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A SINKING MAY BE OVERT ACT

L ———— |

Two American Women Among The Dead

PRESIDENT WILSON FACES A NEW CRISIS

HIGH OFFICIALS BELIEVE

LACONIA IS CLEAR-CUT CASE

Official Cables Confirm Press Versions.
The Case Is Entirely in The Presi-
dent’s Hands. Most Critical Situa-
tion Since Sinking of the Lusitania.

(By Robert J, Bender, United Press Correspondent)

Washington, Feb. 27.—Following the conference be-
tween President’ Wilson and Secretary Lansing the ad-
ministration representatives declared that high officials
believed the Laconia sinking was a ‘‘clear cut case.’

It was strongly intimated that the administration con-
siders the sinking an overt act. No investigation is re-
garded necessary.

Official cables confirmed the press versions. The case
is entirely in President Wilson’s hands. It was flatly
stated that President Wilson must make the decision. The
country is facing the most critical situation since the sink-
ing of the Lusitania.

House Foreign Committee Splits

(By CARTGROAT, United Press Correspondent ) ‘
\-\-'ushihn%h:h‘;;t.. D7 —The House foreign committec

spiit over President Wilson’s request for power to pro-
tect Americans, It failed to report the Flood bill giving
the President authority.
inject amendments. The committce voted to submit the
amendments to President Wilson's eonsideration this af-
ternoon. It will reconvene at four o’clock.

The minority fonght against empowering the President
to arm American <hips earrying munitions,  The Senate
foreign committee minority raised some objection. No
decision was reached.

House Committee Chairman Flood made an appoint-
ment to meet the President, who will probably inform him
of the Laconia developments and urge the passage of the
resolution giving him full power to act.

The minority did not object to arming food ships, but

declared the passage of the resolution empowering the |

President to use other instrumentalities, “ besides armed
merchantmen  gives  President  Wilson  war-making
power.”
thinkable.”

CERMANS ARE RETREATING
10 NAKE STAND AT BAPAUME

Rear Guard and British Scouts Are
Constantly Fighting. New Fortress
As Strong as Gibraltar.

(By Willtaan Phillip Sins, United Press Correspondent)

With the British Army, Feh, 27—The German retreat
is breaking many war records. It is believed it will con-
tinue the retirement to the Arras and Combrai line, The
British are rapidly pursuing. They are steadily pressing
their advance toward Bapamme. The German reaw guards
and British seouts arve constantly fighting,

The Ctermans mounted heavy giuns on railway traeks.
They offer a &tift registance but quickly flee at the psy-
chologieal moment, Tht Germans dynamited their strong-
est defenses,

The British established a1 new line far bevond the old
Teuton first line, Tt is learned that thousands of soldiers
and ecivilians are working to prepare the German defenses
at Arras and Combria. It is veported the Germans made
Bapaume a modern Gibraltar. They plan to make their
gtrongest stand there.

The Weather. | Women's Misgionary society of the

Portland, Feb. 27.—(United Press! | Presbyterian church to & reception at
—The weather forecast: Probably the home of Mrs. E. P. Mossman to-
fair, south winds. | morrow aftarnoon to meet Mras, Tam-
e et |aree, the Alaskan native miasionary.

Reception Tomorrow. Mrs. Tamaree, is Mrs. Mossman's
La Grande pesple are invited by the | houss guest.

Several members attempted to !

Minority members said sueh an act was “‘un- |

This morning 4 cougar was reported
at John Malloy's, two miles from La
Grrande. As Mrs. Malloy reported the
matter over the phone to the chief
ehe said she could hear the animals
cries. Tho Malloys live close to Mor-
gan Lake. Government Hunter Elmer
Mires of Union with his dogs started
at 8:30 this moming for Mallov's to
kill the cougar.

