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: Anxlous to do anything which might | the first part of his plan fnto execn- '
1 | teud to clear up the hurnssing dooabts | tlon,  He went to the smoll muhogany
preying vpon her mind, Moargery wils | weiting desk standing o onge cofer
i I Nugly wequiesced In thig plan. A lt- | of the gonroom and busled himsele
{ | tie later the spoedy, gray roadster | in elumsily gulding the pen held In
] 'eoutnining the determined poliee eup- | his thick fingers over o half-shect of
v tnin and the troubled-fuced girl~drow | notepaper,
i up Just around the bend of the road “I'his ought to do the trick If any-
| pcyum.l the Hicks homestend, wherd | thing  will," he cowplacently ans
David Munley bnd taken up his qbode | nounced, swinging about {o his chaie
I slnce hls nbrupt departiure from the | after o few moments of laborlous ef-
{ S I.unlwl;'dlmuse of his former employer, | fort, "now let's get this thing stealght.
Suddenly Margery felt bher heart | 've sig !
d gued Logur's nuwe to this hore
AUTHOR. OF “THE OCCASIONAL OFFENDER,"” quicken ns ghe saw o fumiline figure, ‘ Billydoo, ond 18 Just about the way
» “THE WIRE TAPPERS,” “GUN RUNNERS," ETC. [ u'iu: dejoctedly  drooplog  shoulders, ' Le'd hove weltten It bituself. It's ad-
CULTIUE WOros v o C A ! . v >
NOVELIZED FROM THE PATHE PHOTO PLAY OF THE SAME NAME | | tion of Seven Onks 1l Tl Koo | oot (b ooy ieh Venake fn New York,
n of Seven Opks ML The keen- | ynd 1L says Logne bus rigiged up n
SOFYRICHT, A RT ANTHUS STRINCHN eyed oflcer enught sight of his quurry | plant to decoy you down to Wharton's
Mlig door of the rooi, Whire Miss | 8% aimost the same moment. | Quarry at four o'clock this after-
SYNOFSIS, Wilkeng gléeps stood open a Httle way Ijl‘l:;"."’f our mun now," he “""1. noon, un' he wants o couple of his
s e und T caught the glim of n fAashiight ;{:“‘ i ol 15 up to us 1o keep ) strong-arm men sent right out to help
p2n Windward Ialand Palidor] Inteleust | 'npar swhore she keeps her Jowel cose. | 50 In slght overy minute, pull off the abduetin' job, atd carry
i ot ity Golden t taptire and tor | T shoved my hand just lnside the door |  Stealthiis the slender girl and the | you back to the city. Now we'll take
Yiro tua feflan b brasing b 168 A1 | amd ushed tho Lght button. Aad | BUFlY euptale, slipping from cover to | this fake messago aut to that big rock
lﬁ:‘l and -“L‘:Mm Golden's Jitle A ‘!m; tiore we wis faco to face with a i cover, shndowed the absteneted .‘.‘.\n-l where we've seen the Laughlng Mosk
LRy e N oum fae | Couplo of the most surpriked and | l‘fi'h“ll:'f was apparently oo eccupled | bungin' aroun’ an' drop It in piein
ar and takos Ner to Ner father’s home toughest lookin' ecrogls that 1 ever W ils thoughts to be ot oll on his | slght, kind of cureless ke, o8 though
gar wends Gollen s domnnd  for tho | par up with, Miss Wilkens was 1yln! guprd, e foally reachod the sumes | [t hod slipped out of Logar's pocket.
