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 SYNOPSIS

John Carter, who has been t
fwice to Mars, returns to surth and leaves
~the story of his ndventures with his neph-
~aw, then goes sgnin to Mars,

Cartor nids o Martlan warrlor fighting a
bordo of plant men, He discovers in the
warrior an old friend, Tars Tarkas,

Carter and Tarkas escaps”thalr enemica
by entering a hollow tree and making
thelr way to & cliff cave above,

They explors the cave, and through a
t door enter m mysterious chamber,
volces threaten them,

Thy engege In desperate fighting with
therns, peopls who inhubit that sectlon,
.and meet an imprisoned mald, Thuvia,

Bhe talla of her captivity, shoots & thern
and Carter disgulses himself In the thern's
. @armaents,

Carter plans an escaps from the mys-
torfous place. Thuvia leads the way to
~atill other chambers.,

The therns nre attacked by an aerlal
feot of Bluck Pirates, and during the bat-
tle Carter, Tarkas, Thuvia and a young
male prisoner, Carthoris, escape In an alr-
ship.

Cartor discovers that Carthoris {s his
son by his Martian wife, Delah Thoris,
u@ princess. A fleet from Hellum, Carter's
principality, meets his alrship.

Carter Is mccused of blasphemy by Zat
Arras, governor of Hellum during Carter's

«absence.
by powerful friends,

‘Curter is escorted to his palace, He |

tearna that Dejah Thorls I8 held a prisoner
by the Black Piratea

Carter and hls friends assemble a huge
alr flest and fy to the rescue of Dejah
Thorls.

A tenrful asrinl battle takes place. Car-
tor s nlso attacked by an nir flest under
Zat Arras, who Is defeated,

Carter attempls to reach Dejuh Thoris
by subterranean passages, which are sud-
denly flovded, and great difficulties are
encountered,

Carter finds Dejah Thorls in a chamber,
hides her and plunges agaln In the battle.

“Tarkas charges and the battle 1s won.

Dejah Thorls has been taken from her
hiding place by Issus, Goddess of the
Black Plrates, and imprisoned in a revolv-
ing chumber. Carter cannot rescue her

‘and I8 borne away almost unconscious by

his men.

Boisaihs

“You are my prisoner, Zat Arrasl” |
. eried.

enemy to draw him a8 Tapldly as pos-
aible townrd a ship of his beredllary
feemen und by caveful mancuvering to
force the two to engage, thus leaving
himsell free to withdraw.

This stratagem worked to perfection,
and Just before the sun went down 1
had the satisfaction of seelng all that
was left of my once mighty fleet i;nt}b
ered nonrly twenty miles southwest of
the still terrific battle between the
blacks and whites.

Our plan now was to attempt to
make a combined assault npon lssus
at dawn of the following duy.

Tars Tarkns, with his green war-
rlors, and Hor Vastus, with the red
men, gulded by Xodar, were to land
within the gnrdens of lssus or the
surrounding plains, while Carthoris,
Kantos Kan and 1 were to lead our
smuller force from the sen of Omenn
tlirough the pits beneath the temple,
which Carthorls knew so well.

1 now learned for the first time the
cnuse of my ten ships' retreat from
the mouth of the shaft. It seemed
that when they bad come upon the
ghaft the navy of the Black Plrates
were nlready 1ssuing from its mouth.

Fully twenty vessels bad emerged,
and, though they gave battle {mmedi-
ately In an effort to gtem the tide that
rolled from the black pit, the odds
azainst them were too great, and they
were forced to flee.

With great caution we approuched
the shaft under cover of darkness. At
a distance of several miles 1 eaused
the fleet to be halted, angd from there

Carter is condemned, but saved |

- aad
Carthiorls “went ‘ahead @lona “Upon &
one man flier to reconnolter.

In perhaps half an hour he returned
to report that there was no sign of a
patrol boat or of the enemy In any
form, and so we moved swiftly and
nolselessly forward once more toward
Omean.

At the mouth of the shaft leading to
Omean we stopped sgaln for & mo-
ment for all the vessels to reach thelr
previously appointed stations; then
with the flagship I dropped quickly
into the black depths, while one by
one the other vessels followed me In
quick successlon.

