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SYNOPSIS

John Carter, who has Leen transiated

twice to Moty returin to earth ond Joaves

tha story of his ndventurcs with His nepli-
oW, thun goes agiln Lo Mura

Carter nlds o Maortlan warrlor fighting o
hordo of plant men,  He discovers in the
warrige an old frioend, Turs Tirkas

CHAPTER Il
A Forest Battle.

ARS TANKAS and 1 fouud no
tme for an exchange of ex-
perionces ai wo stood there be-
fore the grept bowlder, sur-

rounded by tho corpees of our gro-
tesquo assallonts, From all directlons
fgown the broad valley wons strenming
B8 perfect torrent of terrifyiong crea-
tures in response to the welrd call of
the strainge flgurs fur above us

“Come,"” crisd Tars Tarkos; *“wo
must make for the cliMs! Thero les
pur only hope of even temporary es-
cape. There we may ind n cave or a
parrow ledgo which rwo mny defend
forever agalnst this wotley, unarmed
horde."”

Togother wo rnced neross the senrlet
sward, I timing my speed that [ might
pnot outdlstance my slower companion.
We had perhaps 800 yards to cover be-
tween our bowlder end the clify and
then to seurch out a sultable ahelter
for our stund agailnst the terrifylog
things that were pursulng us,

They were mpldly overhaullng us
when Tars Tarkas cried to me to
hasten nhead and dlscover if posaible
the manctuary we sought, Tho sugges-
tlon was & good one, for thus mouy
valuablo minutes might be saved to ua,
and, throwlug every ounce of my enrth-
ly muscles into the effort, I cleared
the remaining dlstance between my-
#olf and the cliffs In great leaps that
put me at thelr base in a momont.

My 0rst cursory Inspection of the
faco of the cllffs Nled my henrt with
forebodings, since nowhero conld T dla-
cern, except where the welrd herald
stood stll shrieking hin shrill sume-

mons, th faintest {ndtention of oven a |

bare foothold upon the lofty cacarp-
ment,

Tara Tarkas wns approaching ma
rapldly, and stfll more rapldly came
the ‘nwful bords at hin heels,

It seemed tho foreat now or nothing,
and I waa just on the point of motion-
Ing Tars Tnarkas to follow me in that
direction when the stn passed the
cliff's zonith, and as the bright rays
touched the dull surface it burst out
Into a millfon sefutillant lghts of Lur-
nlahed gold of fNnrilng tod, of foft
groens and glonming whites—n more
gorgeous nnd inspiring epectacla hu-
man eye hnd nover rested npon,

Tho face of tho entirn ol wans, as
Inter nspection conclusivels proved, so
shot with volns and patehes of walld
guld na to present tho nppearines of
n O wall of that metal excont whern
It was brakon by onteroppings of ruhy,
pmernld and damond bowldors,

But what cunght my most interested
nttontion np the moment that the sun's
ey set the s fnee a-shilmmor wos
tho severn! Blnele spots whilch now ap-
peared guite plaloly In evidones Difgh
nerosd this porgeotis wall cloge 1o the

foredt’s top nnd oxtending appotently |

Below nod Belind the bhranelios,

Almost  fmmedintely 1 i ieed
them for what thoy wore—the dnrk
openlogs of caves ontering tho solid
wills—possilily. avonues of eseape on
tempornry sheltor cotld wao bt yonel
thean,

Ther'e witp bat o stoglo wap, and that
lod throvgh the mighty, towering troes
upon our right, That 1 eonld seale
them 1 knew full well, tut Tarm Tare-
Kan, with hiw miehity bullt and enor-
mous welght, woulddind 1t a task pos.
bly quite beyond his prowess or his
skllL

Martlang aro at best bhut poor ¢lmb-
e, Upon the enflre surfaco of that
anciont planet T hefore nevoer had seen
& Wil or monntain that exesoded 000
feet tn beleht above tho dead sen ot
toms, and as the pscent was usnxlly
grndual nearly to thele summits they
presented bt fow  opportunitlea for
tho practico of ellmbing,

