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UNITED STATES
MAY AFFILINTE
10 KEEP PEACE

SOUTH AMERICAN COUNTRIES
NOT TO BE SLIGHTED IN
ANY ALLIANCE MADE

PROPOSAL REPLY IS NOT
EXPECTED UNTIL NEW YEAR

While No Definite News Is Out Con-
cerning Date of Reply, Diplomats
Believe Mr, Wilson's Note Has
Changed Complexion of Allied Re-
ply to German Proposals,

Washington, Dec. 28 —(United
Press)—=Seeretary of State Lansing
kes issued a statement indicating the |
United States may center an Kuoro-|
pean alliance if it enter an intern-|
tionnl agreoment to enforee peace. He
said the discussion is somewhat pre-
mature but held the
naturally would join South American |
nations and alse eertain I‘:lll‘n]'ll.‘ll']l
powers in the event an alliance iz
necessary.

The state depuartment believes Eu-
ropean powers will not frame a peice |
answer until after Christmas. Offi-
cigl do not know definitely when the
allies’ answer to the German propos-
als will come but belisva the allies'

aopinion of Pres. Wilson's note will
change the answer,
WILSON'S ACTION EXPLAINED

London Globe Thinks Germany Coerced
Wilson to Write Peace Nole

fm——

London, Dee. 28— (United Press)—
Sources close to the foreign office
have divulged the entente answer to
CGermany's pence proposals will prob-
ably not be delivered before 10 dn?'n.
Mr. Wilson's perce note undoubtedly
is partinlly respossible for the deluy.
It s stated the delay is chicfly due

foreign enterprises escapad from‘
Aguas Caliente before Villa captured |
Chihpahua, It is learned Villa took |
the city easily, Government forces
prepared to evacunte when bandits
appeared.

“ollowing one clash the Villistas
waited until the evacuntion was com-
pleted and entered unopposed. !

General Salazar, Villa's chief lieu-
tenant, is occupying a strategic posi-
tion south of Chihunhuan.

Continuous fighting between Sala-
zar and Murgin is reported. Another
attack oy Chihunhua is imminent.

Celebrates Community Christmus.

Denver, Colo, Dee. 28, —(United
Press)—Fifteen thousand people are
expected to pack the city auditorium
tomorrow night to celebrate Den-
ver's first community Christmas, Ex-
tensive plans have been made for the
affair and the entire city will play
Sunta Claug to Denver's t’lddics.

The program will congist of a mu-
sictl und literary entertainment and
the distribution of gifts to about 10
000 children and from an immente
Christmas tree placed upon the stage
of the auditorium,

Judge to Play Santa Claus.

Chieago, Tll., Dee. 23, —( United
Press)—For children whose Christ-
mas Eve was shattered by quarreling
arents, Judge Stelk of the Court of
Jomestic Relations tomorrow will set
up a big Christmas tree decorated
with cranberries and popcorn and
sacks of candy in his court rom. The
judge will play Santa Claus to all
children whose purents have been inl
hiz court with domestic troulles this |
year.

United States|”

Christmas Carnival in "Frisco.

San Franciseo, Dec. 23.—United |
Press)—San Franciseo will officially |
celebrate Christmas tomorrd® night |
with a pageant which will outrival |
anything that has ever been attempi- |
¢d here during the Yuletide. The city |
supervicors will be in charge of the |
affair, which will be staged in the |
Civie Center, in front of the city hall.

'DETAILS OF INSURANCE

BONUS OF ONE-
MONTH'S WAGE
GIVEN 10 MEN

0.-W. EMPLOYES UNDER §1350
MONTHLY TO GET GIFT FROM
UNION PACIFIC SYSTEM

By GEORGE MARTIN

United Press Staff Correspondent. |

At the North Pole, Dee. 28.—(Via |
Wireless)—It wus piteh dark when |
the United Press man got here to see !
Santa Claus this year; and he had to|
ring the sleigh bells at the muin en- |
trance of Santa's big silver burn u
long time before anybody au,-awerod.[
Finally a big, cheery voice inside cal-
led out:

“Hello, there!
on the lights?"