We hnd declded to stake all on the
chance that we would be able to reach
the temple of Issus by the subterra-
nean woay, and so we left no guard of
vessels at the shaft's mouth. Nor
would it have profited us any to have
done go, for we did not have sufficient
force nll told to have withstood the
vast navy of the Black Plrates had
they returned to engage us,

upon  Omean we ™ depénded

f Iargely upon the very boldness
i of It, belleving that it would
be some little tlme Lefore the Black
Plrates on guard there would reallze
that It waes an ¢nemy and not thelr
i own returning fleet that was entering
the vault of the burled sea.

And such proved to be the case. In
| fact, 400 of my fleet of GO0 rested safe
! Iy upon the hosom of Omean before a
| shot was fired.

The battle was short and hot, but
there could bave Leen but one out
come, for the Black Pirates in the
carelessness of fancled security had
left but a handful of anclent and ob-
soleta hulks to guard thelr mighty bar-
bor. ;

It was at Carthorls’ suggestion that
we landed our prisoners nnder guard
upon a couple of the larger 14lands and
then towed the ships of the Black Pi-
rates to the shaft, where we managed
to wedge a number of them securely
in the interior of the great well

Then we turned on the buoyancy
rays in the balance of them and let
them rise by themselves further to
block the passage to Omean as they
came In cuntnct with the vessels al-
ready lodged there.

We now felt that it would be some
time at least before the returning
Blnck Pirates could reach the surface
of Omenn and that we wounld bave
ample opportunity to make for the
subterranean pasgages which led to
Iesus,

As Carthorls nlone knew the hidden
ways of the tunnels we could not di-
vide the party and attack the temple
at severnl polnts at once, ay would
have been most desirable, and so it
was decided that he lend us all as
quickly ag he could to n point as near
the temple's center ng possihle.

As we were aliout to leave the pool
and enter the corrlidors an officer called
my nttentlon to the waters upon which
the submarine flonted. At first they
seemed to he merely agltated as from
the movement of some great body be-
neath the surfoce, and 1 at once con-
Jectured that another submarine was
rislng to the surface In pursult of us.
But presently It became apparent that
the level of the waters was rising not
with extreme rapldity, but very surely,
and that soon they wonld overflow the
sldes of the pool and submerge the
floor of the chnmber.

For n moment 1 did not fully grasp
the terrible lmport of the slowly rising
witers, It wns Carthorls who real
lzed the fnll meaning of the thing—Its
cause and the renson for it

“Haste!" be cried, “If we delay we
all are lost. The pumps of Omean
have been gtopped. They wonld drown
us Hke rats In a trap. We must reach
the upper levels of the pits In advance
of the floodd or we sball never reach
them. Come." ,

“Lead the way, Carthorts,” 1 erled.
“We shall follow."

At my commind the youth lenped
into one of the corridors, and o col-
vmns of twos, and in good order, the
gsollllers followed him, eaclh company
entering the corvldor only at the com-
mand of Its dwar, or enpialn.

[ was the last to leave the chamber
of the submarine, and as 1 followed
the rear of the colomn toward the cor-
ridor I moved through water to my
Knees,

The corridor, too, wans flooded to the
game depth, for lts door was on a level
with the floor of the chamber from
which it led, nor was there any per-
ceptible rise for muny yards,

The march of the troops through
the corridor was as rapld as was con-
slstent with the number of men that
moved through R0 DATTOW A passage,
bug 1t was not ample to permit ug to

CHAPTER XV.
Between Flood and Flames,
OR the safety of our entrance

1}

guln appreciably on the pursulug tide

Long ere the last of the columu could
hope to reach the upper pits which lay
nbove the danger polnt, 1 wus con.
vineed that the waters wonld surge
after us In overwhelming volume and
that fully half the expedition would
be snuffed out.

As I cast about for some means of
saving as mapy as possible of the
doomed men | saw a diverging corrl-
dor which seemed to rise at a steep
angle at my right,

Ralsing my volee to its utmost, 1
shouted my commands to the dwars
ahead of me.

“Call back the last twenty-five
utans," I ghiouted. “Here seems a Way
of escape, Turn back and follow me,"

*“Hslp, John Carterl
catingl™

We are suffo-

My crders were obeyed by nearer
thirty utans, so that some 3,000 men
came about and bastened Into the
teeth of the flood to reach the corrl
dor up which 1 directed them,

As the fdrst dwar passed In with
his utan 1 cautioned him to listen
closely for my commands and under
no clreumstances to venture into the
open or leave the pits for the temple
proper untll 1 should have come up
with him “or you know thuat I died
before 1 could reach you."

