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ond ik the system of appointing one |

supervisor for the entire county, who
«hnll hire subordinates for the dlffer-
#nt divisions, and lay out and direot
their work.

It i4 not too much to sy that neith: !
#r systom hns been satisfactory. The
first plan gives wide latitude to the
¢istriet supervisors, who may and may
not be qualified for the technicul work
A road building., They hold office re-!
gardless of merit once they are ap-
pointed. There is a tendency for the
men they employ to take their work
too lightly, putting in few hours'uﬁ
lnbor a day and not overexerling
themselves in those few hours, The
needful sense of direct responsibility
of worker to employer is lacking.

The other system in theory is ex-
cellent, With a man possessed of
technicu]l knowledge and experience,
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Daily, per gix months in advance $3.50
Dlﬂy: l;wr yem'-] inﬁdrlanca ..+ 37.00
y Ma

Daily, by mail per year, in ad-
Weekly Observer-Star, per yoar
e "
in advance ; $1.50

The Observer carrier boys are in-
siructed to put the papers on the
porch, If the carrier does not do
this, misses you, or neglects getting
the paper to you on time, kindly
phone the Observer, ns this is the
enly way we ean determine whether
or not the earriers are following in.
struction, Phone Main 37 before 7:5¢
o'clock and a paper will be sent you
by special messenger if the carrier
hos missed you,

Address all commumeations to THEF

8bc | displaced,

i fair and impartial mind, and plenty
of hackbone, it would seem that the
county could get full value for its road
money. But the job is so large, the
torritory is so great, that @ man
lardly can get over it often enough
to keep it going, without sulmrdinnm
| of great skill and industry, With its
defects, this system probably pro-
duees better results than the plan it

Still a third system has been sug-
gested, of dividing the county into
perhaps three districts with a paid
suporvisor over each. These super-
vigors could be hired, and not ap-
pointed. That is to say they would
e employes, to be retained as long
#& their services were satisfactory,
wnd not of ficers who could be removed
enly after the red tape of formal
charges and an investigation,

Along with these questions which
will come before the new county court
i= another, that of distribution of the
vaoney and work, A lnw hns been on
the statute books requiring that each
voadd distriet receive 70 per cent of the
rond money it paid in taxes, There
are districts—the wealthiest in  the
eounty—which never have received a
cent of road money, and for a consid-
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THRIFT |
A dime a dey saved at 5 per cent
interest would amount in 20 years to

$1200.

Here is o little table that tells the -
atory: ]
End of Inter

ath ™
INL YORT. saaiainiaias 4
2nd year .....
Ard year
4th -
5 Lol |
- 10,08 |
U716 1241 i
348,51 14,86
LR, doe . ) 40243 17.42
WY JenF v.eieen.. 450,060 2012
sAth year ...ooeve. H18.60 2206
12th Yoar .i..vssen HROO2 2592
18th year ......... 646,46 20,04
14th yenr . ...oc0.. 716528 3232
16th year .... TRI.64 35,79
16th year ......... 63,42 3938
17th year ......... 943.00 4817
18th year ........ 1,026.74 4715
19th year ........ 1,114.58 5184
20th your ......... 1,206,81 BHT3
218t year ........0 1,306,656 6024

And the place to put savings is in
the bank.

If overybody saved a little, how
much better off the world would be.

If the money were safely kept you
would not read of homes robbed for
hoarded wenlth or people loging their
money huried in tin cans,

EDITORIAL COMMENT |

Road Work,

Two general plans of doing mndi
work have been familine to Wallown
county, The first ix the old system of
road supervisors, one of whom ig ap-
pointed for ench district. The dis-
triet's share of the county rond
maoney, as determined by its propor- |
tion of taxes pnid for this purpose,
it given to the supervisor and he is
supposed to use to bulld and rmtin—|
tain ronds in the territory. The seo-

cruble time have had none of it ox-
pended near their borders. The the-
ory his been that other districts need-
ed it more, But common justice de-
munds that the man who pays a tax
should get some benefit from it; clse
how justify the tax? If the tax mon-
ey you pay I8 not to be expended for
your be' . fit, you ought nt the very
In= ve some say as to where
~xpended.

Yout The Dalles?

3 clean?
. atriotism will doubtless din-
. nearly every citizen to reply
that it is, But a little reflection may
cause doubt. And before the questior
can be intelligently answered, it i
necessary to have a definite idea ac
to what consitutes municipal clean
liness,
Dalles is na clean as it ought to be’

Utah furnishes a standard. Th
Utah state board of health hns work
ed out a system by which any com
munity may be judged. There are i
itemg to be considered. Every oni
of them has its given number o
credit points, totaling 100,

First comes sewer disposal. T
that is perfect, the city gets a credi
mark of fifteen.

