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amily Dr. says:
Use our pure
Sweet-Scented Soaps

ard
et

THE LUXURIOUS SENSATION YOU HAVE, THAT DELIGHT-

FUL ODOR YOU ENJOY, WHEN YOU

USE OUR SWEETLY-

SCENTED SOAPS ARE WORTH MORE THAN THE DIFFERENCE

IN THE COST OF IT AND “CHEAP" SOAP.

AND THEN OUR

SOAPS NOT ONLY CLEANSE BUT SOOTHE THE SKIN.

SO OF ALL OF OUR TOILET
DELIGHT YOU.

PREPARATIONS. THEY WILL

WHEN YOU WISH TOILET ARTICLES OR MEDICINES OR
“DRUG STORE THINGS” OF ANY KIND BUY THEM FROM US—

YOU CAN “RELY" ON THEM.

Levy-Vogel Drug Co.

PRESCRIPTION
USE OUR REST ROOM

SPECIALISTS.
AND PUBLIC PHONE,

LIVNG - WAS

CHEAP - ONGE

—_—

In noting the souring price of su-
gar at the present tine mention was
bitefly made to the prices on this
commodity in Grande Ronde in early
«days. '‘Between forty and fifty y2ars |
ago the price of sugavin all parts of |
the country was-high in comparison
with the quotations that have pre-
vailed in the past few years. In fact,
it has not heen so muany years a o"
when sugar was classed as among tﬁe
luxuries. Bulk shipments of sugar iu[
the aarly days in this valley came in |
burrels and not in sacks, In the HL‘V-E
enties the price of sugar by the bap-|
rel ranged between 20 und 25 cents pet |
pound and the barrels contained an!
average of 140 pounds. There were|
many grades and none
‘granulated” was pure white, Thur
best atandard grade was known as
“Extra C” and it was o light straw |
color. Even afler the pure white, |
wrunulated sugar came on the market |
there were many who still preferred |
the Extra C for cuke-making and yut-i
ting up fruit. |

Othar articles which ~ commanded |
extravagant prices as compared wi-lh‘
the present time were the old-fash- )
iuned eut nails which retailed at 25
vents per pound. A good portion of |
the cost of such commadities in the in-
torior country wus due to the freight
rates on transportation from the Col-
umbin river which was done in wagons
and by pack trains. The freight
rate from the river “landing” wuas
2 1-2 to five cents a pounid depending
on the time of year and the distance
10 be travcled.

For a long while the price of calico
was on the uniform standard of two
bits o yard.

But Living Was Cheap

Aftar the first few years of hard-
sliips it is doubtful if there éver was
a4 new countrygn which the necessiti-
ties of pocd |Ming wore so abundant
and cheap, Clothing und what might
be termed the luxuries came high but
this was off-set in a large degree by
the inexpensiveness of home products,
From £12 to $18 per head was a good
price for two and three-vear-old
steers, Cows were in proportion. At
the local “butter shops™ Tour pounds
of the best loin euts zold fer 25 cent
<nd if that wasn't catisfactory anothey
cut for the same money didn’t muke
any difference, There was no out-
side market for wheat and flour was
cheap. With the cardinal essenials of
plenty of “bread and batter, meat and
potatoes’” no one was ever compelled
Lo go hungry.

Many Comforts Available

Within a4 very few years the peo-
ple of Grande Ronde enjoyed all the
comforls and many of the luxuries of
the older seltled countiies of the east.
In wearing apparel, espeeially, there
was uevess to supplies while possibly
deficient in artistic® make-up were of
ruality that could not be discounted,
There was the finest of QOregon City
fleece blankets and the same brand
of elothing which the manufacturers |
did not know how to counterfeit and
which in substantial wearing quality
were “all wool and a yard wide.”

