TUESDAY, APRIL 4, 1916. d AT LA GRANDE EVENING OBSERVER

| wealth, Put into another form, each # half for overtime, the Board declar- |
1,000 ton miles cost the railronds in ed
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11890, measured in terms of the labor
of engineers and firemen, almost ex-
actly 65 cents:; by 1918 this cost had
been reduced to 33 cents!

The importance of this increased

Ul

“The Board is in sympathy with the!
expressed desire of the mien ta reduce |
|overtime as much as possible, and it
[recognizes that the
and-a-half for overtime is a well es-|

¥ y e | tablished ¢ i inge |
pmigctlm efficiency of railroad la-!tmdlgge;mim:;:l:gbl lnin l:::mohuilllg;lt‘gr
bor can hardly be overestimated. Be- |trades. In railroa 8, it I8 quite evi- |
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EVENING

“BY ALL MEANS

DAMAGED
GOODS

Ist Show At 7
2nd Show At 8:35

DON'T MISS IT”
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TOMORROW-—Gail Kane in “HER GREAT MATCH"
' Metro Wonderplay
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Family Dr says:
y Our Brushes

“WILL THEY HOLD THEIR BRISTLES?"” 18 THE FIRST
QUESTION WE ASK WHEN BUYING OUR BRUSHES—BE THEY
HAIR BRUSHES, CLOTHES BRUSHES OR PAINT BRUSHES.

BUY YOUR BRUSHES FROM US

WON'T FALL OUT.

AND THE BRISTLES

BUY “ALL"” OF YOUR DRUG STORE THINGS FROM US
AND YOU CAN "RELY" ON WHAT YOU BUY.

ALL BRISTLE GOODS FULLY GUARANTEED.

Levy-Vogel Drug Co.

PRESCRIPTION

SPECIALISTS.

THE TRUTH ABOUT
RAILROAD WAGES

By
WM. LEAVITT STODDARD
(In Peason's Magazine for April.)

-
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cause their labor power, applied 1o
greater machinery, is bringing in
more money, while at the same time
the proportionate share of labor to
profits is decreating, the men are jus-
tified in demanding higher wages.
If they do not demand something
which meuns, pelaps, more to them
lat this particular moment—shorter
,hours.l Their labor power is costing
t‘.!m riilroads less and less in propor-
tion to the value which it creates. A
rough estimate of the staggering to-
tal of the surplus which Is thus piling

up as a resylt of the productive effi-| That was three years ago. The

" ) ciency of the men may be gathered | “unreasonubly long' hours still pre-
MATINEE 1st Show At 2 from an estimate made by W. Jett|vail. The roads have not made them
ond Sh At 3:35 Lauck in the western wage arbitration ! rensonnble. The overtime continues

Znd show £ s M case, This estimate applies only to The men, acuteély conscions of the

43 western railronds and covers the
period from 1909 to 1013. Mr. Lauck
maintained:

“That, after the payment of all in-
creases in costs of operation, and af-
ter allowing interedt at 4 per cent an-
num for expenditures for additional
property during the same period,
there was a balance remaining to com-
pensate the increased roductive
efficiency of locomotice engineers and
firemen and other labor of 850,541,
129. If a return of 4 per cent be con-
sidered too small, in the light of the
present conditions affecting the supp-
ly of capital, and 5 per cent be allowed
to added capital investiment during
this period, including the additions
made from income, there would still
remain $34,620,674 availnble for the
compensation of incrensed productive
efficiency on the part of locomdtive
engineers uand firemen und other la-
bor. These gains are now contained
in the accumulated surplus and other
agsets of the railroads, and Tocomotive
engineers 'and firemen axe entitled to
a furlther participation in these gpains
beccuse of their efficiency and be-
cause of inerensed work, duties, and
responsibilities,”

In addition to this enormous fund
‘available for increased wapes or for
reduced hours of labor, additional
sums amounting to literally hundreds
of millions of dollars would be avail-
able had the ruilroads been wisely

way robbery, gentlemanly looting, an
the machinations of the Ei financiers
have accounted for the absolute dis-
appearance of many millions of doi-
lars more. The story is an old one,
and T merely mention it here to re-
fresh the minds of those who, hypnot-
ized by the specious pretense of hon-
esty and concern for the public which
characterizes the typleal railroad
magnate today, might possibly forget
that while the past is dead and gone
it is not yet paid for. And the men
who are paying for it are these four
hundred thousand who now ask, as a
small share of their just dues, that
their toil be limited to eight hours a
day. {

Estimates from railroad sources
ploce the cost to the railroads of
granting the eight hour day at a very
high figure. These estimates should
be taken with many grains of salt.
In considering them 1t should be re-
membered that no dhange to funda-
mental as the change from a ten-to
eight-hour day can possibly be effect-
ed without some expense, nor can the
roads expect to continue an eight-
hour day without, probably, a large
additional annual outlay. But for
this out lay they will sccure better
service from men who are not being
worked up to the edge of exhaustion.
They will develop a body of em-
ployees who will last longer than
those who now work on the railroads,
Measured in life, bealth and happiness
not to say measured in increased ef-
ficieney and therefore inereased pro-
ducticely, the railroads can not help
but gain. The men will gain, And
the public will gain.