chart. The covelod chart Is lost In W it of |
ght botwesn Nunley i one of Legnar's | thore 1 the bed Kleepin’ ke a baby." | wit of the hill and mude steaight for | Then' I our man comes along nn' he
g NP St I rocovered by Ao e | “Thom two houselrénkin® agents of | : 1:: l‘:nu I’;*“"d‘-‘l'- where on a previovs | nin't too much taken up with his neyw
Misk from the pollie. Manley fnds Mare | Légar's was ns full of fght ns i cou- | wenston the Loughing Mosk had mys- | ludy friend; he's pretty likely to swil-
i » " i o » - . ]
o gery, not ‘gm-:f;lr':n:"‘lluul:ll:ludlnr;t:h“!i" waven | ple of Kilkenny ents, Thoy whipped “';‘l"“ﬁ*i. (“:'ll d the hotly pursuing | low this balt, hook an' glnker, an' I£
oy plans & mock funeral which tails to | out thelr g nd vof them feshed | POl captaln,  His trallérs dodged | he goes down to Wharton's qourry at
e T O aRAh m‘:in‘:’ S0P | me In the shoulder, while the other 1ntl'-‘ ai neur-by thicket und breathless- | four w'elock this ufternoon to glve yuut
Kt?rv'u vaul fro --lu[nh nt umﬁum- J\! fotehid Joe n crnek over fhe head | ¥ “‘il]h'i! the outcome of this strange  a hand ke he nsed to do he's goln'
the Iron Claw by thie Laughing Mask, An STod o Arocedure, | v .
L Jion s by h AcatERInE v Al dhat put W to e-h:- p for o minute. By |} N to get tho biggest surprise party of
l'. ara ch"l““l" tr}ul.gr.n-_a 1{. llli“’ In1|-.k1- the tlme Miss Wilkens had got her Nor had they long to walt. A fow | his lfe” Descended With Terrific Impact on the Watchman's Skull. |
of time, i Laughing Mask diseloses | pyoq opon gn’ let ont a seared sereech | W80 moments clupsed after Duyvid | When 1l ky tuln of polle '
hin Jdentiiy to Morgery,  Margecy overs | 0 ; y I w0n the atoeky: capiain ok 0:1c6 sl
B e smf‘-“ T mﬁkn ! m)i.mmlh- they was through the winder nnd Mutley disnppeared from view behind | haviog “planted” bis forged decoy |u|“ Took mroun’, an' the switeh explod- | still form us indifferently s tho!
fng Mank prisoner and hantens o warn | elimbin’ dow, v Inttienwork. the bowlder und ghe 10 b i i . . ; in' the blg blast 1s o (hat shanty just] (it bad been o fallen tree-trupk.  Then,
HE | They escape both the police. mnd I wn the I ric. I rofigure ' 0 conspleuous spot pear  the  lone 2
T o the Tatnning Mank Myalt o minute, Jenking” Captain | ¢ rgod from In back of that stone | bowlder, returned to  the walting up the wny. 1 seen It when I took a8 e was nbout to enter the shanty,
I, L e S b wxi‘lh:r rKery s | Brackett Interrupted.  “Your story eoneealiuent. Pho feutures of the new- | giel In the low-slung enr. his fnce | PECK In the winder, Thut dago watehe! | he paused for o moment oo the thr
3 i onplure; 1] . e * o T 've!
nt tells hor that the Mask M:.I mat | may be vers Interesting, but what has | C0MeT Were shrouded by o yellow uod | was unmistakably stumped with self- man s ""”", right over It, but Fye |old und "““".: i quick look over his
