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BRITISH JOLT
PEACE HAS
ANK OF BLUFF

GERMANY SO ACCEPTS ALLIED
ATTITUDE ON MOVE GER-
MANY INSTITUTED

AMERICA INTERESTED IN
FUTURE PEACE PHASES

Linderstood
Welcome

Would Not
Interference,

Germany
American

Nor Is President Wilson Willing to |

Be Understood As Doing So, But
Retains Interest in Future Pence.

Berlin, Dee. 20— United
Press) — Germany regards

the entente attitude on peace
a¢ a bluff. She believes the
atles are really anxious for

peace and are pessimistic, |

despite London, Petrograd
and  Paris
that allies are determined to
continue fighting.

Officials helieve belliger-

ents will not ask neuteals to | Wilsen called for the purpose of con- |

start negotiations and Ger-
many won’'t weleome Ameri-
can interference.

The Lokal Ansicger said
today: “If Lloyd George
wants to postpone peace un-

11l the allies eonquer, the war |

will he eternal.™

The  Verwaerts said:
“Llovd George condemns
himself when he says any-
Lody that prolongs war is a

criminal,”’
Disarmament Theme Mutual.

Washington, D. €., Dee. 20—
{ United Press)—It is officially stut-
el the United States will “be inter-
ested” in  disnrmament discussions
and world peace puarantees. The
state department has not revealed
whether the government will actively
participate, but it is stssumed_lh_u
United States will not act until it is

definitely ascertained whether the
belligerents  will welcome interfer-
ference.

President Wilson wants it clearly
understood the United States is‘ noy
interested in various cases of Euro-
pean war, but merely wants assur-
ances of permunent peace, The presi-
dent believes the methods of estab-
lishing permanent peace s vital to
America.

With  British Army, Dee. 20—
{United Press)—The British believe
most German troops are ignorant of
the Kaiser's peace proposals. Several
prisoners  here said they had not
heard of the negotiations.

Genernl Hindenberg is dissatisfied
with the western front situation, The

continued bombrrdment is nffecting |

the German spirits. Hindenberg has
ordered avintors to stop British arco-
planes continually sweeping the Ger-

man trenches, raiding far behind the |

lines. German artillerying and aero-
planing are increasing.

Berlin, Dee. 20-—(United Press via
Sayville)—It is announced Russian
attacks on the ehst bank of the Gold-
en Bistriza have failed,  Artillerying
12 livelier on the Macedoninn front,
Isolated patrol clashes and ecannonad-
mng occurred on the western front.,

Newspapers have declared French
Generdal Berthelot, commander of the
Rouman allies nrmicg, has
for n recall, A mujority of B
of ficers sttached to the Rouminian

goneral  staff huve already  started
Englundward.
Paris, Dee, 20— (United Press)-

There is great artillerving at Louve-
mont-Chambrettes,
I'RISON SENTENCE FOR
FOOD BARRONS URGED

Washington, D, €., Deec. 20—
senator Poindexter has introduced a
Lill providing for imprisonment of
men found cornering foodstuffs, It
specifies o three-year penitentinry
sentence.

SMALLI'OX NO BAR

|
TO PORTLAND THIEVES

Portland., Ore,, Dee. 20,—(United
Press) — Disregarding  a
quarantine sign, two burglars enter-
el M, 8, Miller's home and held up
Mrs. Miller with a revolver and stole
$200 worth of diamonds. Mr, Miller,
wife and two children were recover-
ing from an attack of smallpoxx.

smallpox |

‘Parcels Post Will
Be Carried Sunday

No City Delivery on Christmas Day

' But Rural Routes Will Go Out on

| Monday—City Windows
Open Monday.

Carrier

' Arrangements  of  mail delivery
which will prevail during the Christ-
 mus holiduys have been promulgated
by the postoffice officials, On Sun-
|day, the day before Christmas, city
| carriers will deliver parcels post but
|no letters. On Monday there will be
ino ecity delivery of any kind but the
wural routes will be ecarried. For
city routes the general and carrier
windows will open at 9 o'clock and

o/ remain open & reasonable time,

Patrons are reminded that the
Sunday delivery is for parcels post
matter and not for letters.

