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SYNOPSIS

John Carter, who has been transiated
Iwice to Mars, returns to earth and leaves
the story of hia adventures with his nephe
ow, then goes agnin to Mars

Carter alds & Martian warrior fightiog &
dorde of plant men. He dlscovers in the
warrior an old friend, Tars Tarkas

Carter and Tarkas sscape their enemles

antering s hollow tree and making
Wy (o a cliff cave above

Thay explore ths cave, and through a
st door enter u myasteridus cltm.aam.
volces threaten them.

‘Thy enguge In desperats fighting with
therna, people who inhabit that section,
and moet an imprisoned mald, Thuvia

Bhe talls of her captivity, shoots a them
and Carter disgulses himsslf in the thern's
garmants,

Carter plans nn escaps from the mys-
terious place. Thuvia Jeads the way lo
wtill other chambera

The fhersin are attacked by an aerinl
fleot of Black Plrates, nnd during the bat-
tle Carter, Torkas, Thuvin and a young
male prisoner, Carthoris, escofo in an air-

Cartor dlmeovers that Corthorla {s his
son by his Martlan wife, Dejah Thorls
& princess, A fleot from Hellum, Corter's
principality, meots his airship,

Chrter 18 accused of bingphemy by Zat
Arran, governor of Hellum during Carter's
abponce, Carter 1s condemned, but saved
by powarful friends

“Carter la escorted to his palace,  Te
Jenvns thnt Defaly Thoris s held o prisoner
by the Hinek Plratos

Carter and his friends nesembilo o huge
alr fleet and fiy to the redcus of Dejuh
Thorls

A fearful norinl batile taken pluce. Car-
ter s also attncked Ly an ale doot under
Zat Arran, who is defoated.

Together we Thin fo the gardens, but

even though we scoured the grounds
with the entire gunrd for hours no
trace could wo Ml of the plght ma-
rauder,

“What do you make of it, Kuntos |
Enn?* nsked Tars Torkas,

“A spy sent by Yot Arvras' he re
plied. "It was ever his way."”

“He will have something {nteresting
to report to his mnster, then,” lnughed |
Hor Vastus,

“1 hope he heard only our referonces
to a new jeddesc” 1 sald. “If he over-
heard our plans to rescue Dejalh Thorls

I Took m Solemn Vow to Reach, Rescus
and Revenge My Princess,

it will mean elvll war, for be will at-
tempt to thwart us, aod In that 1 will
oot be thwarted. There would 1 turn
agaiust Tardos Mors himself wers It
neCessary,

“If 1t throws all Heliom into =
bloody conflict 1 shall go on with these
plans to save my princess. Nothing
shall stay me now short of death, and
ahould I dle, wy friends, will you take
oath to prosecute the senrch for her
and bring her back In safety to her
grandfather's conrt ¥

Upon the hilt of Lls sword each of
them swore to do ax 1 had asked

It was agreed that the battleships
that were to be remodeled shonlil bhe
erdered to IHastor. another Hellumetie
city, far to the southwest. Kontos
Ean thought that the docks there, In
addition to thele repukr work, would
accommodate at lenst «lx battleships nt
a tme,

As he was commander in ehlef of the
navy, It would he a shople motter for
bim to order the vessels there ns they
conld be handled and theresfter keop
the remodeled Aeet In remote parts of
the empire nntl) we shionld be ready to
assemble 1t for the dash ypon Omean,

It was late that nlght before onr con.
ference broke upn Lot each mian there
hand his particular duties outiined, and
the detalta of the entire plan had been
mnpped ont.

Kantos Knn was Lo attend to the re-
modellng of the ships, Tars Turkos
was to get Into communiention with
Thark and Yoarn the sentiments of his
people townrd hifs vretirn from Dor.

1f favorable, he was to repalr limme-
Qately to Thark and devote his time
to the asgembling of o great horde of

green warriors whom it was our plan
to send in transporis directly to the
valley Dor and the temple of Issus
while the fleet entered Omean and de-
stroyed the vessels of the Biack Pi-
rates.

Upon Hor Vastus devoived the del-
jcate misslon of organising a secret
force of fighting men sworn to follow
John Carter wherever he might lead.