f:.nl J'l n}i\-nt-'riotun wopiah, fl'lp;l!l_"rln this purt of It got to do with the grotesaiiely laughing mosk, satisfuction. got somethin’ here that ought to put | shoulder. What he saw bronght a
r-ei';?n £ Claar tha i p;‘::mmf:n?:. ‘s?r'f.;i Laughlng Mask?" Through that opening the two sluu]-] . . . . . . . bt to sleen for a while. :\lmrillmg ‘;"Tm“'lm a hlln Hps, hll:
:.lemua'- ':;m!';ﬁy“:: ||;|":\"1n:.‘i:_.r;.""::-r!| O wiig Just comin' to that,” his sub- | Owers of the Laughing Mask saw him | The Jubilant poliee officer might Ha produced. frovi atig_of hia, pock; n‘t:;.r :l:m:|-u|“|lll| y tal »im.: Nl'““! Lo~
ar ane bis gang get possession of some | ordinnte replled In a somewhat ng- advanelng townrd o roseannntlod sums | hpve lost some of his confidence In [ets. n heavy binckinck, nnd this ef- ; D:RUALY COUIDIBRIRT
oot sy escape, tnkine  Margery  with 2 T MetbusE nE e and o 1 31 M fective mothioll of  (isposing of  the maoblle deiven at n death-conrting pnes,
R e Mank nads to s | Erieved tone, “We got out the front e ! f w shaded | the sueooss of his plan hoad he known i 1 e | OD the Tunologboned of that madl
Ll e by L o nine. her | door Just ms the thugs was mokin' | Wtk They saw o gracoful girl, her | that from behind o sheltering thicket nuirry. gunrd moating: with Lugnrs alis " ; J
f?w death Margers 8 the "”""ét fonnkcs for  racin’ car they bad ide | AOWerlike face aglow with eager ex- | two pitles of ovil eyes had wittehea | pproyal, the two eonsplrators moved |lur:,hl||-.: enr preciuriously elung i man
of the Van Horn Ipot o atiem o : : A iy v . Wilring ] . x
to arrest D i the Lat hill“-r Mask. | den off to one side of the road. Ol | I tutlon, sudidenly emerge from the | his eyery movemiont from the thne (. the'Gitwetion of (e Neysby. stnlys ‘\:-:lqll “'- "| J‘:."”rw 1Il“wkl J 'Aﬂ o :
‘:m.:_nm‘:\‘»k Ll u'l’l ,“:r!m";I.‘lr-;;:..-f,“"::..l--l‘.| | man Parker tried to stop ‘em, bt ho sunmerhouse und ron o meet bhim | the geay onr hnd stopped by the rond- Bup even at that moment fate :l -rrntc{ :‘lml "Illl;""t gt I||}I”:‘le
'i""' e e am . losos Trim | ot & wallop on the dnw that knocked with outstrotelied arms. Then as the | gide.  Now (it (he colst was clenr dnlned the hpppenlong of o certain n- :u:o tl|:||n::1 :‘.;:l' 11" l”lll:.t ::]j:’ll:h::[ uf;
+ T ek | " | I = o] . . iy e 3 .’
i,..’.-t:.’,.l",t‘;,,':;,:,”,‘-"f',‘._;_ h{},'.".,,!;f,‘::.,:’_ ”;‘3:“7!:: | Wim gy, They Jumps Into the eur | two Ogures met for o moment oo thera cmerged  Trom thet thicket a cldent ‘whicli. tondedl to zive Lognr's rondl pod, mirgenlously rotnlning his
tonchor Margary tie lellosraphy | 1 08 sonis Ner off with the self-strter. | €105 embruce n slarp cry of pentup | man with & wolllal, sear-morked face, | proposul  vietins, crouching at ,tha i g o otshod Info the shoute
Rﬁr;ﬁﬁi"' 'r'}:l-u .ti.ri:l'I1-'.-1|r:5.u'“ll:.h.1.:|.wnll'-lll:\.}.‘\' l Wi thonght they wis gone all right, nngulsh bhurst feom the white lps of | who stood wolting while  hs  blond foot of (lint great wall of granite: n Ing r|-:l| ulvh\:" " ;: I-.-; ::( ?:“:n:;p "
