AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER -- PRINTS THE NEWS i'HE DAY IT HAPPENS

: LET EVERYONE BOOST FOR THE BIG CATTLE AN D HORSE RAISERS' CONVENTION TO BE HELD IN LA GRANDE, APRIL 2¢ AND .

La Gramde Luening Obuern

VOLUME XVI

LA GRANDE, OREGON. FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1916.

NU"MBER 158,

FREE HAND
WILSON

GIVEN T0

B CONGRES:

SENATE TWIG
REFUSED VOTE
OF EXPRESGION

DETERMINATION OF BELLIGER-
INTS'  ATTITUDE  ON
PEACE TO GO ON,

STOCK EPISODE MAY
LEAD TO A SCANDAL

Resolution Demanding Investigation
of Who Profited By the Stock Fluc-
tuations Which Broke Out Yester-
day After Lansing’s  Announce-
ment Comes Up in the House Today

Washington, Dec. 22, — (United
Press)—Congress will allow Presi-
dent Wilson # free hand in attempt-
ing to ascertain the belligerents’
peace terms. Both houses have re-
fused to endorse any resolution ap-
proving or disapproving the Presi-
dent’s action, This leaves the matter
entirely in his control.

The senate, for a second time, has
refused to pass a resolution of ap-
proval,

Congress Will Be
Idle The Holidays

Several Lawmakers Have Already Re-
turned Home Anticipating Vaca-
tion—Farly Hours Offset Loss.

|  Wnshington, Dee. 22—(By United
| Press)—Congress will quit work to-
dai' and go home for Christmas,

n anticipution of the adjournment
many solons departed several duys
ago. But the big crowd leaves to-
day,

The president was not much in fa-
voer of the idea, nor was Speaker
Clark, becuuse there is sp much legis-
lation for the thoroughly Democratic
present congress to finish before it
dies March 4 and is replaced by one
not quite so democratic,

However, President Wilson did not
“disapprove” of this adjournment ac-
cording to Democratic Leader Kitch-
in. To muake up the time thus lost
both houses will convene between 10
jand 11 o'clock for the rémainder of
the session, Kitchin said all appro-
| priation bills would be passed and
| there will be no special seszions.

]“"l{'lil'i'.\ MASONIC HOME

! BURNED—SEVERAL DIE
| Wichits, Kan.,, Dec. 22.—(United
| Press)—Four charred bodies have
been found in the cellar of ruins of
| the bLurned Kansas Musonic home.
| Firemen are hunting in 18 inches of
| water for other corpses.

FOREIGN TRADE TOTAL
REACHES HIGH FIGURE
Washington, Dec. 22, — (United
| Proas)—The commerce department
hns announced that American foreign
ltrade for the year probably will total
$7,800,000,000. Eleven months of

trade totaled $7,148,000,000.
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BEAUTIFUL WIFE OF GERMAN ATTACHE VISITS BOMB TRIAL AT
SAN FRANCISCO,

Secretary Lansing's two Malewietio (CRIVATE WINE PRESSES
interpreting the Wilson note were UPHELD BY COURT
sent to the American diplomats Portland, Dee. 22.—(United

abrond this afternoon. - e '
\ ol Press)—Cirenit  Judge MeGinn
Market Tumble to Be P ed. has ruled Oregon citizens have a

Representative Wood has introduc- z
ed a resolution asking for a commit- :L‘E]:rl ut?n T:J‘“f“d""‘ wine for
tee of five representatives to be ap- \
pointed to investigate conflicting in-

IIEUTENANT WILHELM VYON BRINCKEN AND HIS WIFE
on their way from the federal court in Sun Francisco where Consul General
Franz Bopp, Von Brincken, attaches and agents of the German consulata
are on trial under indietments charging conspiracy to dynimite munitions
ships and vessels in western ports and to destroy Canadian trains and rail-
way lines. Lieut. Von Brincken's wife is the former Milo Abercrombie, San
Francisco society girl, considered ong of the most beautiful of western

terpretations of Mr. Wilson's note and
probe consequent stock market fluc-
tuations. He asked the committee to
ascertain whether “anyone high in
the administration or government af-
fairs had profited financially by the
stock market quotations.’
Note Now in Berlin.

