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PIONEERS ANTI

TE JOLL

) GRANDE WELCOMES 0LD

o TTLER:

Mr. 8. L. Brooks, of Imbler, presi-
dent of the Union County Pioneer so-
ciety; and Mr. E. B. Morelock, of El-

in, secretary; called a meeting in
F- Grande the latter part of May. to
consider the matter of the meeting
and annual reunion of the Bociety oy
this year.

The place of meeting will beat Riv-
erzide Park and the dute is on Mon-
day, July Srd. This is the day follow- |
ing the closing of the annual Chau-
tauqun meeting at the park.

It is the nnnounced intention of La
Grande a8 a community to give the
pioneers all the attention and court-r
esies that can be commanded. |

There are details yet to be worked |
out but the genoral outline is to give |
the guests of honor the first consider
ation, There will be conveyances
provided to the park grounds and
every needed attemtion will be pro-
vidz throughout the entire day.

For the puToae of carrying out
this intention the following commit-
tees have been nppoin

General Arrangements—>Mrs, Turn-
er Oliver, Mrs, W, H. Bohnenkamp
and J. G. Snodgrass.

On Grounds—Mrs. E. Polack, Mrs,
R. W. Launghlin and F. B. Currey.

Finance—Mrs Ella Russell, Mrs. J.
D. Slater and Mrs. John Shaw.

Tra rtation— Turner  Oliver,
Mrs, Wayne Wade, P. A. McDonald
and J. D. Slater,

Program—Mra, Turner Oliver, Mrs.
B. P. Mossman, Mrs. R. W. Laughlin
and Mrs, Nellie Neill,

Refreshmentis—Miss 'Olive Slater,
Mrs. C. R. Hibberd and Miss Mar»
Warnick.

Decorations—Mrs. A. B, Cherry,
Mrs. E. L. Eckley and Mrs, George
Gekeler,

Committee on Reception—Mr, and
Mrs, F, J. Holmes, Mr, and Mrs. Wil-
Tiam Miller, Mr, and Mus, J. C. Henry,

.

Mr. and Mrs. Maec Wood, Mr. and
Mrs. W. H. Bohnenkamp, Mr. and
Mrs. A. T. Hill, Mr. and Mrs. W. D.

Grandy, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Palmer,
Mirr, and Mrs. Turner Oliver, Mr. and
Mrs. Duncan MeDonald.

The program committee has not yet
completed the order of excrcises for
Pioneer Day in detail, by reason of
the fact that & number who have been
invited to take part have not yet been
bkeard from, But an outline includes:

Assembling at Riverzide Park of

10 RIVERGIE

S. L. BROOKS

President Pioneer Association

10:80 o'clock, preceded by music,
Invocation.
Mausic,
Address of welcome. p
Responses—By speakers from vari-
ous county localities,

Musie, | .

Annual Address—By pioncer resi-
dent of Union County to be selected,

Dinner Hour

The time from 12 o'clock, noon un-
til 2 p. m. will be taken up with the
pioneer dinnen This will include
principally o basket dinner in family
groups or as may most suitably be
arranged; also a general table supply
for those not otherwise provided.
Coffe, ten, cream and other similar
dinner accessories will be supplied by
the refreshment committee,

2:00 p. m.—Social reunion and short
speeches and general ‘“experience”
meeting.

3:30 p. m.—Election of officers and
reports covering past year.

Evening
8 p. m.—Lantern slides and views

with accompanying lecture by Prof.

J. B. Horner, of Oregon Agricultural

pioneers, friends and visitors at

College,

GRANDE RONDE PASSED (P

BY THE EARL

ol MMIGRANTS

Exploration was the motive which
brought to the sight of the white race
the region of the great Northwest.
That was near the close of the eigh-
teenth century when Captain Gray's
vessal which had been eruising along
the western const entered the river
which bears the name of the craft,
the *Columbia.”

Commercinlism was the succeeding
elemont ‘which brought white peaple
to the for western const. They came
principally to trade in furs. There
is no doubt, in fact it ix well authen-
ticnted, that members of the old Hud-
gon Bay compiny and the Northwest
trading compuny made frequent in-
cursions into  the upper Columbin
valley with side trips to Grande Ronde
and Powder River in Oregon and the
region of the Snake river in Idaho.