diseovers # dlagritm whivh !.-I,nf- e | when Uit futomobile stops up with s | Muergery Gollon, lentenant retrioved the white slip of tiurely possitile changa for; shelr: lkvoe | o L CEROBI
?I‘rlulllrmurhlnml'nlr|||l|. i I’.II.:I‘I.I.I:uql,lnl.h..m wnd | Jorle (hut pretty near put thom motor | As that soul-raoked ery renched b L paper Tntenied to) ehitenp the Lough- And In that unexpected Ineldent the ‘ .lh"lf IE was that Legar reallzed his
: ; = | Dandits over the gliss front. We was | enes, the peclldions muskor broke frons ng Mask,  But senrecely hod  those Laughing Mosk fook the londing pave. | prey swould eacipo him unjess he act-
EIGHTEENTH EPISODE ' Johnny on the mpot then, an' wo ‘~n|'| Aw, complotely exhnusted from his od without the Toss of n socond.  He
" nred our men inoa hurey.  An' say, lirst tiurst of speed, he stumilel fal- | swang aiont and dartod threough the
| what do yon think put the kibosh on terin mlone (the dust-ehoking roied  door of the shanty toward the pamps
The Gfﬂen-E)’cd Gﬂd | {hnt Jox ride getawny " towied W hneton's quarey, he hoad ale ke eleotrien] contrivande from which
] - ” 1 * e i1 o) +
| itha thing: thoE | BrouEnt: |iem most rolinquished  hope ||fl'|u'|ll:: in  ereeping whre tenilrils extonded to the
S thought vou bl Afseseded hat | aioks (o SEGAREL was o rope |m| thne towarn tho Tmpeeiled giol, schoge | mined ollif, Tt hefore his  lenn
thoory, Cuptain Breaclkett,” '.\'Irn'::vl',\’! Ihick e s e, with one end e} solf-appolntod protector he Hnd been, | fogers could Jam down the hndle
{ Qolden suld Ao sueprised tones. YLy g0 e foir “M“’ AR R attomotiie] . . . . * . . ol ke the connectlon whiloh would
\ J know  you wored some ®HONRIY | g fhie othor end anade fust toon big Then Laughing Mask in hin despale "‘:"'::""“ 'E‘I‘?‘ J\l‘lltﬂﬂ‘lluc._llllt;- H!i:nrln n;
! convinelng evivence, bt when, wWith b penn  mhe wheols wos hogain' round, honvil the honvse 1 peponted coughs | dendly  power 3 IIIJ"!,\I Golden  an
our own eyes, Wi sw Dot David g iy wasn't gettin® nowhere, A iz of oo notomaobile horn ns the fme the. ot : "l";l fletectlvos had lesped
| Mantes and the Langhing Muskin the | g man who tltged up the contrip- [ pattont driver of o ewr tapldly ap- | from I.hn»lr place of concenfment and
Jj sama room at the s times 0 stande| yon ror stoppin’ those erooks  must | protehing f Sl e for | Wastity advonesd to megt the misked
v J to reanon they mist be Aifferont por | poee boen thot Langhin' Musk pe've W oolonr mid, Bor Instend of |Il'l'l!—!r‘_m"'w" for whom they had: been
gons,” Then she wdded oftly W hees | gpop - We fapnd those Jnllbieds Hind [l thoss myucous notes of. wiyntng | ¥10E 1 walt.
st ";\Ii:! 1w gorry It tummed OUE S ety hnd records gu' the somuiten | i Tangtilng Mask swone ohsug and, | CTegar!™ e panted  hrolienly.
that waoy. anld T wiis lkely to get somo good | il TEels T tie middle of the | “Tegap i8 Here—he's fiving a hlnst—