There were but two ggdes of wo-
men's shoes—the “coarse,” or work
thoe, and the "“fine” or dress shoes.
'he men and boys all wore beots and
nine-tanths of the supply came from
the firm of Buckingham &Hecht, San|
Francisco. 1

Everybody Had Credit |

Collection agencies and eredit bu. |
renus would go crazy these days with |
the system of buginess that prevailed
in Grande Ronde thirty and forty
yvears ago. To begin  with evary
Lody's eredit rating was about the
same ard that was A 1. But the date
of liquidation was indefinite. None of
the mercl.ants expected a settlement
more frequently than snce a year with
the chances that the balance due
would be settled with a written pro-
nmisa to pay in “gold coin of the United
States, or its equivalent, with inter-
est at the rate of one per cent, per

excapt the

month until paid.”
Usury Not Recognized
Twelve per cent per annum was the
legal rate in Oregon for a good many
yvears and when the legislnture finally
hwg;m to cut this rate down the law
was consistently violated both on the
part of the borrower and the lender.
The unusual plan was for the vietim
1o execute his note for an amount
about twenty per cent more than he
expected to get and the money shark
would buy the note at a discount.
And the plea of "usury”’ wuas never
known to intervene when the time
vame Tor payment. The old form of
Was on Gold Standard
notes always culled For “gold coin or
ils vquivalent!” The equivalent was a

{provision by which the debtor could

rmake puyment in either bullion or
golid dust in case he could not get
hold of the coined money. Hundreds
of thousand of dollars of business in
the early days in this valley was done
with the use of gold dust or gold burs,
and hidden away somewhere aronnd
the premizes of nearly all the settlers
of the early days will be found a pair
of gold scales which were wused in
weighing pold «dust. There was no
paper money and no silver in eireu-
ation.
$250 pold pieces were relatively
ilentiful, This countyy, and all the
‘weific Const for thal matter, wius
the origingl pold-standard section of
the United States,

Twenty-Four Years Ago

The marringe of Misz Helen Levy
of Union and Mr, Max Lewin of Ath-
cnm, is announced to take place on
June f.

Miss Josie Grandy who has been at-
tending: school at !il(- Willnmette Un-
iversity at Salem, ariived home Sut-
urday morning on the summer vaei-
tion,

Rav. W. J. Hughes, formerly of
Uinion, hus become pastor of the Pres-
byterinn  chure fi La Grande, and
removed here with his fumily
week.

Judge A, 5. Bennelt, the democratic
candidate for supreme judge, wus up
from The Dalles Mondiuy. His busi-
ness  was of  u political nature nl-
though He does not expect to make an
extended cunvass,

G. M. Richey sad Jahin Monday have
been selected by the Lu Grande buase-
ball associntion to go to Baker City
Sunday to attend a meeting of re-
presentatives of the Inter-State Lea-
e, It iz probable that a schede!
fur the coming season will be arrang-
red at that time,

PENNIES IN 600D REPUTE

LA
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GRANDERS NO
SCORN COPPER

LONGER

History of the “Bit as

Expressing
Morey Values

There was a time not so many yaars
ago when “two bits,” or twenty-five
conts was the smallest price recogni-
sedd in a commercial transaction in the
novthwest, And when the ten-cent
picce finally arrived it answered the
purposs of a half of 25 cents. A ten-
cent piece would ba accepted as
change for a quarter and twe ten
cent pieces or “short bits”, would be
accepted in place of a quarter. When
nickles came they were uged in buy-
ing postuge stamps, and were held in
abiout the =ame standara of contempt
1 e onge ot piece was accorded a
f-w years will late:

Penny lecent  Vretea]

The gradual trend from the bit to!

the dime to the nickle finally its eli-
max in the advent of the panny, and
thtat, in La Griande, wanes ©ul a few
years ago, Even as nearby as 10
venre bBaer the prany was personna
non grata in La Grande. Now it is

OF the coined gold the little

secognizéd nlmost as assiduously as
(it is in the staid old Vermant or Miss.
issippl  river district, Time has
iworked its chunges, Dut the study of
changes in custom and habits in tho

Corunde Runde and the Northwest i |

| general, brings on the question of
(ull coins, v
Codfish Firal Money

The first American roney of which
there is any record was dried codfish,
before metal came into use dried cod-
fish was regarded as the most con-
venient and safest kind of currency.
{For small changs a single fish an-
‘swured the purpose admirably. It re-

presented an  iden, It stood for a
sandard. Only  acquired by labor,
ensily presented and transported, at

All times useful to tribes away from
the seashore, and axchangeable for
what they had which the seashore
Irdians had not, .t became an ex-
change mediom of constant and stable
value, In time, naturally, some had
niuny codfish, so many that they be-
cime, us gold to the capitaligt  and
banker. Then a eurreney basod upon
them wag issuad in the form of shell,
und gradunlly arrowhends and furs
vame into employment in the naturd of
stocks and Doads A Infletes cvd-
fish currency made it an eesy maitor
fog Ane errly sotbiers e tlont glasas
beuds, and the Spaniards, having mese
motal ecoin then any othey peaple at
the time, gradually introduced in lieu
of beads, copper, bronze and silver
pieces which a century has not whal-
Iy displaced. In fuct, although long
aut of eirsulation the namos or thes:
Spanish pleces continue to exprass
values in tome parts of the United
Stutes dowy to our day.
Excliange Mediums Varied

