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THE SOCIALIST PLATFORM

La Grande, July L.—(To the Edi-
tor)—The La Grande Socinlist local
submits the following self-explained
article for the perusal of Observer
rendern:

It T Were President
BY ALLAN L. BENSON

(Socinlist Candidate for President)

Hereis an article by Allan 1. Ben-
son, Sovinlist eandidute for president,
that sppenrs in the current issue of
the weekly magazine, “Every Week”,
In pointing out why this irticle was
published the editor of “Every Week”
has the following to say:

“In a vague sort. of way, you and
1 know something #bout Socialism,
But the question | have frequently
asked myself is, “Suppose the Sociul-
ists were really to elect o president
—what specifien®ly would he do?' 1
put the question up to Mr. Allan L.
Benson, whom the Socialist Parly has
nominuted for the presidency, and his
answed is here passed on to you, It
is & good thing for an editor onee in
a while to print an article, with every
single paragraph of which he disa-
grees.”

“Every Week's" oditor, however,
will be surprised to learn how muny
of his resders agree with many, if
not all of the paragraphs, appearing
in the article which is as follows:

If 1 were President of the United
States, 1 would keep the country
out of war over techniealities of

would be gone, and iy their actual
vilue as physical assets would re-
muin, Whenever necossary, 1 would
urgd the application of the same prin-
ciple of government competition for
the ascertainment of real values, 1
doubt, however, whether it avould be

necessary Lo make mote than one
demonstrution.
We have been tryving for many

yenrs to reduce the price of unthra-
¢ite coal, with the result that we have
gained g number of legel “victories”,
while the price of conl has continued
to nscend. 1 would urge congress to
juequire and opernte the coal mines,
{1 would urge that the present owners
be paid in government bonds a sum
equivalent to the cost of reproducing
their machinery and buildings. 1
should not be in favar of paying a
cent to anyhody who may pretend to
own the vonl in'the ground. What no
mun made ne man should be paid for.

Government Farms and Farm Mach-
. inery

THE UNITED States Department
of Apriculture a fow monthe ugo is-
(sued a bulletin, the substance of
{which was that small farms could not
be made to puy; that considerable
copital is required to make agriculture
remunerative, We also know that land
in many states 15 becoming S0 ex-
pensive that farmers can not affard
o own it—a foct that is proved by
the constant increase in  the per-
|ct=utm.:1- of furms tilled by tenants.

“try to divest myself of the power to |

‘war or remain at pence is too often

international law as long as [ had the 1y Jowa, where land is exceedingly
lpower to get ';i_lu country into war. high, the lust census revealed an ac-
But at the emliest moment | would 'tua loss of population.
L : Ly vt bl I regard high-priced land in & no-
get the country into war. AIE (qUES- tion g preat deal as physicinns resgnrd
ign of whetnél & nation shall go 1o |hip:h lood-pressure in a hnrnlun hotly
: 0 —as a danger sign. 1 should, there-
%cwmir;lut: by it;i‘ ftﬂl‘ﬁ’lﬂ'" pulwlt}"k. 15 'fore, gﬁ ('l;l!l‘l(i!ti.l!ﬂ“};l :l}laqut Ilt_l “lI' re-
do not believe that any mun should move the danger—svhich is, 1 believe,
have the power to determine “’h"_'-h“"lthu private ownership of land for ex-
o national shall go to war or remain * | ploitive purposes, I should urge the
peace. | believe that the foreign pol- " congress to ennct a law under  the
icies of this government should be terms of which the government should
determined by Congress; and that the immediately acquire, nt the cost of
people, by refercndum, should have the buildings and fmrm wmachinery,
the power to halt Congress. every farm owned by one individunl
1 believe that diplomaey should be and vented by another, and also every
transferred from th{!I dark to the doy- farm operated by g corporation.
light; that the peop'c Sh"l"‘dr I;‘e'k(;pt 1 1 should not be in favor of disturb-
constantly, promptly, and fully 0= e by governmental purchasze any
formed as to [hl! progress of their wpovnat whoe is tilling his own  land.
diplomatic affoirs; and thmt ‘t’_\v:}-n But in another way 1 should try to
Congress should be denied the vight giepurh every farmer who is tilling
40 make way, gxeept to repel actual pig gwn land, 1 should try to disturh
invasion. 1 helieve that if we were to 'him by illustrating to him how much
attack any other nation, we should do ‘getter it would be to haye the owner-
;W ;Jﬂl}’ ﬂfli‘;‘ a 1"iil€]'"‘ll'-.\‘h"f th[’-hp"‘:ﬂ" _ship of all farm lllimi.-‘. lie Im the gov-
wnd so voted, and that those who VOR= tapment, T should urge the congress
clxm;]:t.lin pc‘tnlt"a, 1 5huuld]:m;l:rl":‘lf":f-‘!:‘-‘; :,u erect pood, t!llmful'llllllvl 'I'l:lnlll.‘]"l;
drait into & Army. . =] wuses and barns  on such  tenant
there cun he for a nation no happiness goece aa the government might ac-