Just then one of the enptaln's men
ontored the room with news of p star-
tling character written large on lis |
fee,

oWell, Jonklne, what s (83 tersely
dlemn o Wi superlor, and then as
the self-lmportant gleath glaneed  nt
Murgery, he adied, "Mige Golden 18 In
on this as wueh nx any of us"

SWell, you see It happensl ke
inls” he begin in o neditative voleo,
1 had heen doin® o four-hour stroteh
down nt the four eorners. 1t wns
the Blnekest Iind of o night and thers
witkn't even n stray rabblt for com-
pany, I hodn't seen anything that
toaked spsplelons, so when Danovin
comes tlong ta spell me off, T thought
'd stop In a minute for a chat with
Parkor, the head gaedener down at
Witken's pluce. 1 found the old mun |
and Wis son, Joe, In the kitchen and
they guve e o Tittloe somethin® 1o
take the dust ont of my throat. Wo
awits sotiin® thore quiet and peacenhle,
when o1l of n switiden T seen old Par-
ker sturin’ ot the open winder with
the oyes bulgin® ant of his lead, 1

took o squint  myeelf dnd TIL ha
Hlamed IF thint silppe eistomer awith
the ecomle mnsk wisn't lookin® right

Intn my « .

wotenking he snys, quite enlnitke,
enil’re ool i I your vy, so
1 thaneht Tl tip von off that o conpla
of thir Tron Cluw 's-socobstory workirs
are pullin® oft 1 Job cight In this house
while you're @ 14 1 beer. It
you nnb those two porch-climbers,” he
gays, It onght to help thut promotion
yn're n for'"

“rhen he gives o Hitle Inugh an®
avlth that he wns gone. 1 thought he
wis kiddin me plong and T was protty

Towiked

&

“Miss Wilkens Was Sleeping Like a
Baby."

sore Ly it time I mnkes o dive |
through the wigdier with Joe close
behlnd me, but thit  masked .!(-rrf|
hald M=agpvesred Hie he always does.”

e gl the hest we eould, chief,
' yeu ot to know It ain't oo
efnel to ronmd up the Laughin® Mask,
Well—ns | ayin', he made a
clean getnway and me and Joo decid-
od to take o look through the house
to mnke sure he was only stringin'
us, We went up thewm froot stairs
Hke n couple of guin-ghoe artists an'
then we seen somethly' was wrong.

wns

nows oo couple of doye.  Porhaps
thix feller with (he mnsk nin't as had
w5 yon thiink, chio [

“Why doesn’t he gome out into the
open, then, nnd esplnin those ehirges
stoodin’  agninst  him,  lustead  of
smendin’ wrommd ke nomuaked safe- |
blower?" he demanded with  consid-
erphle hoat,

A 't know you winted me to
begin backwnrds,” he sald In el
tonesa, “'ve  got  somethin’ worth |

tulkin' nbout all right, If you'll give
me i chunen to toll it |
“Pleage toll us everything that bope- |
pened, Jonkins' Margery interposed
Wall, 1t certalnly wns some s|~|'||||‘!

Miss  Golden,” apnswerad  thio thll'i'-|
enteher, addressing blmself exclusive- |
Iy to the diplomatle glel, “an' the

strumgest part of the whole thing haps
petd after T got the brocclets on
them. erooks nmd loft Joe to waleh
them, while T woent up to the howse Lo
pee IF nnyiling was mlssint"

STust as T reacehel the hopse" he
quickly fesmed, “the dncon  brole
throueh the clonds an' T stoad Tookin® |
futo the gorden. for T had o hunch
thit onc-armed  desperndo might e
Tunnd arounid to superintend  thot
job hig: men teled to pull o, Thea,
all ot onee, T seen  Miss Willions,
dresee] In o Rind of loee wrilpgwr,
standin® Whe o ghost down ol the Diy-

ther end of the gnrden. A she
when't nlone by o long shor, Talkin®

to her, froe nid ensy o If held known
Her !l hls lfe, was that doredevil,
Lanehin® Mask, T folt gort of obliged

to Ll for tippin' me off alwit la
eur's  secnndstory  workers, but
knew you i s to hinve o litthe
talkk with L sl T gonimences o

snenl up on them nlght prowters N
un ol Tom wornlil go onfteér n eonp

Ol Sprrowe I hd eoversd  abi
hinlf the stonee when that mnsked
Ristiiser be Mixs Wilkons In his
nrns un' o nees to klss her ik
happy b v An' she ki
comin' right bhek for more, 1 was
thnt surprised. 1 minst have Tot my

foot down beasy, for they Lrealie apart
anf) hie good theough the he Hke &
ghot. When I up on ot
there wna only Miss Wilkens an® when
1 told her she wos horlorin' o ninn
wanted by the law, she froze me up
with o hnughty stare,

“iyon must hnve been drinkin', of-
fleer,’ shie suys. ‘T Just enme out for n
minute to enlm my nerves nfter oll
that excltement nn® the only person
've seen |8 an extremely rude polless
mnn,’

“1 don't belleve n word of the last
part of your story,” Muargery cried in
a volee perllously eclose to tenrd. M1
don't bhelleve the Lauzhing Mask wos
praomennding nbout that garden selth
o Etrnnge young woman ut midnlght.”