M. L. A. TEAM SHIFTS LINEUP

Entire Team Changed About for the
Game With Y. M, C. A, Tonight.
A complete shakeup in the arrange-

ment of plavers in the M, 1. A, squad

is announced for tonight’s game with
the Y. M. C. A, when the first bat-
tle for the chnmpionship of Bastern

Oregon (hegins,  Earl Rosenbsum

goes in at center, John Schofield

(Captain) and Larsen guards, A,

Bean and J. Rosenbaum forpvurds.

Ray Baum and Avnold Ferrin will

take utility sents. The gnme beging

at B o'clock,

IPRESIDENT  VISITS

l-.lohn Sharpe Williams Recipient of

| “Mysterious” Call by Wilson.
Washington, D. C., Dee. 20—

(United  Press)—President  Wilson

mysteriously visited the residence o

SENATOR

annonneements ' Senator John  Sharpe  Williams, ofll.m;_-;i.h-mlal_.,.

Mississippi, today. Mr. Williams
lnter tefused to divulge the reasons,
but explained his illness y,:reventud
him  agcampanying  the izsissippi
delegation to the White house. r.

| ferring on important matters,
i Combined Choirs to Sing.
I This evening at T:30 ofclock the
choirs of the Ministerial association
lchurches meet at the Y. M. C. A, to
practice the carvols for Christmas eve
tat the public Christmas trec at
I.—\rinms and Depot streets,

Sixteen Boys Save
$130 In Two Months

Members of Two Scout Patrols Hon-
ored By Bankers and Others at Re-
ception Last Evening in the Y, M.
C. A,

Thrift is one of the cardinal prin-
i ciples of Boy Secouts, and last evening
there were appropriate speeches and
ceremonies at the Y. 1\{, C. A, to
|unmruvmuruu- splendid thrift display-
red by the two patrols of Troop 3, of
this city, of which Rev, G. L.
is scout master. For two months
each of the two patrols has been in
a race to lenrn which group of eight
could enrn nnd save the most money.
The Eagles, n name designating one
patrol of eight scouts, of which Harry
Mohr is patrol leader, won the high-
|¢st honors. The Coyotes, with Fred

Kivette ag patrol leader, won the sec-
lond prize, The total amount saved
fil}' these 16 boys, not only saved but
{earned in two months, is $180.40,
This splendid  evidence of  thrift
brought out bankers, friends general-
ly and parentg at the reception last
evening., N, K. West & Co. gave as
first prize a most beautiful and fully
equipped flag—a  large one—wlich
becomes the permanent property of
the Hagles, Fifteen dollars in money
wis given to the winners of second
| place,

Seout Master Clark spoke to the as-
sembled friends who had come out to
give honor to the boys who really
have  exemplificd the principle of
| thrift, reviewing the origin  of
Seouts, telling their prineiples, their
duties, what they are and what they
are not,  Among these “nots” are
ligted militarism, politics and rellg-
ioug geets, although each boy is re

quired to nttend eome chureh.,  The
adidress was right to the point,

I Beout  Master Robert  Eakin  of
Teoop 2 then presented to the win-

nors the beautiful tional emblem
With very appreprinte words he do-

ibed something of the Scout ways
of snluting the flag, but emphasizing
that reverence for a flug, for religion

807

or for oneself must come from with- |

in. As the flag was presented and
Leader Mohr accepted it, the audi-
ence sang “The Star Spangled Ban-
ner.

1". J. “-’5[1\"::. [n'-*.-iif(-l-.t of the l..‘a
Grande National banl, then dwelt up-
on the relation hetween the boy and
the bank, piving the hoys some very
sound advice ahout thrift

John H. Rudd, an esteemed ex-
wen of La Grande, also greeted the
ussembly, At the conelugion of the
program  Mra. Clark and the Boy
| Seouts served refreshments pnd an
finformal reception wans held.
| A noteworthy fuct brought out was
that the troop has earned $500 since
July 1, although that sum was not
saved but spent for useful purposes

Several husiness and professional
men contributed to the second-prize
gift. They included T, J. Seroggin
,of the U. 8. National, F. J. Holmes,
Dr. C. T. Bacon, Attorney John S.
Hodgin, Dr. R. E. L. Holt and F. L.
| Lily.