American Agent Grew at the Ber-
lin embassy has notified the state de-
partment that a copy of President
Wilson’s note has heen received and
delivered to the German foreign of-
fice,

Entente diplomats firmly believed
the allies will not flatly reject the
President's suggestions.
the belief on the fact the allies failed
flatly to reject Germany's peace pro-
posals,

Berlin Ready to Stipulate,

The Hague, Dec. 22 —(United
Press)—German dispatches have said
it is semi-officially announced Ger-
many will disclose the chief peace
terms immediately, provided the al-
lies' note in reply to Hollweg leaves
the peace door open,

Yankee Dinners For
Diplomats Provided

Berlin Attaches Will Got Goedies Di-

rect From Home—London Delega- K

tion On Own Resources,

London, Dec. 22.—(United Prassl—
Notwithstanding wur food scarcity,
food tickets, meatless days and fatless
weeks, there will be real American
Christmay dinners in Germany, Aus-
trin, Bulgaria and Turkey this year.

Thanks to Unele Sam, his diplomats
and employes generally in the war-
ring “foodless” nations will enjoy real
turkey, cranberry snuce, oysters,
pumpkin pie, ete, on December 25—
all direct from America. Somewhere

on the Atlantic tedny, or perhaps on |

the North sea by now, are big steel
boxes closed with the formidable senl
of the Ameriean eagle, en route to
Uncle Sam’s diplomatic and consular
folks in the central empires and smal-
ler allied states.

A Christmas dinner for these
dgrphans” iz one small job. Ambas-
sador Gerard and his staff, in Berlin,
together with the various consular
representatives scattered throughout

Germany number more than 160
mouths. American official depend-
ants in Austrin and Hungary are

equal to those in Germany, and in
Bulgaria and Turkey they amount to
76, making 8756 in all, ‘This means
that some of the 375 have families and
the American state department must
provide Christmas eats for all.
American embassies in London and
England, where food is not so scarce,
-will have to provide their own Christ-

They based |

Farmers Controlling
Three Legislatures

Minnesotn and Both Dakotas Can
Draft Legislation for the Farmer—
Sweeping Reforms Anticipated.

St. Paul, Minn, Dec. 22,—(United
Press)—Legislatures of Minnesota,
North Dakota and South Dakota will
convene January 2.

Woman suffrage, statutory prohibi-
tion and regulation of mining com-
panies will be before the Minnesota
legislature, It is believed that state-
wide prohibition and suffrage will be
placed on the ballots of the next state
' election, as n result of legislative nct-
| jon this session. About two-thirds of
Minnesota was made dry by local op-
tion laws enacted at the last legisla-
tive session.

In North Dakota, sweeping reforms
are looked for from the “farmers”
legislature convening January 2, Four
years ago, a farmers' co-operative
marketing organization for non-specu-
lative selling of their grain, wus or-
ganized. As an outgrowth of this
| organization the Furmers' Non-Parti-
san league, object strictly political,
was organized.
| Twice in general elections the Non-
Partisan leagoe has swept North Da-
ota,  Her legislature is filled with
Non-Partisan  league  candidates.
| These men are instructed to fight for
I state-owned elevators, and are under-
| stood to advoeate public ownership of
| public utilities. Adversaries of the
I.\:nn-l’nrtiﬁ:m league have referred to
|its aime as sociulistic.