Perfectly clenn stables, cleanl:
disposal of manure, ete, give anothe
fifteen points,

For garbage collection and disposal
the perfect mark is ten, Likewize with
the water supply. These four items
represent the things of supreme im

ortunce, nlthough ten points are al-
owed also for the condition of the
streets, alleys and parks.

The remnining eight items are giv-
en five points each. ey Aare san-
itation of  schoolhouses, sanitary
marketing of food, presence of flies,
sanitation of the home, general ap-
pearance of homes and barns, lawns
and flower gardens, vacant lots and
fences.

Needless to say, no town got
mark of 100 in the board of health

| about, it.

the
How are we to know if Th jstock and the majority of the nows-

Road Building in Oregon

P

The trouble with rond building in
Oregon is that we are too bap-hazard !
We do not plan far eno hl
ahead. We o a little work here and a
little there. We contrive to spend a
great deal of money and in the course
of time we bring about copsiderabla
improvement. The roads of Lane co-
unty, for instance, are much better
than they were 10 yoars ago, but the
improvement is not accomplished in
such & way ns to bring about the

most o

The Register has long contented
that in Lane county we ought te de-
termine upon a system of market
ronds that will best serve the entire
county's needs and then proceed to
concentrate our efforts as much ns
possible on these roads. They ought
to be taken out from under the super-
vigsor system and placed in the coun-
ty's hands so that local efforts could
be expended wholly on improvement
of side roads leadiryg inte these main
markets roads. Then, when the sys-
tem was finally complete, the entire
county would he wichin reach of
market centers.
These market roads ought to he well
araded, well dramed and as wul sur-
facel o5 the muney at hand will per-
mit, but above all they ought tc be 50
mainwined that the wosk done on
them each year will not be lost, The
only offective way to do ‘his is by
adoption of the patrol system,—En-
pgene Register,

Hog Raising Profitable,

We learn ineidentally that one Sa-
lem firm hag during the year just
passed done @ business of more than
$80,000 in the purchasing of hogs in
the wvalley, With the acclimating of
corn ind the assurnnce of it being n
crop that can be relied on, the raising
of hogs will become one of the lead-
ing farm industries. The farmer who
turns his erop into pork or beef is to
that extent n manufacturer, “md
makes begides the farm profit the
manufacturer’s profit also. Hog prod-
ucts will never agnin be cheap in this
country und the field -is the most
promiging one from a financial view-
point now available to the farmer.
A story is told of an Irishman in the
old country who was asked hy a vis-
itor why he did not turn the pig out

Moral Effect of the War,

La Grande, Dec. 28.—(To the Edi-

tor of The Observer)—The following |
extract from u letter received, from
an uld school master of mine, describ-
ing the moral effect of the war on
the English people, will be of inter-
est to many of your readers.
“This old country is a very changed
land, what loomed so large two and
a half years ago, on our horizon of
life, iz ussuming its proper propor-
tions, and we are well aware of our
Jrivolities and their hollowness and
unreality, We are se¢ing things from
a different standpoint, and are think-
ing much of how the coming genera-
tion of our young ones are going to
meet the problems;, which they will
have to face,

Well, 1 am sure of this, that noth-
ing but the war would have awakened
us, and that owing to the war, the
country is finding its very soul, and
learning that there is a vast reserve
of spiritual power which at present
wé have made no use of."

““The great Realities of Life have
forced themselves upon us, and we
have found out that we huve got to
‘wrestle until the thigh is out of joint,'
I trust the young gencration may be
brought up in such a way that they
will find new power given them. God
grant it may be so.

“] am an old erock now, but I of-
ten long that I had my old school-
mastering days over again, and
would see if 1 couldn't turn them to
better account.

“] have u terrible long list of dear
hoys, who have made the great sac-
rifice—82 already in my Bible: not
lost™ No, I neéver use that word.
They have given their all for us, and
they are working with us now, still
with us. They ministering on one
side of the veil, and we on the other,
in the proesence of the same Christ,
‘the ministry of the Great Unseen,”

—

The Weekly Observer and Star will give as a

el

Premium to All Subscribers paying Their Subscrip-

tions One Year in Advance a copy of ‘‘Disease of

Domestic Animals and Poultry—Their Cause, Symp-

toms and Treatment'’.