As wo estimated that it would re-
quire over a willlon wen to man the
thousund great Lattleslips we Intend-
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Nothing Shall Stay Me Now Short of
Doath.

ed (o use on Omenn aud the teansportsg
for the groen men as well ag the ships
that wers to convoy the transports it
was no triilkag job that Hor Vastus
hnd Lefore hin.

After they had left 1 bd Carthorls
good night. for I wos vory tlred, and,
golng to my own apnriments, bothed
wrd tay down upon my steeping silks
] Loy for the dest good night’s sleep
1 had had an opportiunlty to look for-
warill to slnee T had rotorned o Bur-
#0011,

- - - - - - -

Hlx months later Kantos Kon, Tars
Turkas, ITor Vastus, Carthorig nnd my-
selt met quletly in a room fu my pal-
ace, and I questioned them regurding
the prepurations for the rescune of
Dejnh Thorls,

"It lins been even more difcnlt than
we had expected,” aald Kantos Kan,
“The fact that we were compelled to
malntnin utter sccrecy has handicap-
ped us terribly, Zot Arrns' sples are
everywhere. Yet, to the best of my
knowledge, no word of our real plans
bas reached the villnin's enr.

“Tonight there lles about the great
docks at Huostor n fleet of a thousand
of the mightlest battleships that ever
silled nbove Darsoom and each equip-
ped to navigate the alr to Omenn and
the waters of Omenn ligelf.  Upon
each battleship there are five ten-man
critsers nnd ten five-man scouts and
a hundred oneaunn ®eouts, in all 116.-
000 eraft fitted with both air and wa-
ter propeilers.

YAt Thnrk He the trangports for the
green wartlors of Tars Torkas, 000
Inrge troopehips, and with them thetr
convoys, Seven days ago oll was in
rendiness, but we writed in the hope
thnt by so dolng the rescue of Defah
Thorls migiht be attempted at a time
when the Black Pleates could be taken
at a disadvautnge”

“Iow Is It, Tura Tarkes," I nsked,
“that the men of Thark take not the
accustomed action agninst one who re-
turns from the bhosom of Iss?"

“Phey sent a counetl of Aty chipf-
talns to talk with me here,” replied
the Thark. “We are a Just people,
and when I had told them the entire
#tory they were o one man in agree
ing that tholr action toward me should
be guided by the action of IHellum
toward John Carter.

“In the meantime at thelr request 1
was o resume my throne as jeddok
of Thark that T might negotinte with
nelghboring  hordes for warrlos  to
compose thoe land forees of the exped).
tlon, 1 have done that which T ngreed.

“Twa hondred and Afty thousand
fighting men guihored from the fee cap
at the north to the lee onp nt the south
and, reprosenting a thonsand Aifferent
comunities from n hondnsd wild and
warlike hotdes, (1 the great elty of
Thark tonlght, They nre veady to sall
for the land of the Black Plrates when
I give the word and Nght there until §
bid them stop,

“All they ns=k Is the loot ther talie
and transportatlon to thelr own terri
torles when the fighting and the looting
fare over, | am dope®

"And thow, Hor Vastus," 1
“whnt has heon thy suceess?

“A miifon veteran fighting men from
Helium's thin waterways man the bat.
tleships, the teansports and the con.
vors” he replled. “Ench s sworn to
loynlts and socrecy, nor wore enongh
recrulted from s single distriet to canse
suspleton.”

"Good!l T ered, “Eachihas done his

asked,
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duty, and now, Kuntos Kan, may we
not repalr at once to Hastor and get
under way before tomorrow's sun

“We should lose no time. prince
replied Kantos Kan, “Already the peo-
ple of Hasgtor are questioning the pur-
pose of so great & fleet fully manned
with fighting men. I wonder much
that word of it has not before reached
Zat Arras. A crulser awalts above at
your own dock. Let us leave at'"—

A fusillade of shots from the palace
gardens just without cut short his fur-
ther words. .

Together we rushed to the balcony
In time to s2¢ a dozen members of my
palace guard disappear in the shadows
of some dlstant shrubbery as in pur
suit of one who fled. Directly beneath
us upon the scarlet award a handful of
guardsmen were stooping above a still
and prostrate form,

While we watched they lifted the fig-
ure in thelr arms and at my command
bore it to the audlence chamber whero
weslifd been In councll, Then they
stretched the body at out feet we saw
that it was that of & red man in the
prime of life. His metal was plain,
such as common soldiers wear or those
who have a motive to conceal their
identity. -

YAnother of Zat Arras' aples,” sald
Hor Vastos,

“Bo It would seem,” 1 replied, and
then to the guard, “You may remove
the body."”