— T

could throw me upon my back at any
moment, as well us any other man
or body of men connected with the
administration of the government. 1
should urge that the people op given
the power, to recall, at any moment,
any und every publie servant. I should
urge that the people be given the
right, by direct ballot, to enact and
repeal laws. 1 believe in the dem-
ogratic, both in politics and in in-
dustry. Either the people hove the
absolute right to rule everything con-
nected with the government, or they
have a right to rule nothing,

should try to get rid of things that
bring battleships into use. 1 should
urge congress to abandon all of our
colonial possessions and back up on
to this continent where we helong,
and where, if attacked, we should be
stromgest in defense. 1 would take no
chanece of having to wage a war 8000
miles away from home,
-

Monroe Doctrine Should Be Aban-
doned

I SHOULD abandon the Monroe
Doctrine  at  the earliest possible
moment. It was enacted to safeguard
our pesce, hut it has become one of
the greatest menaces to our peace. It
has become little more than & fuse
hungring from our window. Any pas-
ser-hy ean light it. 1t tukes from us
and gives to others the power to say
whether we shall remnin at peace, We
might vtimately have war i some
Buropean nation should colonize
South Ameriea; but we should surely
have instant war if we should try to
prevent it. 1 am not aware that it
would be a much greater undertaking
to bring an army from Furope to the
United States than from South Amer-
ien to the United States, and there-
fore 1 do not believe that keeping
Enropenn governmentz out of South
Americn adds anything to our secur-
ity. Moreover, I nm not so attached
to the Mexicans that 1 believe we
should have fared worse if the French
had remained in Mexice *vhen they
went in under Napoleon TIT,

I concede the right of all peoples
to self-government; in fact, 1 assert
it. It avould be morally wrong for any
nation to tey to force its government
upan any other people. But no nation
ean wigely undertake to stop all the
anoril wrongs that arve taking place
in the world, | helieve we should safe-
guard our own peace, and let the rest
of the world get along as hest it can.
Nationally speaking, the Don Quixote
role does not appenl to me, lat us
cease wronging other nations—as we
wronged Panamn, for instance, when
President Roosevelt “took™ the Canal
Zone___before we trouble onrselves
too much ahout preventing other na-
tions from wronging South and Cen-
tril Americans.

. » L
Preparcdness for Defense Only

I BELIEVE | haove indicated a

number of ways in which o Socinlist

| wovernment could diminish the likeli-

except in peace, 1 should immedintely quire. 1 should urge that such farms [hood of war, the most important  of

urge the people (o place under their o equipped with all  needed farm
own vontrol diplomaey and the war- o ehinery, and thut of the best kind.
making power, I should let such farms be used upon
. the puyment of w small sum annually
. Twenty Supreme Court Judges 1ty cover depreciation of buidlings and
PEACE having been safegusrded in fyrm  machinery. 1 should charge
this manner, 1 should go nbout it to. jgthing for the use of the land.
try to mnke peace worth while for | Efficiency Not the Only Thing
everybody in this country by prevent- I BELIEVE that such freedom of
ing everybody from taking from any- | ocoment would take away some of

body any part of the value produced
by his labor. In other words, I shoule
urgre Congrress to get vid of Lhe pro-
fit-taking capitalist class of aecquir-
ing and gperating, upon 115.-hnlf of the
peaple, the great industries and _th
groat natural resources of the United
States, If the Congress were n So-

clalist  Congress, it would be but al

matter of form to make the sugpest-
jon. If the Supreme Court of the
United States were, us it is. a capital-
ist court, it would undoubtedly, if it
hud an  opportunity, declare sor
legrislution to he unconstitutionul if
it were o eapitalist court, I should try
to make sure that it had no such on-
portunity. | would suggest to the
Congress that it increase the court
from nine to twenty, asnd  would
nominate eleven Socialist nwyers
complete the eourt and outvoete the
other nine.

