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cepts ita responsibility and grasps the
nettle firmly will the Mexican nrol-
lem down. - Until n firm and anwavec-
ing policy is followed to the end, Villa
and his followers, his kuccessors and

An educational gathering of no
small importance is the County Super-
inténdend! convention in Portland this
week.

is our popular young electrician nnd-;
his wife was one of Union counties |
popular young ladies.

Dr. Kuesenberry, one of our den-
tists, is spending his vacation in Potl-

Gireen and Ripe Olives
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A city ordinance prohibits young
boys and girls from hitching their

At any rate we have got them all
writing notes,

ready for business. I
John Desler, son of ou- former ‘gar-
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structed to put the papers on the
porch. If the cmrrier does not do
this, misses you, or neglects getting
the paper to you on time, kindly
phone the Obgerver, s this is the
enly woy we can determine whether
or not the earriers are following in-
struction. Phone Main 87 befove 7:30
o’clock and o paper will be sent you
by specinl messenger if the carrier
has missed you.
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THE CATTLE AND HORSE RAIS-
ERS' CONVENTION

La Grande is to entertain the Cattle
and Horse Raisers' convention of the
Northwest on April 24 and 25. This
is the moat important gathering in
Oregon. It is a meeting of the men
who raise livestock, who are the bone
and sinew of the state.

La Grande will honor itself in en-
tertaining this convention.

The following executive committee
has undertaken the Iabor of making
the arrangements of raising the mon-
ey and planning the program:

FRED J. HOLMES,

T. J. SCROGGIN.

G. L. LARISON,

W. M. PIERCE,

W, R. LEDBETTER,

ALBERT HUNTER.

FRED B. CURREY,

. E. STILLWELL.

J. E, REYNOLDS,

ANDREW BLOCKLAND.

W. J. TOWNLEY,

P. H. SPILLMAN.

C. It. EMAHISER.

GEORGE T. COCHRAN.

J. G. SNODGRASS, Chairman.

We know that everyone in this com-
munity will nid these gentlemen in
making the annunl gathering the suc-
eess thnt will redound to the credit of
La Grande and Union and Wallowa
counties,

The Observer will do its part.

They are to be commended for this |

nction.

The practice is dangerous to life
and limb,

It is better to ceuse the amusement
of o few who escape accident than to
have the whole city cast in mourning
over the death of seme unfortunate
¢hild.

RAILROADS PROSPEROUS

More than $1,000,000,000 net income |

from operations was made by the rail-
wnys of the country during the year
now closing. The huge total is the
peak of prosperity in railroad opera-
tions, and stands more than one-third
higher than the total of 1013, hereto-
fore the banner year, It doesn't look
ag if the eight-hour law would bank-
rupt the railronds after all,

ED Wlllﬁll'i".‘:‘t APPOINTME- e,
It is with considerable pleasure that
we read that Ed Wright, our retiving

county clerk is to be made s'-acreulry|

of the State Public Service commis-
sion, although we regret that his du-
ties will take him away from Union
county. Mr, Wright is a man of high
character and ability, an able and
competent public official, It i3 such
men as Mr. Wright who should he in
public life and his appointment will
reflect credit upon the commission.

CLERGY ON THE SIDE OF WAR
It seems strange to read the Christ-

mung day sermons of the English cler-

gy in favor of continuing the war.

Rev. G. Campbell Morgan, at West-
minster Chapel, said:

"To consent now to nny peace that
falls short of the realization of those
high ideals is to admit we were wrong
ut the first. The Christian church
must not utter n word that supgpests
there ean be such an ndmission today.
Far better defeat and death for right-
cousness than ense and quict by a
compromise with false ideals,”

Right Rev. Herbert Edward Ryle
said:

“It is our resolve, God helping us,
to overthrow military brigannge in

Europe, to rescue the liberties and |

homea of the desolnted countries, ta
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EDITORIAL COMMENT

Menace to Lumber Industry.
The greatest menace to the futore
‘of the lumber industry, however, is un- |
| doubtedly the rapid increase in the

use of substitutes for wood, The use
|of wond substitutes received its first
great impetos from a misguided con-
| servation movement, and the substi- |
tute men were not slow to make use
of the business weapon thus placed in

their hands, They pointed out that it
| wns a form of high patriotism to use
somethings else than wood for build-
I-ings. because in this wey the nation’s
lumber supply could be saved from ex-
haustion, People listened, were con-
| vinced, and turned from lumber to
| other materials with which they were
less familinr and which were move
costly. As a result, the per capita

| nffair,

Aid, gave nn informal surprise party
in honor of Mrs. Aug. White, wife of
our ¢ity recorder and judge, on Led
sixty-sixth birthday, on Friday after-
noon. Mrs, White has for & long tine
heen a member of these societies and

| all of her sister members hold a warm

plnee in their heart for her.

