
SATURDAY, JUNE 17, I916wU tilt AN DK EVENING OBSERVER

PIONEERS"ANTICIPATE JOLLY REUNION JULY S
necrolcgigal record ,a Grande Picture 53 Years Old HORNER

LA GRANDE WELCOMES OLD

TO RIVERSIDE

tPtf

The moving hand of time!
has stricken from the rolls j

a very large number of the i

Union county pioneers with-- j
in the past year. In almost:
every instance those .who1
have been called to t!he mys- - J

ten es of the beyond had j

reached more than the allot-- 1

ted three score and ten j

several were octogenarians
and all "had experienced i

the rugged battle, ot (hard-
ships and shared in the vic-

tory of modern comforts for
those for whom they labored
and loved. The list of those
whn nave passca away in tne
past year includes ;

John Von Ulocklanrt
M. B. Rees
Joseph Woodell
S. O. Sweckhamer
J. S. Mitchell
Mrs. E. E. Slater
R. McKenzie
G. W. Bartmess i

Mrs, Joshua Hopper j

Wm. T. Currey
. Amanda Bryant (more ironerallv" .
known as "Aunt Mandy" Childers.)

O. P. GoodaU (at Corvallis)
Thos. Baker
B. W. Grandy
Albert Good

ing the murky M'asouri and its
straggling civilization behind. The
most of those who survive to this day
were merely child ren when their trains
headed for the Willamette valley
passed through Grande Ronde. But
they all bear witness to the fact that
this valley was fair to look upon.
Luxuriant grass, almost hiding a
horse, covered all the valley. There
was a reasonably fair supply of game
and camlpmg sites containing the main
requisites of "wood, water and grass," '
were to oe found everywhere. Grande
Ronde was the best camping pins
they had struck but they didn' stay,
They all went on, but they rememb
ered Grande 'Ronde. There was no.o 4i,m, f yri Tt ura, i

at least 300 miles to any settlement
of consequence on the west and only
a "bone-stre- stretch ot miuu miles
from Whence they came. There was
no base of supplies and no protection
from Indians. With all its virgin
attractiveness there was small induce
ment to carve out homes, rear fam- -
lies or spread religion in Grande
Ronde at that time and they passed
it up.

Settling of Grande Ronde
When there were finally settlements

SETTLERS

Mr. S. L. Brooks, of Imbler, presi-
dent of the Union County Pioneer so-

ciety; and Mr. E. B. Morelock, of El-

gin, secretary; called a meeting in
La Grande the latter part of May to
consider the matter of the meeting
and annual reunion of the society for
this year. ''

The place of meeting will be at Riv;
erside Park and the date is on Mon-

day, July 3rd. This is the day follow-

ing the closing of the annual Chau-

tauqua meeting at the park.
It is the announced intention of La

Grande as a community to give the
pioneers all the attention and court-
esies that can be commanded.

There are details yet to be worked
out but the general outline is to give
the guests or honor the first consider-
ation. There will be conveyances
provided to the park grounds and
every needed attention will be pro-
vided throughout the entire day.

For the purpose of carrying out
this intention the following commit-
tees have been appointed:

General Arrangements Mrs. Turn-
er Oliver, Mrs. W. H. Bohnenkamp
and J. G. Snodgrass.

On Grounds Mrs. E. Polack, Mrs.
R. W. Laughlin and P. B. Currey.

Finance Mrs Ella Russell, Mrs. J.
D. Slater and Mrs. John Shaw.

Transportation Turner Oliver,
Mrs. Wayne Wade, P. A. McDonald
and J. D. Slater.

Program Mrs. Turner Oliver, Mrs.
B. P. Mossman, Mrs. R. W. Laughlin
and Mrs. Nellie Neil!.

RefreshmenteJMiiss Olive Slater,
Mrs. C. R. Hibberd and Miss Mary
Warnick.

Decorations Mrs. A. B. Cherry,
Mrs. E. L. Eckley and Mrs. George
Gekeler.

Committee on Reception Mr. ar.d
Mrs. F. J. Holmes, Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liam Miller, Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Henry,
Mr. and Mrs. Mac Wood, Mr. and
Mrs. W. H. Bohnenkamp, Mr. and
Mrs. A. T. Hill, Mr. and Mrs. W. D.
Grandy, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Palmer,
Mir. and Mrs. Turner Oliver, Mr. and
Mrs. Duncan McDonald.

