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15 SPREADING

The alfalfa weevil is spreading in a
way which makes is possible that
sooner or later every section of the
country will have to consider the pro-
blem of guarding against this pest.
During the 12 years since the weevil
was introduced into America it has
been confined to the limits of the
Great Basin of the West, but iz has
been found this year by the Bureau of
Entomology at Malta, McCammon,
Pocatello, and Blackfoot, Idaho, all
well within theh Snake Rive drnina?e
system, and at Duchesne, Utah, in
the Colorado River system, which,
like that of the Snake, slopes to the
Pacific, Within the Great Basin the
weevil has spread as far south as
Richfield, into the alfalfa fields of
central Utah. The insect in spreading
across the continental divide, depart-

lgnr:led merely as passing a conven-
{ient landmark rather than as sur-

mounting a barrier, for experience has
not shown that it spreads faster
along rivers than across mountaln
ranges. Nevertheless, it is now many
miles nearer to important alfalfa-
growing districts which have hitherto
felt safe from its attack.
Description Of The Weevil

A description of the alfalfa weevil
and methods of combating its ravages
are contained in a new publication of
the department, Farmers' bulletin
741, The spread of the pest has, as a
matter of fact been slower than was
at one time feared, but its progress
has been steady. In Utah and in small
portions of Idaho and Wyoming,
where it now exists, it has caused at
times a loss of 50 per cent of the
first cutting of alfalfa and a total
loss of the second cutting,

In order that farmers in those sec-
tions in which the weevil has not yet
appeared may be able to recognize the
pest and to protect their crops from
it, the bulletin contains details of its
habits and of its appearance in the
various life stages, The weevil is most
easily discovered in the form of the
full-grown larva, It is then a green

ment entomologists say, is to be re-

worm-like creature one-fourth of an

inch long- with a black head and a
a faint white stripe running down
the middle of the back. It feeds upon
the leaves of alfalfa mainly during
late May, June, and curly July and
may be found by sweeping the tops
of the plants with an insect net or
by looking for the notches in the
leaves where it hns fed, When the lar-
vae are numerous they destroy most
of the tender growth and cause the
field look as if frostbitten when view-
ed from a distance,

The adult insect is an oval, brown
heetle, _three-sixteenths of an inch
long, with a prominent snout. Its col-
or frequently is nearly black. This
heetle is harder to discover than the
larva, but, on the other hand, is pre-
sent in the field the whole year round.
In witner it can be found by digging
around the crown and roots of alfalfa
plants.

Control Measures

The alfalfa weevil does not hiber-
nate definitely. When the weather is
cool the adults arc quiet, but wtih
warmer temperatures they quickly re-
sume their activities, Egg laying be-
ging in early spring and is usually
ended by June 10, One efficaciou;s
method of controllng the pest then
is to destroy the eggs by pasturing

DOINGS OF THE DUFFS

the first crop up to thut time. A sim-
ilur result may be obtained by cutting
the alfalfa green and feeding it as a
soiling crop.

If this is not done, the Iarvae hatch
i large numbers about the last week
of May, or earlier, and eat the alfalfa
leaves go rapidly that the plant is un-
able to outgrow the injury, After the
dield is cut the lurvae which have been
feeding upon the first crop guther up-
on the buds of the stubble and fre-
qucntl{! consume all of the second
crop. By that time most of the in-
sects have completed their growing
period and have gone unto the pupal
or resting stage. The Inter growth of
the crop, therefore, does not suifer
from them,

To protect the crop pasturing as
has been said is effective in the early
part of the season, The field should be
divided intp two or three lots, and
each lot should be pastured alter-
nately, the animals being left in it
until the alfalfa has been eaten down
close to the groud. The numbeg and
size of the lols should be prapoertion-
el to the producing power of the field
and the number of animals to be pas-
tured, so that each lot may be grazed
about once in two weeks. Pasturing
should be continued until most of the
weevil egirs have been laid, which in
practice means u little later than the
usual cutting time for the first crop.
This method cas the additionaly ad-
vantage of providing an economicnl
method of afttening live stock. Com-
bined with the proper fesd of grain,
alfalfa pasture is excellont for put-
ting on weight, and it is said that
many farms would probably be more

ed around the pasturving of stock on
alfalfa, with the growing of enough
other crops to provide grain and gor-
age throughout the year,

If the weevil are killed early in
the year, they may be destroyed after
the first crop has been remaoved by
getting rid of all the vegetation in
the field; erushing the clods, and fil-
ling the cracks so as to expose the en-
tire surface to the sun. This is best
done by covering the field by dust
muleh, the dust being an additional
means of killing the weevils. Success
obviously depends upon doing th e
work when the ground is dry and the
weather warm and bright.