*We'll sottle that when the time
comes,” sild the polleo enpindn, “buat
right now young Monley Is the one
thint ueeds watchin', [ thought may-
be vou'd feel like takin' me down
where he's stuyin' In your cur”

Sones

#They Were as Full of Fight as

the embruce of L& compunion and
stpoil gising In startled surprise in
the directlon from which it enme, At
thnt moment o thicksset fignre cnnge
eutupulting  through the  hedige  and
hare down tupon e Laughing  Muask
ke o huwmon cannon bolls The exas-
pernted  police captaln, reallziig he
could no longer hope to tnke s ene

my by surprise, hod stakied everything
on thig swdden rushi,. Dot the oimble
footed fugitive wius off ke o sprinter
teving to Dol & record; gl by the
| thne he renched the vl he had
gained nowlde leap ovet hils himbefing
pursuer,  who shorfily guve up the
chase nigd slowly retfnced his steps,
Blowing ke o winded truck

b bs thie second thine You've hir-
| that erftulnnl," he burked st the
oy creet yourg womnn who stood
Facing Muargory Goldeag n' ns of-
tieor of the Tow 1 ogive yon ning
it will be worse foe yoil 0 yaun don't |
telt ux where ho keops hbmoelf under
cover"”

v shndl tell you pothing,™

rswered

the openly defliuant giel, “sour bully-
frige thronts do uat felghten e iy the
lest, aned 1 oshinll o sgee that 3 in-
salting eombuyet I8 reported to the
progee Suthorities”

With thin parvilng shot the o
e ' i tutied] Hee boci
ou the riglhog potice eapiiln ol with
quiet digu i towinrd

TSRS L

wihitepithared
roemined for thot utterly

lise Nothing

rotted arm

of the Iaw hut te withdraw I'r 1
fleld of this disastrous verhinl hattle
¥ the Dosl grace he eonld tauster,
bt tlready, dn hls somvwlnt Hiled
ringee of guental netielty, he Bl des

vised 0 hotie for teapplug the
wlugive mi nlder, whose Lmmedl-
atie cupiure he was more geimly de
térmitied upon than ever.

o his surpelse Muargery  Golden
promplly and stopdfostly rebellsd ot
the piert which he had chosen for her
o pluy o the consummation of thid
schime, which sovored oo certiln
desror of unscrupulous trickery. It
wns only by faunlog the smoldering
lenilousy of the sorely teied girl that
i.r- was ot lnst able to wrlng from hee

 PULATER T

g relgctunt consent to do his bldiling.
Wl chnnees L won't lenve
that good-lookin Il for a minote,

avien thoueh he thinks yon are in Ter-
pible donger,” hnd been s argnment,

which finully carrled the doy. Fear-
thut his hesitating  eonfederite
wight exercise her B prerogn

voof suddenly ehanging her mimd,
strutegist  Immedintely pat

|

-

the

a Couple of Kilkenny Cats."

repellont lwhreikers left thele eover
when thoe thicher wies ngaln ovenpled

by . slealthily mov flrure,

The  pnewvon diing to ovors |
Hoegr {he conversut] et weaen Jules
Legnr nnd Dl ik, wore (hat

fmitine and devistve sk of yellow,

“Its o trap W get onr  mnskesd |
friend down to Wharton's  qm o |
whore the hnneh |8 walting te gu
bl In," snld  Laognr. |

ST hven't ot sy love for that med-

Hi anw the authoritative offleer mo-
o s e Jocted glel Hito thie hiding
ploce, nmld gs with appoacent reluet-
poee she obeyed this mote glgnal the
fron-eltiwml gpy deow bnek from the
clifManige and redoined his eompoolon,
who was waiting by the automohile,

