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SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION

BY C. H, FINN

(Written for Observer by Request) '

One of the best examples of the
symbolical and parabolic nature of
Bibical language iz found in the Di-
vine commission, which reads: “Go
ye into all the World and preach the
Gr:§pe] to every creature, He that
believeth and is baptized shall be
saved. And theye signs shall follow
them that believe: In my NAME
shall they cast out devils; they shall
speak with new tongues; they shall

take up serpents; and if they drink !

any deadly thing it shall not hurt
them, they shall lay hands on the sick
:E;i they shall recover.” (Mark XVI-

The ocension of this remarkable
command was that the erucified and
risen Savior appeared to His Diseciples
and announced His withdrawal from
their natural presence, and He bade
them to continue the great work
which He hegan in the World, It
is quite remarkable that many elergy
men of the erthodox faith should claim
and rely upon this commandment as
their absolute authority for their min-
istry, while invariably discrediting
that part which is the veritable evi-
dence of the Divinity of ther work:
the signs which the true Dbelievers
must possess and exhibit upon their
nctual conversion to the Christian
faith. Yet the promise that these
signs must be possessed by the believ-
ers ng the testimony of their living
faith is so interwoven in the command
ftself that they are inseparable; that
without these plenary powers—all
preaching is in vain.

If it be conceded that these signs
were confined to apostolic ministra-
tions, then the Divine commission was
limited, tranzitory and ceased with the
passing of the Disciples to whom per-
sonally delivered., This view would
conclude apostolic succession, hence,
“all the World” censed with “the an-
cient days”. But, if, on the other
hand, the commandment was and is
continuous, and “all the World"” ex-
tends to the end of time and embraces
the entire human family, past, pres-
ent, and prospective, then, the same]
evidence of a valid conversion to n]
saving faith and practice must have
been actually perpetuated, so as to
embrace the living present,

In connection with this important
subject these questions naturally arise:
Where is the testimony that the prom-
ise of Jesus has been kept? Does the
thistory of the militant church fur-
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nish it? Can Christian men and wom-
en cast out devils? Can their belief
give power to speak with new
tongues? Can they take up serpents |
without harm? And would anvone be |
willing to drink any deadly poison to
show the sincerity and power of his
faith? The conclugion is inevitable
that believers in the Divine gospel
have never been able to accomnlish
these things—LITERALLY. Faith
hath no power to charm a serpent,
and poison will kill, literally, a sin-
cere Christian as surely as a pesky
infidel, Tt is true that a few iso-
lated cases are quoted in which some
of these things seem to have been
done, vet they do not fulfill the prom-
tse, which iz not limited to time or
place. Ohserve the positiveness of the
seriptural lanpunge and the univers-
ality of the apnlication—SHATLL.
The reader is therefore forced to
the conclusion that one of three things
must be true: either the promise has)
not heen kept: or Christians have not
really believed in the Gospel; or, the
nature of the promise has not heen,
and is, not understood. For, it is not |
possible that the Lord should fail to
keep His promige; it is equally true|
that multitudes have a living faith In|
the Gospel: and, the conclusion is in-
avitahle that the promise has heen and
gtill iz misunderstood, Hence. this
article insists in argument that the in-
tention of the Divine Master that
these sirns as natural signs should |
not and do not follow the belief of the|
trne eonvert, ol
Tut. the promise in question, it will
fo ohserved, is a good iNustration of
the diffienlty which even thenlogians
have always found in the' interpreta-
tion of the Bible, literally, as any hook
of human composition is interpreted:
as well n§ a bright example of the
richness, force, henuty and ;m-r.zn_rml
applieation of the maost enigrmaticnl
nasenges, when the great truth that

are spoken from a Divine and Spirit-
ual moint of view; that they were ad-
dressed by the Divine Master to man
as a spiritual being, and that all that
ts natural and temmornry is mm'nl:\'
the rourh vessel which contains their
real meaning—an arcanum of heavenly
dortrine and revelations. .

The trouble is that eoclesiastics too
ofton nssume the same view of !_qu'-n
Divine sayings ag did the Jews of the
Soriptures, when Christ enid to them:
“Except ye eat of the flesh of the Son

the Tord's wowds are spirit; that 111“.":’

of Man and drink his blond. ve have |

no life in you" They interpreted
these words literally and napa-.-uﬂ_v.
when they renlied with surprise nn‘d
contempt: “Can this man give his
flosh ta ont?? But the Master _'w.wi
win explanation” of His hard saving:
“Tha words that T apenk

thev are spirit and thay

a4 natural way and licht.

Tt mn=t he cont Mosi
tvirn of the
a knowledge of the trie natura o

(Continued on Page Six)
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