There is nothing sacred about the
number ning as applied to this court.
In the beginning, it was composed of
seven to eight.  The court had decided
adversely to the administration in the
so-called “Lepal Tender Cases,” an
the extra judge wns added to enable
Grant to appoint a man who would
reverse the court’s decision, which he
did. But, while we should have re-
{pectable nuthority for increasing the
court to get our decisions, we shoul
use sneh measures only temporarily,
Ae quickiv an o constitutional amend-
moent cou'd be put through the state
legislaturo= we should take from the
court its usurped power to pass upom

the constitutionality of snets of con-|

gross, | say “usurped” because the
constitution pives the court ne such
power, and the court for years after
ite creation claimed no such power,
L] - L
Congress Should Operate Railroads
INASMUCH as transportation lies

at the bottom of our industrinl and
gocin] system, 1 ehould nrge Congress,
first, to ncquire and operate the rail-
ragide. | shoulil be in favor of bmying
the railronde and paying in govern-
ment honds whnt it would actnally
coxl o raproduce sm. 1 would sugpr-
gest that the b o drown to Tun

wnd that from the enrn-
eent of  the
taken every

e Tund for

fifty wonrs,
ingrs of the romd
faco value of
vear and plaeed in n
their redemplion at maturity,

' Do

the bonds b

I shoul vige that all of the grent
industries and all of our great natural
resources  be irodd the sams
manner—by paving in long-term gos
ernmant bonds,  If there were deter

of

anv by the Be

minsd for insteance

Trust—that the cost of reproducing
itn plant was seme fabulouz fipure,
T should urpe conirress to ot at the
exnet facts by entering the packing
business in competition with the trust
nnd gelling ment ot cost. A povern-

ment plant half the size of the trust's
wanld saqueeze ont the frust, The ex-
jtive value of the trust's properties

to |

|the drudgery of farm life, [ believe
it would do the Californin farmer
woad to farm in New York for o while,
and T believe it would do the New
York farmer good to farm in Califor-
nin for a while. Something might or
might not be lost in efficioncy. But
efficiency is not the only thing in this
world that is worth while, The enjoy-
ment of life is worth something.

I should not be in faver of com-
(pelling the farmoer who operates his
|own farm to sell it to the government.

But my constant purpose would he to

iNustrate the advantages to Le deriv-
ed by operating farms owned by the
United States, svhere everything from
houses to hoes were supplied by the
Fovernmend, .“_U Ideal woulll be u
farm  owned by the United States
government for every citizen of the
United States who might wish to
{opernte one and every [ arm in  the
country owned by the government,

I should work townrd this ideal be-
cause T believe that agriculture must
ever be the foundation of our pros-
perity; that capital is necessary to
make it “pay"”: and that the smali
|fnrm|-n operating upon the competi-
jtive basis, can not often accumulite
| the necessary cavitu!. Moreover, 1 be-
Nieve that everybody in this country
should have the right to make a liv-
Jing by applying his labor to the seil,
| We have here enough land to support
[in comfort ten times our present
population, Only the luw prevents us
'from using it; therefore, 1T would
lehange the law,

I should pay little or no attention
to  the foreigh commerce of the
United States. T should pay every at
tention to the domestic consumption
lof the United States. I should pro-
leepd wpon the theory that, in so far
as materin] thing= cnn condace  to
our happinesy, we are  mwnde happy,
not by what we ship abrond, but by
whatt we consume at home. We have

in thit country overy mmportant raw
Materinl that we reguive. 1 woun'd
put the enorgy of th Fovernment
haek of the tnsk of g our

|

feame

national rosoures to the 1 mensure
of our needs, 1 would have the govern.
mont become rigrnntic houselbuidler,
n gipantic furniture manufacturer, n )
wignntic food producer—a  rigantic
maker gl disteibiutor  of eversthing
muaterin]l thor iz nececasary to life and
neas, So loy nx there was an

1 need he factory conld

wonld have the rovernment

bot'd more foctories 1 should con
taider it n meflection upon my  ail-
ministeation and upon the Socializt
. after the ennctment of our

am, there were in Amerien a

hungry child, nan voluntarily idle
man, or 0 woman working  for  ten
dollars a woek,

T would » the government in-
foatrinlly r. but 1T would hoave the
people politieally bigger 1 should
urge lnws under which the people

which is the removal of competition
with  other  governments  for  the
workd's markets, A npation interested
only in domestic production and con-
sumption need not concern itsell with
exports and is therefore in less dan-
gor of attack, Still, such a nation
might be attacked.