Religious ferver as manifested in
the desire of seets to colonize and to

next logical sequence. But rather dif-
ferent from that which impelled the
Mormons to migrate in 1847 to the
Salt Lake Valley to found a religious
colony the Methodists, Congregation-
alists, Presbyterians, Catholics and
other denominations came to the “Ore-
gon' country with 4 mixture of po-
litical ambition to save this part of
the country to the domain of Uncle
Sam instead of forfeiting it to the
British crown,
They Passed It Up

Grande Ronde wus in the pathway

of the larger portion of the people

CIPATE Jt

NECROLOGICAL REGORD La G

andé Picture 53 Years Old

The moving hand of time'
has stricken from the volls,
a very large number of the
Union county pioneers with-
in the past year. In almost
every instanee those who!
have been ealled to the mys- |
teries of the beyond had |
reached more than the allot- |
ted three score and ten—.
several were octogenarians
—and all had experienced.
the rugged battle of hard- /|
ships and shared in the vie-
tory of modern comforts for/
those for whom they labored |
and loved. The list of tﬁ];)gc{. The old picture herewith given was
who have passed away in the '}‘i‘:::"pﬂtiﬁg e
past year includes: jen in Grande iﬁonde valley. The orig-

John Von Blockland |mul picture is now in possession of

M. B. Reex Mrs. Rosebaum, of La Grande, and its
Joseph Woodell

rexact history is not easily traced, the

8, 0. Swackhamer | scene depicted and the people shown

J. 8. Mitchell ; |

Mrs. E. E. Slater ' who have seen it. Mr. A. C. Hunting-
R. McKenzie ton, was nbsent from La Grande from
G. W. Bartmess { March to October, 1863, although he
Mrs. Joshua Hopper lremamhers the photographer but does
Wm. T. Currey not now recall his name. Mr, John
Amanda Bryant (more generally | Baker considered that the location

known as “Aunt Mandy” Childers.) = |was probably on B avenue, near Mill
0. P. Goodall (st Corvallis) jereek nnd which was the fll‘sGl l:m;l-
rande.

Thos. Baker i ness thoroughfare in la r
B. W. (:}lr:ndy There is to this day an old building
| Albert Good |thnt was once a mercantile establish-

|ment, and one of the stores on that
itg Street was for a time used as the meet-

ing the murky Missouri and ; y
tuiltenti 1 ing place for the first Sunday school
strageling eivilizution Dbehind. The | T 0 L Grandar

most of those who survive to this day |h¢ L it
were merely children when their trains The very first buildings were of

‘not being fully recognizable to many

logrs, but s saw mill was established
at Oro Dell in 1862 und then board
honges became the rule,

With the discovery of gold and the
rapid increase in  immigration La
Grande approached a boom stage. It
wias especially the headquarters for
freighters who were kept busy sup-
(plying the up-country mining camps
as fur south us Boise. On account of
the snow in the mountains it was a
practice to haul supplies over the
hills from Umatilla in the summer
senson and store the goods at la
| Grunde and then during a large por-
tion of the winter season and partic-
ru]m'ly while the mountain traveling
!was bad the freight that had been
stored could be taken to the mining
camps. La Grande became a re-dis-
tributing center and its streets fre-
quently became the center of such
scenes as are shown in the picture
|taken in 1863.

headed for the Willamette walloy

passed through Grande Ronde. But ascent over the Blue Mountains was
they all bear witness to the fact that by climbing the hill a couple of miles
this valley was fair to look upon.|south of where the river comes into
Luxuriant grass, almost hiding a|the valley, That was at Mill creek.
horse, covered all the valley, There |This being at the base of the moun.
was a reasonnbly fair supply of gamnliﬂlnﬂuﬁ route it was a convenient
and camiping sites containing the main | place to camp and make preparations.
requisites of “wood, water and geass,” | | Commercialism again asserted itself.
were to be found everywhere, Grande A frader came up from the Wi_"?’-
Ronde was the best camping plags | mette—from Portland—and establish-
they had struck—but they didn' stay. €d a trading post in a small way at
They all went on, but they rememb- this camping place and his principal
ored Grande Ronde, There was no Stock of trade was flour, bacon and
reason for them to stay here. It was| beans and the like, _a.nd his patrons
at least 300 miles to any settlement Were principally the immigrants. That
of consequence on the west and only ™man Was Stephen Coffin and the 'Dllt:ﬁﬁ
n bone-strewn stretch of 2000 miles on which he located became the
from fwhence they cams, There was nucleus of La Grande, Afterward this
i no base of snpplies and no protection 'locality was the winter quarters for
[from Indians. With all its virgin many of the freighting and pack team
attractiveness there was sma'l induce- |outfits, It was also a half-way place
ment to carve out homes, rear fam- for those going to and from the mines
lies or spread religion in Grande of the up-country districts.