‘G000 AOADS
WS THENE O
TODAYS LUNCH

ED KIDDLE EXPLAINS NEED OF
REAL HIGHWAYS TO
COMMUNITY.

aEASON'S SHC
FALL NOW MORE
HAN 84 INCHES

1F 5.5 MORE INCHES FALL THIS
WINTER WILL HOLD
RECORD,

W-

1912 1S ONLY YEAR
IN 16 NOT PASSED

But Three Nights in Three Months
Not Below Freezing—Most Days
Are Cloudy—Valley Residents Say
Drifts Are Big—Cougar Reported
at John Malloy's, Two Miles From
City—Deer Become Used to Hu-
mans in Ladd Canyon.

DR. E. E. CONKLIN OF
U.OF 0. IS A GUEST

Today's snowfall brought the total
this season to 84 inches, But one sea-
son in the past 16 surpasses: 1912,
Iwhul} there was a tp mowfnll of

9.5 Taies. With a week or two still
to live, the snow season of 1916-1917
may surpass even 1912's record.

Since December 3 there have been
but three nights that the thermometer
did not drop below the freezing point,

Valpe of Get-together Affairs Be-
“eoming Apparent to City's Busi-
ness Men—Sixty-one Are Present
Today—J. G. King Is l!lmirmuu—]
George T. Cochran, Bryan of the
Local Bar, Will Preside Next Tues-
day.

82 degrees. Those nights were Decem-
|ber 17, Junuary 6 and February b,
December 17 climbed out of the; “These luncheons ure u fine thing," |
[“freeze” column by two points, The ! said one business man as he stood in‘i
other two “skinned" over with but the lobby of the Sommer this after- |
one point to spare. Since December non after the regular Tuesday noon
1 there have been 100 cloudy days and  community-meal. He had just enten
12 elear days. “Cloudy” includes those | with 61 La Grande men and heard Ed
days whei the sun peeped for just a|Kiddle of Island City give a splendid
short time, talk on good roads, Dr. K. 8. Conk- !
| The 84 inches of snow so far this|lin, head of the department of psychol-
|season are distributed as follows: No- |n,{ry of the Univarsity of Oregon, was
{vember, one inch; December, 28 1-4 |u speaker.
inches; January, 37 1-2 inches: I"ol:ru-l J. G, King was chairman of todny's
ary (27) days, 17 3-8 inches. luncheon which ended at 1 o'clock
The snowfall the past few days has | sharp, Mr, King appointed George T.
{been: February 23, 1 inch; I'-‘chnmr_\"l'l'-.whmn as chaitman of next Tues-
24, 4 inches; February 25, 1 inch;!day’s luncheon,
February 26, 2 inches, and February| Those present who signed
127, 3-8 of an inch. [ names to the slips wefe:
|  The weather records are kept at 1hc-| J. G, King, Fd E, Kiddle, Rev. 8. M.
fire station by Chief Mackey nnd as- | Roberts, Rev. A. J. Armstrong, R
sigtants. [ Niles, Chas. H. Reynolds ,A. C. Hamp-
E. L. Larn of Hot Lake, while in the |ton, Wm. Miller, L. H. Russell, S, D
city today, eaid the snow wns worse | Crowe, R. F. Murphy, L. D. Butler,
than he had known it in the 30 years | J. W. Knowles A. W, Nelson, W. 1.
he has lived here, He suid there was | McCarthy, I, B. Currey, Mr. Andrews,
20 feet in his orchard. He said deer | R. C. Bean, 8. A, Wheatley, Pat Foley,
(8t the mouth of Ladd canyon wore be- | E. P. Mosamun, Harry Bouvy, L. Me-
|t'nmin!r very tame. They have been in | Cullough, €. J. Black, J. T. Willinm-
son, H. R, Hanna, Robert 8. Fakin,

their

the canyon so long on account of the
rigorous weather that they have be-
come uaxd to secing human beinges.

WHERE LACONIA WAS SUNK

(Continued on Page 5.)

White Cross Marks Spot where Big Liner Went
Down when Hit by Submarine’s Torpedo. Two

American Passengers Were Certainly Lost.

CONSUL FROST CONFIRMS LOSS
OF TWO AMERICAN LIVES

—

Another American, Cedric B. Ivatt,
May Be Among The Dead. Total
Loss Is Thirteen. Survivors Number
267. Ship Sank in 45 Minutes.