“They're down  there;,  all elehe™
Legar suviagely oxulted, it response
to  the questioning look of Dulch
Frank. “and whon Iow out the
glde of thnt oY they are golng to
get ertishied ko rots Io g trap””

“Then we cun eronk thot bunech
vEr yon're dy: govipor,” an-
1 the blond gumoan, with the
red lust of murder Lo his evas, *1 bad

wir

I e dispiiting 108 presigo,

L wlghit ar the

Ieghwiny, resolptely faced the oneom=

o nutomol With a sudden grinds

fnge of 4 Ahe  sorprisod :lnlll
highly Ineensed ddelsor of  that  car
Broneht It fto o Jurring stop within
n fow it feet of the determined

mingy at the  sfvering  whi

o nigle o
fgure e quic

eaght

face of that Iy flshed

Aun the |

Ing the | ihe

Bl the ol will fall—=hupry—hucey—
1 Gonl's nnme—hurey

Mis words and mnnner earrled In-
stant and fenks eotiviotion, and
that stnrtled group about him, madly
plunging for snfety, borely  reeached
the hidlhiway when n denfening, vover-
herating rone splie the olt and rocked
vory  ground  under thelr  feet.
For n moment the Httle group stood

unifer the seat and produced o bea¥y g spolibonnd sllenes, gripped by the
[

wrench.,
*You enan’t pull this hold-up stof®
on me anid get awny with IR hie

growlind nngrily,

" not holding you up' came the |
quiek ponewer, “hal Tep o gab to |
thee stone quurrey down the rond and |
wot there In' o hueey,  It's o mwntter of |
fife nud denth' 1"

“T don'l I for that bunk,” the |
detvpr Potorted shorply: Yot there |
1 you wont to, hut not In this eoe”

The Latghing Musk reallasd every

dling mnsker, but this is too gomd w | Seeond f # onnd that the |
chianee 1o miss Pyeo got some hegys | 01her obstinntoly Belleved hlm n Wlgh-
ter peores than Wis to settle, and dghl | Was 18 s |
now Is the time o do i | ‘Porbhops this will help persopde |
With cold ehil of npprebonsion wou tol chonge your amind™ he erfed
the Loughing  Mask rememberod  he us heddrew o black sutomntie snd
tind no methog] of 1 1 the iy | EPFANE upon the running bonrd of the
fant quUATTS it by foat, and long nutomobile.  Tlirmsting the muzzle of
lsfatn N I hopo o reich NWiw | the revolver agninst the startled man,
Besthuntion e would have Nt | e pinned out s toned that prechided
waplie thiie o edres oit s flendish | fiethor mnent, “Now deive Hke Hig
i, Byt anvthing wis borgep | U0el fon Wharton's quarey or Tl empe
thotte this  maddening  Inpetion, aml ¥ this g lato yan "
withoueh realiziog the fatiity of his There was no dsputing that Insists
course e roeel frantienlly the + ently proddieg revolver, and the onre
Propd . tneoneh the dost olouds gl Bhot forward na the overdawed drlver
by the Waek automobile, fust disape- rofliied e Desperate duan In the
pebting I the distanoe, winsk tneant business, Tt would  be
Phnt swiftly  wondng  eonepsanee ot o matter of & few moments he-
besnrtue Farene ol dils vals AT thnt 2oMwnylng enr coys
Pyt 28 P E o e the oo dstnnee, hut oven
rinil sned shiortly aftorwand e I thnt bedef lapee of e Jnlos Logur
i i ) & of i might sucviiad In corrying ot hils ters
Wl ry. As rible plan of revende,  For oot that |
pocred over the wdpe of the perpen instant thee searred Loutlaw  Khicked |
dleylor T, from whicl gront blocka sinrply on the siigglog door of ”"'\
of stune lind lien shonred nway by Wotchten's shinty with Lix ran hook,
powerful pxplosives, an ovil amile of While Duteh Frink slipped  out of |
trinmphe distoarted. his seaefurrowed dght hehiind one side of the roughly- i
fure, For Jast L th him were thi hanrded straciure, = ure canie ””"
figures of the portly polies daptnlt mod sound of shufling feet ond thon th"|
two of hls men crouching beliind Ttodinn pristis the door and |
ponderous upright  slnh of granlte. sload; inturrogs blinking at his |
S £ 0 it from tie othors | StRIStET ealler. l
the salier-fnoed dnughter of his “T'm on my way hack to Ill\\‘ll,"!
Long hiitod dhems, Fosndd dnon simeoth volee, *and

