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On Windward Island alidor! intrigues
Mrn, ﬂuh!ul into un appenrpnoé of evil
which causen Golden to mpturo and tor-
tura l!\o Ttalian by branding hls face wnd
crunhing his hatd,  Paldorl foods the is-
Innd and kidnaps Golden's litle 11au‘!nur
Murgery, Twolve yonrs lutor in New York
4 Manked Une rescucs Margery from 1e-
flr and takve her to her father's home,

#n“ﬂr wondy  Golden o demand for the

The coveted shuri is lost In W

ITn betwesn Manley wnd one of Lagar's
]ulu himen, but s recovered by the Langh-
ing Mank. Murgery roscuos the Loughing
Mask from he poliee. Ho savos hor from
Mauki's polsoned srrows.  Muargery is
saved from denth af e hands of the
Iron Claw by the Laughing Musk,  An
ntismpt by the Iron Claw (o hlnw up the
O'Mara cottage Is frusirated dn the niek
of time. The Luaughitg Muask discloses
hia ldentty to Margery.  Margery oy
Tenrn the |1r-1lw # pinn to take tha Lasgh
ing Muask prisoper and hastens to warn
him, Fle eludes vipture: Murigery's fatler
tells her that the Mask has met desth,
A myaterioun woman frighitens  Legar's

hencliman Into a promise of confearion to |
Bhe meets Mar- |

cloar the I.nm‘hlnx Mask
fury wtiil discloses herssif (o thut

young
ady am David Manley "

Legnr anid' hi

gung Fo: posacesion of somie loot and es-
cnps,  Lakin argery with them. 'The
Laughin i adds Lo Bl mysterious.
ness by @ more  anving hey from
dl-.’\lh Margery reseion o char

Va arn loot. 1 pollos nits

arvest David as the Laughing M
Mask appenrs on the weene,  Davi
Margery and hor friends from |
mett, one of whom Toses his 1
AL # polles eaptain

¢ hellograph, Tn an ef
Hhe I8 nlmost e il by
Thie Laughing Mawk o ml‘n te hie
The codo savedn thim, David dis:
covers o dlagrnm which is the means of |
averting (he deaths of the (Goldens and
thelr guests at a Jnwn banguel. Hrackert's
man reporis Hrnl: whilp seprching for tha
Taughing Magk, that Individusl tips him
rv by Legar's mant asd tley

llrm kott lays trap for
r oentehon
ol

Foie

the Ti
Ay t)
af 1} ik pailes AMar

furiha

NINETEENTH EPISODE

The C:wé of Despair,

Mivgvrs G n Wik nal
By dlspu Yeér ns &g #at in
thier LU i o wof the Mo
gplonhed  rose garden ol et ler
thi A dwell on the reccnt  eviris
wh hl rudely  shstperad e
ehispishimd fleals, s iensive-
[ ol ot e W longe
ey ah whigh bute Lo
Clogrly Hop s s ul'
birtiell overlead o T
pronsl Ll pdlody of -unlu: il "qul
¢ Into 11 el ing ips of the
51 aml preoceaple on the
rustic bheach,
Sudilienly Fedthorid  songstor
s N "y

resichidngg steps
on the g The pewoomar
stoml looling wistinlly down 4t the
swiet-fhoal el polden hair

shifi of Sunlight fiter-
Inge throngl e saft spedng follage.
She per hls loole with one of sk
prised Ingquley.

glinted In the

S hadly expeciod o sen you e,
Davy, after dll that lins happened,™
sl J tenied of gentle reproot,

“T had to entiw, Maorgers,” he oane
swverd quietly, 1 conldn’t sty awny
from yon any longer.  Won't you Ju-
Heve that T oo traly sorry for nl..!
I hove T S T O Ve 11

The ablent  rabln, whith hiad baoen
rigafding this  mbdentoe  Intrailer

sl

fnto It peacetdl dognadi with' some
phoertninty, now ook wing oo sl
din utter of gppreliension. For

He Siowly Ralsed the Yellow Visor,

that moment s heavy-featured indl-
¥idual had erept up back of the tree
with an ailnrming  stealthiness  of
manner.  Uneonselons of the pres.
ence of the hidden eavesdeopper, the

and-oyell giel, after o 1ttle hesitntion, |
answernd the bopasstoned plea of }lno.

vid Munley.