ITowever, thers wns nothing olse to
copshler than an attempt to sealo the
troce contiznouns to the T In on of-
fort to reach tha caves above,

Tho Thark graspisd tho possibilittes
and the AiMenlties b the plan ot ones,
but thero was no alternative, and so
wo aet ont rapldly for tho trees near
eat the clift,

Our relentleas puUrstors wens
close to us, wo clowo that 1t weempd
that 1t would be an utter tmpossibility
for the Jeddidnk of Thark to reach the
forest in ndvance of them, Nor wna
thers any consldormblp will in the ef-
forty that Tars Tarkae made, for the
groen men of Narsoom Ao pot rellsh
fllght, nor ever before hind T seen ono
flooing from denth in whntsoever form
it might have confronted Him

AL lengtly, how

(8

now

er, wo I‘i']'.l‘hl‘_l‘ I'_Tn‘

| Bhadows ol (e forest, while right e
hind us aprang the swiftest of our pur-
sters—a gloot plant man with outs
renchilng claws to fasten bis DLlood-
sucking mouths upon us,

| He was, T should say, n hondred
Pyards in advance of hils closest com-
panfon, and g0 1 ealled to Tars Turkos
to aseend o great troe that Lrushed
|thn cliM's face while 1 dlapatelied the
fellow, thus glving the less aglle
,!T'hnrk sn apportunity to reach the
Wgher beanches bofore the entlre horde
shiould be upon us and every vestige
of sgenpo cut off.

| But I had reckoned without n Just
(appreciation elther of the cunnlng of
my immedlote antagonist or the swift.
neas with which bis fellows were coys
oring the distnnes which had separnt
ted them froty me,

As I ralsed my long sword to dem
the croature fts death thrust it halte!
in fts charge, and ss my sword cut
| harmlesaly tlirough the empty nir the
| great tall of the thing swept with the
power of a grizzly's arm ueross the
sward and carried me bodily from my
feet to thp ground,

‘ In nn lostant the brute was upon

me, but ers it could fasten ita hideous
[mouths into my breast and throat 1
[msped n writhing tentacle in efther
| hand.

The plant man was well museled,
heavy and powerful, but my slnews
and greater agility, In conjunction with
the doeathly strangle hold I had upon
him, would have glven me, 1 think, an
eventual victory hod we had time to
discuss the merits of our relative
| prowess  uninterrupted. But as we
| 8trained and struggled about the tree
| Into which Tars Tarkas was clamber-
ing I suddenly caughit n gllmpse over
the shoulder of my antagonist of the
great swarmy of pursuers that now
wern fulrly upon me,

Now at last I saw the nature of the
| other monstors who had come with the

plant men In response to the welrd
calllng of the mnan upon thoe s face.
They wero that most dreaded of Mar-
tlan  ereaturcs—grent white apes of
Barsoom.

They stand fifteen feet in helght and
walk erect upon thelr hind feot. Like
the green Martlons, they have an in-
termoedinry sot of arma midway be
tween thelr upper and Jower Hmba

Thelr eyes are very close sot, but do
not protrude, as do those of the green

We Strained and Struggled About the
Treo,

men of Maps; thelr eara are high set,
bt mers Interslly  Joeated than are
the greon men's, while thelr sgnonts
apd teeth are moch Hke those of our
Aftlenn gortiln,  Upon  thele hends
Erows nn enormons shock of bLirlstly
LT

Time and nEnln the feroclons apes
g in to clome with ns, and time
and agnin wo bent them back with our
sworda,  The gront talls of the plant
mon Inshod aliout us an thoy chnrgsd
from varlons drectlons or gprang with
tha dpiiity of grovliotinds above our
T P

but every attack
Hade In aword line
roputed for twenty yoars the Dost thnt
Mprs liad evor known, for Tate Tarkns
nnd John Carter woro untes that the
fighting mon of this wotld of war
lovist best to sheak

Rut oven the two best swords {n g
worll of fehtors cnn avall wot feop
ovop agninse overwhielming numlors of
flarce and saviee Leutes pud #o, step
by step, wo wero foridéd hack,

met a glenming
thnt had besu

lors

| tree that wo had chosen for oui as

bnso of the colossal trunk.