“Walt!" paid Xodar. “If you will,
prince, ask that a cloth snd a lttle

‘thoat oll be brought."

T nodded to one of the soldlers, who
Jeft the chamber, returning presently
with the things that Xodar bad re-
quested. The hlack knelt beside the
body and, dipping a corner of the cloth
in the thoat oll, rubbed for A moment
on the dend face before hlm,

Then he turned to me with a smile,
polnting to his work. [ looked and
saw Lhnt where Xodar had applled
the thoat oll the face was white—as
white ns mine—and then Xodar selzed
the black halre of the corpge and with
a sudden wrench tore It all away, re-
venllng n halrless pate beneath.

Guardsmon amd nobiles pressed close
aliout the sllent witnegs vpon the mar-
ble floor. Many were the exelnma-
tlons of astonishimont and questioning
wonder ss Xodar's acts confirmed the
suspleion which be lind held all the
tine.

YA thern!” whilsperod Tars Tarkos,

“Worse than that, [ fonr," replied
Xodar. “DBut let us see”

With thnt he drew hilg dageer and
cut open o locked pouch whileh bnd
dungled from the thern's harness, and
from It be bronght forth a circlet of
golil set with o large gem. [t was the
mate to that which 1 had taken from
Buator Throg.

“He was a holy thern,” sald Xodar,
“Fortunite, Indecd, It 1s for us that be
il not esenpe.”

The oMeor of the gunrd entered the
chinmber at this juuciure.

“My prinee.” he sald. "1 have to re-
port that this fellow’s companion es-
caped us, 1 think that It was with the
connlyance of one or more of the men
at the gate, [ have ondered them all
under arrest."

Zodar handed him the thoat ol and
cloth.

“With thls you may discover the spy
among you," he suld,

I at once ordered & secret search
within the clty, for every Martlan no-
ble mnintains a s,rret service of his
own,

A half hour later the officer of the
guard came to the chamber agaln to
report.  This thme it was to confirm
our worst fears—half the guards st the
gate that nlght had been therns dls-
gnulsed as red men,

“Come!” 1 erled. “We must lose no
time. On to Hastor st once! Should
the therns attempt to check us at the
southeru verge of the ifce cap it may
result in the wrecking of all our plans
and the total destruction of the expe-
ditlon.”

Ten minutes later we were speeding
through the nlght toward Hastor, pre-
pared to strike the first blow for the
preservation of Dejrh Thorls

Two hours after leaving my palace
in Hellum, or about midnlght, Kantos
Kan and 1 ardved at Hastor. Carthio-
ris, Tars Tarkas and ITor Vastus had
gone directly to Thark upon snother
erulser,

The transports were (o get under
way lmmediately and move slowly

*A thern!" whispared Taras Tarkas

south, The fleet of battleships would
overtake them on the morning of the
second day,

At Hastor we found all in readiness,

and so perfectly had Kantos Kan plan-
ned every detall of the campalgn that
within ten minutes of our arrival the
first of the fleet had soared aloft from
its dock, And thereafter, at the rate
of one a second, the great ships foated
gracefully out Into the night to form
a long, thin loe which stretched for
miles toward the south.

The expedition conld yet do much
besides resculng Dejah Thorls If it
conld hut teach the people of Barsoom
the facts of the cruel deception that
had been worked upon them for count-
less nges and thus save thousands each

them at the conclusion of the voluntary
pligrimage. -

If it could open to the red men the
falr valley Dor it would bayve accom-
plished much, and In the land of loat
souls, between the mountains of Otz
and the ice barrier, were many broad
acres that needed no irrigation to bear
rich harvests.

Hers at the bottom of a dying world
was the only naturally productive area
upon Its surface, Here alone were
dews and rains; here alone was an
open sea; here was water in plenty—
and all this was but the stamplng
ground of flerce brutes, and from (ts
beauteous and fertllo expanse the
wicked remnants of two once mighty
races barred all the other milllons of
Barsoom.