A Valuable Work—Price

$200. By Drs. C. J. Korinek, Vs. and A. W.

Korinek, Vs. and B. V. Sc., Published by The Kori-
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There is one question which sug-
fested itself to my mind on reading
the above, which iz : “Will it be
necessary for us to go through this
awful ordeal in order te find our
souls?"  Unless we repent, no powe
on earth eun save us from it.  The
parable of Dives and Lazarus, is being
enacted over here, as it was in Eu.

of the cabin and who replied: “Turn
him out, js it? Sure he is the gentle-
man who pays the rint." He was
right too, for he will not onle pay
the rent but will start an account at
the bank and make it grow—S8alem
Capital Journel.

The Mounting Price of Paper.

The federal government is continu-
ing its hearings upon the problom of
inerensing price of nawspaper

papers of the country ace represénted
either by counsel or by o reprezenta
tive of state organizations. The prob-
lem is becoming serious even for the
rich and powerfui metzopoldlun pa-
pers and the doubling o subscription
for all papers and periodicals is immi-
nent. There seems at present no oth-
er way out of the difficulty. An ef-
fort is being made to reach n measure
of relief by readjusting the methods
of distribution and that perhaps may
stave off the inevitable for a season,
hut higher prices must soon affect
the general public.

At the hearing now in progréss in
Washington before the Federnl Trade
Commission, more than ten thousand
papers are protesting and asking for
relief. The evidence showsa that the
price of newspaper, that used by the
average daily and weekly publications,
has increased $80 per ton and that
cither the price of news stock must
be reduced or an increased price must
be paid by the subscribeds, The prof-

Alits of the publishers are being almost

survey. Richfield, a town of about]|
9000 people, led the list with 78.5,]
which considering the [lmnent imper-
fect state of municipal life is  ex-
tremely creditable.
followed closely with 7256 and Ogden
with 70.5. In other words, these un-
usunlly “cleancities” are hardly three- |
fourths cloan.

Considering the Utah  standard,
how would you rate The Dalles ?

L - -

- - -

To yon aud your’'s, w
New Year’s Day—
may abide with
many davs to ¢ome.
finds you a better :

us, Make a resolnti

than voun

inf Justice
Salt Lake City|the paper combine under the anti- The iris smiled to see it there,

wholly wiped awny. Some of the
Southern representatives at the hear-

ing are asking that the Depurtment
shall begin prosecution o

trust lnws.—Pendleton Tribune,
Land Opening in January.
Boardman, Dee. 28— (Special)—The

second opening of lande under West The temple bells rang far away

rope, before the war, That parable
hns been uvsually interpreted to teack
that Dives by his selfishness an?
pleasure loving life lost his soul ir.
retrievably, like Esau, too late, he
found no place for repentance, thougk
he sought it carefully and with tears
But a closer study of the parahl
lends itself to the idea, that Dive
was finding his soul through torment
in Hades. This ordeal was so sever:
that he wished to save his brethre
from it. So Europe now, being I
torments, wishes to save us from he
fate, This calamity has fallen upn
her, because she had neglected th
things which concerned her true peec
The prophetic strains of Kipling's Re
cessional, may well voice our suppll
cations, as we look out towards (k
tnwn of the coming year:
“If drunk with sight of power, w:
loose
Wilcl’ tongues that have not The
in awe—

Such boasting as the Gentiles usa
! Or lesser breeds without the law—
| Lord God of Hosts, be with us ve',
Lest we forget—Ilest we forget!

“For henthen henrt that putz  her
trust

In reeking tube and iron shard—

All valiant dust that builds on dut,

v And guarding calls not Thee 1o

guard—

For frantic boast and foolish word,

Thy mercy on Thy people, Lori!

Amen,”

UPTON H. GIBES.

The Lotus Baby.

tA lotus blossom bloomed one day
' In sunshine and in shower:

(It changed a garden far away

i Into a fairy bower;

i The lilies swayed to meet it,
(And butterflies, all rainbow-hued,
| Came softly out to greet it.

Mr. Simms spent most of the year
i Russin. This review, written after
1]'.i.- return to Paris, is based upon
his study of conditions while in Rus-
sin. and upon information from his
Russion news sources subsegquent to
his departure.

EDITOR.

BY, WM. PHILIP SIMMS
Unted Press Staff Correspondent.