“Where ure they?" the
called buck,

“Why,” said Santa with a chuekle, |
a8 he rolled back one of the big, bluck |
marble doors and stepped out,’
“they're where the Nohtrern Lights
qught to be: in this gold and silver

4 box l'nste:lmf to the North Pole over
Board of Directors lssuea Order Pay- o So saying he switched them

ﬂ’fp;r":;‘i:nmﬁﬁ;’ ﬁ:ﬁﬁ:ﬁl:{iml. and say, weren't they beauties.

surance Plan Adopted and Brief Re- I l;}‘i.‘"“‘ 30;"\;:‘10;“:;92 :}L‘jﬂfﬂ;lgﬁi n
X Mo JAghts; preat, ng s [

view of Details Sent By Wire, ple and crimson and white, all Inced |

and woven with the softest hues and |
tints yon ever saw,

Although particulars have not “] “was a bit worn out getting
reached division officials in La Grande ' ready for the trip,”’ said Santa as he
an order promulgated by the board turncd around and shook hands, “and

Why don't you turn |

reporter

UKASE NOT AT HAND NOW

———

of directors of the Union Pacific yes- |1 was just p:eltiniu little nap. Won't
r

terday is creating widespread joy in lyou sit down?”

La Grande today.

put under life and sick insurance by
the Union Pacific,

out briefly what the plan is.

¢ Severnl hundred | hig frosted snow bench in front of the
employes in La Grande are to get a|barm,
| month's wage as a bonus, and will be

e walked over to .\1

Santa Makes Changes.
Things were n lot different than

A telegram from |they were when the reporter was up !
the board of directors to J. D). Far- | here last year.
rell, president of the O.-W. have sot bBarn with the hundred reindeer, the

The gigantic silver )

division officials are officinlly noti- | the Christmas sleigh that a rcgiment}
fiod, press dispatches alone are avail- | of soldiers could walk around in, were |

able as n source of information. t

The Union Pacific railway system,
which includes the O-W. R, & N. and
the Orepon Short Line, has decided to
carry at its own expense life, acei--|

there. And the mountain of toys nudI
e A e A S P e

(Continued on Page 5.)

(SANTA CLAUS

Santa Claus Spurns Aeroplanes and

Submarines, In Interview at North
Pole This Morning; Sleighs Preferred

AS LITTLE LA

4 |Hris Kringle Was Interviewed at the
Until heavy sets of spun gold harness and |

North Pole This Moring by a
Uinited Press Correspondent Who
Wirelessed His Report to The Ob-
server—HKris Is Here Shown Rapid-
Iy Approaching Oregon—and La
Grande,

Senat{]l' |ﬂterr0gat6‘5 | dent and sickness insurance to the ! pect and hope to sccomplish by this

LaGrandeConstituents

—

Six Per Cent Limitation Admittedly a
Hard Problem to Handle, in Opin- |
jon of Senator C. A, Barrett.

State Senator C. A. Barrelt, of|

extent of one year's full wages, for

every ¢mploye whose compensation

insurance is to afford employes of
the Union Pacific system the sutis-)

does not exceed $4000 per year, ve- | faction of knowing that so long as

pardless of age or condition of health |

The minimum to be carried is $500 | provision,

and the maximum $2500,

The plan goes into effoct .lmmuryl
1, 1917, and includes every employe
of the Union Pacifie Railroad com-
yiany, Oregon Short TLine Railrond!
company and  Oregon-Washihgton
Railroad & Navigation company who

to the fact the allies must exchange pthang pepresenting Union, Umatil- | has been, or shall be by that time, one |

views before framing the answer.

The Globe sugrested President Wil-
son maybe wrote the note beeause
Germany threatened ruthless fright-
fulness unless the United States made
a supreme peace effort. It declared
such nn event would form a complete
explanntion of Wilson's not and “Lan-
sing's indiserete comment.’