The officer saluted and left me. The
men filed rapldly past me and entered
the diverging corrldor which I hoped
would lead to safety,

The water rose breast high, Men
stumbled, fioundered and went down.
Many I grasped and set upon thelr
feet agaln, but slone the work was
greater than 1 could cope with, 8ol-
dlers were belng swept beneath the
bolling torrent never to rise.

At length the dwar of the tenth
utun took & stand beside me, He was
a vilorous soldler, Gur Tus by name,
and together we kept the mow thor-
oughly frightencd troops In the sem-
blance of order and rescued many that
would have drowned otherwlse.

Djor Kantos, son of Kantos Kan,
and a padwar of the fifth utan, jolned
us when hig utan resched the opening
through whidh the men were fleelng.
Thereafter not a man was lost of all
the bundreds that remalned to pass
from the maln corrldor to the branch.

As the Ilngt utnu was Aling past ua
the waters had risen until they surged
about our necks. but we clasped hands
and stood our ground unti] the last
man had passed to the comparative
safely of the new passageway. IHere
we found an immedlate and steep as-
cent, 80 that within a hundred yards
we bad reaclied a polnt above the
waters.

For a few minutes we continued rap-
dly up the steep grade, which I hoped
would soon bring us quickly to the up-
per pits that led Into the temple of
Issus, But I was to meet with a cruel

Alsappoiutment.

Suddenly I beard a ery of “Flre!"
far ahead, followed almost at once by
cries of terror and the lond commands
of dwars and padwars, who were evl
dently attempting to direct thelr men
awny from some grave danger, At
Ingt the report eame hack to us:

“They have fired the plts ahead!™

“We are hemmed In
front and food behind!"

“Help, John Carter!
eating!"

Bock mpou vs nt the rear swept a
wave of dense smoke that sent us
stumbling and blinded Into a choking
retreat.

There was naught to do other than
geek a new avenne of eseape. The fire
and smoke were to be fenred a thou.
sand times over the water, nnd so 1
selzed upon the first galiery which led
out of and up from the snffoeating
smoke that was engulfing us,

Agaln 1 gtood to one slde while the
soldlers hastened throwgh on the new
wany, Bome 2,000 must have passed
at o rapid eun when the gtream conged,
but T was not sure that nll had been
rescied who bhad pot passed the polot
of orlgin of the flames, and Bo to as-
sure myself that no poor devll was
left behind to dig n horrible death un.
succored [ ran quickly up the gallery

We are suffo-

in the direction of the flames, which I
could now see burning with a dall glow
far abend,

It was hot and stifling work, but at
Inst I reached m point where the fire 1t
up the corrldor sufliciently for me to
gee that no soldler of Helinm lay bee
tween me and the conflugrution. What
was In It or upon the far side 1 could

not know, nor could any mnn have

passed through that seethiog bell of
chemlenls and lived to learn.

Having satlsfied my sense of duty, 1
turned and ean rapldly bLack to the
corrldor through which my men had
passed. To my horror,. however, 1

found that my retrent in this direction |

bad been blocked, Across the mouth
of the corridor stood a massive steel
grating that had evidently Leen low-
ered from its resting plnce above for
tho purpese of effectually cutting off
my escape.

by fames In |

A thousand times 1 berated myself
for belng drawn into such o trap as I
might bave known these pits ensily
could be. Now 1 saw that it would
have been much better to have kept
our force intnet and made a concerted
attnck upon the temple from the val-
ley side, trusting to chance and our
great fighting abliity to have over-
whelmed the Black Plrates and com-
pelled the safe delivery of Dejah Tho-
ris to me.

The smoke from the fire was forclng
me farther and farther back down the
corridor toward the waters which |
could bear surging through the dark-
ness,

With my men had gone the lust
torch. Nor was this corrldor lighted
by the radiance of phosplhorescent rock
A8 were those of the lower levels. It
was this fuct 'tlut assured me that 1
wig mot far from the upper pits which
lio directly beneath the tample.

Floally 1 felt the lapping waters
about my feet. The smoke was thick
belifnid me. My suffering was intense.

There seemed but one thing to do!
and that to choose the easler death
which confronted me, and so I moved
on down the corridor until the cold
waters of Omean closed about me and
[ awam on through utter blackness to-
ward—what?

The instinet of self preservation la
strong even when one, unafraid and In
the possession of lis highest reason- |
Ing faculties; knows that death—posl-
tive and upalterable—lles just ahead. |

Bo I awam slowly on, waiting for
my head to touch the top of the cor-
ridor, which would mean tbhat I had
reached the lmit of my flight and the
polnt where I must slnk forever to an
unmnurked grave.