The program committee ha not yet
completed the order of exercises for
Pioneer Day im detail, by reason of
the fact that a number who have been
invited to take part have not yet been
heard from. But an outline includes:

Assembling at Riverside Park of
pioneers, friends and visitors at
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The old picture herewith given was
taken in 1863 and purports to be tha
first photograph of the kind to be taK- -

;en in Grande Rondo valley. The orig
inal picture is .now in possession of
Mrs. Rosebaum, of La Grande, and its

'exact history is not easily traced, tho
scene depicted and the people shown
not 'being fully recognizable to many
who have seen it. Mr. A. C. Hunting-- i
ton, was absent from La Grande from
March to October, 1863, although he
remembers the photographer but does
not now recall his name. Mr. John
Baker considered' that the location
was probably on B avenue, near Mill
creek and which was the lirst ousi-ne- ss

thoroughfare in La Grande.
There is to this day an old building
that was once a mercantile establish-
ment, and one of the stores on that
street was for a time used as tho meet-

ing place for the first Sunday school
held in La Grande.

The very first buildings were of

ascent over the Blue Mountains was
by climbing the hill a couple of miles
south of where the river comes into
the valley. That was at Mill creek.
This being at the base of the moun-
tainous route it was a convenient
place to camp and make preparations.

Commercialism again asserted itself.
A trader came up from the Willa- -

mecte irom rortianu ana estaionsn-e- d

a trading (post in a small way at
this camping place and his principal
stock of trade was flour, bacon and
beans and tho like, ana nis patrons
were principally the immigrants. That
n" was Stephen Coffin and the place
Ull 'WlUCU lit? llAlLtru VCtftlUC UlltS

nucleus of La Grande. Afterward this
locality was the winter quarters for
many of the freighting and pack team
outfits. It was also a half-wa- y place
for those going to and from the mines
of the districts.

First Colony Settlement
The first considerable settlement of

people in this valley was in the winter
of 1862-- 3 and they did not congregate

of La Grande. bunch

a stockade built of logs stood up
on end and to be jn readiness for use
in case of hostility from Indians,
Neary an the present residents of the

62 passed their first winter near the
jlH fort l

"Iowa'' and "Sawbuck"
One of the prominent families from

which has sprung a numerous progeny
was the Baker family, the patrician
head of which, James Baker, died
thirty-fiv- e years ago at very ad-

vanced' age. For many years the
Baker family was the most prominent
and numerous of any among the pio-
neers of Grande Ronde. There are
now but two surviving sons who were
th immediate descendants of James
Baker They are John Baker, for sev- -

, circuit court ibaliff and his jiw:n: ti.. . t' M1 a-- fnun ii
OUIIIII1C1 VJ11C, XIIOlllOO LtilllJt Vi
whom Park-Keep- er "Tap" Thomas is i

a member, were also quartered with
the other settlers at the foot of Mt.
Emily the first winter,

From the fact that so many of the
first arrivals had come from the state
of Iowa the country surrounding be
came known as tho "Iowa" settlement
and the school district in that vicinity
is to this day known as "Iowa di-
strict"

A community which somewhat over-
lapped the Iowa district was settled by
arrivals from the east who had been
reared under frontier conditions before
they started for Oregon nnd had had
Hmited opportunities for education.
Very many of the family heads were
unable to write their own names and
in making their signatures were com-

pelled to mark a cross as a means of
legal attestation. Somo wag of the
early days noting the resomblanco of
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President Pioneer Association

10:30 o'clock, preceded by music.
Invocation.
Music.
Address of welcome.
Responses By speakers from vari-

ous county localities.
Music.
Annual AddressBy pioneer resi-

dent of Union County to be selected.
Dinner Hour

The time from 12 o'clock, noon un-

til 2 p. m. will be taken up with the
pioneer dinnen, This will include
principally a. basket dinner in family
groups or as may most suitably bo

arranged; also a general table supply
for those not otherwise provided.
Coffe, tea, cream and other similar
dinner accessories will be supplied by
the refreshment committee.

2:00 p. m. Social reunion and short
speeches and general "experience'
meeting.

3:30 p. m. Election oi omcers ana
repdrts covering pnst year.

Evening
8 p. m. Lantern slides and views

with accompanying lecture by Prof.
J. B. Horner, of Oregon Agricultural
College.

PASSED UP

1
next logical sequence. But rather dif-

ferent from that which Impelled the
Mormons to migrate in 1847 to the
Salt Lake Valley to found a religious
colony the Methodists, Congregationa-
lisms, Presbyterians, Catholics and
other denominations came to tho "Ore-
gon" country with a mixture of po-
litical ambition to save this part of
tho country to the domain of Undo
Sam instead of forfeiting it to the
British crown.