—— aji

(By ED L. KEEN, United Press Correspondent)

London, Feb, 27.—Consul Frost cabled that the deaths
of two American women, Mrs, Mary Hoy and Elizabeth
Hoy, Laconia passengers had been positively confirmed.

He added Cedric B. Ivatt, probably an American, had
apparently been lost.

Four other Americans were saved.

The women died of exposure in a boat after the tor-
pedoing. They were buried at sea., ;

The submarine commander approached the life boats

following the sinking and inquired concerning the cargo,
I- He did not attempt to aid survivors.

Thirteen are the total dead.

Two hundred and sixty-seven survivors landed at
Queenstown, fourteen reached Bantry.. The survivors
reported that two torpedoes hit the Laconia. Doctor
Hawke, of San Francisco, said the lights were extinguished
immediately. Admirable discipline prevailed.

The ship sank in forty-five minutes. The Germans
launched a second torpedo twenty minutes after the first.
The Laconia fired rockets and worked the wireless until

|the last. Swells twelve feet high scattered the boats.

SIX AMERICAN SAILORS BELIEVED LOST.
New York, Feb. 27.— (United Press)— The Cunard Line
officials believe six American Laconia sailors have per-
ished. Twenty-one American seamen were listed. Conswl
Frost reported fifteen saved.

EIGHT CORPSES TAKEN TO BANTRY.
Queenstown, Feb. 27.— (United Press)—Fourteen La-
conia survivors entered Bantry carrying eight corpses.
They had died from exposure in open boats. Fifteena
American negroes were in the crew. Six survivors were
taken to the hospital. One probably will die,

HOLLWE SPEAKS AND CRITIISES
BRUSQUE" RECALL OF GERARD

German Chancellor Says No Peace Will
Be Accepted Which Does Not Give A
Strong Germany. President Wilson
criticised.

——

Berlin, vin Sayville, Feh, 27.—(United Press)—Chancellor Hollweg told
the Reichstug Germuny's peace conditions were bnsod upon reparation for
all wrongs suffered and pinrantees for the existonce of # strong Germany.

He suid: “While aur soldiers stand trench fire, our death defying sub-
murines hasten through the seas,

“Home stuyers must produce cannon, ammuntion and food. Our necessity
dominates all questions, It's a fight to gain vietory.”
He said the Reichstag's vote prunting new war credits indicated Ger-

manys determination to fight until the Allies were ready for peace.
refused to make any promises, He said prediction {
unproductive,

He discussed the harred zone and sald neutrals eventunlly would thank
Germin: ablishing the freedom of the seas, He declared the Uni-
ted Stites had “brusquely broken off relations. This manner of breaking
off relations between great nations was probably unprecedented.”

Chuneellor Hollweg compnred Prosident Wilson's German attitude to his
Mexieun attitude. He dilated upon the countless “war materials the Un ted
.H'lntr]u had shipped to the Allies, He criticlzed Ambassador Gerard's abrupt
recall,

He

were preécarious and

HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS
GIVE GOOD PROGRAM

Miss Gilflorn Smith (Eleanor Wil-
iwmson), Miss Selinn Gray (Geneive
\Stoddard), Mrs. Sampson Hoyt
The following program. was K“"‘Illllil:ulys Taylor), Mrs. Mercy Browa
by mumrﬁ.--ra of tlu-lhuzh r:-rhunl elo- | (Leta Kiddle), Mrs, Crowler (Gladys
the high schoo! auditorium: | Diack), Mrs, Henderson (Helen Ran-
Vocnl sdlo, Marie Love; reading, #0m), Mrs, Lowell (Faye Mchinnis),
reading, Gladys | Miss Araminta Sharp (Amy Miller),
fifteen-minute  farce, “The | Mias Keene (Marie Love), Miss White
Business Mecting'. Caat:' (Helen Poston),

Geneive Stoddard;
Black:
Womoen's