“T do forgive yon! she said In A
nnd |

volee tredilons with  emaotion,
thon, n= she saw o hopeful light fash
into the eyes of her penitent com-
panion, she added in n firmer tone,
“hut you st not expect too much
of me nt first, Duvy. You have hurt
me deoply and It Is best that you
stay awny untll the wound s quite
henled,”

“That shnll be as you say.” he re|

plled tenderly, “for you have glven

urnlly of n
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me hope thot some dey you will Tet
we eolne bivek to you'”

Thon he slowiy took from his pockot
n fllhlml sijunre of note paper,
wd almost forgotien to glve this
to _\nu." he spld, extending the peper
to the wonderlug giel. “1 found It
Tastmed on the thorn bush wear the
great bowlder on Seven COuks bill. It
i nddressed to you und 1 think it must
be from the Loughing Mosk, for he
hns heen seen uround there o number
of thmes."

A% Murgery hnstlly glioeed at tho
pencilod nate she siw thot Doavy wus
right Iu Nis eondecturs, nold he ree
L.ll'lllwl minel that he had lost fn her
us  she realleed whot n
atrugele It wust have cost him to nct
nE  messgge bearer for his o masked
rival.

“I' trouble you to hand over that
| telter, Miss Golden,” demoaniled Cap-
tult Breckett o suthortative tones
us b stepped from his pliace of con-
cothiment,  “ye had my doubits nbout
your wuntln' (o land thot © masked
eriminnl In the cell where he belongs
ever since you steered us w g tho
thme he made his Inst iway, nn'
| perhnps thds Hitle dockyment will hielp
i theow some Hght on the subject.”
| His beefy prw sudidenly ‘shot out
nnd firmly clutelusd hor slender wrist,
But the resisting gitd found a timely
nlly In the person of Daviid Manley,
who pereeivedd that for rénsans of ler

der thee note, and, with o gulck
mwent shntobed thipl ohliel of contve
ton from her fngers and stuffed 1L in

hils prockiol,
The belligoront  coptaln. now  od-
Ve threstoningly upon the  new

fuvtur of thils vnexpm

roFiEinnge 1o

—— —— - o - — "
about  Manley and the Lbughlng | ures worming theie wuy down the

Musk belng the same person,  What
has  Just happened proves 1 am
right, for no two people could have
chnnged places between the time we
chased Munley into llw gunroom snd
that masked erl 1 the
(tdoor, No one came out of that whi-
: g:w sod you know It as well as I

For n moment the puszled girl took
raplid counsel with herself,

“1 wm afrald 1 sholl lsve to dis-
eredit your theory agein, Captaln
Broekett,” she sald ip unequivocats |
Ing tones, “for David Munley did comes
through that window and 1 saw bim '
with my own eyes.”

For o moment the heavy-fentured
police oficer stured at her o appars |
ent disbellef, but Murgery felt she
had twisted the troth In s good cuuse,
nnd presently he turned from  her
clear, lovel gaze with the artitnde of
u man who has completely lost his
bearings, I

After lunch she slipped away from
the group sitting on the brosd vernnda,
digengsing ways dnd menns for the Lo-
medlate  eipture of the Laughlong |
Mk, und toking n shortent geross the |
tlelds, soon cume Sn slght of the old
“ray farmhonse. #

O to one slide of the wenther-
benten dwelling she saw Davy com-
fortnbly sprawled In o feinged hoam- |
moek slung between two gnurled apple
trees,  Swddenly e spreang out  of
the hammock sl after au leeesolule
glonee toward the house, set off ot an
cusy paee down the ropd In the direes
tion of Seven Onks hill.  Unoder the
deserted. hommoeck Margery suw g
folded square of paper, which she con- |
clided was the note Davy hud so oor-
eowly sivisd Fromm the ruthless elitchos
of Captuln Brackett earller in the duy,