' Tars Tarkns was n the lend, and
sutddenly I heard o Httle cry of ex
ultatlon from him,

the tree ahout three feot In dinmeter.
“In with you, Turs Turkns!™ T erisd,

but he wonld pot go, kaylng that his

bulk wna too great for the little aper-
ture, while 1 might slip 10 enslly,

“We shnll both dle If we remaln
without, Jolin Carter. Here 18 o slizht
chiance for one of us. Take it and you
muy lve to avenge me. [t 18 useless
:for me to attempt to worm my way

fnto so smpll an opening with this
| horde of demonus besettiug us oy ol
| wldgs."
| *“Then wo shall dis togetlier, Taps
CToarkas,” 10 replled, “for T shall not
ko lrst
wlhile you get In,
stature will periilt me to slip in with
you before they ean prevent.”

We still wore fighting furlously as
we tilked In broken sentonces, pune-
tunted wirh viclous cuts and thrusts at
our swarming cnemy

At length he ylelded, for it seemped

Ing numbers of our assullnuts, who
wiere el swarming upon us from all
direetions poeross thie broad valley,

"It was ever your way, Jolin Car
ter, to think lust of your own lfe," he
#uld,” “but still more your way to
command the Hves and netlons of oth-
ers, even 1o the groatest of Jedduks
who rule upon Barsoom."

There wns o grlm smile upon his
foce as he,
them all, turned to oboy the (letates
of a creature of another world—of a
man whose stature wns less than half
his own, -

“If you full, John Carter,” he gald,
“know that the cruel and heartless
Thark, to whom you taught the mean-
ing of friendship, will come out to dle
beslde you"

“As you will, my friend.,” I replied
“But quickly now, head first, while 1
cover your retreat.’”

He hesitated n lttle at that word,
for never in his whole life of continual

strife had he before turned his back
upon aught than a dead or defeated
enemy.

As he dropped to the ground to force
his way into the treo the whols howl-
fng pnek of hideous devile hurled
themselves upon we. To right and left
few my shimmering blade, now green
with the saticky julce of n plant man,
now red with the erimson blood of &
great white ape.

And thus 1 fought as 1 never had

that I cannot reallze even now.

With the fenr that we would eseape
thom, the crentures redoubled thelr ef-
forts to pull me down, and, though the
ground about me was plled hgh with
thelr dead and dying comrndes, they
succesded nt Inst In overwhelming me,
and I went down beneath them,

But scarce had 1 fallen cre 1 felt
powerful hands grip my ankles, and in
another second I was belng denwn
within the shelter of the tree's Interlor,

IPor n wonaent It was a tug of war
between Tars Tarkas and o great plant
man  who clung tenaclonsly  to my
brenst, but presently 1 got the polnt of
my long sword beneath him o and with
a mighty thrast plerecd his vlials,

Blootys from mwany wounds, 1 lay

panting apon the groand within the
hollow af 4hia tree, while Tors Turkng
defended the opening from the furlous
mih without,

For an hour they howled nbout the
apenlng, ot after o few aliempts to

rench na they confined thelr efforts to
terrorkang shirtels pod serdmms, (o Lo
Pl prowling on the part of the great
white npes and the fonres nnd in-
describalile purring by the plint moen,
At length nll but n score, whe had

apparentiy Leon left Lo prevent our os H
| eftpey, lad dopnreted, apd one ndventure

soenind destined to resalt In o slege,
the only ouidome of whileh ¢onld e
or death by storvatlon, for even
should we Le uble to sHp out Al
dark where, In that unkuown ol lins
thg: valley, could we hopie to thurn our
stens toward possible esenpe?

As the attneks of onr enoinlos: eonsed
and our eves hecpme gocestomod o
the gemidayrkoess of the Interlor of onr
slrmnge potreat 1 ook the oppoctanity
to explore our shelter.