In Sowth Dakota, ennctment of
laws to enforee state-wide prohibi-
tion, passed by the voters at the last
{general election, is sluted.

mus fensts,

Before the high pries of fed be-
leame a factor in England, Awbaszs-
dor Page used to act as wholesale
grocer for his compatriots in tho cen
tral empires. The food was bought n
England and shipped via Hollaad.
IMinnlly British prices became too
much for Jeffersonian simplicity and
| Ambassador Page suggested to Wash-
ipgton that the “eatering” could het-
(ter be done from America direct.

women,

She is one of the popular members of the exclusive social set on
the Pacific const and is taking n kesn interest in the proceedings against
her husband and consulate officials.

SOLDIER HAS SCHEME
FOR MESSAGE BEARER

El Paso, Tex., Dec. 22.—(Unit-
ed Press)—During a session of
the school for officers in the
Thirty-second Michigan regiment
the officer in charge asked for
suggestions for the improvement
of the Intelligence department.

“Why couldn't we cross-breed
carrier pigeons with parrots and
tell them the message instead of
tﬁ'ing it to them,” asked one of
the pupils.

Another suggested (he govern-
ment might train sword fishes 1o
torpedo enemy submarines and
woodpeckers to punsinve enemy
acroplanes,

ATTACK

VILLISTAS TORREON.

—

El P'aso, Tex, Dec. 22, —(United
Press)
4 o'clock this morning. An officinl
wire to the Mexican government ut-
taches said the battle was raging at
dovhireak.

Villistas yesterday captured Burmi.
jillo, 20 miles north of Torreon.

if Villa takes Torreon he will domi-

der.
easily seize Torreon, as the garrison

wag weakened when Murgin marched
northward to aid Chihunhua,

Villistas attacked Torreon nt|]

SCHOOLS CLOSED WITH
APPROPRIATE EXERCISES
Pupils in Miss Anderson's room—
the Sixth grade—this afternoon pre-
sonted “The Bird's Christmas Carol,”
in n splendid manner at the high
school auditorium. Many parents
were present to listen to this particu-
lar program, while others wenl to dif-
ferent rooms of the Centrnl building
where various tenchers lind brief pro-
grams. With these ‘pre.Christmas
festivities school adjourned this afi-

! ernoon until the first Tuesday in the

new year.

Severn] teachers and students from
out of town are leaving tonight for
their respective homes to spend the
holidays, and the school bells  will
hang idle during Yuletide.

Wenther Forecnst.
lain in west of Oregon, snow east-
ern part.  Southwest winds.

Holiday Hours Christmas,
There will be one eity delivery of
pareels post packages only Sunday,
and no rural delivery, There will be
no mail or packnge delivery in the

{city Monday, but rural routes will go

out.  Cenernl and route windows will
e open at the postoffice Sunday.

nate the roilways leading to the bor - |

Military observers believe Villa can leity nre open

Stores Open  Evenings.
Most of the business houses in the
ovenings toward the
close of the week. Last evening the
after-supper shopping was of a lively
sort,

Christmas trade in La Grande is
this year greater by one hundred per

cent than that of 1915

By inquiry at the various stores it

lis easily discernible that money jg | rush,
i.!'ur more plentiful than it has heen this new
lexceeding by

A | for some time and is being spent more | !
the volume of business of last yeur.

month ago orders from Berlin, Vien-|froqly, Not only is a larger quantity

na, Budapest, Sofia and other points
began to sound like Christmas, There
were appealing references to real
turkey, sage and oyster dressing,
eandies and other requisites which a
Christmas dinner cannot be without.
These orders reached America in
iplcnt of time. The ship captain who
has them in charge on the way to Eu-
irope has been requested to ask any
| snbmarine commander he happens to
jmeet to “have a heart.”

of goods heing purchased but a bet- |

ter quality is demanded. Each day's
shopping for the lnst two months has

been heaviver than the one previous |

and the merchants state that such has
'not heen the case for years.