The differan: atates of New Eng-
land had theie different medivms of
exchange, and like some of their west-
ern sisters tiey still stick to meney
terms that have no represmiatives in
actual coin.' Four or five different
vilues attach to the term “shilling"
on the Atla':l: seabwsrd Ia New
Englund and Virginisa when one
speaks of & shilling, a4 sixth of & dol-
Int is meant; in New York and North
Carolina u shilling Is cqual to the Mis-
souri and California  hit; in  soma
parts of the United States what is
meant by a shilling is two fifteenths
of a dollar.

Picayune In Favor

During the civil war period when
metal was scarce and gold and silver
commanded premiums, paper frac-
tional curreny, familintly and some-
tumes affectionately known as “‘shin-
slusters," was in gencral circulation
in denominations of 3, 5, 10, 25 and 50
cents. In  place of coppers postuge
stamps and “loians”  served o use-
Tul purpose. "Le  half-eent  piece,
discontinued in 1857, was callid o
picayune in the South, and since then
a-cent nickels and 2 cents  bronzes
hiuve come. enjoyed their duy and dis-
uppearad, There never was uw cnin in
the United 5.a.es5 thal could propesly
be called a “ biL"" yet 2o to Missouri
< to any of lhe “mountain  stoates’
and observe now quickyy yon will get
inte the habit of asking for two
bits" worth of this or six bits worth of
that at Lhe grocery or dry-goods
atore,

“I'wo Bits" anil So Opn

An Fditorial in & western  United
States contemporary . few days ago
went into an investigating discussion
uf the many things that mighs be dine
with "two Lits,” To the avernge East-
vrner, and in fact, to wany Jouthery-
ers and Weuteoiers, tho term 'two
hits” would be withoul meaning, yet
strange to say, in several of the lurger
states of tne Union awl notably m
Missouri and Californie, people think
of small values in “bits™ and so cx-
wess themselves, The  Misscurians
brovght the “BiL" wikit then Lo Cah-
foremey s 4849, and there it tovk roat
und therve it vemuins o this day fivst
to puzzly and  afterwurd . to take u
fivm grip upon the fuvor of the new-
comer, Quite likely the ewrly Eng-
lish colonists on the Atlantic sen-
board  continued to upply the term
“hit" to [ractional silver pieces, but,
if they did, it was always follewed
uy “penny,” as, for instance, “threc-
renny bil,”" “sixpenny bit,” ete; but
it was only upon thz conjunction of
races in the lower Mississippi that the
“hit," which gtands for 12 1-2 conts,
came into use as a4 measure of fixed
vulue,

The Spanish milled dollar became
the unit of money in the United States
in 1792, At that time there hup-

tvened o be coined under Spanish au-

thority s piece of silver for Moxico
ropresenting the eighih part of a dol-

lat, That became the “bic” of the
mixed Sputhwesterners, who  had ul-
teady adopted the picayune, and in

course of fime all the way from New
Orleans to F't. Benton on the upper
Missourd the “bit"” waich had no ex-
slence suve in thought, was in wore
flequent use a5 a measure of value
‘han any other. A thing was worth
two hits, o four bits, ar zix bits, that
15, 25, 50, or T cents Dimps were

unknown. Nickels had not been in-
vented,  Silver 3 and S-eent  picces
were curinsities, somelimes  to be

used as ornwcaencs  In the  form of
earf or earing pandinits o as spang-
les, but ton 9., vis. ¢ . v
foved in ety A el exe
t! e npe,
ek oas e term Yshill'se” his
reived all Cheqyss (a atner paprd of

e iHms

the eountry h pt sam fplionn
tensciously 'rn Mas aey and Cal for.
nos It s stegney howe § tha
using it. In the finest shons of St

Louis and San Francisco the finest
ludy necepts the statement that a fab-
ric is worth “two bits” or “six bits" a
vard, or waits for be: “four bitz" in
change when she has invested “four
Lits" in n purchase. People use the
ferm “two bits" and “six bits" theee

Eeing the mora familine denominatiors !