The tree wits Bollosw to an extont of
nbiont ity feet In dinmeter, and from
1ts fat, hoed ftoor I Judged that it lad
often bwen uged to honse others, As |

{ radsed iy exes toward s roof to note
| the hoight T saw far above me n fatnt

glow of 1lght.

There was an opening nbove, If we
ol bt redeh it wo might still hope
1o mnke the sholter of the el caves,
My eves iml now hecome giite ndidd to
the suluined Heht of the o, und
s I pursued my Investlhaation 1 pres
ently cnme upon g rough lndder ot the
fuir =il of the tive

Quiekly 1 mounted It to find that 1t

cofittiected at the topy with the lower
Of wosertes of horlaontal woodien bars
that spanned the now parrewer and
shinftiike Intertor of the troe's stom
I'heso bars wore set one nbove ¢ |

ned o
WS e ws I

three fool apare,
laddor ns fur a

alxt

gt the floor onee mope, 1
P olEchvery o e T
o that 1 exjiduore aloft us
far o8 1 coukl go n =utety, whille hn
guanted the entrance
ble atwnek,

A8 T linstoned above to explore the

HENINSE 0 (ness

strangre shaft 1 found thnt the Indder
of hortzoutul bars reached_dlways fur

cent, and thon, as eharge after elinrge
hurled its welght upon us. we gnve | grew brighter and brighter,
back aguin and again untll we had |
been foreed bhalfway round the huge

“Here 15 shelter for one nt least,
John Carter.” he eald, and, glaneing
down, I saw nn opening in the base of

Let me defend the openlng
Then my smaller

the only way in which elther of us
might be saved from the ever [nerons-

the greatest Jeddnk of

fought bLefore agalnst frightful odde

pbOYE me ad mny eyes conld Tos
as 1 ascendidl the lght from sbove |
For fully 500 feet T contlnued to]
ellmb until at length 1 renched the |
|lqn‘ll|ll‘-.' fn tho stem which admitted |
the Hghit. Tt was of about thoe samo |
diyweter as the entrance ot the foot
of the tres and opened direetly upon a |
large. flat limb, the well worn surface
|

't

| Ventured Out Upon the Limb, Then
Beat a Hasty Retront.

of which testifled to Its long contlnued
use 08 an ayenue for some creature to
aned from thls remaskable shaft,

I veutured out upon the limb, then
bont n hasty retreat for fear that 1
might be discoversd by our enemles
below and huerled to retrace my steps
to Tars Tarkas,

I soon reached hifmg and presently we
were both asconding the long ladder
townrd the opeuning above,

Turs Tarkas went In advance, and ns
I renched the st of the horlzontal
lra 1 drew the ladder up after me,
and, andlog It to hlm, e earrled It o
hundred feet fartlier nloft, where he

woh, nod | atfon of the [i;ll_ll- we hind already trav-

ersed, leading the gods kuew where,
but clenrly awny from this yalley of
ferveley.

As we advanced we found a well
proportloned tunnel cut from the solld
ollff, 1t walls rose some twenty feot
alivve the floor, which was about five
foot in width, The toof was arched.

We had no meuns of making o Ught, |
und so groped our way slowly iato the
ever Increasing darkoess, Tars Tarkas
keoplng in toneh with one wall while
I feit nlong the other, To prevent our
wanidering  Iuto  diverglug branches
and heconiing separated or 1086 {1 some |
fntrleate and  labyriothle mpze we
clasped hands,

How far woe traversed the tunnel 1o
this munner 1 do not know, hut pres-
ently we came to an obstrection which
blocked our furtlicr progress,

It meemed more Hke o partition than
a sudilen ending of the eave, for It wns
constrieted not of the mterial of the
olift, hut of something which felt like
very hard wood.

Silontly I groped over its surface
with my hands and presently was Te-
warded by the feel of the Dbutton,
whilch ng commonly denotes o' door on
Murs as (does o doorkeol) on enprth.