Some capitalist nation might wish
to destroy the object lesson to humun-
ity that we should be giving on this
side of the Atlantie, 1 should be in
favor of weleoming sueh invaders, if

they  should  come, with anchored
mines that could be exploded with
¢'ectricity from shore, with sub-

marines, and with land fortifications,
A thousand submarines would cost
no more than a few dreadnoughts,
vel, if they were stationed at con-
venient points  alomg  our coasts,
transports would hardly venture near,
Anchored mines ure the things along
the German const that have long kept
the British novy away, Great Britain
does not try to remove them with her
mine-sweepers, Goerman  submiarines
and land guns prevent, Believing as
I do in defense, but notl in aprgression,
I should advoente weapons that are
best for defenge but worthless for
aggression. Such are anchored mines,
coast submarines, and land fortifica-
l‘i.m:::.

I should not expect to do all  of
these things in 4 minute. Yot it is
not so hig a task as it seems. Ger-
many, France and Great Britain have
taken over the control of many of
their grentest induostries in the last
Lwenty months, and, in addition, have
played their several parts in o tre-
mendous war, | beleve o Socialist
administration in four years =hould
make this country the wonder, the
admiration, and the envy of the world.

GEMS FROM THE BIBLE.

For behold, the day cometh., that
ghall burn as an oven; and all the
proud, vea, and all that do wickedly,
shiall be stubble; and the day that
vometh shall barn them up, saith the
Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them
neither root nor branch,

But unto you that fear my name,
sha!l the Sun of righteousness arise
with healing in his wings; and ye

hall wo forth, and grow up as calves
of the stall,

And yve shall tread down the wick-
ed; for they shall be ashes under the
soles of vour feet in the day that I
shall do this. saith the Lord of hosts.

Remember yve the law of Moses my

soervant, which I eommanded unto him
in Horeb for ull Isrnel, with the stat-
utes o judgmonts

Behold, 1 will send you Elijah  the
prophet bofore the coming  of the

preat and dreadful dny of the Lord;
Anid he shall turn the henrt of the
fathers to the children, and the heart
of the childeen to their faters, lest 1
and smite  the earth with a

CUrSe
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THE BIAMONI BRAND
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SOLD BY DRUGGISTS EVERYWNERE
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Ingtead of buoikling battleships,

STOP
PAYING

Don't give up that $10, $15, or $20 every month ;-mda
have nothing to show for it. Put it in a house and lot.
We Will Sell You a House For
That Rent Money
N

Or we will sell you a lot and build you a house on such

easy terms you'll hardly miss the money

We Will Do More

If you buy your lot from us, we will furnish you with a

desigm for the house and complete plans and

specifications for building it

ABSOLUTELY WITHOUT COST TO YOU

CALL AND SEE US K

Wmn. Miller & Bro.

115 Depot St. La Grande, Ore.

Foad.
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A Complete Car in Every Particular
And It's a Car You Will Be Proud te Own

It's the first complete car at anywhere near so low a
price.

It stands out alone—boldly—unapproached—a power-
ful five-passenger touring car complete for only $615.

Note that word “complete.”

That means Electric Starter, Electric Lights, Electric
Hom, Magnetic Speedometer—in fact, every necessary item.
Nothing is lacking. There are no extras to buy.

Note that it is not a small car. The wheelbase is 104
inches. The tires are four-inch size—many cars costing
more have smaller tires.

And it is a perfect beauty—snappy, stylish, speedy.

In every way it's a car you will be proud to own and
ride 1n.

No wonder there’s a rush to possess the car the world
has been waiting for.

Don't delay—see us at once and talk it over.

Car E. Evens

Agent