SANTA VISITS CARRIERS
BRINGING HAND COVER

All the carrier boys who bring The
Observer tonight are wearing new
wloves or mittens, as the case may be,
At one o'clock today the boys were
ealled in and Santa Claus under the
direction of Don Meyers and Mrs.
Clarke Leiter, with the assistance of
0. E. Moran, guided the earrier boys
to glove stores where the carvriers
were given n token of appreciation of
their work in delivering papers. With
the compliments of the owners and
editor of The Observer the boys made
their selection and proceeded to break
them in with the same haste boys
break in boots.

After the complete surprise had
been digested the youngsters met in
secret conclave and passed resolutions
of gratification.

LOPP CASE READY FOR )
JURY NEXT WEEK |

San Francisco, Dec. 23.—(United
Press)—The case of Franz Bopp, the
Gorman odnsul general, accused of vi-
olating neutrality, is cxpected to go
to jury Thursday. : .

Bopp’s cross-examination will he
concluded Tuesday. Three more de-
fense witnesses are scheduled.

NIGHT RIDERS FOUND |
NOT GUILTY BY JURY
Tacoma, Dec. 28.—(United Press)
A foderal court jury has brought in
« verdiet of not guilty in the famoys
night riders cases against 12 Pacific
county men charged with conspiracy
i deprive Mra, Margaret Ross of her
homestead rights and foreibly ejecting
Her family from a timber elnim,

FIGHTING CONTINUES
WITH VILLA BANDITS

Dee. 28 —(United

Tl Paso, Tex., !
wlt.}_:

Press)—Americans econneeted

e oo sle oo oo ofe ofe ofe ofe ofe |
ode ofe ofe o} ¥ vt

el NO MAIL SUNDAY oo |

e Confusion seems still to pre- o
o+ vail over the special deliveries o

o} of packages during the Christ- |
The city mail car- *&+ Holm, a Swedish-Argentine and fore-
| most cereal expert in the republie, in
:}: post Sunday and not at all Mon- k|

1

oI mas period. X

o riers go out once with parcel of
dny. The general and carrier ol
morning—not Sunday. The »
rural routes go out Monday, not «

*}« Sunday. ofe

i+++++++-§--§-+i

o windows will be open Monday .]

i that
184100, $4500, $4800. As many of the

la nnd Morrow counties, spent the day
in La Grande, interviewling his con-|
stituents and consulting them as to
matters of legislation in which Union
county is interested, |

“The coming session of the legis-
lature will be very important,” said
Mr. Barreit, “and also difficult. We
will have to be very careful in order |
to keep within the six per cent limi- |
tation placed upon us by the people. |
I shall continue my fight to eliminate |
useless commissions and to eliminate |
useless expense. 1 shall be glad to
hear from my constituents in Union
county at all times on matters in
which they are interested, which will
come before the legislature.”

MISSING ATHLETE SHOWS UP.

New York, Dee. 23 —(By United
Press)—Les Darcy, the Avstralian
middleweight and light Leavyweight |
champion, arrived today aboard the
Standard 0il tanker Cushing. He
worked his way from Australia as a
stoker. He used the name of Lester
Dawson. He went immediately to a
hotel, He denied evading military
service, but declored he intended to
join the British army ufter meeting |
severnl American fighters, He is|
maost eager to meet Mike Gibbons,

Darey recently mysteriously disap-
peared from Australin and was re-
ported dodging military service.

Pittsburghers With 3 Million Spend.

Pittshurgh, Pa,, Dec. 23.—(United
Press,)—One hundred thousand men !
and boys with $9,000,000 in their
pockets gave the Christmas shopping
symyphony a grand finale today.

They are the workers in the big

steel und munitions plants of the
Pitteburgh  district—probably  the
highest-priced army of skilled and)|

unskilled workmen in the country to-
day.