The reception which was given in
honor of Miss Jessie A, Butterfield
Tuesdny evening was a very enjoyable
The party, which was madc
up of boys and girls who had in past
vears heen her pupils, gathered at her
one time sister teacher's home and

Iwent for n sleigh ride. When this was

over the youngsters were given on
oyster supper which was followed by
an hour of games, then some songs
were sung, some cheers given and ev-
eryone went home happy.

Clinton Stumbaugh, of Indian Vil-
luge (8 town in the north end of the
county), came to Joseph Tuesday and
proved up on his homestead before At-

lumber consumption of the United
States has decreased materially in re- |
cent years. |
There is only one thing for the lum- |
hermen to do if they are not to be ser- 1
jously injured. They must check lhe|
use of substitutes and must convince
people all over again that lumber in
cheaper and better than other building
materinls., There is only one way to
do this, and that is by national adver-
tising on a lurge pealo, Many other in-
dustries have turned to advertising in
a similar erisis, and have not heen dis-
appointed with the results. The luinber
| men need to put the case for their pro-

torney A. M. Runells.

A. R. Bodmer, manager of the Me-
Cully Mercantile Company, made r
hurried business trip to Boise last
week,

Peter ('Sullivan of La Grande eame
Sundny, on the train, to spend the
winter with his daughter, Mrs, Frank
Bowman,

Jack Ison, popular young stockman
of the Divide, who recently married
Miss Naney Pratt, came to town Tues-
day for a short visit.

Mr. and Mrs, A, F. Sheets left Tues-
day for Gooding, Idaho, after this
they expect to go to Ontario, Ore.

[ducl. before the public, and national ad-
vertising is the only way for them to/
do it.

to do it.—FEupene Register. i

| Picked Up By
| The Stroller

. An Albany church bought their pas-
!tor an automobile for Christmas, We

[ with his brother, Fred Green,

They will visit their son and daugh-
ter.

L. 8pencer, of La Grande, arrived in
Joseph Friday for a short visit. IHe
will leave Tuesday.

Harvey Fisher made a short busi-
ness trip to La Grande last week.

Thomas Green ecame from North

! probably affect future dealings with

The City

& Bakery

Grocery

vver-stepping at least the spirit of her
pledges, and the United States pro-
ceeded to plan for her next step.

Crisis Are Numerous,

“Crises” have been numerous, The
state department, however, in accord-
inee with administration prineciples
hus sought to settle matters through
diplomney, rather than through =
break in relations, Indeed, this goy-
venment did threaten to break after
the Sussex torpedoing, if Germany
sroke her pledges, but since then the
sp rit has been to bring Germany up
short, gain a sharp, air tight defi-
vition of her pledges and then insist
t1on adherence to them,

Prospects of peace though still un-
doubtedly some months distant will

{ Uermany, and even more strongly in-
fltenee the administration®s idea of
uvoiding 2 break with Germany. ]

Germany's deportation of Belgians |
provoked n protest from this govern-
ment, but her answer gave hut little[
satisfaction, The administration p!nm;‘
tn watch this situation closely. |

German transgressions have invol-
ved American lives. In these circum-
staneces, the gencral view has been
that the cases required quick, strong

Powder, Sunday, to spend Christmas

Cora Watson, of La Grande, spent
Christmas with friends in Joseph.

Miss Rose Parent and sister, Lueile,
spent Christmas with friends in Wal-
lown.

protest.
England Hurts Our Commerce,

On the other hand, Englund's of-
fenses have involved American com-
mercial rights, not lives, These have

been the subject of objections and ne-
gotiations, but differences are still ex-
tant over England's treatment of
American mails, her blacklist and her
embargoes.  The state  department
will continue negotiating and protest-
ing against infringements of U. 8.
rights by England, though none of
these cases, the department holds, in-
volves such seriousness as to call for
n threat of a breach in relations,

Mexico has been a sore spot in di-
plomacy the past year,

Conditions beeame such that Amer-
ican  troops were sent into Mexico,
and militia to the border, following
Villa’s raid on Columbus, The state
department  found many intricate
problems with Carranza. Finally it
brought him up short with a recital
of outrages against Americans and
their property, and a definite demand
to know what he was going to do
kereafter,

The Americans aim in Mexico in
rehabiliation and peace without arms.
But the problem before the Mexican-
American Commission is still grave

| and enormous. Villa again is making

trouble, though Carranza in recent
months has shown a disposition ¢ad
zome ability to altéer drendful con-
ditions,

But with all the problems that have
spelt trouble, the idea of peace tha: /
world over has been a paramount
hope—and more lately, a pregnanc
possibility.