Gently pressing it, I had the satls-
footion of feellng the door slowly glve
before me, and In another lnstant we
waore looking into o dimly Hghted apart.
ment which, so far as we could see,
was unoecupled

Without more ado I swung the door
wile open and, followed by the huge
Thark, stepped into the chamber,

As we stood for a moment In sllence
gozing ahout the room a slight nolse
behind enused me to tuen quickly.

To my astonlshment, T saw the door
elose with o sharp click as though

woved by an unseen hond,

Ingtantly I spropg toward 1t to
wrench it open agnin, for something
in the uncanny meveident of the thing
and the almost paipable silence of the
chumber seemed to portend an ovil
hidden in this rock bound chamber,

My fingers clawed futllely nt the un-
yvidldlug portal, while my oyes soinght
In valn for a duplieate of the button
which had glven us Ingress,

And then from unseéen lps a cruel
and mocking peal of loughter rang
through the desolate pince.

For moments after thot awfol lnugh
had censed reverberating through the
room Turs Tarkns nd 1 stood In tense
and expectant slleace. Dut no forther

sound broke the stiMness, nor within
the range of our vislon did anything
move.

At length Tara Turkas laughed softly
after the manner of hls strango kind
when in the presence of the horrible or
tertifying, It is not a hysterleal lnugh,
but rather the genulne expression of
the pleasure they derlve from the things
that move carth ond men to loathing
or to tears,

I looked up at the Thuark, n smile
upon my own 1ps, for here, in truth,
was greater need for a smillog face
than a trembling chin,

“What do you mnke of It all? I
asked. “Where in the deuce am we?"

He looked at mo In surprise.

“"Where are we?' he repeated. “Do
you tell me, John Crrter, that you
know not where yon bhe

“That I nm upon Barsoom fa nll that
I can guess, and but for you and the
groat widte apes I should not even
guesy that, for the slghts I have seen
this day ure ns unlike the things of my
beloved Barsoom ng T knew {t ten long
rears ago'as they are uniike the world
of my birth, No, Turs Tarkas: I know

¥ long |

wedged 1t safely between one of the
all possible menns of ssceent for o dis
The Chamber of Mystory.

my lesser welght and greater wgllity,

ascended at n slight angle toward the

cave,

geutls on o lovael with the lodgoe nt a

mizghty, glenming face of the gorgeous

pogsibly n thonsand feet. Dut, so far

Ll waving pntliway, it swhen wae
biraneh

tinrs nnd the slile of the shaft,

In ke munner I dislodged the lower
binrs w4 1 passed them, so that we soon
hid the Interlor of the tree denudéd of
tunee of o hundred feet from thoe base,
thus precluding possible porsult and
attack from the rear.

CHAPTER IV,

TTEN we reached the opening at
the top Tars Turkng drew to
one side that T might puss ont
and Investigute, us, owing to

I was Dbetter Utted for the perllons
threading of this dizzy, hanging path-
Wiy,

The lmb upon which 1 found myself
clift, and aa I followed it I found that
It termipnted a few feet above n nor-
row ledge which protruded from the
clif"s face at the entrance to o narrow

As I approached the slightly more
slender extremity of the branch It bent
beneath my welght until, ns 1 balanced
perilously upon its outer tip, It swayed
distancee of 4 couple of feoet.

Pive hundred feet below me lny the
vivid secarlet coarpet of the valley,
Nently O/K& foor nbove towered the
ellila, X

Tl cnve thnt 1 faced was not one
of those that 1 had geen from the
ground, and which Iny much hlgher
a5 Lmilghit knew, it was as good for
onr purpose ns another, smd so T opes
turned to the tree for Tars T 1%

Together we wormed onr w
repcliad the el e we |
formd that our combinel welght so de |

|

|

- Narnks

Instantiy | Sprang Toward It to Wrench
It Open Again.

pressed the Hmb that the cave's mouth
wins now oo fur oabiove us to e
repchivd.

We ftually ngrosd that Tors Turkas
ghould return along the brancl, legv-
fug Lz lopgest lenther harness strip
with e, and that wlien the Hmb hnd
risen to n helghit that would pormit me
to enter the vave | was to do so, and
upvn Tars Tarkas' rotom 1 could then
fower the strap and baul i up to
the safety of the ledeoe.