CHRISTMAS TRADING SETS MARK
LUXURIES COMMAND ATTENTION

and has acted accordingly. The new
L condition s welcomed by merchants

and employes alike, who have long
been burdened by the eleventh-hour
In jowelry stores especially is

noticenble, purchases
two hundred per cent

trade

The trade in art and stationery stores
has also increased wonderfully, eon-
clugive proof thnt La Grande people
have money and inclination to buy
that kind of goods,
Christmas lines in gifts, foods,
ments and luxurics are now displayed

| The vsunl crush during the lust few |in gayly decorated windows, a prac-

days before Christmns has at last
been eliminated, !
found out that early shopping pays

for the public has  merchants

| tice that ig not only profitable to the
but which grently en-

Ihances the yuletide spirit.

B0PP SPENT GRENT DEAL
OF MONEY N AMERICA

Civic Tree Has
Been Put In Place

l-lln.-r.ldc‘la'xhta Huave Been Swung and
Big Star to Top the Tree— llany
Aid in the Work.

Towering high in the air and se-
curely fastened with guides, the mon-
ster civie Christmas tree is todoy in
place, which is located at Fourth and
Depot streets, and will be embillished
with additional branches and then
will be rendy for the big union Christ-
mas tree service SBunday evening at
T:80 p. m.  The manual training depart
ment of the high school has made a
lnrge star which goes to the top of
the tree, and will be illuminated pro-

fusely when the lights in the tree are |

turned on Sunday evening. Five
streets intersect at that point. The
tree will remnin lighted' during the
week of Christmas. There are & pro-
fusion of globes in the tree,

In dragging the heavy fir to town
many of the branches were broken,
and these will be replaced and the
scrawniness relieved. Many agencies
have volunteered and donated service
in erecting the monster tree,

In connection with the donations to-
ward the tree, the committee in
charge has issued he following state-
ment:

“The committee on the Civie
Christmas tree wishes to express its
thanks to the Electric Supply com-
pany, of which Austin Brownell is
proprietor, for its assistance in sup-
plying all the ﬁlnlms and fixtures and
the wiring of the stav; to the munual
training department of the public
school for the making of the star; to
the Home Telephone company for
their co-operation in giving their line-
men in putting the tree in position;
to the Eastern Oregon Lght and
Power company for their donation of
the electricity and their men in wir-
ing the tree and placing the tree'i
position, and the many other acts 3
m}-ﬁperntlnn that they have madifent-
ed.

~ Wilson's Note Discussed.

Chancellor of the Exchequer Bonar
Law told the commons the British
government’s attitude on President
Wilson's note will not be determined
un]ttllla]l the allies have been con-
sulted.

Business Men Pick
Their Own Teams

Spirited Election for Representative
Squad to Face Baker Ended With
Burst of Enthusiasm.

Considerable interest was manifest-
¢l by the businessmen of the Y. M.
C. A, in the election for new captains
of the volleyball league and in the
selection of six men to represent the
teamn against Baker on New Year's
morning in the local Y. M. C. A, gym-
nasium, Ballots were prepared and
were given to the men at their regu-
lar class and all were returned today.
The vote as cast by the men is as fol-
lows: To represent the Y. M. C. A,
negninst Baker—Elmer Stoddard 19
votes, Dr, Graham 10, votes, Linden
McCullough 16 votes, 8. D. Crowe 14
votes, W, C. Kelley 12 votes and
Georpe Cochran 11 votes. Charles
Harding and Dan Scott were cloge and
will he first substitutes,

Thirty-gix votes were divided be-
tween nine other players, For the

-1 3

REFUSES REPLY
0 QUESTIONS
OF PAST LIFE

- ——

HAS NO ANSWER TO GIVE TO

QUESTIONS = ABOUT
DEALS IN 1915

CONTRABAND OF WAR WAS
PURCHASED BY CONSUL

—

Examination of German Diplomat Ae-
cused of Yiolating Nentrality Be-
comes Healed When Uncle Sam's
Attorney Fires Pointed Questions

At the German—Silence Tactics
Frequently.