wehow | ogot awitelesd o the mndn |
rontl T thoneht moyhe you could set |
me stealght,”

As the obliging and umlmn-r-rlmrl

foreigner udsaneetl n few steps be-
yond the shelter of hig doarway in
order 1o ant the praper dipee-
tioan Inel by Ineh thers erepit ap be-
hind him n sovage-faced  gnngster,
Botidy potsed und rendy (o sirike a

hinek ek, Buddon-
Iy that Bidgeon descended with ters
eltle tmpoet on the watchman's skl
sending Wim honvily to o the ground,
where he Iny Inert and motionless,

Ax Datel Fronk stood with o crnel
amlle w1 ving the resmlt of his
bundiwork Legar stepped over the

suddenness of thot mighty convuls
slon, nnd ghaken by thelr own near
approneh to desth, Then ns the filne
dust elowds accompansing the chootle
epheaval grodunlly sctiled It enme to
sefttered sonse of the ungratofal
pollee enptoln thpt the much-woanted
Toatghing Muosl wie standing eloge he-
wido Bim,  WIith o quick movement he
elatohisd the wrist of that elusive fugl-
five In his strong stubby Angers.

“Tvo gor von this time” he yelled
out In trivmphant tones.

But instend  of Iving to thie
Cnewhint  prompturs  statement  the
masked prigoner wmade n qulek fnd

dextoran® teipplng movemant with his
font, nt the sume thne giving  his
reddsfneml enptor p violent shove. that
womt Nl Todier sprnwling on his
buek, Then he darted Into the quorey,
thrending his wiuy amid the gréat plles
uff roelt, with the podles eaptiln, who
o now pecovered  his egutiibreinm,
nid the twe detoctlves In Tull ery ot
Iils Hools,
- - L] - - - L]

Murgerr Golden hreathlessly awnlt-
o the onteome of thnt ehnse, for shoe
reallgd that If this wtnn, who had
Just sived her from i terrible denth,
wne .-upnrr.«l she wonlil ho TS0
sible In trge mensure. The munning
fizures wore logt to sleht, bint pres-
ently the Loughineg Muask hiroke from
the cover of o groat rectangalyr rock
nidd, dnshing pest her o the appostte
el of the rend, threge himself face
Honwn el NI the sholtering
Barshies, The next moment Iilg paesuers
emerged from behind the rock and
eI pounding  towanred  Margery
Golden.,

fWhich way did he go? the gnsp-
fng poliee officer damnndad of the girl
who held the fate of the Loughing
Musk In her hanile.  After an nlimost
Imperceptiiie hesitition, she polnted
allently towdtl the bend of the roml.
indly hnd  the detectives, {ealllng
this foke seent at top spesd, disipe
pered] aronnd the turn than there
slippedl out of the boshes o masked
hearing evident traces of ex-
hanstion, Slowly he approached the
girl, Into whose eyes erept o look of
stern pepronch,  Taking her hand he
ritlend 11 tenderly to his lps,

“Won't yon try to bellove In me
fust o Nitle white lopger? he asked

o low, pleadlng tone.

hen without walting for hor an-
gwor he rellnquished that soft, white
hund and ean up the rond In the op-
posite direction from that tnken by
his pursuees,

(TO BE CONTINUED.)