To my surprise I ran agulust a blank
wall before 1 reached a point where
the waters came to the roof of the cor-
ridor. Could T be mlistaken? [ felt
rounid. No; I had come (o the main
corridor, and still there was u breath-
Ing spnce between the surface of the
water und the rocky celllug above.

Then T turned up the maln corridor
in the directlon that Carthoris and the
hend of the colummn had passed n halt
bour before, On and on | swam, my
heart growing lghter at every stroke,
for T knew that 1 wuas approaching
the polnt where there would be no
chance that the waters ahead could be
deeper than they were about me.

A few more strokes brought me to
a point where my feet touched the
floor; and soon thereafter I wns above
the water level entirely and racing llke
mad along the corrldor, searching for
tha first doorway that would lead me
to Issus.

If 1 could not have Dejah Thorls
agaln 1 wae et least determined to
avence ber death, nor would any lfe
satisly me other than that of the fend
Incarnate who was the ciause of such
fmmeasurable suffering upon Barsoom,

Sooner than 1 had expected | came
to what appeared to me to be a sud-
den exit Into the temple above, It
waa at theé right slde of the corridor,
wlhich ran on probably to other en-
trunces to the plle above.

Without walting to be again discov-
erod and thwarted, I ran quickly up
the short, steep Iocllne and pushed
open the doorway at its end.

The portal swung slowly In, and be-
fore It counld be slamuned agalpst me I
sprang Into the chamber beyond.

Though not yet dawn, the room was
brilllantly lighted. Its mole occupant
lay prone upon & low couch at the far-
ther side, apparently In sleep,

Cantlously I approached the recum-
bent fgure on nolseless feet. Closer
and clogser I enme to it, but I had
crossed but lttle more than balr the |
clinmber when the figure stirred and, |
as 1 sprang, rose und faced me.

At first an expresslon of torror over-
apread the fentures of the womnn who
confronted me, then startled lneredol.
Ity, hope, thunkszlving.

My henrt pounded within my breast
| ns I ndvanced toward her. Tears came
to my eyes,

The words that wonld have poured
forth in a perfect torrent choked in my
thront ns T opened my arms and took |
Into them once more the woman 1]
loved=DeJah Thovls, princess of Hell-
nm.

CHAPTER XV
Victory and Defeat.

L OHN CARTER! John Car-
J ter!” she soblbed, with her

dear hend upon my shounlder,

“Even now 1 ean searee be.
lleve the wltness of my own eyes
When the girl, Thuvin, told me that
you had returned to Barscom 1 llisten-
ed, but 1 conld not understand, for it
seemidd that suclh happloess would be
:Ilurln?.'-‘lh'e for one who had suffered
l| g0 In silent loneliness for all these long
|

venrs! At last. when @ redlized that it
was truth and then came to know the
[ awful place fn which | was held pris.
L oper, 1 learned to doubt thet even you
Ceonld rench me here
“Asg the doys possed and moon after
;nmnn went by without bringing ever

| the falntest rumor of you, 1 resigmed
| myself to my fate. Auid now that you
have come scarce can 1 bhelleve it

“For an hour 1 lave heard the
sounds of confllet within the palace, 1
knew not what they meant, but 1 liave
| hoped agalpst hope that It might be
the men «of Hellum, bepded by my
prinee, ‘

“And tell me—what of Carthorls, our !
son '

“He was with me less than an hour
sines, Dejuh Thorls” 1 rfeplied, “1t
must bave been he whose men yon
have heard battling within the pre
clncets of the temple,

“Where 15 Issus?' | agked suddenly,

Dejah Thorls shrugged her shoul

| dera, |
] L}

“SBhe sent me under gunrd to this
‘runm Just before the fighting began
Lwithin the temple walls, She gald that

| stood . waverloz
Urlors, while beyond them and forcing

she would séhd Tor me lIater. ' Blie
seemed very angry and somewhat fear-
ful, Never have I geen her act in 8o
uncertaln and almost terrified a man-
ner,

“Now I know that It must huve been
because she had learned that John Car-
ter, prince of Hellum, was approach.
fng to demand an accountlng of her
for the imprisonment of his prin.
conn,"

The sounds of conflict, the clash of
armi, the shoutlng and the hurrylng
of many feet came to us from varlous
parts of the temple. I knew that 1
was needed there, but I dared not
leave Dejah Thorls, nor dared I take
her with me Into the turmoll and dan-
g¢r of battle,

At last I bethought me of the pits
from which I bad just emerged, Why
not secrete bher there until 1 could re-
turn and fetch her away in safety and
forever from this awful place? I ex-
plained my plan to ber. 1

For & moment she clung to me.