Nearly all of them were paid with- |
in the last 24 hours, but this wns the
half-holiday when they were expected
to cash in at the stores,

Hundreds of these who received fat
envelopes are mon whose  enrnings
have been above £3000 for the ytmr.l
At a hearing in Turtle Creek recent-
ly, three workers told Justice Riddle
they had made, respectively,

“hoys"—16 to 21-—receive from 35 ‘o
$10 per day the man who ckes out
only about $8500 isn't such u much. l

Argentine Farmers Lose,

Buenos Aires, Nov. 23.—(United
Press)—“Wake up, Argentina, and
tuild grain elevators,” urged Gert T. |

an appeal today to the country's
farmers,

Holm estimntes that these farmera
loge $200,000,000 annuoally to the
“grain trust” through lack of storage
facilities, which compels them to
market their produets in a hurry and

on whatever terms the trust dictates.

yvear in the service, Inaurance is to|
be carried for each employe a5 long ns
he ar she remains in the service.

The benefits of insurance will in-
clude those retired on pension after
January 1, 1017,

Bonuges Are Announced

In addition to this, all employes of
all three roads, without . any dis-
crimination, receiving less than $1800
a year and who have been in the serv-
fee sinee January 1, 1918, are to re-
ceive as extra compensation one full
month's salary each,

The ingurance plan as outlined in
Mr. Lovett's tzlegram is as follows:

“Life insurnnce to the amount of
one year's full wages, with a mini-
mum of $500 and a maximum of $2500,
the benefits of this insurance to in-

clude those retired after January 1,(to the grand jury.

1917, upon pension.
“Aceident insurance, covering total|

disability, resulting from injuries in | KNIGHTS TO

the performance of the employe’s ac-
cupation, consisting of half pay dur-
ing disability, with a minimum of §5
per week, and a maximum period of
Lwo years, and for certain permanent

they are in the service some financinl |
although comparatively |
smull in some cnses, has been made

New Concern Will
Open Doors Jan. 1!

———

for them and their families against | Pure Milk and Cream Company Enters

the misfortune of death, injury and
illness, !
“It is a meastre prompted by good i
will toward the employes and their |
families, whose welfare is borne con- |
stantly in mind, and whese coopera-
tion in establishing the suceess of
these properties is greatly
ated,"
Rensons for Extra Pay
The message concerning
coneludes:

Whie is not a Christmas present | cial empnncis, painstaking
but is an extra payment for services, | hove been employed.

made because of the most exceptional |
conditions which, while largely in-|
creasing the earnings of the com-!

{ pany have also increased the cost of | iny :
point of hardship upon | Ritter studio and The Observer of-

living to the

Business Field—Former Newspap-
ermen Constitule the Company,

With the beginning of 1917, a new
firm mekes its debut in La Grande: It
i the Pure Milk & Cream company

sppreci- [ and its organization here is similar

te steps being taken in tie larger
cities. The numo implies just whnat

business | the purpose is; and to safeguard “par-
| ity on which the firm sanounces spe-

mothods
Carpenters, ce-
ment men; paper hangers, painters,
lumbers and mochinerymen are and
ive been busy several days rearrang-
ing the Thornten building between the

the lower paid employes of the com- I fice, on Sixth street,

pany.”

Threat Leads to Arrest.
Because he is said to have threat-
ened to kill John Mars, a contractor,

Former Newspaper Men in Firm
The company is compoged of Geo.

a

(Continued on Page Five)

Will Curteman has been bound ovcr'l ATHLETE ON HIS WAY EAST

His bond wis
placed at $100. I

|
ATTEND MASS|

——— i

| his

Will March in a Body From Foley'
Hotel Shortly Before Midnight

Ray Couch Home for Few Days for
First Time in Two Years

After having spent two days with
arents, Mr. and Mrg. U, G. Couch
of 1sland City, Ray Couch, first-line

| reserve backfield man on the cham-

| pion University of Oregon football

|

i
GRANDE FOLKS SEE THE
VISION TODAY. |

|

m— S ]