This woe did without

goon found ourse]y
VOrge «

Fujon the
£ o dlzey v with n |

¥ #proad

5 n
l : T
i g w1 § 1 i w
| ationt: Mhar st \ ’
‘ close I L ns  the sn
Inwnis |
‘ Ruowing time 2 fromn thie trep
was W oI able, we deterinlned
| 1o explore the cove, whiel we Kiad ot-
| ety roason to biliese w Ha bt 4 ooy f!::u-*

| the woman who tanght mo to love.

not where we be
“Where have yon
opened the nifghty portals of the nt
masphera plant years ago after the
keeper had died and the onglnes st
ped amd all Barzoom was dylng that
had not nlrendy died of nsphysintlon?
“Your Lody evey was tlever foumd,
though the moen of W whole
soughit alter It for yenrs, tlow

been sinea yon

returned to your own planet—I at last
gave wity to my great yearning, snd a
montl sinee 1 started upon the jour-
uey tho end of which you have this
duy  witnessel. Do you understand
now where you are, John Carter?"

vand that was the river las, empty-
fng nto the lost sen of Korus, In the
valley Dori" 1 asked,

wihis fs the valley of Jove and peace
and rest to which every Buorsoominn
sinee time Immemorinl has longed to
pilgrimage at the end of n Ufe of hate
and streife aud bloodshied,” he replied.
wihls, John Carter, 1s—heaven."

His tone wais cold and fronleal, 1ts
bitterness but retlecting the terrible
digappointment e had suffered.  Buch
o fedrrful distlluslonment, such & binst-
Ing of lfelong hopes nnd usplrations,
stich an uprooting of old age tradition,
might have excused a vastly greater
démonsteation on  the part of the
Thark,

1 Inid my hauds upon his shoulder,

S am sorry.” 1 sald, nor did thera
seem anything clse to say.

*“Phink, Joln Carter. of the count-
logs billlons of Baiscominug who have
taken the voluntaey pllgrimage down
this ervel elver since the beghining of
tme, ondy to fall Into the feroclous
clutehies of the terrible creatures that
today nssalled us.

“There Is un ancient legend that
once @ ted man rotumed from the
Binks of the Jost sea of Koros, re
turned fromn the valley Dor, back
through the wystevious river Iss, Tha
logend has it thot he narinted a fear-
ful blusphicy of horeld brutes that In.
habited & valley of wondrous lovell
ness, bentes that pounced upon ench
Barsoominn as he terminated his pil
grimage and devoured him upon the
banks of the lost sea, where be bud

“This, John Carter, is—heaven.”
looked fo find love and peace and hap-
piness,

“But the anclents killed the blas-
phemer, as teadition has ordained that
any gliall be killed who return from
the bosom of the river of mystery.

“But now we know that it was no
blasphemy, that the legend s a true
one and that the man told only of what
he saw. What does It profit us, John
Carter, since even shoulld we eseape wo
also would be trented as Blusphemers?
We are between the willd thoat of cer
tafnty and the mad zitidar of fact. We
cun escape nefther,”

“A8 earth men sny, we are between
the devil and the deep sen, Tary Tar-
kas," I replied, nor could I help but
smile at our dilemma,

“There 18 nothing we ean do but take
things ns they come and at least have
the satisfaction of knowlng that what-
ever race or horde slays us eventunlly
will have great numbers of dead to
count.