Bot Instend of the ponellod Hnes of
the Langhing Mo #he suws o rough
igenm of n g bowhler with o
stor secting (s bage-dlne,  Under this
sinr wore the worls:  “Press ot thia

own Margery did nov wish 1o nurn-lhi

|

polnt untll opening  appeaes" The
eleznifienoes of the poeeling sketeh
suddenty Washed ow the mind of tho
Hek-wittd girl,  Shie kpew that at
o e extenslve copl mining opern-

tians bl heon enrilod on 0t Séven
ks Il

In theg forgottien o mhs, 0n
ehtraee hid wppacently LS TRl
by the eonstrnction of 8 eepet door
0l the foor of the lone bowliler o
Pl BEIILG. Dhils would) gicouil for
the suililen disippearanes of David

the mnJosty of the law,

“Conue neross with thot puper, ¥oung
man,”  he bellowed. forclously, “or 11§
show' you what it nenns o Interfore
with gn oflicer performin® W= duiy”

Then' s the enltsfues] Daey ox-
hilifted o Indlontions of conplying
with iy il the drad
utterg edeliy 1 i
oy auEily thi

thar 4l

nrmm r

|[TE TR T (O t r
the muelieove |.1i paper fronm his |||Ih-
OIS W

As thiv steagziing Heures thrashed
nnd tenmped over the orderly lower
beds, Enoch Golden aod two of Cope

teln Brackett's moet, whe hud henrd
the sotpinds of  tlie el comlit,
et ufrying upon the seene,.

Aeht of these  pgomy  reaenfo

ments geted  ppon the poarly  ox-
himustind Davy HEe o rowellisl spur
upn the lhinks of o Judid lorse, |
With n sopreme offorl, e wronched
loose from the grosp of his hieavy-

handed enptor pod dorted across the
stretch of yelvet lawn townrd the
spaclous countryhouse,  with
termined oflleers llg heels,
Uy the stops ol threough the open
oo Be sonerlod, ol paining  the
guprdom ut  the opd of the
slntiimns] nnd  boltesd
of ihat sanctunry
his pursuers,

en't be foolish, vy enlled ul:ll
Golden  shurply. “yon sre aonking a
Ernve mistnke tnoresisting the lnw nnd
yau will hove to saffer the conseguens
ces nnlesd souoopen this door nme
dintely,”

Az though o eomplanes with 1his
slern warning,  the key eratel in
thie loek o the door ssange slowly
Inwnrd, Wit 0 guiek rosh Whe hos
forees  catupuoliod the

only to find 1t apparently

el it

Into

LIPo,

hnll, |
the hieavy door |
in the very fuce of |

the de- |

| thibeket

ey, Then, with o grsp of nmized
eonsternation thoy behold o fHgure
which =stlently  emerged from  the
spoce  between  the swang-lmek  door |
nod the wall inr thot flgure worn
an  ongheone mask  nf  yellpw
cuinbiele ol ;.r4|-|ml T e hugned
A heavy ealiber rovolver, which wi-
versd In aliseapeerting. Gedidon over
thot startivd .

“1 think D must e wall Lewand
rienll by 1his llm UM (T Il ns M
slowly hoeliesd ta ol thie iloor, ®and
T will now jeave you o your own e
views"

{18 thie Inst word  he
!-h'p]wll into the hollway, and with
st simaltanvons movements
puled the deor shut ofter him and
locked 0t From the outslde, Then

enme o elamor of wenthiful
the enged delectivies, sudrting une
the Indignltles to which they hnd b
sibieetdd, Doarlodd imEelves [n -
avalling fury agninst thut sout ob-
stroetlon which hoersd their pursult of
the bolidly impawlent maskor,

But with the exeeption of a fair-

vileps s

n

hafred girl walting anxiously In the
rose garden there Was no one In
sight about the well-kept  eronmls,

As I response to her enper fgiites,
her father told her of tholi huniliat-
itg encounter with the mnsked Inter-
loper, who had mirtculously tnken the
| plare of the harried Moanley, Mar.
gory hecnme conselous of the opeoly
suspleious guze of the russet-faced po-
Hee eaptaln,

T odon't koow what your motive
fa, Mig= Golden” he snld resentfully,
“hut for some renson you have tried

| all amlong to discredit my theory

ler |

slope toward her.

She would bave been taken entirely
off her guard hud not the heayvy-foot-
ed gnngster known as Dutel Fronk
clumsily loosed w himvy stone, which
went bounding and erasbing down tho
steep Incline past the startled girl,

“Spreud out, and be quick nhout it | ot
Legnr commanded shnrply. *Tony, cut
lier off from the house; stuy whers
you ure, Duteh, In ease she doubles
boack ; Mock, you wateh the roud; I'll
get the girl myself.