Clark |
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COUNTY LEVY 15
FIKED BY COURT
95 HILLS

TOTAL IN LA GRANDE, FOR ALL
PURPOSES. AMOUNTS
TO 395 MILLS

STATE TAX REQUIRES A
LEVY OF NEARLY 3 MILLS

With Naming of County Levy Late
Yesterdny  Afternoon  Taxpayers

Now  Acquainted With Complete
Levy in  All Cities, Towns and
School  Districts—Call  Warrants

Levy of 1.3,
1

——

I Praperty owners of La Grande have
| to meet a totul levy for all purposes
tof 306 mills, Late yesterday cven-
ingr the county court and commission-
¢rs fixed the county levy at 11.2 |
| mills, which with an additional call
for warrants levy of 1.3, makes a to-
tal of 12,5 mills Tor all ¢ounty pur-

ipum-.a This ineludes, of course, the
| stute tax  requiremernts which are
higher than last wyear,

lThe county court fixed the county |

levy us follows:

|" Geoneral fund .....c000000..07

| School Tund 211 |

| High schoal J.....usia i !
Litrary e alal i

| Indigent soldiers .......... 05
State o ST AT, e e 276 |
TRl o suiviaipioiine s <aince s sules s 11.8
Call wWiarrants .....svisvais 1a |
The wvarious cities and school dis-

| tricts of the county huve various lev-
ies for loenl neads, In La Grande,
for instance, the eity levy is 15 mills
even, and the school levy 12, which
makes o total in La Grande of 8305
| mills,

'Young Man Meets
A Sudden Death

]
—— I

Wilbur McCully, Former Yale .‘\lh-1
lete, and Joseph Banker, Suecumbs
After Prolonged iness,

Wilbur McCully, erstwhile banker |
at Joseph, son of the pioneer mer-
chant, 1. D, McCully of Joseph, and |
a Yale athlete of prominence for a
time, died suddenly yesterday after-
noon at 4:20. The deceased has been |
in ill health for about four years,
but his death came as a sharp sur-|
prise. He was compelled to give up |
hiz position as caghier of the Firat |
National bank of Joseph, a position
he had filled creditably, when a gen-
eral brenkdown overtook him. Since
then he has been able to be about
some but never fully recovered,

He is survived by the widow, Mrs,
MeCully, who is o davghter of Mrs, |
Cnhoon of this city, |

The funeral will be held tomororw
afternoon at 2:30 from the Elks' au-
ditorium, of which order he was a|
member, and the funernl will take
place in the Masonic cemetery. '

He was 84 years old and of fine!
physique, l

The casket will not be opened at
the auditorium, but friends may view
the remains st 14508 Penn,«lyf\'unin,
the Family residence. |

'Eye Witness to Salem
Murders is Quizzed

Girl Tells How Her Companion Firet
Shot Marion Hotel Clerk and ‘Thea
Committed Suicide in Her Room.
Salem, Ore., Dec. 20.—(Specinl)

The Salem police today quizzed Lil

linn. Knightlinger, of Salem, who is

the only eye witness to the murder

Thomans W. Cummings in the Mar
ion hotel yesterdny, and the e
quest  suicide, by Myrtle Wh
Portland,  Cummings was the n
clerk 4t the hotel,

Mrs. Knightlinger said she  had
gone to her buth room when Cum
mings knocked at the door of the bud
room the two girls occupied.  Clad
only in her nightpown Myrtle went
to the door and shot Cummings and
then suicided

Miss Knightliner said Myrtle hul
arranged five cartridges around the
clock the night before the shooting
and that when Lillinn asked the rea-
ion Myrtle only Inughed. |

Cumming's uncle from Corvallis, |
and a cousin from Eugene, have ar-
rived and other relatives in Mon- |
tana have boen notified. The police |
believe Cumming's cooling affection
catsed the tragedy., The police also
found that he had been writing lot- |
ters to four other girls.