“l cannot bear to be parted from
you now even for a moment, John Car.
ter,” she sald, “I shudder at the
thought of being slone agnln where
that terrible creature might discover
me, You do not know ber,

“None can {magine her feroclous
eruelty who has not witnessed her
dally mcta for over half a year. It
has taken me nearly all this time to
reallze even the things that I have
#een with my own eyes."

“I ghall not leave you, then, my
princess,” I replled,

8he was sllent for a moment; then

ahe drew my face to hers and kissed
me.
“Go, John Carter," she sald. “Our
pon is there and thoe soldlers of Hellum,
fighting for the Princess of Hellum.
Where they are you should be,

"I must pot think of myself now,

but of them and of my husband's duty,
I may not stand in the way of that
Hide me in the plts and go'
I led her to tho door through which
1 had entered the chamber from be-
low. There I pressed ber dear form to
me, and then, though it tore my beart
to do it and filled me ounly with the
blackest shadows of terrible forebod-
Ing, I gulded her across the threshold,
klaged her once agaln and closed the
door upon her.

Without hesltating longer I hurried
from the chawmber in the direction of
the greatest tumnlt. BScarce halft a
dozen chambers had I,traversed before
1 came upon the theater of a flerce
struggle.

The Lincks were massel at the en-
trance to a grent chnmber, where they
were nttempting to block the further
progress of a bhody of red men toward
the inner sacred precincts of the tem-
ple.

As 1 struck the first blow I erled
aloud, “For Hellum!" And then I
rained cut after cut uwpon the sur
| prised warriors, while the reds with-
out took heart nt the sound of my
volce and with shouts of “John Carter!
John Carter!" redoubled thelr efforts
80 effectually that before the blacks

*| shall not leave you, then, my prin-
cesn,” | repliod.

could recover from thelr tompornry de-
moralization thelr ranks were broken
and the red mwen had burst Into the
chamber,

Five hundred wen fought there that
day, the black maon ngainst the red.
No miun nsked quarter or gnve It, As
though by common consent they fought
ns though to determine once nnd for
all thelr right to lve In accordance
with the Inw of the survivil of the
fittest.

1 think we all knew that upon the
otuteome of this battle would hinge for.
ever the relative positions of these two
rices upon Barsoom, It wus n battlo
between the old and the new, but not
for once did 1 guestion the ontcome
of jt.

With Carthoris at my shle 1 fought
for the red men of Barsoom nd from
thelr totnl emunclpation from the
throttllng bondnge of a hileous super
stitlon, Suddenly a slght wet wy goze
which sent o wave of exultation over
ma.

“Look!" I cried.
Plrates, look!"

For ay Instunt the fighting censed,
and with one necand every oye turned
In the direction I hud Indieated, and

“Men of the Black

| the wlght they saw way one no man of |

the Black Pirutes bad ever lmagined
could be,

Across the gardens, from side to slde,
ling of blnck war-

them ever buck was n great horde of

greon warrlors astride thele mighty
thoats, And ay we watehed one flercer
and more grimly tercible thin hls fel-
lows rode forward from the rear, and
as le came he shouted some flerce

command to his terrible leglon,

It was Tars Tarkas, Jeddak of
Thark, and as he couched his great
forty foot metal shod lance we saw
his warrlors do kewlse. Then It was

| that we Interpreted his command,

-

“Twenty yirds now separated the
green men from the black line, An-r
other word from the great Thark, and
with & wild and terrifylng battleery
the green warriors charged.

For a moment the black lne held,
but only for a moment; then the fear
some boasts that bore equally terrible
riders passed completely through it
Aftor them came utan upon utan of
red men. The green horde broke tof
surround the temple. The red mem
charged for the interior, and then we}
turned to continue our Interrupted bat-
tle, but our foes had vanished.

