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NOW IS THE TIME TO BOOST FOR THE STATE CH RISTIAN ENDEAVOR CONVENTION TO BE HELD IN LA GRANDE, FEBRUARY 16, 17, 18.
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"CABINET MEETS ON CRISIS

Germany Sinks Six of The Allies’ Ships

- - - .

Washington, D. C., Feb. 2. -- The Cabinet is holding an important meeting this afternoon

to discuss the answer of President Wilson to Germany’s warning that unrestricted submar-
ine warfare will be conducted in the forbidden zones surrounding the Allies’ territory. Germany today sank six of the
Allies’ ships. Three lives are reported lost. The American liner, Philapelphla, with Americans on board, is nearing
tne forbidden zone. The Japanese situation is also growing acute. Secretary Lansing told Senator Borah today Jap-
an was displeased with the proposed Idaho anti-alien law. The Panama canal is being closely guarded. Today's
cabinet meeting is regarded as the most important since the Spanish-American war.

- - - ] - - L

ANSWER TO GERMANY
5 UNDER DISGUSSION

LANSING REFUSES TO GIVE OUT STATEMENT.
CABINET MEETING END3. SITUATION GHAUE;

Washington, Feb, 2.—(United Press)—The cabinet!
meeting adjourned after the longest session since the Lusi- .
tania sunk. President Wilson immediately went to the|
capitol to confer with Senator Stone. The members were |

very grave. |'

( By Robert Bende s, United Press Corvespondent, )
Washington, 1. The state department annonneed: |
“‘Nothing has becn ~cnt to Gernany yet.” |
It was hinted officially that a definite anuouncement |

would be fortheoming within twenty-four hours.
Fvery indication is that President Wilson is still uu—\
decided. . _ o |
The most important cabinet weeting sinee the Spanish

War started at two-thivty this afternoon. It is expected
to last until evenng.

Preceding the meeting the President conferred with
Chairman Stone, of the Senate foreign velations  com- |
mittee.

Army officials ordered extra precautions to be taken
gnarding the Panama ecanal. It was learned that the
locks have been closely watehed sinee Tuesday.

Speeial preparations were taken throughout the country
to prevent German plots.  Seeret service men ave watch-
ing possible conspiracies,

Senator Poindexter presented o bill asking dor a him- |
Jred submarines in addition to the eighteen already pro- |
vided. It provides eighty const and twenty hig sea--going
submarines and appropriates four million dollars to equip
government yards for theiv manufacture.  Thivty-one will
be built on the Pacifie coast,

The navy department this afternoon vefused to divulge
loeations of warships which were heretofore published
daily.

Lomdon, Feh, 2—(United Press)—The Admivalty an
nounced the following additional sinkings this afternoon:
British stesmer Ewonite, Spanish steamer Mgorta, Bel-1
gian steam trawler Marveell,  Total of six foday.

Germany Believes United States Will Not Declare War.
( By Cavl W, Ackerman, United Press Corvespondent.)
Berlin, Fel, 20— Few Germans helieve that America will

declare war. 'Hln'_\' think the CGermupan blockade will ]('nl'-"vI

Great Britain to aceept peace. People are unitedlyv hack-

ing the government.  All forees are co-operating,  Promi-

nent men said: “The submarine will ent the Allies” hlood

‘n'l“"'\:"':ﬁ']h.“ |

American Liner, Philadelphia Is Nearing Forbidden Zone. |
New York, Feh, 2—(United The  American
liner f':l'l;|1|1'h'-!ll';i. e romte fo Liverpool, is nearing the
barred zone. Many Americans are aboard. Captain!
Candy wirelessed that the steamer, nine handred miles
west of Fastnet at noom vesterday, was making fifteen

knots an hour. despite a hroken shalt,

[*ress

Are T.ost

Norwesian

Four Steamers Sunk And Three Lives
London. Feb, 2.—(United Press)—The

affecting sixty thousand Belgian workmen
| .

steamers Portia, Heckla, and the British steamer Raven-
bourne, were sunk by a German submarine. Three on the
Ravenbourne perished.
Vessels Cannot Leave Without Clearance Papers.
Philadelphia, Feb., 2—(United Press)—A torpedo boat
destroyer from League Island navy yavd arrived in the
Delaware viver under orders to prevent any vessels leav-
ing without clearance papers,
Massachusetts Militia Is Ready In Case of Call.
Boston, eb. 2—(United Press)—Adjutant  General
Pearson announced that the Massachusetts militia was
preparing an answer to possible eall of duty in connection
with the submarine erisis. He sent instroctions o all
state commanders to preparve their units for service.
German Ships Are Inspected In Portland.
Porvtland, Feb, 2—( United Press)—The colleetor of the
port hoarded and inspeeted the German ships Dylbelk and
Arnoldus, under orders from Washington,  He expeeted
ilso to dnspect the Kurt at Astoria,

LATE NEWS BY WIRE

House Leak Committee To Leave New York.

New York, Feb, 2—(United Press)—The House lealk
committee temporarily ends its New York work ths after-
poon. It owill meet tomorrow mornng at Washington to
hear the testimony of George A, Ellis, Jre, member of the

tatton firm, who signed the message 1 connection with

[ Secretary Lansing’s statement,

Germany Establishes Martial Law In Brussels.