OPEN ARMS 10
GREET SANTA'S
VSIT NONDAY

'HREE-DAY OBSERVATION OF
YULETIDE IN STORE FOR
PEOPLE OF LA GRANDE

m—

'BASKETS OF FOOD ON

l

‘who want to come,

injuries resulting from such ovccupa-
tional aceidents, such as loss of leg| e Knights of Columbus, La
or arm, the half pay indemnity to con- | Grande Council No, 1566, will atiend
tinue in any cvent for periods defi- | yidnight mass at The Church of Our
nitely fixed-—the maximum indemnity | Ly "of The Valley, They will as-
for any one "‘"""'l‘:"t to he H2500. Ihtrl'fﬂlll; at the Foley. hotel at 11:30
ey Dickness Provided For { and march in a body to the cl
ol insurance, covering hoth| wheps gpecinl seats will be reser
illness of at lenst one week’s durntion | ¢o0 shom

and also injuries resulting from acei- =
dunts not oceurring in the performance

¢
vel

Muny Take Examinations.

l{li.‘-‘:l.l!]('l! for life, subiect to

| ment

of the duties of the employe’s oceupa-
tion, congisting of half pay while the
employe is disabled and confined at
home, with a minimom of §5 per week
and a maximum veriod of 52 weels
and with an additionnl indemnity of
half wages for a further period of G
weeks if it appears that the emplove
has become totally and permanentiy
0 maxi-
mum disburzement of 32500,

“AN the foregoing Insurance pnd
heonfits will be payable in monthly in-|
stnliments,

“The life insurance will he payable
to heneficinries designatad by the em.
ploves,

"The plnn contemplates an arrangfe-
with n reanongible  ingurance
company to issue life nnd necident pol-
icier ealled for by this plan until and
wnlear the railroad companies  shalll

hereinafter conclude fo assue certiflc)

cates of insurance themselves to their
employes.
Full Particulars Coming

“Cirenlars piving full  partienlars |
with forms for names, ages, benefic-
Taries, ote,, will he is=sued for the in-
farmnation of nll emnloyes ne goon ae
‘he necesanry dotailn ean be worked
out. Bot, in the meantime, the insur-
anes will bocome effactive January 1,
1017, whether the individual policies
«an be igsued by the date or not, and
the life insurance will he payable to
legal renresentatives if death should
occur before the heneficiaries are des-
ignnted by the emploves.

“The object which the directors ex-

Mis. A, E. Ivanhoe, county school

| team, left this morning for St. Louis
i Lo represent the Alpha Tau Omega
| fraternity at the national convention.
He hopes to complete his mission in
'JFI. Louis in time to reach Pasadenn
to  see  the Pennsylvanin-U, of 0,
| game New Year's day. “The team is
| not hopeful but will fight to the last
| diteh, explained the half-back todny
i noon. He declares the battle is wo-
Ling to be the classie of the weat this
year and will mike n strenuous ef-
fort to seec it, Thig is My, Coucl’s

4 Il ¥ i g 4
superintendent, assisted by City Su- w04 p home in nearly two years.

perintendent Linden MeCullough, con-

ducted the county tenchers’ examind-f o4 pra

tion at the high school building this
weok, Sixteen teachers, four men and
12 women, took the examinations. '|'}Ie|
rosults will be announced sometime
next month.

DRESDEN WOMEN DEMAND
FOOD — FIGHT FOLLOWS

London, Dec. 28, — (United
Press) — Rotterdam dispatches |
have reported serions Dresden
fool riots on Sundny, Monday

und Tuesday.
The police and military forees
fought 100 women.

Three police-

men wore seriously wounded on

when maobs  attacked
They paraded past the
demanding  food, The
lighting

Tuesday,
shops,
palace
shurpest
Tuesday.
COAL SHORTAGE 18
FEARED BY RAILROADS

Dallas, Dee. 23.—(Unlted Press)—
All railronds west of Chicago face the
possibility of stopping or curtailing
operations in the event conl miners
tnke their annual lay-off in the holi-

souri-Kansns-Texas Railroad official.

occurted  on ]

STATUS

EXPLAINED

Ship Germans Sank A4 British War
Prize, Declared Was Neutral,
Washington,  Dee. 23, — (United

| Press)—The British government has
linformad the state department that
I the steamer Aribia wns not a trans-

port and not in the admirnlty serv-|
jee. It wax an ordinary passenger

]lim-t' when she was submarined with-

out warning. 1t is admitted she car-
ried n few government pussengers,

] e -
[ SWITCHMEN'S DEMANDS
|

PARTIALLY GRANTED

New York, Dec, 28—(United Press)
—The Federal Arhitration board has
fited an award in the Federal eourt
partinlly granting the demands of the
Switchmen's Union of North America,
Switehmen asked 13 enstern and mid-
dle western railrouds to pav time and
a half overtime. The board granted
five cents an hour increase to oon-
ductars and helpers, from today until
December 23, 1917, and an eight-hour
day with pro-ratn over-time,

Home From Long Trip.