Ronde at that time and they passed First Colony Settlement

|it up, The first considerable settlement of
{" " Settling of Grande Ronde [ BECRICIR O3 VRN A0ER 0 E0 Peate
When there were finally settlements \at the site of La Grande. They bunch-

equally divided between, those who

| in this valley the pioneers were about ' oq together for mutual help and com-
[ panionship near the foot of Mt. Emi-
Iy and near a place which was after-
ward called the “Old Fort.,” The fort
was a stockade built of logs stood up
on end and to be in readiness for use
in case of hostility from Indians.
Nearly all the present residents of the
county who came here in the fall of
62 pussed their first winter near the
old fort.
“lown" and “Sawbuck"

One of the prominent families from
which hag sprung 4 numerous progeny
was the Baker family, the patrician
head of which, James Baker, died
thirty-five years ago at u very ad-
vanced age, For many years the
Baker family was the most prominent

came from what is now the central
west with this as their destination and
those who had passed through hefore
land had “come back”. These latter
|ponplﬁ were almost wholly those who
| had gone through here in the early
fifties, Undouhtedly the Civil war
nni its consequences had a great deal
| to with the settling of Grande Ronde,
but that was not the only contributing
leause. Gold was diseoverad, mostly
| by prospectors branching out from
| California and one of the camps was
named “Auburn™ by those who had
hecome familinr with the handling of
shiices and rockers in a locality of the
| snme name in the Slerra Nevadas.
[Gold was found all around ihis coun-
| try nnd it brought many people. Au-
[ burn had at one time vpwards of 10,-

who set out from the cast to reach | :
' i ’ e | D00 people.  The miners needed sup-
‘este M try. 8 - . by
tie northweatern country, This move |p1.—¢--: and provisions and lumber and

ment did not begin until several yenrs | Slhie neieritties And sitilemants’ bas

after the pioncers of Salt Loke had |
beconie comfortably estublished. Those | F81 tf‘ SR and agriculture natural-
who passed through this valley in the |1V ToHlowed.

The First Settler

do missionary work among the be-
aighted habitutions followed asx the

carly fifties in tho Inst century took
note of its attractivencss—the first! Ben Brown, who has gone to his

real onsis they had struck simee leav- | reward and who was as loyal a pioneer

A TYPICAL WES

~ |as any country ever claimed, is en-

titled to the eredit of boing the first
isettlor. He crossed the Blue Moun-

tains from Umntilla with n party of
| four or five others in the fall of 1861,
| He stayed and the others went away.
| Ho did not come on account of the
(war or on aceount of gold., His in-
Itent, like that of a bone fide home-
| steader, was that of “residence and

TERN PIONEER.

cand numerous of any among the pio-

meers of Grande Ronde, There are
now but two surviving sons swho were
the immediate descendants of James
Baker, They are John Baker, for sev-
eral years circuit court baliff and his |
brother, Willlam Baker, a farmer of
Summerville. The Thomas family, of |
whom Park-Keeper “Tap” Thomas isl
a member, were also quartered with |
the other settlers at the foot of Mt
Emily the first winter.

From the fact that so many of the
first arrivals had come from the state
of Town the country surrounding be-
enme known as the “Towa'" settlement
and the school distriet in that vicinity
is to this dny known as “lowa dis-
triet.” .

A community whirh somewnat over-
lapped the Town district was settled by

the signature “X" to a contrivance by
which the settlers provided themselves
with stove wood dubbed this neigh-
borhood the “Sawbuck” community
and the appellation held for a long
time. A fpart of the “Sawbuck”
neighborhood later became known as
the Moss Chapel district.

While the communities mentioned
as being among the first in Grande
Ronde, people soon began to settle in
other localities—on Catherine creek
where the city of Union subsequently
grew, in Cove, Summerville and down
into Indian valley, now a part of the
great Elgin country.

S|
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“Uncle George' Webb is 92 vears of
age and is physically and mentally ac-

tive. He 'was an early merchant in
La Grande and Pendleton; served a
term as state treasurer and is the old-
est living pioneer in the county. He
is now making his home with his
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F. HORNER
[ LECTURE
OR REUNION

One of the very inleresting parts of
the Pioneer day program will be the
views and slides presented by Prof.
J. B. Horner and his lectures relating
to the subjects pictorially presented.