1916 will be get down as one of the
greatest yvears in her history. No per-
1od in all her nationnl development
hus heen more significant, not even

tron of the Serfs,

common people, seem to have found

Kussian students believe, will look af-
ter that.

Rusgla, in the last year, has accom-
ylighed much. She recovered from the
blow Germany dealt her in Enst Prus-
sin, Poland, and Galicia. She com-
pleted building a brand new army in
the field. She called to the colors an-
I other army, twice as big, which she
| holds in readiness for any emergency
i which the war may cause. She sent
itmups to France and to Salonika, via

Siberia and Vladivostock and another
army she sent to help Roumanin when
that country joined up with the Allies,

In the meantime she resumed the
cffensive in Galicia and completely
disrupted the Austrian armies there,
teking well over half million prison-
ers, And in Asia Minor she waged a
powerful campaign against the Turks
beyond the Caucausis.

These are tremendous accomplish-
ments when one remembers what Rus-
gin was up against in 19135, when she
hud, during her great retreat, but one
shell a day, per Dbattery, to fire
against the advancing Germans,

The Minister of War judged res-
ponsible for the bulk of the Army's
misfortunes, M. Soukoomlinoff was
arrested in the spring of 1016 and
placed in the Peter and Paul prison on

the 'Sixties which marked the libern-
[iring 1916 the Russian people, the
themselves and their place in the

Empire, Their position may nov yet
be very clearly defined but the future,

RSE OF COMMON PEOPLE (F
RUSSIA GREAT EVENT OFLWAD

While No Great Victories Have Been Won on Sea, or Land
a Reorganization Making the Government More

Democratic and Industry More Efficient Has

Been Forced By the National Peril—
Munitions Output Quadrupled

wLove all, is a peoples’ cancern and
the Zemstvos have instrocted the
peasants and common people gener-
ally throughout Russia as to what the
war means to them and the import-
ance of carrying it on to a successfil
| finish.
Communities At Work

Each state in the United Statez is
divided up into counties. If each cour-
ity had a board composed part!s of

Paris, Dec, 14.—(By Mail.)—What-' ‘armers, partly of village merchants
cver Rtussin may do in the future,

or other property holders there n.d
purtly of landowners. this board wouid
rorrespond to the Russion Zematve
biard which iz charged with roud-
bulding, schools and hespitals of ite
district. It ig easy to see the influenocs
i wf a Zemstvo board on the rural popu-
Intion.

The Municipality Union is doing im
‘te cities what the Union of all the
Zemstvos is doing in the couniry.
Trege two peoples’ associations dur-
g 1916 have made millions of gar:
ments for soldiers, cnlisting the ser-
vlees of women all over the land+ fed
tens of thousands of refugees f{rom
the invaded districts, equiped anl op-
crated nandreds of haspitals, farnish.
g *c e necessary supplies thems.lvez;
¢l iished tea and coffee rooms fir
the free distribution of these bL.ter-
ages; pided the government feel the
=.ldiers at the front. furnished lasov-
¢r4 in mary instances to dig tren-nes,
tmild bridges, pontoons, etc.; in a gen-
cia! way, they have solidified tle
Russian Empire by having the peipie
wark with the soldiers for the comi i
vidsc

Inis work was begun early in the
war, In 1816 it made such heidnay
that no one can disput its magnitide
today nor its probable influence on the
Russia of the future, Similar to the

| Zemstvo and Muncipality Unions in
| that it is an organization growing out
of public spirit, is the Committee
which during 1816 mobilized the
small industries of Russia to help the
| army with munitions. There are sev-
eral large munitions factories in Rus-
tin which deal direct with the War
uepartment, but there are hundreds of
hittle founderies, machine shops, mills
and works of all sorts too small to

Extension of the Umatilla Project will| A distant silver ealling:

take place some time near the laat|And from the fragrant cherry trees
week of the coming January, All thu; A rosy snow was falling.

literals of the distributing system for | And oh, the lotus blossom laupghed

Happy New Year

you
woman, than Inst year.
not? Now,today, open an account with

the new year will see vou bhetter off

What is Your Decision?
La Grande National Bank

supplying water for the new lands|
have been completed and the govern- |
ment 15 now busy mapping out the
farm units. These units will average
in size about 40 neres. Larger lrm:iaiJ
{of private lands up to 160 acres may |
be secured. About 5000 acres will be
¥included in the opening.

| Between 30 and 40 good homesteads
tracts will be thrown open for settle-
ment. These nre good level tracts and
i the soil is first clngs for alfalfa and
| diversified products.