The Hagne, Peb. 2—(United Press)—The exehange
telegraph learned today that Germany has decided 1o es-
tablish martial law in Bimssels.  New deportation orders
have  bheen
issnied,

i}
Forty Are Killed in Chicago Tenement Fire.

Chicago, Feh, 2.—(United Press)—Five were rescued
alive from a burmed tenement house in the crowded Ghet‘o
distriet this morning.  One woman was found under the
icyv debris among the corpses.  Forty arve believed dead.

House Passes Bill for Recalll of School Directors.

Salem, Feh, 20— cUnited Pross)—The House passed th
lddy hill providing for the recall of school director
Thirteen negative votes were east,  Smith's bill providing
that taxpayers only mav vote in school elections was seni
haclk to the edueational committee,

The Honse adopted the minority report favoring Stott's
Lill providing that the publie gerviee cotmmission regnlate
ieigation projects. Th
mne,

The Senate passed Senatop Picree’s bill preservibing the
method for submitting the propostion levying taxes in
exeess of six per cent limitation to popular vote.

Meet Tomorrow to Form
Farm Loan Association

Tomorrow 18 the dav assicrod for for information and urgine immedinte |’

the organization of Usninn county's
first 'arm Loan assoeiation. That s,
thiz will i’\.‘\[;rl'lr if the attitule and
todny's hopos of Union caunty’s jgri-
cultural and other busipeas populn-
nre continned, Farmp enllod

rday at The Observer offico arild
ut County Agriculturist Snilly te iza WY
fice 4o learn mare ahout the farm loan
ots. Letters have been received asking | tomorrow morning in the city hal’,

action in formation of an n 1tion

VW
More than enoneh men heve aly
shrnedl  the }1_-i1b:i-'r!|i ne fnr |

the oreamiztation dtarted last Satur-

Thoe meetinte in

hill was passed to the thivd read- |

ane,
There in nothing. today, that is known |
whith can prevent the perfoetinn of

enlled for 10 o'cloek

IDAHO'S ANTIALIEN LAND
LAW DISPLEAGES JAPAN

-CRETARY: LANGING 50 TELLS SENATOR
| BORA, ﬂ@'ﬁ BILL 15 WITHORAWN

| Washington, Feb, 2. ( United Press)—Secretary Lan-
|sing told Senator Borah that the proposed Idaho anti-
If:tlivn Liow **will not meet Japan’s approval.”

! Senator Borah explained the measuve
Cagaanst all aliens,

‘ The threatened diplomatie Japanese-American diffieul-
Lies nre neqarer.

wits direeted

Senator Wilbur Withdraws His Anti-Alien Land Bill.

Salem, Feb, 2—(United Pressi—=3Senator Wilbur with-
drew the anfi-alien land bill.  He said, sinee Germany
changed its submarvine poliey, he is nmwilling to impose
Forther burdens on the administration,

German Attack Fails, Dunkirk Shelled.

Pavis, Feb, 2~ (United Press)—Tt is announced that
the German attack on Lorraine failed.  Artillerying is
taking place in the Lonveemont Seetor  near Verdun.
Enemy aireraft shelleil Dunkirk and did small damage.
No casualties.

German Troops Are Massing on the Dutch Border.

Rotterdam, Feb, 2—(United  Press)—More (German
troops are reported massing this afternoon on the Duteh
border at points negre Weilen and Venebrugga, Holland s
generally apprehensive,

Germans Eject British From German Trenches.
Derling vin Sayville, Feb. 2—(United Press)—It is
Lanouneed that a counter attack ejected the Brtish from
Cierman trenches at Goedeconrt, on the Besulenconrt road,
Heveral prisoners were taken.  Seven encemy areoplanes
vers destroved, The Crown Proee capiured  twenty

PTSOTEES, I“ll\'l'l'r: are aetive,
‘Buckley Transferred;

1WINIEH‘5 W[IHB J.F. Corbett Promoted
STORM TIES UP v s e e

Made in This Division Officials-—

i Corbet! s Assistant Superintend-
Effective yestenduy were the fol-
lowing changes in la Grande divisi-n,

0O-W. R &
Buckley, nsas

company, officials: A
[ unt superintendent, te
| tunt superintendent at Port-
B lund; J. I Corbett, chief dispatcher,
to he nssistant supesintendent of the
lersilment of an engine and rotary | La Grande division with offices here;
]
]
J
{
[

A Traing Annulled This Morging—

Main Line, 12 Hours, Lo assi

n ¢ Union Junction at 7:40 this!|C. F. Reberts, night chief dispateher
be chief dispatcher. La Grande.
for ot least 12 hours, Heavy  Superintendent Bollons and Assistens

I

tiing will tie

now dEifts on the Joseph branvh will
e that

up the O-W. R, & Ni|to

n

Superintendent Corbett dre conf

»up incdefinitely,  Rableoad | upon the
hig morning said the Jogeph | chief

Bably would not be opencd | bett

man to be placed w8 nig
werator, aistant Ckief Cor
sairl today that in all probahility

a Lo Grande man would be named

eht

fo t four or five days. Al
teafna an the main and T

anch lines | night ¢hief dispateher
|‘r. e e dircontinued until further J. 1", Corbett hag beon in La Grande
| ot Number 6, easthound, was | with the O-W, R. & N, rympany most

| e it — e £ e A i e e 8

{Continwed on Page Hight.)
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