1Ent

(Continued on page 8.)

SEGOND HEAVY
SNOWFALL HITS
[HI5 SEGTION

WHILE TRAINS ARE DELAYED
SNOW NOT REAL CONTRIB-
UTING CAUSE OF FACT.

SILVER THAW AVERTED BY
LACK OF HEAVY FROSTS

Wires Bend Under Load of Sogpy
Snow But Kind Wind Eventually
Shakes Loose the Burden and Com-
munication and Light Wires Are
Suved—All  Traing  Behind  Time
This Morning,

Although about seven inches of
fresh and unusually wet and heavy
snow fell in the valley last night,
with correspondingly greater volume
in the mountains, it was not the snow
that crippled railroad teaffic last
night or this morning.

Street cleaning depertments had n
busy time getting the walks and
strects opened up. This it the second
bige snowfull in the past few weeks,

Silver Thaw Narrowly Averled,

Lost™ midnight the sopgy snow
fustened itself to wires about the city
and  glistened under the arve lights,

County Office On |
Its Last Legs Now;

County Recorder Proctor’s Office |
Spon to Be Merged With That of |
the County Clerk—Detuils Volum- |
inous. |

January first the office now huhl]
by H. D. Proctor—that of county re-|
corder of conveyunces, pecomes i mae- |
ter of history, the office having been
abolished by the lust legisluture, ul'-l
fective January 1. While the records |
and books generally will remain
where they now are, the work will be
directed by the county clerk’s office,
and some of the records of the clerk’s
office will be moved into what are
now archieves of the county recorder.

There is considerable detail to be
worked out by County Clerk-elect
MeCormick.  Just how the deputies
will be distributed, he is not ready to
announce.  Who will be the jof
deputy in the recording departmeén
of the clerk’s office is not made pub-
lic at this time either, But the vol-
uminous nmount of business thut has
been added to the clerk’s office Ill_‘.l.'u!-l'
sarily will require much detailed re- |
arrangement. !

[RIVERIA
!'I‘!mrmlay Evening Program to Re
| Rendered As Pre-holiday  Event,
J Thursdny evening, beginning it 8|
Iu'cluult. the Purent-Teachers' associn- !
*litm of the Riveria school district will
fmeet and listen to a program of the
| following complexion:
| " Recitation, ‘fHiawatha,"
| Steenblock.

Play, “Ring Out the Joy Bells,"
Fifth grade,

PARENTS T0O MEEL |

Garnet

Recitation, “The Night Before
!t'lu‘i:«tmua," Hessie Swalberg.
| Address, Rev. G, L. Clark.
f DRESSED HOG FOR XMAS

|Rev. Roberts of Methodist Church |
 South Recipient of Generous Gift,

This morning Rev. Roberts of the

GUN PLAY T

| ™ it

BAKER'S HIGH
JGHOOL PARTY

JANITOR SHOOTS AT BOYS WHO
WERE DISTURBING PARTY
TEACHERS ATTENDED

SUPT, STRANGE PURSUES
BUT CAN'T IDENTIFY THEM

e

Sheriff Investigating Situation Tu-
day—Believed Possible That One
of the Band of Boys Whas Injured
When Janitor Fired Shotgun At
the Group and Dispersed Them.

—

Baker, Ore., Dec. 20.—(Special)—
Chief of Police today is in\'upfitgat}n
a disturbanee at the Baker higE
school last night. A number of boys
disturbed a teachers' party and Jani-
tor A, D. Beasley fired a shotgun,
dispersing them. School Superintend-
Strange pursued the hoys but
was unable to identify any. It is be-
lieved that possibly one wus slightly
injured,
Shooting Affair Deplored.