They Passed It Up
Grande Ronde was in the pathway

of the larger portion of the people
who set out from the east to reach
the northwestern country. This move-
ment did not begin until several years
after the pioneers of Salt Lake had
become comfortably established. Those
who passed through this valley in the
early fifties in the last century took
note of its attractiveness tho first
real oasis they had struck since leav- -

TERN IMONEEK.
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. at the site They
in this valley the pioneers were about together for mutual help and com-equal-

divided between, those who K!ir,innoV,in nr tho ifnnt nf Mt. Vmi.

WILL LECTURE

FORREW

One of the very interesting parts of
the Pioneer day program will be the
views and slides presented by Prof.
J. B. Horner and his lectures relating
to the subjects pictorially presented.

There can be no doubt that this
part of the program will be interest-
ing and entertaining and instructive'
as well. There is perhaps no man in '

tho state who could do this sort of a
thing as capably as Prof Horner cw.
While he has been a resident of west-
ern Oregon for many years, the prin-
cipal part of which time he has held
a prominent place with the O. A. C,
he is essentially a home product. As
a fatherless youth Johnnie Horner
bruised his bare feet on the stones of
these mountainsides. Here was de-

veloped the inspiration for a higher
aim and a broader light that has made
Prof. Horner one of Oregon's leading-men-

,

.
No one but Prof. Horner would have

had the patience to assemble the old

photograpns, the historical data and
the other innumerable details for the
preparation of this treat for the ben-

efit of the pioneers. He has under-
taken this work solely because Union
county was his early home and many
of its citizens who have answered the
call he considered his benefactors.

He entrusted the work of gathering
the principal part of the photographs
and views to Senator Turner Oliver
and the latter named gentleman has
done the best he could, but in many
instances there have been no pictures
obtainable of those who helped make
this part of Oregon. Prof. Homer
had already a considerable collection
and these were augmented by the re-

production of photographs from loial
histories and other publications of the
kind. In it all Prof. Horner has data
that will be interesting and so will his
accompanying lecture from the fact
that a great deal of the biographical
and sideline suggestion regarding the'
"old timers1" will be, not from second-
hand information, but from what
Prof. Homer personally knows or the
subject in hand.

Is Highly Endorsed.
The Observer is in receipt of a let-

ter from Mrs. Kittie Goodall Turner,
a resident of Corvallis, but a native of
Union county. Mrs. Turner speaks in
the highest terms of Prof. Horner's
work. The letter says:

Corvallis, June 7. (To the Editor
Observer) A group of us, former
Grande Ronders, had a rare treat the
other night. We were invited to the
home of Prof. J. ;B, Horner and

kindly showed us tho lantern
slides he had made of Union county
pioneers.

Listen, Pioneers. If you donot at-
tend the pioneers' picnic this year,
you will always wish you had. These
pictures will be shown there, and you.
will see many of the Union county
pioneers, both the living and the dead,
as they looked when they were many
years younger. You will feel that you
are young again, and your hearts will
fill with love for the old neighbors
and friends, and you will look up
those that are still living and give
them a friendly greeting.

Young people, see those picture
and familiarize yourself with the fea
tures of those who made it possible
for you to live in peace and content-
ment in beautiful Grande Ronde val- -
ley. Try to get acquainted with those
splendid possibilities.

Respectfully,
KITTIE GOODALL TURNER- -

EARLY. MERCHANT.
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Bl IDE EARLIEST came from what is now the central iy anj near a piace which was after-we- st

with this ns their destination and caiied the "Old Fort." The fort
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logs, but a saw mill was established

at Oro Dell in 1802 and then board
houses became the rule.

With the discovery of gold and the

rapid increase in immigration La
Grande aooroached a 'boom stage. It
was especially the headquarters for
freighters who were Kept Dusy sup-
plying the mining camps
as far south as Boise. On account of
the snow in the mountains it was a
practice to haul supplies over the
hills from Umatilla in the summer
season and store the goods at La
Grande and then during a large por-
tion of the winter season and partic-
ularly while the mountain traveling
was bad the freight that had been
stored could be taken to the mining
camps. La Grande became a

center and its streets fre-

quently became the center of such
scenes as are shown in the picture
taken in 1863.

the signature "X" to a contrivance by
which the settlers provided themselves
with stove wood dubbed this neigh-
borhood the "Sawbuck" community
and the appellation held for a long
time. A (part of the "Sawbuck"
neighborhood later became known as
the Moss Chapel district.