The second erop may also be pro-
tected by spraying the stubble. Spray-
ing may also be resorted to in the
spring. "rom 50 to 100 gallons per
acre of a mixture or arsenite of zine
and water, in the proportion of 4
pounds of powder in 100 gallons are
used for this purpose. The apparatus
best suited to this purpose is describ-
ed in the buletin, Still another recom-
mendation made in this bulletin is the
stimulation of the growth of the alfal-
fa by cultivating the field in the
spring. This does not destroy the
weevils but it serves to produce a lar-
ger and earlier yield when their at-
tacks make early cutting necessary.

Up to the present, however, more
farmers are concerned with prevent-
ing the alfalfa weevil reaching their
field than they are controlling them.
No one knows exactly how the weevils
spread, but certain facts in regard to

this matter have been ascertained.
It is known for example, that the in-
sects are often found in green alfalfa
fresh from the field and in second-
crop hay and among potatoes which
have been in contact with it. They are
found also in cured alfalfa hay, es-
pecially that of the second cutting. Po-
tatoes often are hauled in cars upon
a bedding of green alfalfa hay, and
there is danger that the weevil may
be transported in this way. On the
other hand there is no evidence to
show that the weevil spreads more
rapidly along railways than else-
where.

MONEY LEFT TO CHARITY

Wealthy Chicago Man Makes Gifts of
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Over Half Million

Chicago, Sept. 4—Charitable be-
quests approximating $700,000 was
provided for in the will of the late
Norman W, Harris,

The document, dated January 24,
1911, disposes of an estate estimated
at more than $12,000,000, the bulk of
which is left in trust for the benefit
of the widow nnd five children. The
income will be distributed in accord-
ance with the inheritance laws of Il-
linoig,

An immediate distribution of $1,-
500 000 in real and personal property
will be made among the six heirs.

The largest charitable bequest is
500,000, This sum, according to the
language of the will, is “for benevo-
lent, charitable, educational or public
objects, as may be specified and re-
quested in writing signed by the
widow and children, or by a majority
of them, or the survivora of them, or a
majority of the survivors of them.”

ALIENATION IS CHARGE

Dr. D, R. Schmutz Demands $50,000
of Realty Broker

New York, Sept. 2—Dr. Louis R.
Schmutz, of the Hotel Empire, sued
for divorce in the supreme court
against Mrs, Mabel M. Schimutz, At
the same time he brought action for
alienation of his wife’s affections
against J. Arthur Belden, a real es-
tute broker, at 215 West One Hun-
dred and Twenty-fifth street, from
whom he demands 850 000,

Dr. Schmutz says he and Mrs.
Schmutz were married in 1006 in Buf-
falo and that for four years they lived
happily. On information and belief
he asserts, Belden exercised an in-
fluence and control over Mrs. Sch-
mutz and won her affections,

Grange Fair Opens

Cottage Grove, Or., Sept, 14.—The
loeal grange fair opens today and
continues for three days. The ex-
hibite nre good, but owing to the late-
ness of the season everything is from
three to four weeks later than usual,
Owing to the conflict of dates, this
city will ot be represented at the
county fair being held in Eugene this
waoek,

profitable if their management center- | *
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: New
Director
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If you wish your name to appear in
our System Directory soon to be
printed, or if you wish some change
made in your name let us know at
once.
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ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO."
AUSTIN BROWNELL, Manager |
HOUSE WIRING A SPECIALTY

Sur - lies and Heating Devices

Phone Main 726

Sommer Hotel Building, next to Western Usifon
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D.R.FON

CELEBRATED CHINESE HERB CO.
(30 years of wonderful cures)

The Famous Chinese Herbs for All Allments of S
Both Sexes o

CONSULTATION FREE

Office Hours 16008 Jeffercon Ave, -
98, mto6p m La Grande, Ope.

WHY? |

We Consider Your Success
Paramount to Qur Own B

Because ow: suecess depends on the developmens of the
communities served by us and the prosperity of thelr inhabitants. ;
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We have made large investments for your convenience and e J
oom!wt,inpmputywhlchcmmtbamtowﬁ. J;l"

locality if our business does proaper
fore not only from public spirit':'ltnm but f::n: m
wewhhhmhwithgyminmytﬂngmndhahm

the welfare

community, i
No proposition is too small to receive our and
thorough consideration and active cmnmnt.m \ A

Power Co. i

Telephone Main 34

Eastern Oregon Light & ?E
§

Always at Your Service
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Trade With me
Today!

I don' care with whom you traded yes-
terday or last year—trade with me today.
Your business should go to the store which
deserves it. If you'll investigate, you'll find
that we deserve your patronage on every
score—attractive, well-kept, and neatly dis-
played goods, moderate prices, liberal credit,
prompt deliveries,

NUTTER’S STORE

The Only Exclusive
PAINT & WALL PAPER HOUSE in La Grande
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