Buker, Ore, Dee. 20,—(Special)—
The lmnhlu‘ia anid to have arisen
when several young men students
visited the high school building,
where & party was being given by the
young ladies of the faculty, Tt was
a fancy dress or costumo affair, to

while the wires sagged threateningly, | Methodist ehurch, South, received a which no masculing guests were in-

Happily for telegraph, telephone and
eleetric light companies, n wind ¢ame
up and blew off the snow before a
freewe set in.  Portland's famous sil-
ver thaw would have been repeated
locally, compared to what
have happened here in the event of a
sharp frost this moming.
v Muil Carriers Suffer,

Lugging great sacks of mail and
packages, the city mail  carrviers
tramped through the snow this morn-
ing under handicaps and impediments,
Like all good workmen, they stayed
with the job until the walks were
clenred off,

Railroading 1s On Slow Basis.

Considerable congestion in Lrans-
continental passenger traffic has
been prevalent in Eastern Orepon
the past night and this moming, In
the first place, all trnins from the
east are very late, due to bnd weath-
er along the route, and in the second
pluce, two freight cars off the track
at Meacham in such o way that both
the siding and main line were blocked,
helped tie up transportation several
hours.

Last night's No. 18, due at mid-
night, arrived here several hours

late and wos held three hours in the !

local yards, due to the Meacham trou-
ble, where great abundance of snow
returded the rerailment work. The
train proceeded westward at 8:30 this
morning, Number 4, the morning
train from Portland, was held on the
other side of the two box curs, arriv-
ing here a few minutes ahead of No.
6, the noon train.
Stop Running on Time,

Tonight's trains from the east are
ngain late, A stuly running as No.
19 i8 due to arrive on time, but the
regular No, 5 is seven hours Lite and
regular No. 19 is two hours lute,

The fust mail due here lust even-
ing arrived this forenoon as first No,
17, being about three hours more
than 12 hours lute. The second see-
tion followed in ruther closely. The
seeond section is the repular mor-
ing No. 17,

|‘:||,’hl muil and CXPress cars. an tln'
first No. 17 were packed tight. Fx-
press and mail departments, ns well
bingeagemen, were flooded  with
work for two hours just before noon

hnndling the over-nhundance al
Lrilins,

Both rotaries were ol on the hill
keeping  the heavy snow  off the
tracks.  Absence of wind and  the
riness of the snow made the 4now
plows merely precautionary,
RUMORED RAIDS LEAD

TO FRESH BORDER AID

Ajo,

Pross)

Ariz, Dee,
Two companie

240 { United

i of the Four-

teonth infantey have asvived at Yumu |

la bt wean

patroel the district
and the bhordor, on e
ened Villista raida, The Lroops were
deployed southwnrd as the border is
28 miles distunt. Tt s
the troops  will  remain  several
months.  The arrival here followed
# department of justice investigution
of conditiona.

Ajo
ount ‘of threat-

WEATHER FORECAST.
Fair, except unsettled and prob-
ably rain in Western Oregon. Enst-

ern Oregon colder with south to west
winds,

understood |

dressed hog from friends in Imbler, |
[ hy express,  The pustor was not slow
:in getting the 176-pound porker to
(his_home, where feasting commenced
in due course of time. Rev, Roberls |

the Christmas package.

Post Office Rec_ords
1 Shattered This Week

Great Crush of Business Is Being |
Huandled With Difficulty, As Foree !
Is Curtniled by Sickness,

The prosent week promises to:
smash  all  records in  postoffice
money-orda’ husiness.  Day hefore
yesterdny the sale of orders in the
4 Grande office was the greatest in
any one day in the history of the post
office. Most of the orders were do-
mestic, few going out of the country.

With Miss Snook, a clerk, in the
hospital, and Postmaster Bragg him-
self “under the weather,” the force
at the postoffice is ¢ombatting the
terrific Christmas crush with forti-
tude und good success, in spite of
handicaps,  Every afternoon sees a
big lincup of packonge bearers wait-
ing Tor stumps at the windows. The
purcels post buginess is heavy, and
the records will show La Grandeers
are generous glvers,

Huines Pastor “Speaks Out”
Haines, Ore,, Dec, 20.—(Special)—

The eltizens of Huines rveceived n

seathing denuneintion from the Bap-

tist pulpit Sunday morning, when
the pastor charged that gambling
and hootlegging  were going on in

Huines right along, that minors were
beingr given liguor, a condition that
should be remedied immediately, and
he proposed a petition that everyone
in the house wias asked to sign. This
petition will be presented to the city
| Lounail,

Huntington Club Nearly Rendy.