-58 untonseious of doing anything
out of the nrdinary as peonle in other

and dollars,

of the tums of the whirligig of time;
the priceless structure eame down to
ithe sound of lamentations not to say
qu execration and of gnasning of teeth,
and went up again before cold and dis-
helieving, quite despairing eyes: in
spite of which history appears to have
decided once more to cherish it und
give n new consecration.

rerts of the country tnlk of dimes

Henry James—Strange withai soma |

Foredt fives are rapidly being re-
fucad to u minimum. Combined co-
operation of all citizens with the ef-
forts of those directly interested, has
{ hroaght about o marked reduction in
the previously enormous annual fire
tull,  Hand in hand with co-operation
hatve gone the organization of kindrad

made mediums of fire prevention and
fire detection, A few years ago
forest fires were datected und fougri
a5 best conditions nud erude weapons
would permit; now man are stationed,
throurhout the dey months, on pro-
montories constantly alert like the
pilot of a ship, for any sign of dan-
frer, und detecting danger, wie quick to
trunsmit the news to the neaiest me-
dium of warfare, Telephones, pat-
rolmen and fire findweg are  ruising
hivoe with fires—under this etor-
nal vigilineo there are small chanees
for vistruction so long as the camper,
the furmer, the mountaineer and whut
nel co-operate, %

List year was a distressingly dry
?'rmr. yvel the total damagss and num-
er of fires in 1915 were reduced.
The dry senson,for the current senson
is near ot hand sgain and even greit-
er vigilance will l{:? maintained,

Apropos to the trend of times to-
ward fire prevention, the timbermen
of Eastern Oregon, more especially
Union and Wallown counties, held a
um-iml]z in' Lia Grande this week, and
drafted immediate plans, Work done
by the association in this telritory is
outlined in the annual report of the
secretary, A, A, Wenzel, Here 15 his
roport:

Secretary's report for 1016 Five
season to Union-Wallowa Counties
Fire Associntion La Grande, Oregon,
May 2, 1016, We now have* 129
members in good standing who ve-
piceent an ownership of 317,918 acres
of which sixteen are new members
who joined during the 1915 season,
repriesenting an ownevship of 5600
acres. Twealve of our former mem-
bers did not pay their assessments
for the past season, who represent an
ownership of 8120 acres, A list of
these was sent to the state Forestar
with the doscription of their holdings
imnd the assessments dve on this land
have been placed on the tax rolls for
collection from the present owne“z.
together with all other timber lay
owncrs who e not members of this
assovintion, and who own timber
lands which are subject to assessment

LIVED OVER 100 YEARS

Abraham Wilcox
~Abuaham Wileox, who has just died
in Fortt Worth, Declared that he was
115 years old. His sons and daught-
ers sny he was 107, Until his 1ast ill-
ness he walked two miles every day,
and never failed to rdud the daily
newspapors, He eame to the United
States at the age of thirty, and work-
ed on a farm near Rochestor, N. Y.
Later he owned a farm in Michigan.
He spent many yenrs at San Luis Pot-
osi, but could not stand the revolu-
tions and he went to Forth Worth.

Forests Are ((lell |

interests and the perfection of hkand- |8

in Lhese two counties which nre with-
in the distvicts putrolled by us, After
this money been collected on the
tas rolls, it widl be remitted to us

by State Forester Elliott, The ns-|

sessment for the pust senson was one
cent an acre for timbered lind re-
ceipts from which am to §2,-
THH6. We received $631.10 from
State Forester Elliott, covering tha
amount of nsscssments collected on
the 1014 tax rolls,

The fire patrol force consisted of
two. County Whardens two Federal
Wurdens, and four regular associntion
pntrolmen, Three specinl patrolmen
weta hired for o short time, during
the extremely dry season and while
we hud a gpreat many fires to con-
tend with. There were slaoo  scven
voluptary wurdens who neted with-
out compensation. The totul salary
g=d16t9 patrolmen amounted to $1,-

The Improvement work in Union
county consisted of vepuiring the
Moant  Emily look-out station tele-
ghmm line, The telephone line from
Sturkey to the Forest Reserve was
algo repatred and maintained in ser-
viee under ‘@ co-operative arrange-
ment between the Umatilla National
Forest Service and the Whitman Na-
tionul Forest Service. Eleven miles
of new tiails were buiit in the upper
Grande Ronde district, and  the old
trails were cleared of logs and un-
derbrush so as to make them more
passable. A fire finding instrument
wid ingtalled on a twenty-eight foot
tower on Mount Emily and this was
used very effactively in the locating
and reporting of firss,