“But nbout yourself, Joln Carter,”
he erled nt Iast. “If you have not heen
here all these years, where fndeed have
¥yon been, and how is ft that I find you
here today 7

“I Nave been GLack to earth,” T re-
plled. “For ten long carth yonrs I hnve
been prayving and hoplng for the dny
that wonld carry me once more to thls
erim okl planet of yours, for whicl,
with all Its cruel and toreilile custonis,
I feel a bond of sytnpatly sl love
even grearer thon for 4ie world that

Jodilile of Tellnns and Db gennddatigt-
ter, vour priveess, offers! such falin-
Jous rewirds that even princes of royal |
Blodad Jolnedd In the search !
“There wias it one concluston to |
reiel when all efforts to loentoe you |
had falled—that yono bad taken the
lomg, tast (40 nage down the mys.
teriotis viver Iss to awalt in the valley
Dor sipon the shores of the lost gen of |
Kortis tho Teautiful Dajaly Thoris, your |
Prineess, l
"Why you had gone none eould |
gnesd, for your princess still lived”—
“Thank heaven!” T futerropted him. |
“1 k) not ilare to ask yon, for 1 feared |
I might have heen too late (o save her, |
She was very low when I loft her o |
the roynl pavidons of Turdos Mors thnt |
long gome nlglit—so vory low that 1|
searcely oped even then to rench tha
fatasphere plant lefore her dear spielt
hud fled from me forever. And ghe
Hyes i
“She lives, John Cartpr!”
“Yon hnve not toll me
are,” 1 romindid llm.
"W are whers I expected to find
you, Jolin Carter—and another. Many
Years npo you heand the story of the
womnn who taught me tho thing that ’
green Muartians are reared to hnte—

where wa

You hmow the cruel tortures and the

nilstinga and | AWl death ber love wen for her at | tily sheank T
| t | rily wank ba

the lnguds of the beast ol Fudus, |

PRl 1 thonelt, awaited me by the |
lost §eh of Ko " I

“Yon know that it wae loft fora man |
| fromt  another  world=fop Yonurself, |

Juhn Carter—to toncell this origel Thark
what friond I wlyon, T thonught, |
v Dree valley Do,

nlsp o) t

: “Thus were the two I most loneed
- ] T ¢ h 1

or ot theend of the long pligrimgeo 1
must take some day, and so gs the

thne had el
had hopid
fo her slilo—1
believe that you had but temporneily |

el whieh Dejal Thorls

t bring you otice moro

| shivers played filohg my splue and the

“she his dlways toled to | stiffoned ang rose i, ns do thospe upen

guve me birth,
Y

For ton yenes I have been enduving
a living death of uncortaioty nod doyby

s to whether Dwefnl Thorls 1lved,
Now, for the first time in all these
Fears; nmis yors linve bogy anuswersd

and my doubt relinvied.

“Fet I ind myself, throtgh a ertel
fate, 1n the one thy spot of all Bar
soom from which there Is npparontly
no escape minl A there 1s 0t n prlce
which would put out Torever the ikt
ftickering hope whieh 1 muy ellug to of
soeing my princess neain,

“Only n barve hadf hour hefore T saw
Fou battling with the plant nibn T wag
stunding In the wmoonleht upon the
banks of a Lroad flver thnt tips the
eastern shore of eafth's most Blessed
lund, T hnve nnswersd you, wy friend.
Do you Dolleve:

“I belleve," roplied Tars Tarkas,
“though 1 cannot understand,”

As wo tallied T had leep genrehing
the Interlor of the clinmbey with my
eyes, It was perbinps 200 foot {n |NII.'.111
and half as Urowd, with whyt appeared
to be a deorway In the center of the
wall directly opposite that through
which we hnd ontered,

As Lextenlod iy Land to senreh for
the controlling bittton that ernel and
moeking lavgh raug ont onep more go
close to me this thoe that 1 Involunta-
o tihtenlng my grip
upen the Lilt of thy groat .‘:\\:lﬂ]: iz

Aml then from the far corner of the
great ehatubior o hollow yolee chantod:
"There §5 no hope, there {s no hope; the
dend return noty the dend return not:
nor I thers uny resureection. Hope
not, for there 15 no hope.*

Thouzh our eyoes lustuntly turned to-
wanl the spot from wiileh the voloe
soemied to emanate, there WS No one
In sizht, avd I must sdoit that cold

short bLnlrs 4t the base of my head

4 hound's nock when in the night his
eyes fee those uneanny things which

are hidden from the sight of man, )

(Continued next week.)

)