Then out of her desperation was

| born a plan, woeertnin amd hoazard-

ous fn (s noture, but worth attempt-
Ing ns n Inst resort.  Guthering all
her sirength for u fing) efort, she
hendied directly for the long bowlder
 standing  on the ridge-top  some
ronty yards ubove her,  Sha eove
ered the Intervening distince with o
frenzled burst of speed and  threw
herself, panting convulsively, at the
base of the mussive rock

Then her brulsed fingers enme In
contuct with o slight projection, on

| which she saw palnted the falnt out-

line of n red star,  She Instantly
progged with all her strongth agninst
this projection aod, with n shorp ellck
of reledsing bolts, o slah of wood so
closely resemtdlng the rock ns to defy
detection saddenly dropped in I8
grooved guldes, leaviog o nurrow aper-
ture In the face of the howlder.

BEven ns Legar, his cruel face
aflame with evil passion, rushed wpon
thit defenseless  girl, she  slipped
throngh' the  steange  opening, and
w8 =he ctubiod onto o rude wooden
plutform gome Angenions  mechanism
sent the heavy ponel shooting into
pluce belind her.

Penenth the platform on whivh she
WK & ding the gloom wus broken by
Mickering  tallow dips Axed angalnst
the wall, aod Morgery saw, ns sho ox-

peeted, the nbyrinthion  gollerles of
the long-deserted conl mine, Thon as
she s sl e lndider which  led

down Into the waverlng shudows the !

henvy bareler suddenly deopped and
shibouelted  pgninst  the  outer  Jight
she suw (e leering fuce of Logor,

A8 be come twisting through e
DUEFOW ¢ the horeled  gliel
sprang for the ludder ond groping hor
way downwan! found hersell inoa
which, oponied o
slvil toil g ki s,

sloping In

Hples

Marzery  voulidl now hesr  eiiph
viodeess dned dhe shinliing of feet on the
platfori nbove Tk hioad,  Aftor g

solltary rock on
nmd the equally

hehind that
1% owension

suiilen ¢ gonee of  the  Langhing
Musk o wetnont lnter,  With o foels
Ing thir ot dnst she hnd o st 1
npon ot e eligs, N 3

rupldly  ueroes e atlowa In the

e vd Wil
nrtivie by the

hope of regeling tho
Lofore T shionld
o el WS ronte
Mo lier relief, thys: const wins
elear when she reached her dost
tion, btut when s=he hod tolied
way up the steep -lu|<.~ thg s
i:u’- Iject nf hiw
ering telsare

of the highwaoy,
sl

At b sy

il Trom this apporti
koept nn Intent el on T
B s ol Ehies Yoy smnn, wlio s now
pleking his oy nlomg the erest of
the rid As he neored the Isolatold
owldop he stopped, and then, appor-
eafly sntlaficad he swas frie frmm oh-
servation, disappenred  belind o thnt
grent sphere of stone, A
Ieter, ns the breathlessly w

thope fsened]
serivon 0 fidire elid
habiliments of  the

half expeetsd
hind thut pocky
In (e furndlinge
Luughing Muask.
But st that Instant another porson
emmerged frotn belilod the bowhler and
deseended  the hillside within n few
yurde of the thicket where the wide-
eyed girl eromched in utter bewllder-
ment, For the neweomor Wil nones
other than Phvid Manley himeetf and
the solution of that baflling mystery
seemed furthier off thun ever,

At Bay.

The sadly perplexed girl stopped out
from her place of ealment and
stonll wiateliing the fast dissppearing
Toy hee fur-

figure of Linvid Munley.
ther ampzement, he seemed to be
headed direetly for the WIKens" es-

tate.  Whnt il it 4l mean® T iy
occyplid  with these  distressing
thoughts, Margery wns oblivious 1o the
stenliliy approach of four sinister lge

The Capture of Legar,

mothent's hesitntion she dorted into
one of the shwdowy ehuambes hoping
to Nind some place of concenlment in
Ity dark recessos, But she wis sd-

denly threnteoed by now ang unex-
petedl dan far In he center of
thnt  waultllk rawyn’ her huresing

foot gndillenly stipped from nnder her,

aml With o startled  outery  she
plunged thironeh o hidden tupdoor,
which sprange Dok Into ploce when
relloved of her wilght