Could I but succeed In once breaking
'down the barrlér of® religious superstl-
tion which had kept the red races from
this El Dorado it would be a fitting
memorial to the immortal virtues of
my princess—I should have again serv-
od Barsvom, and Dejuh Thorls' martyr-
dom would not have been in vain,

On the morning of the second day
we rulsed the great fleet of transports
and thelr consorts at the first flood of
dawn and soon were near enough to
exchange signals,

I may mentlon here that radio-aero-
grams nre seldom I ever used In wiae-
time or for the transmlssion of secret
dispatches at any time, for as often ns
one natlon discovers a new elpher or
invents a new Instrument for wireless
purposes its nelghbors bend every of-
fort until they are able to lntercept and
triansinte the messnEes,

Por g0 longz o tbne has this gone on
[ that practically every possibility of
wireless eommunleation had been ex
huusted, and no natlon daves transmit
diapatehies of hmportanee in this way,

Tars Tarkns reported all well with
| the trunsports.  The battleships passod
through to take an mdvanced position,

year from the horrid fate that awaited |
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(ufention (6 be disfracted from tho
maln {ssue of the campalgn, but we
must settle this attack with the therns
once and fer all or there wlill be no
peace for us while our fleet remaing
pear Dar, and our chances of ever re
torning to the outer world will be
greatly minimized."
| Kantos Kan saluted and turned to
dellver my Instructions to bis walting
aldes. In an Incredibly short space of
time the formatlon of the battleships
| changed In accordance with my com-
' mands, the ten that were to guard the
hn,v to Omean were speeding toward
their destination, and the troop ships
' and convoys werg closing up in prepa-
ration for the spurt through the lane.
The order full speed ahead was glr-

en, the fleet sprang through the alr
' like coursing greybounds, and In an-
| other moment the ships of the enemy
were in full view. They formed a
ragged line as far as the eye could
reach in elther direction and about
threo ships deep.

B " CHAPTER XIV.

The Alr Battle
sudden was vur onslaught that
they had no time to prepare
for it. It was as unexpected
ag lightning from a clear sky.

Every phase of my plan worked
splendidly. Our huge ships mowed
thelr way entirely through the llne of
thern battle craft; then the V opened
up and a broad lane appeared, through
which the transports leaped toward the
temples of the therns, which could now
be seen glistenlng in the sunlight.

By the time the therns bad rallled
from the attack 100,000 green warriors
were alrendy pouring through thelr
courts and gardens, while 150,000 oth-
erd leaned from low swinging trans-
ports to direct thelr almost uncanny
marksmanship upon the thern soldiery
that manned the ramparts or attempt-
ed to defend the temples.

Now the two great fieets closed in &
titanie struggle far above the Aendish
din of battle In the gorgeous gardens
of the therus. Slowly the two lines of

and the eombined floets moved slowly |

over the leo cnp, hogging the surfaee
| elogely  to prevent detection by the
therns whose land we woere appronch-
ing.
For In advanee of o1l a thin line of
one wan ale scouts protected us from
| surprise. and on either slde they flnnk-
| o ng, while n smaller number brought
up the rear some twenty miles behind
the transports,

In this formation we had progressed
townard the entrance 1o Omenn for sev-
eral hours when one of our scouts re
turned from the front to report that
| the conelike summit of the entrance
| was in slght. At olmest the snme in-
stant another scout from the left lunk
came rocing toward the Angship.

His very speed bespoke the lmpor-
tance of hils information, Kantos Kan
and I awaited him upon the lttle for-
ward deck which corresponds with the
bridge of enrthily battleships. Searce-
Iy hind hils tiny fller come to rest upon
the broad landing deck of the fagship
ere he was bounding up the stalrway
to the deck where wo stood.

“A great fleet of battleships sonth-
southenst, my prince!” hecrled. “There
must he seversl thousnnds of them.
and they are bearing down directly
upon us.”

“The thern sples were not in the
palace of John Carter for nothing,”
sald Kantos Kan to me. *“Your or
ders, prince."
| *Dispateh ten battleships to guard
the entrance to Omenn, with erders to
let no hostlle vessel enter or leave
the shaft. Thnt will bhottle up the
great fleet of the Dlack Plrates.”