While the communities mentioned
as being among the first in Grande
Ronde, people soon 'began to settle in
other localities' on Catherine creek
where the city of Union subsequently
grew, in Cove, Summerville and down
into Indian valley, now a part of the
great Elgin country.

Am i- ct
tee--'
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"Uncle George" Webb is 92 years of
age and is physically and mentally ac-

tive. He was an early merchant in
La Grande and Pendleton; served a
term as state treasurer and is the old
est living pioneer in the county. He
is now making his home with his
Hnuchter Mrs Jan H Stevens

A. C HUNTINGTON
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Both in point of Tears and time
one of th most "pioneer". He is one
the Graraie Rood (till livimj, if not,

Exploration was the motive which i

" ""ft"" vJ wiv uifjjilK JJl WtllbV little
the region of the great Northwest.
That was near tho close of the eigh-
teenth century when Captain Gray's
vessel which had been cruising along
the western coast entered the river
which bears the name of the craft,
the "Columbia."

Commercialism was the succeeding
element which brought white people
to the far westorn coast. They came
principally to trade in furs. There
is no doubt, in fact it is well authen-
ticated, that members of the old Hud-
son Bay company and the Northwest
trading company made frequent in-

cursions into tho upper Columbia
valley with side trips to Grande Ronde
and Powder River in Orogon and tho
region of the Snake river in Idaho.

Religious fervor as manifested in
the desire of sects to colonize and to
do missionary work among the be-

nighted habitations followed as the

A TYPICAL WES

mose wno naa passed tnrougn netore
and had "come back". These latter
people were almost wholly those who
had gone through here in the early
fifties. Undoubtedly the Civil
and its consequences had a frreat deal
lu wim liic suLwiuK ui viraiiuo iwnue,
but that was not the only contributing
cause. Gold was discovered, mostly
by prospectors branching out from
California and one of the camps was
named "Auburn" by those who had
become familiar with the handling of
sluices and rockers in a locality of the
same name in the Sierra Nevadas.
Gold was found nil around this coun-

try and it brought many people. Au- -
1 1 - i i ' 4 n" ""V"" "e l,m.e p

000 The miners needed sup- -
p es urni provisions anu umuer ana
oiner jiecessmes ana sctuements oe- -
gan to grow and agriculture natural- -
ly foHowed.

The First Settler
Ben Brown, who has gone to his

reward and who was as loyal a pioneer
as any country ever c'laimed, is en- -
titled to the credit of being the first
settler. Ho crossed tho Blue Moun- -
tarns from Umatilla with a party of
four or five others in the fall of 1801.
He stayed and the others went away.
Ho did not come on account of tho
war or on account of gold. His in
tent, like that of a bono fide home
steader, was that of "residence and
cultivation." Ben Brown built the
first house on what afterward became
the Daniel Chaplin homostead.

How La Grande Happened
The very early immigrants hnd no

prepared rondwnv ahead of them.
They came down T.add Hill nnd on ac
count of the bluff of rock along the
rank of the river just above Oro Dell
the on'y way thpy hnd of making the
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(BY FLLA HIGGINSON)
Ah, mc! I know bow like a golder flower
'Die Grande Ronde Valley lies this August night,
Tockcd in by dimnled hills where purple light
I.ios wavering. There at the sunset hour
.Sink downward, like a r.iinbow tinted shower
A million colored ray.-.-

, soft, chanrreable, bright,
ljitcr the moon rise, round nnd white.
And throe Blue Mountain Tines against it tower,
Ijorcly nnd dnrk. A coyote's mournful cry
Sinks from the cany.in when the river !aps,
A blade of silver underneath the moon.
Like restful seas the ye'"ow wheat fields lie.
Dreamless nnd still. And while the valley sleopj,
O, hear! the lullabies that low winds croon.

Editor's Note Mrs. K1H Hirtrinson, was formerly Miss Klla Rhodes, and
ohc spent her early childhood in Grande Ronde, the family occupying a farm
.hist north of La Grande. Mrs. Higtrinson has long occupied a high place
omong the literary notables of the Northwest. Her poem "Tho Four Loaf
Clover," long sinew passed into the honorary niche of classic literature. She
has be'n awarded many prizes in short story contests and is a. contributor
to vhe leading periodicals of the east. At alt statrea of her career Mrs.
Higginnoo retains a pot in twr htrt for Grand Ronde, the home of bar
chOdtoot.

Dunham Wrigtt, nhown nlove, lives at Medical Spring aad is one of
tie bet known sttler of Union County as well as oo of its iaot

inUrteting rharacteni.