When the badly shaken L-‘rl Mt U|.

on e i {| BT
: lind 1 with ons
forve, she reallaod she T|||-1 fallen into
onuther, of thonis ppoectrnlly Hghitind
ehatabers on n ovwer levo] of i
hly I i rhils
ell i e b whilel
L 4.0 tlel.
Apninst une flide of that tombiilke
chutnbor the miters hd left on nse
comling gerles of rovky ledges upein

which they must hnve stood 1o reach

the higher cond deposits, but this
rotsh stairway offercd no hope of
vacupe o the apprehensiye gicl,

Then, with n faint fnsh of Hight,
the trupdoor swung opon, oud she
beard n whurtled oath, followed by
the thid of 6 henvy body ns 1L struck
the tocky fooring, A long sl

girl r
st he
he hod

aml the nlnrmed
BisE unsess endimy
whera

followel
baed thnt
Iy uneonselona
fullen.

She did not koow that the sodden
nndd | mivsterions  disappearance  of
Blaek Tony had proved too much for
even the fron nerve of those erime
hnrdeoed gunmmen.

“Tony must linve
old shuft, but that's
your throwing a L™

fallen down nn
no reason for
Laogar sald In &
thnt was o« (el unstewdy,
“maybe the girl's down thers, tiv,
(ot one of those lghts off the will
and wolll tuke o look at that mnns
trnp”
spurred on
grim-fuced

vijow

by n from his

lender,

curse
the

nkuble stgns of raturnlog oo

| But

gangster  enlled  Mack
slowly and with some trepldation to-
ward a tallow dip spotteriog In &

advaneed © stopped a short dlatance down the 1osd

At slght of these Implaciable enembes
the Laughiing Mask, with n word of gs-

bracket flxed against the fuky Llack | guranée to his sompanion, sHpped gote

wall,
with  thick und clumsy fngers, &
fearful nnd  groesome

As ho fumbled at that bracket | etly thvough the Bedge and run Hghts

1y toward the Wighway, down which

thing  hap- | the detectives were ilroidy  coming.

penad.  Buspended high over his head  But the moaning of (his surprising

and concenled with the wall hracket |

maneuyer wng apparent In another me-

by n slender wire, iovigihle in the | ment. for mingled with the startled

semidarkness, wus o massive lron
erowbur, Its beveled edge shaepened

I

shouts of the olllesrs. enme the rapld
exploslons from o motoreyele, whieh

ln n mmrllke fneness,  The course | pnow durted swny with It mosked rides

br Inst an ing
lrllm'r hud llnatuuily rultmd thut
dendly weapon  hanglog In midalr,
It dropped stealght down ke a plum-
met nud eotching the unsuspecting
gunman squarely on the heagd, spilt
lils skuil Hke un eggshell,

But the supernatural _horrors  of
those subterranean vaults wers stil
to  be exhnusted. For s momesd
Duteh Frank, the blond gungster,
stured In white-faced consternation
ut thut ghostly fegare stretchod be-
fore hilm,
of terror, the np-

he  turmned from

Then, with o sudden bleal |

palling sight and fled blindly along the

dusky tunoel toward the ldder Tead-
Ing to the upper workil
rish b exenpe from those Hotnened
vaulis of death he Blundered heavily
pgalust an old and decaylog mine
prog.

The nge-rotted thuber erumbled ke
paper under the foreeful blow from
the shoulder of the rneing blond giant,
und with the suddenncess of a cloud-
burst, o great section of deop-Assured
rock, which roofed the tunnel, fell
with o sullen rosr onto the ulr:lslﬂlnk
gungster, cruxhiog out lis life ntlt]
blocking up the phesage.  As the muts
terlng echoes wroused by thot Innd-
slide slowly subsidml, Legor venlized
et the hond of denth had robbed him
of the last of his ovil followers, and
His sivege eodrige entlrny  forsook
Nl Ohsessed with g mad desiee to
eavnpe from the eucompisslng shind-
uws, he feentlenlly tore af the rocks
which now cheekod s ogross,