San Francisco, Dee, 22, —(United
Pregs)—German  Consul  General

Franz Bopp, charged with vieolating
neutrality, admitted he “spent a great
deal of money" purchasing contra-
band of war for the German govern-
ment,

Federal Attorney Preston croas-

examined Bopp regarding the *
fund,” totalling a hundfﬁd thm

llavs. Ha declared Berlin placgd the -
Yoney ntqﬂorp’s disposal. res
fused to specify the exact total spent,
but testified he personally controlled
the fund, and reported all’ axpendi-
tures to Berlin.

He refused to anawer when asked
why he needed $100,000 in March,
1915. He denied pun‘ﬁaning WAr mu-
nitions, but admitted buying rubbar
and nickel.

“What else was purchased?" Prea-
ton nsked. The witness refused to
answer,

Preston queried Bopp concerning
the employment of C. C. Crowley, a
consulate agent, and asked details of
Vice Consul Vanshaack’s purchase of
a bomb model from Johannes ¥on-
koolbergen. Bopp said the bomb was
worthless,

New Records at the “Y."

The Y. M. C. A, has been the reci-
pient of a number of excellent phono-
graph records from Howard Richard-
son from time to time, but his gift of
today quite surpasses all others, The
records are as follows: American
Patrol—The Bullfrog and the Coon—
Poet and Peasant, Nos, 1 and 2—
Mountain High—The Strolling Yod-
ler—Lucia Di  Lammermoor, by
Prince's Band, and Lucin Di Lam-
mermoor Sextette.

The Y. M. C. A. is very grateful
to Mr. Richardson for his interest and
loyalty toward the association.

Parlinment Prorogued.
London, Dec. 22.—(United Press)—
The King has prorogued parliament
until February 7. He said in issuing
the order:
“War's vigorous prosecution ia our
single endeavor. We must vindicate

new captaing, the following players [our rights the enemy has ruthlessly

wore  gelected:  Elmer Stoddard

11 l\'iulnu-d, and establish for Europe se-

votes, Dr. Grabam 13 votes, lande:1|¢"1rity on 4 firm foundation.”

MeCullough 11 wvotes and S, D,
Crowe seven votes, Forty-one voles
were cast for 12 other players.

Free Purses Thanked.
He thanked the commons for “un-
stinted  loyalty” in  providing war

The new league promises to be the | funds.

h_r st ever condueted by the loeal naso-
miation

the Y. M. €, A.
come to the Businessmen's eluss,

The stunding of the league just
finished is as follows:

Won Lost Pet.
Dr. Graham’s team. .13 o, R
W. C. Kelley's team, .12 8 600
8. D. Crowe's team.., 8 12 A0
. 1., Meyer's team.. 7 13 450

Not Pledged for Speaker.

Vaule, Ore, Dee. 22.—(Specinl)—
Representative Crandall, in a state-
ment issued, says that he is not pled-
god to Stanfield or anyone else for
speaker.

EIGHT LINES BALKING
ADJUSTMENT OF CARS

Washington, Dec. 22—(By United |

Presn)-—The Ameriean Railway Asso-
ciation Car Shortage commission has
stated eight railronds have refused to
co-operate in relief of the ear faming,
and hindered adjustment of the na.
tional shortage. Federal authorities
have declared the famine ia largely
responsible far the high cost of living,

“In this sacred caunse I am assured

During the recent contest i ©f united st:rporl of ull my peoples
large number of husinessmen jnint'd}luld f'r“y Goc
and all promige to |CONe

to give us blessing,” he
uded,

Send the Christmas
Observerto Your
Friends

7\

A limited nomber of the Christ-
mas Edition of The Observer will
be sold at 10 cents, incloding mail-
ing and postoge.

Those who desire to send them
away need only phone The Oh-
server, Main 87, the addresses and
The Obeerver will do the rest.

|