B, €. Davis, a tombstone dealer, has

veturned from n p.oolonged trip to

day season, according to a high Mis-| ¢rul middle-western cities
joyed the trip immensely,

Mulkevtown, [llinoiy, He wont to sev-
and en-

WAY TO THE POOR '

Numerous Public Christmas Trees
Given By Benevolent Organizations
—Civie Tree and Program on the
Streets Sunday Evening — Wide-
sprend Cheer and Happiness Is
Forceasted.

Prosperity having left its fat purse
in the hands of most people, with
promige of ample snow to nmim the
celebrations *“white," with peace and
quiet within our gates, with happi-
ness running rampant, with the com-
munity Christmas tres in place andy
the carolers ready, with benevolent
institutions such as the Elks, Eagles,
Salvation Army and various individ-
unls ready to dispatch cheer into
homes that actually need succor,—
with all these things Christmns looms
upon La Grande with beaming face.
Commencing tonight and' continuing
until Tuesday evening, Christmas
trees, Christmas dinner baskets,
Christmas programs, Christmas din-
ners, Christmas homecomings and
Christmas spirit will find free fields
to gumbol upon. HEvery year
Grande devotes a little more effort te
make every soul within her confines
gladder than the year before. The
present season is no exception.

Baskets Packed Last Night.

There was u great denl of work
done in the Salvation Army hall last
wvening, while 50 baskets were being
prepared with goodies to eat for as
many families by the officinls and
members, These baskets are being
gont into needy homes todur. Dona-
tions from the public were liberal and
Ensign Childers is much pleased with
the co-operation received.

Dinner for Strangers Monday.

Next Monday at high noon 100
Elutea will be laid for strangers or

omeless boys and men who happen
to be in La Grande. Pool halls and
other places of lounging for strangers
will be combed by invitation bearers
Monday. In addition there will be
some plates for needy families who
did not get baskets. During the even-
ing of Sunduy there will be the Sal-
vation Army Christmas tree at the
hall, followed by n public tree at the

Blks auditorium under Salvation
Army auspices Tuesdny night.
Lodges Have Trees.

Every boy and girl in La Grande
cunn truthfully say he will have a
Christmas tree for his specinl benefit
this year—two of them, in fact. Mon-
day morning at 10 o'clock the Eagles
have their Christmag tree for mem-
bers and all the little boys and girls
This function
will be one of the joys of Yuletide.

During the afternoon of Monday
the annual Elks' Christmas tree pro-
gram will be hold at the auditorium,
and Santa Claus will bring his cheery
presence and presente to every boy
and girl in La Grande that cares to
uttend. This, teo, will be an event for
the little tots of extreme importance.

Tomorrow morning the lodge sends
out about 50 Christmas packages con-
taining a sack of flour, a sack of
potatoes, sugar, corn, beans and oth-
er gooda needed for a delicious din-
ner—and also a goose. These mag-
nificent gifts will be distributed to
places most necded. The members are
especinlly desirons of having it un-
derstood the Christmas tree program
at 2:0 Monday is open to all chil-
ilren.

Individuals who can afford to, have
been  generously  beneficient doring
the pre<holiduy period and it is doubt-
ful if La Grande's population has ever
approached Christmps with greater
universal joy and gratifieation,

——

(Continued on Page Five)

Observerto Your

-
Friends
TF G
A limited number of the Christ-
mas Fdition of The Observer will

be sold at 10 cents, including mail-
ing and postage.

Those who desire to send them
away need only phone The O
server, Main 37, the addresses and
The Observer will do the rest.

Send the Christmas |

=T e s

———
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