that eirele of Intent lsteners.
“Ie knew T owonld tey ta profect my
croployer and hits donghitet from his
il s of  povenge. and by oaet-
Inz Inog double rale I was able to
fl him better pedvantige, 1
ety organland four of oy felonds
Tt nosoft of secret oridor of Lifiighe
Ing 2 bt they always kept in

-

0

The Laughing Mask Stood Leoking
Over His Shoulder.

the buekgronnd except on one or two
Prressinig awvaslons,  Miss Wilking, my
stepsister, mnde our mwnsks, and we
Usial her gueden ns g meoting place.
Miss Golden Lins known sll this sloce
we worsted Lognar In the conl mine,
ond I think she will Joln me In in-
witing you nil to comie to n lHttle wifale
which 18 gofag to be hell 1o o church
in the very near future.”

As Margery turned away to hide
hor tfars and hor Llashes hor father
warmiy srhaped his former socrotnry's
hnnd, and after & moment the solemn
foth Mmee of Captaln Brackert slowly
eriucked) Into n sheepish grin as he ex-
tendad his hoefs pnw to David Manley,
altas the Lauehing Musk,

(THE ExND)
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