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so much pleasure, to so many people, for so long a time, at so little cost as a
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No matter how much money you are going to spend for Christmas, some should go for music to make your Christmas brighter. And no one thing will givé i

We have twenty different models ranging in price from $15 up—one for every place, to suit every taste, and to fit every purse. We’ll combine any of them,
with a set of records, into a Christmas outfit on special Christmas terms-

W. H. BOHNENKAMP COMPANY

DEALERS

La Grande

COLUMBIA GRAFONOLA ,

UBLG LANDS
MUGH SOUGHT

U. S. Land Office Here Has Remark-
ably Busy Year—Progressive Laws
Enacted to Enhance Interest of the
Homesteader,

) i

By NOLAN SKIFF
{Receiver U. 8. Land Office)
the local United States land office,

situated at La Grande, Ore,, indicates
that the trend of the times is to ap-

approprinte and utilize the agricul-!

tural possibilities of our country. Va-
eant public lands in this district, on
July 1, 1016, amounted to GH3,880
acres of surveyed and 15,988 acres of
unsurveyed  land, The buginesz
handled by the office during the pe-
viod from November 30, 1915, to No-
vember 30, 1016, inclusive, shows n
marked increase in the public interest
taken in agriculturnl pursuits.

duce to profitable cultivation a por
#ion of the remaining public domain.

——

'vived from the La Grande land of-
/fice, from @ payroll standpoint, are
'not great as there are spproximately
$8500 disbdrsed in salaries each fis-
'eal year. However, when we consid-

er that thousands of entrymen visit |

the local office annually in connec-
tion with perfecting their entries, the
 commercical advantages of having the
|'Ional land office located in La Grande
are manifest. Uncle Sam, in all de-
partments, conducts his great busi-
ness in gn inconspicuous manner, and
through the smooth-working machin-
ery of the interior department, an

area that was once a vast wilderness | quire public lands.
l.'llﬂﬁ

been gradually

applied to the farms of Virginin and
other parts of the east.
Liberal Laws Passed,

Since the passage of the Act of
June 6, 1012, commonly known as the
three-vear homestead law, congresa
has pasged liberal laws for nequiring
title to public lands. The land laws
passed to govern the transfer of the

reclnimed and | lieve, has been vesponsible for a con-
made into heautiful and profitable | siderable percentage of the increase
homesteads, Some day the expression |in the land office business, in the
! “old homestend” will have the same |states where the enlarged homestead |
The volume of business handled bY wyitile meaning that it now has when |law is effective |

public domain to lands in private own- | than ten years there will be no publie
propor- | land  of
Some of the recent acts that | availalile
most directly affect the interests of [the work started by William Penn, in |
This | the entryman are, of all the land laws | 1681, after 245 years of legislation to |
g probably due largely to the fact | most interesting to the public. Under |mest the needs that have constantly |
that the high prices of farm prod- | he act of June 6, 1912, after the nl- |arvisen in the undertaking, the great |
wets, coupled with the enactment n\'lln\vum'v of u homestead applieation | work of digposing of the government- |
Hberal land laws, has induced eiti-|ond the establishment of residonce, | gwned
zons agriculturally inclined to brave | the entryman is permitted to be ab- | States will be completed and the pub- | 4
the hardships of pioneer life to re-|sont from the land for one or two | lic domain will have passed to pri- %
'vate ownership. | &

crahip have nassumed wvast

tions,

leontinuous periods of not to execed in

the agrregate five months in each

During the entry year mentioned, | veur, dating from the establishmenti

ahe local office has nllowed 712 orig- |

inal and additional homestend appli-
entions and 21 timber or stone appli-
cations, in nddition to a number of
desert land declarations and public

sales nuthorized by the commissioner |

of the general land office. The
amount of money received in connec-
tion with the dispesition of publie

karge, amounting to the sum of $52,-
775.11,  Of this amount $H0,686.85
has been earned and eonverted into
the treasury of the Uni*ed States, Tt
required 23,220 communications be-
tween tho land office and its patrons
to handle this vast volume of busi-
ness.
Serinl System in Vogue,

The sertal register system, which
is an officical record of all filings,
was introduced into the local land
offices July 1, 1008. My present

term of office commenced June 1,/

1918, and up to the present time the
serinl register has increased 4707
numbers.