e wish you a happy
a day whose joys
through many,
We wish that it
wd richer man or
If not, why

These Winter Evenings

,! A recent issue of the La Grande
Observer drew a fairy pen picture of |
the winter ovenings of yesterday. |
o How old and young enjoyed those
I evenings with the log fire, books, ap-
ples, conversations, ete. But to apply
those evenings to the life of today!
. How can thut be when father must,
|go to lodge or to the eard party or
the latest socinl function; son to his
great business of courting: school boy

on that the elose of

10W are.

doing; all the family to the movie.u:.l
not to mention church services, niegh-
borly eall and parties and all the
other calla from the kome life of to-
day. Sweel dreams of the home life
of the past. Thou art good to think
of and to wish for in our busy life of
todny.—Wallown Sun.

e————

1And oh, the lotus bhlozssom laughed

or girl to practice for some school! Where there had been a lotue bloom

To see a world 5o glowing,
And folded baek its petals till
Its golden heart wns showing.

A lotug blossom bloomed one day;
The sky was blue above it;

And Fujivama, snowy-crowned,
Seemed bending down ta love it;
An old world charm was in the air,

Of sandalwood and singing:

And a« its laughter, ringing,
Roze up to God, he smiled and said
That such a winsome flower,
Should give its sweetness to the earth
For longer than an hour,

And when the night came softly down,
And all the world lay sleeping,
His angels left their home above,
And, through the parden erceping,
They come to where the lotus bloomed,
And touched its heart so gleaming,
They kissed it gently with a prayer,
And left as daylight, beaming,
Swept through the misty veil of night.
And as the sun eame creeping,

I saw a baby sleeping!
—Margaret E. Sangster, Jr.. in The
Christinn Herald.

An aggregate of $2,164,851,210 was
paid out by the railroads in 1913 for
expenses, equivalent to $2950 for
wery man, woman and child in the
United States.

tnid perhaps it has done more to
the war a “popular” war than any oth. | =~

an island in the Neva. | do business of this sort alone. The
Test Year Of No Vodka. | Committee  grouped all these, put
This was the test year on “No specialists in charge of district groups,.
Vodka." The Imperial decree abolish. and had them fill orders for the gov-
inz Vodkn eame, it is true, in the fall | crnment. The little industrics were
of 1914, but 1815 was not a true trinl, | thus grouped into one big industry
Lussin, that year was getting overyby a Committee of patriotic men who
ker jag, 50 to speak, and it was only | receive no pay for their service,
in 1916 that a steady, sober Russia | though, of course, the little shops are
ot w chance to show what she could | paid for whatuver they supply the
. army.
Savings banks nccounts went up by | Output Of Munitions Quadrupled.
leaps and bounds, Peasants consti-| Russin’s own output of munitions
tuting 80 per cent of the country's More than quadrupled during 1916
population of 170,000,000, were never | tkrough these and other expedients,
8o well off in their lives. They were| The little concerns could not make
better fed, better clothed, put in on an| £reat siege guns, of course, but they
averagae donble the number of work- teuld and Jdo make trench mortars,
ing hours a day, and sickness was re- | hand grenades, caissons cannon wheels
duced to an incredible degree. One| hatchets, spades, the smallor shells
hospital, one correspondent knows of, and what not.
had 1500 beds, Prior to 1015 it was| Furthermore they have built tan-
nverrluwl_m.: all the time having some | neries for taking care of enormous
2000 patients to eare for as hest it| tmantities of Russian hides; built or
could. ?Jow 1000 heds have been sent | enlarged factories for making the nee-
to o military hospital becnuse lhere| e2satry tanning chemieals; built new
are never more than 400 patients to boot and shoe factories and enlarged
care for, I the old ones to make footwenr for the
This yoar saw the formation of n!troops: established enormous repairing
Central Committee to co-ordinate the Pplants to redeem leaky and worn army
work of all-Russian Zemstvo Union and boots., They employ scores of thon-
the .-\1I—R1!,-'esinn Municipality Unisn, #nnds of noor peanle, mostly women,
twWo organizations composed of Nue. thus giving material aid in time of
gian plain people handed togother reed. Schoola for meshanics, chanf-
to help the Empire run the war, feurs and other specialists are maln-
Through this committee overy man | tained to supnlv the army with ex-
woman and child was brought more or | perts and automohile renafr shans are
less directly into toneh with the war, operated by the Committes all along
make  the front.

tr movement. The Zemstvo Union, (Continued on Page Eight.)
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