“Form the bnlnnee of the battieships
Into & great V, with the apex pointing
directly south-southeast.  Order the
transports, surrounded by thelr con
voys, to follow c¢losely in the wake of
the battleships until the point of the
¥ has entered the enemy’s lne; then
the V must open outward at the apex,
the battleships of each leg engage the
enemy flercely, and drive him back to
form a lano through his llne into

great fleet of battleships south-
southeast, my prince!™ he cried.

la
I

1
'_‘- which the transports. with thelr eon-

vors, must race af top speed that they
may galn a pesition above the temples
and gardens of the thorns

“Hern 1ot them land and teach the
holy therus such a lesson In feroctous
warfare as they will uot forget for
copntless ages. 1L had not Dbeen my

| =

G Menedyg
Now the Two Great Fleets Closed In a
Titanic Struggle.

Helium's battleships joined thelr ends,
and then commenced the elrellng with-
In the line of the encmy which 1y so
marked a chnracteristie of Barsoomlan
unval warfare.

Round and round in ench other's
1 tracks moved the ships under Kantos
Kan untll at length they formed near-
Iy a perfect circle, By this time they
were moving at high speed, o that
they presented a difficult target for
the enemy.

Brondside after broadside they dellv-
ered as each vessel came In line with
the aﬁ!ps of the therns. Tho latter at-
tempted to rush in and break up the
formatlon, but It was like stopping a
buzzsaw with n bare hand,

From my position on the deck beside
Eantos Kan 1 saw ship after ship of
the enemy take the awful, slekening
dlve which proclnlms its total destrue.
tlon. Slowly we maneuvered our clrele
of death until we hung above the gar-
dens, where our green warriors were
cngaged.

The order was passed down for them
to embark, Then they rose slowly toa
position within the center of the clr-
cle,

In the meantime the therns' fire had
practically eceased. They had had
enough of ug and were only too glad to
let us go on our way In peace,

But our escape wag not to be encom-
passed with such ease, for scarcely had
we got under way once more in the di-
rectlon of the entrance to Omean than
we saw, far to the north, a great black
line topping the horizon, It could be
nothing other than a fleet of war,

Whese or whither bound we could
not even conjecture. When they hnd
come close enough to make us out at
all Kantos Kan's operator recelved n
radio-acrogram, which he Immedintely
handed to my companion. He read the
thing and handed it to me:

Kantos Kan—Surrender In the name of
tha Jeddak of Hellum, for you cannot es-
enpe. ZAT ARRAS,

The therns must have canght and
translated the message nlmost &8 soon
ns did we, for they Immedintely re-
newel hostiiitles when they reallzed
that we were Soon to be set upon by
other enemles,

Before Zat Arrns had approached
pear enough to fire o shot we were
agaln hotly engajed with the thern
[ fleet, and as =oon ns he drew uedr he,
| ton, commenced to pour a terrlfic fusil.
i lade of heavy shot into us, Ship after
ship resled and staggered into useless-
ness benenth the pitiless fire that we
were undergolng,

The thing conld not Iast much longer.
I ordered the transports to (Jescend
again futo the gardens of the therns,

most,” was my message to the green
allles, “for by night there will be none
left to avenge your wrongs."

Presently I saw the ten battleships
that bad been ordered to hold the

shaft of Omenn. They wero returning

“Wreak your vengeance to the m-f

af full speed, OrDE thefrstern Daf
teries almost continuously.

There could be but one explanation.
They were belng pursued by another
hostile fleet. Well, the situation could
be no worse The expedition already
was doomed.

No man that had embarked upen RF
wounld return across that dreary ice
cap. How I wished that 1 might face
Zat Arras with my long sword for Jnd‘
an instant before 1 dled! It was he
who had caused our fallure,

As 1 watched the oncoming ten 1
saw thelr pursuers race swiftly into
gight. It was another great fleet. F

but finally I was forced to admit ?\l
the most fatal calamity had overtaken
dbe expedition, for the fleet I saw W
none other than the fleet of the Black|
Plrates that should have been 50 safe
Iy bottled up in Omean,

What a series of misfortunes and
disasters! What awful fate hovered
over me thnt T.should have been so
tarribly thwarted at every angle of
my search for my loat love! Could it
be possible that the curse of Issus was
upon me; that there was, indeed, some
malign divinity in that hideous car

a moment I could not belleve my eyes,| |

cans?