It wus with new misglvings

that

In hix ood |

the glel eroucliing in the sbyglpn gloom |

of the williddn erypt on the lower
Tovel of the abmndoged mine, heard the
mufiled roar ne ipnnying the ens-
eade of rocks Into e tannel, Her
enetny Iy Ing undser the feapedoor whera
(TR0 [T A o nonow Eave btk hle
iy of nrnlng Conselimysless,

appalling oo jectnees wors
Tubinl by o diiper whieh
dire il inumedinte resolir,
II-'r ooty Iyime ander the onpadoor
wheree he Hid fallen now gove

AN

Vrosently hie would eommonce 1o oX-

plore his tronn i, and the girl, |
opuirntetl by ot o few foot ol ens |
lronding  durkness frome e merel- |

the L0 D Blewnd baen eold
Bt of those geoping fins
wileh woold ovenrunliy fad Hae,
H%he wilted, enroely alarving to
h|-:|1!u- for fene of huiraying bhor g
shies heged o low exelnnmtlon of |
H:IIH\f[It 1ion
man, nnd even
whitt It could e
Hght suddenly @l
Hes,

Thnt

loas erin
et

Ers

}a b

while sho Wi

cxclnmation  from  her enemy

Lo sl shiaft of |
e the ehony bineks |

mesnt bl fonnd Bia pocket flashe |
"l mE open possnde inte the howls

podd mew ok DT edredle
of Dghit tevelind ovar thie Jutthge wills,
wlowly dppronching  the spot whers
Murgery: Golilen eroucheds walting her
Inevitnble diseovery with afl the conr-

pige sho coulil muster. Newrer, nid yot

nenrer, caie that bistraying i ul'
Heht.  Suddenly It restisd full on thse
white fuee of o girl, while from the
Hps of Black T4 eutne n startled onth
of waolnler.

Hglt unbrok

Then Ahe Heht wos quickly extine
ik, onad Muovgory heard the sofE
pueel of  wtenltlilly npprogching - foot=
fillse Towo hor distraughe wind cnme
the momory of those sholfilke ridges
s hed sesnm ont the farther end of
the  choumber. and, feeling hot way

alomge e e sall, gl stole faplily
towsed thom.  Even ne she stumbled
Agminst e lowest of thiose stope pro-
Jeotlong, sho heard the saghden s
of the gangstor, follonved Ly hils
Biilledd furey us fie clowed st the smnpty
uir where he hind lust seen ber,

Tl cotie i et elivk to, hor dars,
amd pEnin thot eleede of  Heht come
mened IS explorniion 1t smhdenly

| glored into her eyes, and, the shindowy

henvy-set |

Torm bebibnd It cnme rapldls aneder the
Tedge,

Wity dresown irogth aond tamnlt gong-
Iy benting heart, sl walted, waliod

o LB 10

[

bending low ovir the hindle burs,

With o quick erush of gedrs the sg
tomublie stirted [n hot pursuit,

When the Laughing Mask had estab-
Habed a fulely wide margin of safety
ha slowed down and, lonplng from the
Anddie, rut with qulek strides oves

Even an the Knife Was Raised to
Strike, the Miracle Happened,

the tlelds towurd  Seven  Oaks hill,
Ioomdng neross the villes, A Tew mo-
mtnts luter the stalwart pollee cap-
tiln and e two men cane pounding
over e sione courad, But it o soings
whitt slower pid hodsior gall.

Far down dn those huried chimbers
under thee Wb for o ldeh those stelving
flguren  wore  headed, o wolflsh-faced
win despotitoly clinwed nt the pllg of
roek mnd deliis ehoking thi tun
aaly Witk an ectliKe n
Wl thutgh il e
sl Nl ofectod, i stagiedred
Wi ' deaaloon o townd the Tadder,
i wearravnged fuee Hehd with dread
npprehension.

e mnde bl way tlirough the opan-
Ing nnd #tood eonfioedly Minking In
i brighy Hood of soplight he pexe
wOmenl m rsoniie fgurd bore dowi
wupon Dee patlaw from the other side
of the roelk, There wis g fodden s
priet of eolliitm bodiew and Jules L
gnr nod the Tnughing Maxk stood 1n
dpxs! uneertudnty, sincing Into ench
othor's oyes.