In Wallown county we constructed
about one ‘and a half miles of new
telephone line which conneets  the
Rl:umlmun'n headquarters in District
No 4 with the George Palmer com-
Eum- line, which now mukes it possi-
le for all patrolmen in the county to

¢ in communication with the County

‘urden and other patiolmen ip the
vurious distriets| Permanent bead-
quarters for patrolman in [Hstrirt No
4 were eousl-ruclad “I'I.d new fences
around the headquarters of all pat-
rolmen were built in which to pas-
ture their borsss when not on duty.
About four miles of wagon road were
also construected in this county and
the old roads und trails were cleaned
of underbrugh and logs.

During the past senson  we had
forty-seven fires within the districts
pasvolled by this Association. The
enuges of thes: fives were ns follows:
Lightning 0; hunters &; sparks from
raliroad and logging engines 8; care-
lesaness of cumpers U; coareless slash
burning 5; and unknown 14, There
were also several small fires along
the O4W. R & N, right of way but
these were tinken cuie of by the sec-
tion crews and it is cstimated that
the total loss of merchuntable tim-
ber pasulting from  vhese fires was
82,000 board feet nt w valuation of
abiout #1226 and o very cotisiderable
damage to the young growing timber
destioyed. The cost of fighting
these fires in extra labor out side of
our regulnr patrolmen amounted to
£14487.61.

that th f
necessary for a safe puard
Governor to suspend the
son the Intter of it
such time us the fall rains set fn,
llofand question this was a necsasary
safe @ rom
cunditions on ounds in the cas
of the fourtéen fires given B
ihuye report as “of unknown'
it would appear to be more
tuble that some of these fires ware
vauged by the curelesiness of peopl
in the woods for an outing. Just as
roon us we received sufficlent taing,
which was about Sepl. 13th, we re-
commended to the governor that R
hunting season bhe opensd n,
About thirty of the total forty seve
fites occurred prior to A\gmt 2&
and these were taken care of prompts
¥ by out patrolmen with no addition-
ul cost for extra labor, which speaks
we]il forr the eﬁl'leim}cy ~dnd  prompt
uetion of our patrolmen. However,
Sept. 10th.

betwesn Auvgust 26th and - 1
the balance of these fives occurred
and practically all within a few days
of each other, which made it a very
haud situation for our County War =
dens to hundle, Thesa fires broke out |
in various localities und it required ]
from 4 to 50 additionul men in each
crew to handle them, it
Under conditions thut existed in the |+
wiods during the summer of 1015,
there is every reason to ude that '
the officient services of County war-
aens n’&d their 't{olf‘im. together
with the very e en co-npentlou-
und assistunce of State Forester El-
liott and our Governor, together with
the assistance given ani co-
opetation with our Association by the - 4
Nutional Forest supervisors, it would
appear that we were e

xceptionally
fortunate in controlling the forest
i iw;s nnd 'mgiuclngﬂ;};;_m to aa rw =g
under existing ¢ ons  du |
|1u!lﬂ: géuson, KW& are also pleased to.

vepout that the citizens in these two.
rounties nre now co-operating with us.

w-g:_ ZEL
ry.

Respanﬂully;uhm}

WHITE LINIMENT T

is u dependabla and satisfactory rem-
edy for use where s good ;gnuly {ini-
ment is required. Very penetrating.
Sold only by us, 26e, #0c and $1.00,

LEVY-YOGEL DRUG CO.
La Grande, Oregon
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save both.

A Telephone will do this,

X ook bbb dh b chohch oo oo ool
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right, as our goods are shi

RICHEY PIANO HOUSE

Prices and qualities are what the publie are interested in, and an examination

of our pianos will convinee the most observing buyer, that we buy our goods

pped direct from factories and not Portaland retail
L

We Lave no worked over or eulled over pianos shipped from other towns.

CALL AND SEE A RE

AL STOCK OF PIANOS
MAKES.

RICHEY BUILDING

—

Why waste time and energy when a telephone will

The greatest amount of work accomplished correctly,
with the least amount of energy, in the shortest
possible time is—EFFICIENCY—

HOME INDEPENDENT
TELEPHONE CO.
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OPPOSITE ELKS' HOME

y !

See us about it.
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