I would not belleve it, and, throwing
back my shoulders, I ran to the deck
below to joln my men in repelling
boarders from one of the thern craft
that had grappled us broadside. Inm
the wild lust of band to band comba
‘my old hopefulness returned, and as
thern after thern went down beneath
my blade I could almost feel that we
ghould win success in the end even
from apparent fallure.

My presence among the men 80
greatly inspirited them that they fell
upon the luckless whites with such
feroclty that within a few moments
we had turned the.tables upon them,
and a second later as we swiarmed
thelr own decks 1 had the satisfaction
of seelng thelr commander take the
long leap from the bows of his vessel
o token of surrender and defleat.

Then I Joined Kantos Kan, He had
been watching whnt had thken place
on the deck below, nnd it secmed to
have given him a new thought. Imme.
dintely he passed an order to one of
his officors, und presently the colors|
of the Prince of [Mellum broke from
every polnt of the flagship.

A great cheer arose from the men
of our own ship, o clieer thait was tak-
en up by every ollier vessel of our ex-
podition ns they o turn broke my
eolors from thelr upper works,

Then Kantos Kuan sprang hils coup,
A signnl legille to every sailor of all
the Aects engnged Inothat Qeree sbroge
gle wasg strung aloft upon the fagship,

“Men of Hellum' for the IPrince of
Hellum agalonst all big enemies,” it
rend.

resently my colorg broke from one
of Zat Arras' ships; then from another
nnd another. On some wo could see
flerce buttles wuglng between thie Zo-
dangan soldlery nnd the Ilellumetic
crews, but eventunlly the eolors of the
Prionco of Hellum floated nbove every
ghip that had followed Zat Arras upon
our trall. Only his Ougship flew them
not.

Zot Arras had brought 5000 ships
The sky was blnck with the three enor.
mous fleets, It was Hellum against
the field now, and the fight had set-
tled to countless Individunl duels,
There could be little or no maneuver
ing of fleets In that crowded, fire split
sky.

Zat Arras' flagshlp was close to my
own. I conld see the thin features of
the man from whers I stood.

His Zodangan crew was pouring
brondslde after broadelde Into us, and
we were returning thelr fire with equal
ferocity. Closer and closer came the
two vessels untll but a few yards In-
tervened. Grapplers and hoarders lined
the contlguous ralls of ench. We were
preparing for the death struggle with
our hated enemy.

There was but a yard Letween the
two mighty ships ns the first grappling
Irons were hurled, I roshed to the
deck to be with my men as they board.
ed. Just as the vessels came together
with a slight shock 1 foreed my way
through the lines and was the tirst to
apring to the deck of Zut Arras' ghip.

After me poured a velling, cheerlng,
cursing throng of Hellum's best fight-
fng men, Nothing could withstand
them In the fever of battle lust which
enthralled them.

Down went the Zodangans before
that surging tide of war, and as my
men cleared the lower decks 1 sprang
to the forward deck where stood Zat
Arras.

“"You are my prisoner, Zat Arras!"
I cried. "Yield and you sghall have
quarter.”

For a moment I could not tell wheth.
er he contemplated acceding to my de-
mand or facing me with deawn sword
For an fnstant he stood hesltating, and
then, throwing down his arms, he turn-
ed and rushed to the opposite side of
the deck, Before I could overtnke him
he had sprung to the rall and hurled

himzelt headforemost Into the awfal
depths below.

Thus went Zat Arrns, jed of Zodan-
gn, to his end,

On and on went that strange battle
The therns and blacks had not combin.
ed aguninst us. Wherever thern ship
met ship of the Bluck Plrates was a
battie royal. and in this I thought 1
saw  our salvation, Wherever mes
snges could be passed between ns that
could not be intercepted by our ene
mies 1 passed the word that all our
vessels were to withdraw from the
fight as rapldly as possible, taking a
position to the west and south of the
combatants, I also sent an alr scout
to the fightlng green men in the gar
dens below to re-cmbark and to the

transports to joln us, !
| My commanders were further ine
| structed that when engaged with am
(Continued mext woek.)
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