My first thought was of Dejah The
ris, Calllng to Carthoris that I had
found his mother, I started on a rom
toward the chamber where 1 had left
her, with my boy close beslde ma
After us came those of our little foree |
who had survived the bloody confiiet.
The moment 1 entered the room 1
saw that some one had been thero sincef
T had left. A sllk lay upon the floor. |
It had not been there before. .
There were nlso § dagger and sev-}
eral metal ornaments strewn about, as).
though torn from thelr wearer in &l
struggle; but, worst of all, the doorF
way leading to the plts where I had}
hidden my princess was ajar.

With a hound T was before it and,
thrusting it open, rushed within, De-}
jah Thorls had venished] I called her
name aloud sgaln and again, but there
wns no response. [ think in that in-
stant I hovered upon the wverge of in-
sanity, I do not recall what I sald er
daid, but T know that for an Instant 1
was selzed with the rage of & maniae
“Issun!” 1 cried. “Issus! Where la}
Issus? Search the templo for her, but
let no man harm her bot John Carter!
Carthorls, where are the apartments
of Tusus?"

“This way!" erled the boy, and with.
ount walting to know that I hail heard
him he dashed off at breakneck speed
farthor into the bowela of the temple.
An fast us he went, however, 1 was
still beslde him, wrging him on to
greater specd.

At Inat we came to a great carved
door, and through this Carthorls dash:
ed a foot mhead of me. Within we
came upon such a acene as.1 had wit-
nesged within the temple once before
—the throne of Yssus, surrounded by
reclining slaves and about it the rnnnﬂ
of soldiery. i

We did not even give the men a
chance to draw, so quickly were we
upon them. With a aingle cut 1 struck
down two in the front rank. And then
by the mere weight and momentum of
my body 1 rushed throngh the two re-
malning ranks and sprang upon thef
dals beside the carved morapus throne.

Issus, a black, repulslve creatore,
with nothing godlike about her, gquat-
ting there in terror, attempted to es-
cape me and leaped into a trap bebind
her, But I was not to be outwitted
by any such palisy subterfuge,

Before she had half risen I had
grasped her by the arm, and then as 1
stw the guard starting to make a con-}
certed rush upon me from all sides 1
whipped out my dagger and, holding
it close to that vile breast, ordered
them to halt.

“Mack!" I ecrled to them, *Hack!
The first black foot that ls planted
upon thls platform sends my dagger|
futo Issus' heart."

For nn fnstant they hesltated. Then
an officer ordered thom back, while
from the outer corrldor there swept
Into the throne room at the heels of
my litle party of survivors a foll
thousand red men under Kuntog Kan
and Hor Vastuy,

“Where 18 Dejah Thorla? I cried
to the thing within my hands,

For a moment her eyes roved wildly

about the scene beneath ber, I think
that It took a moment for the true
condltion to make any impression upon
her—shoe could not at frst renllzo that
the temple bhad fallen before the as-
snult of men of the outer world.
When she did there must have come,
too, a terrible realizatlon of what it
meant to her—the loss of power, bho-
millution, the exposure of the fraud
and lmposture which she had for so
1 long played upon her own people,

There wad Just one thing needed to
complete the reality of the pleture she
was seclng, and that was added by the
highest noble of her realm—the high
priest of her religlon—the prime min.
Ister of her government.,

“lgsus, goddess of death and of life
eternal,” he erled, “rise in the might |
of they righteous wrath and with one
single wave of thy omnlpotent bond
strike dead the blasphemers! Let not
ONe esen e,

“lagus, thy people depend upon thee.

Daughter of the lesser moon, thow
only art all poweoful.  Thou only
cunst save thy people. I am dooe

We awalt thy will. Strike!"

And then it was thot she went mad
A acreaming, glhbering manine writh
ed In my graxp. It bit and clnwed and
gerntehed In lmpotent fury, And then
It batighed n woelnd and terrible laugh.

ter thut froze the blocd,
T And the thiug Jumped at them
and gnashed its teeth,
Flunlly 1 shook the thing, hoping tof
recall it for a moment to entionality.
“Where I8 Dejnh Thorls™ 1 cried,
The awful creature In my grasp
mumbled Inarticulutely for g moment,
then o sudden gleam of cunning shot
| into those hideous, close set eyes.
“Dejah Thoris? Dejah Thorls?"* and
then  that  shelll, unearthly  Inugh
i plerced our ears once more, “Yes, De
! Jah Thorts, T know. And Thuvia also,
{ They cach love John Carter, Ha-nbh—
but it is droll

CHAPTER XVI.
The Burning Templa
HE slave girls upon the dnh[
glirleked wnd cowered  away,

(Concluded Next Week.)