The benefits to the community de-

Therefore, an entry-
three yeuars

of residence

| man, upon

ory proof with only 21

[tunl residence to hia eredit., |lect a beautiful blooming plant for |
Homesteader Mrofected. | her Christmas tnble, and it's off your
If an entryman cannot getunlly cul- mind, Al reasonably priced. Lal
tivate the amount required for com- Grande Seed and Floral Co. 12-15-2t

compliance | waste any time thinking about what
with the law, can submit a satisfact-| you nre going to give your wife for
months' nc-| Christmas.

[ pliance with the law, owing to the re-.
lands for this period is unusually | quived amount of cultivable land not!

existing upon his entry, upon a suf- |
ficient application and showing of
facta, after the examination of a spe- |
Leind agent on behalf of the govern-
ment, the area of cultivation required
is reduced,

The Act of September 5, 1914, per-
mits an applicant who has lost, for-
feited, or abandoped a former entry
to make a second application govern-
ed by prescribed regulations. These
applications are seldom denied by the
department,

The Act of March 3, 1815, allows
an additionnl entry after proof has
been mnde on the original, In this
instance, it is required that both the

'mesting of the stockholders

11:|'1"||.,',i11[ll and the additional must bel—Ad\'. 12-6 to 1-8.

contiguous, and both must be desig-
nated under the enlarged homestead
act (Act of February 19, 1909),

The most liberal law published in
recent years by congress is the Act
of July 8, 1918, allowing additional
entries of noncontiguous lands. This
act is a liberal one and has done
much to stimulate the acquisition of
vacant lands. Immediately upon its
passage, thousands who had exhaust-
ed their homestead rights under the
laws then in existence, hastened to
take advantage of this new statutory
provision to extend their rights to ac-
This act, we be-

Greater Possibilities In "Store.

There is at present contempluted |
legrislntion hefore congress to make
possitile the tuking up of 640-acre en-
tries of wacant and ur:nppropriut:dl
lands, and should this bill pass with-
in the near future, ns it is expected
that it will, it would be reasonable to
assume “probably  within less

congequence that will be
for the homesteader,” and |

pubilic lands of the United

Mr. Business Man,
Bugy there days, of course. Don't! ¥

, | B
Step in Monday and se- | §

Notice to Stockholders,

Notice is hereby given to the stock-
holders of the United States National
Jank of La Grande, that the annual
of the!
said bank, will be held at their Iurm!-r.~| f

[
|

ing house in La Grande, Oregon,
on  Tuesday, January 0, 1917, be-|
tween the hours of 10 &
andd 4 p. m. for the purpose of
electing a board of directors for the
ensuing year, and trangacting any
other business that may come befora
the meeting.
Dated at La Grande, Oregon, this
6th day of Decomber, 1916,
T. J, SCROGGIN,
Coshier,

Make Your Present
One Worth While

A selection from our FURNITURE stock need not be expensive to express the
Christmas sentiment, but it is sure to be a daily reminder of the regard of the

Buy This Year
Pay Next Year

Period Furniture

Nothing finer has ever been shown
in La Grande.  All the latest de-

Sectional Book Cases
Start the veap right with a few
_ I _ _ . sections and wateh your book case
SIRNS. 'L‘“.‘.-‘*’lf" PARCES :ul.‘[ -y 3_1“1'5' grow. We handle the Globe-Wer-
Adams, William and Mary, Jaco- : o ; :

: nicke sections in many designs.

hean, Windsor Chairs, -

Decorated Bed Room
Suits

The very latest word in bed room
furnishings, Will make any wom-
an happy.  Numerous designs.

China Closets

Perhaps a China Closet will make
yvolr dining room complete.  We
never had a better variety, lLook
them over.

We Have Less Expensive Gitts
CARR FURNTURE CO.
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