By wnrlly

wvniding the foenace of

Dbt feeeibile elow' of Qe e monskied

With o spdden trlok of Jojie
wnese orfin, Lid hienvler appos
toppling over bockwnrl,  Then,
fore Legnr conld reginln his balanen,
thie Longhing Mask slipped  through

MyNIEry,
T

dor, the panel closlng shineply us ha
Kroppedd an e plutfa The next fne
stunt Loegnre fonnd hlmsedt fuee to face
with Captain Beneliett nnd the two des
Pt i, whon i becsn ot on the teall
of the Loaghitng Maxk,

Hefore Logoe conlil denw his gan
i thiree hienyy rosolute olllcors
avbanelied thensalves apon hilo, harys
Ing hin under thote cambined weight
i Do erashend bo tlie gronnd,

o Muasgery Golilen, still dying on
thint morrow vocky  ledige, expedting
every nument dn attnel feom out of
Ul 'l e possing thime hod secmied
ke @ Feprfol oleenity. She lind hened
Bhek Mang erceping abont hulow hee
In up appurentls Mty senrch for his
fhsditizhi

Thm
W thiln s
her. Hhe
of tha
steniddllv
gl nist
poringe

s

e low ery of trlumph and
Woof Hheht waversd) upon
aw e findster, looring fuco
swanrthy Hulinn ua e coio

nefieol,  She shrank  back
the roueh wioll ne nlong, tos
knifes eintehied o sinewy fins
e townrd her, It
soctined certaln thoat nothing short of
He sonhl sive s Bot oven
kolfe wos ralsel to stelke, the

LR

ns tl

| obesehs Tinppieniid,

T o rent Ly Solisd wall Behdful Hop

| sipdbinily guve woy il Margory falt
Torrsal € qputelily puillod througli nn open-
[ ] by strong. temder arms 1 Whs

|

unthl shee Saw e bablep-shipeed Hendd
of the gungster Jast bepeath her, Then |
with o tolghty olfort she H0ed o
henvy Tuinp of ol snd with oll her

wieength sent it ernsbing onto the hoir-
muttod skull of the Wtaliun

Kho now hoad nothilng bt her
Tndds with which o repel that

e
Rnng-

!

ster, more dongerons and viclous tho |
i omned floge,  As rhe iy 10E o e nur-
row  ledge momentarily expecting n,

frogh onslpogh!, she Know there wnk
but wne posEible chnnes for her solva-
than,  If her musked protector should
by any chance return to this ander-
ground Inbyrinth, which he had nppor-
ently utilizad ng oo tereibly  gooarded
hiding place, she might yet escupe (hit
knifir blnde.

But the chance Wns svien more res
tiote than the despalring glel conld
retilize, for b that woment, while she
wos Intently Hstenlog for the saft step
of Bluck Tony, the Laughlug Musk wos
sontod In o feagrnnt garden tilking In
oo enrnest minner to the protty. Dors
othy Wilkens, close heside him.  Thon
we he milsdvely  leamswd over and
klgmedl her they henrd the rapldis wp-
pronching sounids of o hnrdadriven
i

Then thut eur, o which wers wented
Captaln Venckett and two of his de-
teetives, entie lnto view and, with the
whine of hostlly applicd  brokes,

vaugnely conxetons of helng borne up o
tddeor nd presontly o gentle hrocas
fonned ber elieek, When the freshonle
Bl s b el sl Besdme e
csdonid 1o dnyllsht sitw  the
Lawaghing 1l |n'||!|llt;: avie hor,

Sl o feedlng up Lo e very Tnst
thist yon woubl suve me” she mur-
mured gratefully,

I wns lieky 1 koo about the old
vontilnting  shaft eonnecting oll the
gudleries fo the miie” he modestly ro-

Pt s 0wl b dpnel e safe for you to
go hotpe pow, for 1 hippen (o know
thut 1. r hiuEelf fe cnptured and bis
whort b all st the ool punlshment

thiy so richly deseved.”

But Morgery fixed o plending look
wpwon b maked snvlor,

"Can't ot see bow Tum tortured by
this teeribile uncertalnts” she snld In
suppllenting tones, “If you really love
foee, S0 WL tell me who you are

For o dnoment the Laughing Mask
hesltated, then he slowly ratsed thoe
vellow visor which so long had pres
served  the secret  of  his  ldentity.
Transixed with  wonder,  Mirgery
gtoo] goaltig upon the face of her
compunion. A Hitle ery broke from
fer Hpw, ooery thnt might bave signl-
fled elther Joy or sorrow,

(TO B COKCLUDED,)