[ Huntington, Ore, Dee. 20— (Spo-
einl}—"The construction work on the
w ptlrowd elubhouse s rapidly

the contractor N, €.

tuking on form,
‘ & ting i the

en reporting weathor per-
mity He HE surely have it eompleted
by Junuuey L 1t sl have o nntly
appeasranee ol will cost  approxi-

mutely E00 whon Tindshoed.

NORTH MOWDER CARE T
BE DECIDED BY COURT
Salem, Ove,, Dee. 20,—(Special)
The Supremoe eourt \nli.ny decided the

Violet Parket ot al ve, Grace Kolsoy
ot al  (uppellants); appealed from

Inion com Lowas a gull to quiet
title. Burnett affirmed Clr-
it Judge Knowles' opinion.  The
|suit wans bhrought to establish the

plaintiffs’ vight to land through oral
agreemont which Kolgey used in his
| lifetime. I'he  litigonts  yeside ot

1‘.‘\'”71“ Powder.

| CONTROL CLOVER SICKNESS

) The results obtained in ex-
perments in clover-sick reigions, he
ing curried on by the department in
cooperntion with the Indinnn  and

ko fur

Wikconsin experiment - stations, indi-
cate that in the cases investigated the
incorparation of eentain green man-
ures, secomplishes a control of this

vited, When the boys appeared at
the bhuilding, the teachors present
phoned hoth to Beasley and Professor
Strange, the former arviving first.
It was at this juncture that the shots
W

would |and family are much gratified ovep | Were fited, several of the boys being

hit a§ noted above,
Professor Strange arrived, hearing
Ll thﬂu shortly before he got there:
He spid that he heard three or four
shots, possibly more, and saw the
boys running, As they hulted, he
hiself grave chuse and the boys dis-
appeared, he seeing them no more
nnd unable to identify any by name.
He then met Beusley, but said he ETA
no weapon in the latter's possessfon,
nor did he actually see the shots
firod, although he heard several of
them, ‘tlm first when he was ap-
I:mm-hmg and again when the boys
ad been driven off the first time,
presumably by Bensley.  Professor
Strange did not desire to be quoted
on his conversation with Beasley or
others as to the affair. He was at
home when the call came for help
from the young Indies and went to
their rescue, arriving ns Stated, just
after the first shots were fired,
Professor Strange deeply regreited
the affui and while gratified that
none of the boys were seriously hurt,
expressed opinion that they were re-
sponsible for the trouble ﬂn,- visiting
the high school building for the pur-
polie of mischief-making, Neverthe-
css, he deplored the shooting and
will aid the suthorities in every way

possible to get to the bottom of the
affair,

A moment later

BEAVERTON POSTOFFICE
ROBBED OF VALAUBLES
Beaverton, Ore,, Dee, 20,—( Unitad
‘ress)—A  burglar rifled the regis-
ll'.l'l.'l'i miil and the postoffice till »f
G00 worth of Christmas presents,
He jimmied the rear door. A posse
5 pursuing

Governor a4 Moose,
<Salem, Dee, 20~ (Spevial )—The
governor of every state in the union
s o member of the Moose lodge, ae-
cording: to Dictator Benjamin Brick,
ineluding

A H:I_l' governor of  Oregon.
Governor Withycombe was the last
Lo Join,  Therefore, in order to make

the chain complete, Governor Withy-
combe was induced to sign an appli-
cation for membership into the Loyal
Order of Moose and he was properly
imitiated on the evening of 'I'm!,ari;:).'.
Deoe. 12 '

Send the Christmas
Observerto Your
Friends

2]

A limited number of the Christ-
mas Edition of The Observer will
be =old at 10 cents, including mail-
ing and postage,

Those who desire to send them
away need only phone The Ob-
server, Main 27, the addresses and
The Observer will do the rest.

trouble,