There can be no doubt that this
part of the program will be interest-
ing and entertaining and instructive
ag well. There is Eerhnpa_ no man in
the state who could do this sort of a
thing as capubly as Prof Horner can.
While he has been a resident of west-
ern Oregon for many years, the prin-
eipal part of which time he has held
a prominent place with the 0. A. C,,
he is essentinlly a home product,

a fatherless youth Jchnnie Horner
bruised his bare feet on the stones of
these mountainsides. Here was de-
veleped the inspiration for a higher
aim and a broader light that has made
Prof, Horner one of Oregon’s leading
men. s

No one but Prof. Horner would have
had the ticnee to assemble the old
photographs, the historical data and
the other innumerable details for the
preparation of this treat for the ben-
efit of the pioneers. He has under-
taken this work solely because Union
county was his early home and many
of its citizens who have answered the
call he considered his benefactors,

He entrusted the work of gathering
the principal part of the photogrﬁphn
and views to Senator Turner Oliver
and the latter named gentleman has
done the best he could, but in many
instances there have been no pictures
obtainable of those who helped make
this part of Oregon. Prof. Horner
had slready a considerable collection
and these were augmented by the re-

roduction of photographs from lo~al
ﬁiat.oriea and other publications of the
kind. In it all . Horner
that will be interesting and so will his
accompanying lecture from the fact
that a great deal of the biegraphieal
and sideline suggestion regarding the
“old timerd” will be, not from second-
hand information, but from what
Prof. Horner personally knows of the
subject in hand.

Is Highly Endorsed.

The Observer is in receipt of a lot-
ter from Mrs, Kittie Goodall Turner,
a resident of Corvallis, but & native of
Union county. Mrs, Turner speaks in
the highest terms of Prof. Hornei’s
work. The letter says:

Corvallis, June 7.—(To the Tditor
Observer)—A group of us; former
Grande Ronders, had a rare treat the
other night. We were invited to the
home of Prof. J. B, Horner and he
very kindly showed us
slides he had madc of Union county
ploneers,

Listen, Pioneers. If you donot at-
tend the pioneers' picnic this year,
you will always wish you had, These
pictures will be shown there, and you
will see many of the Union coun
pioneers, both the living and the dend,
as they looked when they were many
years younger. You will feel that yoo
are young again, and your hearts will
fill with love for the old neighbors
and friends, and you will look up
those that are still living and give
them a friemll'y greeting,

Yuung people, see  those pictures
and familinrize yourself with the fea
tures of those who made it possible
for you to live in peace and content-
ment in beautiful Grande Ronde val-
ley. Try to get uequainted with thoze

PAL

the lantern

daughter Mrs. Jap H. Stevens,

aplendid possibilities,
Respectiully,
KITTIE GOODALL TURNER

A, C. HUNTINGTON

EARLY MERCHANT.
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i eultivation.” Ben Brown huilt the |arrivals from the east avho had been
first house on what afterward became | reared under frontier conditions before

Punham Wright, shown alaove,
timotively inleresting charnctory.

| inst north of La Grande,

ln'm nt Medieal Springs and is one of

Eilitor's Note—Mra. Ella Hipeingon, was formerly Miss Ella Rhodes, and
| ahe spent her early childheod in Grande Ronide, the family ccenpying s farm
Mra, Higirinson has long occupisd a high nlace
emong the literary nolabiles of the Northweat,
Clover,” long since passed into the honorary niche of classis litaratnre.
has beon awanded many prizes in short story contests and is s contributor
to ihe leading periodicals of the east. At al! stapes of her carcer Mrs.
the best known settlers of Union County —as woll as one of its oeost dis- Ez;rim retains # spot in her heart for Grande Ronde, the home of her

Hor poem “The Four Leaf
She

Both in point of years and time spent in the city.
e r”. He is on
Grande Ronde #till livng, ¢ znot

A. C. Huntington is
o of the very earliest merchants of
the oldmet.

the Daniel Chaplin homestead. | they started for Oregon and had had
| Haw La Grande Happened Hmited opportunities  for  educntion J
| The very carly immigrants had no |Very many of the family heads were i’
i prepared rondway ahead of  them. iulmmi‘ to write their own names and
| They came down Ladd Hill and on ae-|in muking their signatures were com-
leount of the bluff of rock along the |pelled to mark a cross as a means of
hank of the river jnsp above Ora Dol |legal attostation. Some wag of the
the on'y way they had of making the |early dave noting the resamblance of
THE GRANDE RONDE VALLEY
(BY FLLA HIGGINSON)
Abh, me! 1 know how like a eolder flower
The Grande Romle Valley lies this August night,
T 1 in by dimpled hills where purple light {
wvering.  There at the sunset hoor
kE downward, Hkes roinbow tinted shower
A million colored v, saft, changeable, Lright.
Later the moon rises wnd and w 3
And three Bive Mountain Pine it tower
Lotely and dark. A coyote's oy
Jin) 1 the « m—=when the river deaps,
A} Iver undernenth the moon,
] sons the yellow wheat fields le,
f «till.  Apd 'while the valley sleops,
ullabics that low winds eroon.