To illustrate the probable

small

. | amount of avertime which will be re-

|quired to do exactly the same amount
of work which is being done today, let

: tonio
managed money which should have 2
Iplieaies st Texas wnd New Orleans,
gone ko weges and dividends. Right Morgans Louisiana  and Texas

dent that in many cuses neither the
! management nor the trainmen can|
| prevent overtime; and that it appears |
to this Board, therefore, that punitive |
{ overtime, us it is called, is an unsound
principle when applied to the running |
tof troing,. The Board hopes that some |
jother method can be devised for re-
, dueing overtime; for it does carnestly
believe that the houts demanded in
slow freight anll construction service
nre unreasonably long. If no other |
I remedy ean be found, possibly puni- '
tive overtime should he tried.”

‘lph_\-sical suffering arising from this
jcondition of affairs, are asking for
punitive overtime—overtime at so
'high a tate that the reilroads will
Ikeep within the eight-hour schedule
wherever possible, rather than pay il
1t will be interesting to see t\mther
the next Board will be as intelligent
s this one.

The four hundred thousand men
want an eight-hour day. The few
hundred men whe employ and officer
this army say that the establishment
of an eight-houwr day would ruin the
railroads. The men deny this, and in
their denial they point to the fact
that Tundreds of miles of the most
prosperous railroads in the country
are now being operated on an eight-
hour basis, This is a Tact and ¥ will
not be dis‘:utod. With exceptional in-
stances which do not affect the main
truth of this stutement, be it known
that 8 per cent of the roads in west-
ern territory run on the eighthour
basis, and lthat 57 per cent—more than
half—of the roads in sontheastern
territory run on the same basis. The
men do not receive time-and-a-half
for overtime, but they work only eight
hours @& day, and that is what the
brotherhood primarily desire,

The names of these railronds are
as follows:
Waestern territory:

El Pazo and Southwestern,

Galveston, Harrisburg and Sun An-

Railronds and Steamship Co.

Louislana Western,

Houston and Texas Cenitral,
Houston, Enst nnd West Texas,

Houston and Shreveport.
Southeastern territory:

Atlanta, Birmingham and Atlantic

Railroad,

Altlantie Coast Line Railroad,

Central of Georgin Railroad,

Charleston and Western Carolinn
Railroad, ' .

Flopida and Bast Coast Railway,

Georgin Railroad,

Louisville and Nashville Railroad,

Nashville, Chattanooga and St

Louis Railway,

Norfolk Southern Railroad,

Seaboard Alr Line Railway.

These roads, with one or two excep-
tions, are entirely solvent and are not
in the Hands of the receivers. In the
southern group particularly are some
of the finest systems in the country,
systems which are doing wonderful
work in opening up and building up
the south. Perhaps because of the
fact that they are run on the eight-
hour basis, their prosperity is assured
aund sound. Ceiltainly it is not the
truth that they are going down as the
New Haven went down for any cause
to be attiributed, directly or indirectly,
to the existence of the eight-hour day.
You do not hear about these roads in
the publicity muaterial sent out by the
gentlemen who are trying to manu-
fadture a public opinion which shall
atand behind them in their refusal to
grant anseight-hour day on the re-
maining 43 per cent of the southern
roads, on the remaining 97 per cent
of the western roads, and on [the 100
per cent of the castern roads, 1 don't
know why, but my gues iz that such
facts do not fit into the arepment of
the railroads. T therefore toke great
i i them—

ayment of time- |

bound in convenient
form for use in your kitchen will be
mailed FREE if you send your name and
address.

The cooking lessons explain how
you can always have “good luck” in
vour baking through choosing the
right materials, mixing them, regulat-
ing the heat of your oven, etc,

Address
JAQUES MFG. CO., CHICAGO

FATING
POTATOES
$1.75

Early Rose or
Early Ohio

Fahcy $3.00

JUST RECEIVED A FRESH LOT OF OVERLAND
PURE APPLE CIDER

All kinds of Vegetables and Fruits
Fancy Mackerel 2 for 25¢
Sauer Kraut, while it lasts 5 Cts. a Quart

FRESH LOT UNCLE SAMS HEALTH FOOD

Oregon Co-Operative Association

St i M- . us take the example of the through [pleasure  in  emphasizing
p (Continued from Monday.) I"f‘,ﬁ_“,‘, ',‘\T“" 15 u‘?r‘f‘_‘”f- “fﬂttic‘j “ton | fraight trains in western territory. |fird- : 1118 1-2 Adams Ave. La Grande, Ore.
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= e y ueh & : " * et ] [ 4 0 e trains avernge H s L ot ; TR o s
As a matter of fact, although the! o o0 Garitorys —discloadd ) that o T.E:illl“:*(';’ R'}nln::-;{‘:u\,']lfjr.? ;\i-‘(;l:ﬁl;.gl.'!xnlw possible, impracticable dream—it is a |

actual totals spent in wages to rall-
road labor have risen, the cost of la-
bor has been going down. That is te
say, each dollar in labor has hrought
in a greater return than ever before,
This faet the railroads will dispute,
and so it is well to make it clear, It
is one of the striking facts in modern
industry for it applies to otker fields.
But in the transportation field alone
this fact is particularly significant.
For example:

It is the job of the railroad to haul

¢osts less to haul one ton one mile, so0
flar a5 labor is concerned, than it did
| say, twenty vears ngeo.. For instances,
| for each $1,000 paid to engineers and
firemen on these lines in 1913, it was

imrn miles than in 1890. Taking both
[ freizht and passenger traffic to-
| gether, for each $1,000 paid to engine-
ers and firemen in 1913, from 40 to 50
! per cent more ton miles were hauled
{than in 1890. On a word, owing fo
higerer and betber machinery and fo

through freieht service, as every rail-
road man knows (the dividend receiv-
ers may not know this.), is the slow-
IML service there is, Yet in this ser-
gulation hundred miles between ter-
minals in eonly 24 minutes over the
eight hour limit. Bach worker on
these slow trains, therefore, would be
paid for only 24 minutes of overtime,
and were the proposed overtimea extra
payment in effeect, it is very probable
that the railronds would find it en-

, ! Z ,, | vice the trains run more than 'the re- |
possible to handle 92 per cent more|

reality on hundreds of miles of ling |
today. It works there—why s-'hnu]d|
not it work elsewhere?

| There ig not much else to say -}\'.—|
vept, to repeat that all the men are |
ufter iz on eight-hour day; that they |
{want it beeause now they are working
{hnura which an  official body has
called  “unreasonably  long;”  that
when they get it they will be better
ymen and better workers; Ithat the
| railronds ean fully afford to let them
have it: and that experience in  the

oods, The volume of traffic is mea- .k | e : ! Y ; L. il
sured by the weight of the goods and |other causes, railroad labor s con- tirely foasible to hurry up a litile and [Past has proved, both on the rail-
the distance which thoy carried. Tha|stantly creating morc and more|save the 24 minutes and the extra|'02ds and in industry generally, that

Sk L = [wages. The men wonld help them to | Feduction of hours always means

'- ' = close work sharply within eight hours. | FreRier efficiency and greater pro-
/ | At the very worst, no one would claim | FUCkVItY. ; o
el This eight-hour movement, this

that 24 minutes of overtime
riin the ronds,

great arising of these four hundred |

IMBLER, OR. EVANS, OR.

s

! ) | B , 2 81 enilrond workingmen, is |
s ’ w d | It is also interesting to know tht thousamnd sl o s el \
w" . > Wil lone of nos#Ht agnificent  and |
A Na“tlons a'tCh r all trains operated in through freijiit l::lltﬁi'r;:dnuse I:T:r:n- mr?:'al-ml?.rnt'a of 1:;:'.' O l M f T-
service showed an average fime be- | Supendous, lspor movemente of the nly a atter o ime

“BE PREPARED"

,‘/

The laxative tablet

with the pleasant taste

Guard the home against
‘biliousness and constipation

PUTNAM’'S DRUG STORE

THE REXALL STORE

| tween terminals, the terminals being
| 113 miles apart, of 9 hours and 18
| minutes, or 1 hour and 18 minutes
| overtime according to the present re-
|r|uc5'..- of the men for an ecight<hour
| day,

In one of the most recont hig ril-
| road arbiiration ecases, that of the
Icnm{uctc)rs and trainmen in eastern
sed on the facts and the arguments,
and which handed down the award,
made some very interesting atate-
ments. For example, the Board con-
[ fessed itself perplexed by being told
“thnt where population is greatest
and cities nearest to each other, and
where the amount of freight to he
handled is the largest, that there the
men should find it necessary to work
longer hours than in the more sparse-
Iy inhabited parts of the country in
order to earm the same
money."”

amount of

| round numbers at war strength, con-
men.  These railroad
organized  in military
fashion, would make n total of very
nearly two score divisions, a foree |
large enough to withstand any earthly |
invader who might want to tiake |
possession of the United States. Yes- |
i1('ITiJ‘§' these men were separately or- |

taing 22,000
workers, if

territory, the Board which finully pas- | punized in their several hrotherhoods. |

Today, for the first time in history,
'[hl'\"l'i!“_' topether, behind a common
front, demanding of the little gener-
alg and chiefs of stafl who sit in New
York and hand out wages and pen-

sions and schedules of hours of toil in]

Ithu industrial  trenches, that their
time of labor be ecut, 1
Ifnur hundred thousand will win; of

this ithere can be absolutely no ques-

Evantually the |

unti' the use of foods which lack certain nutritive clements sup.
plied by the field grains, will result in decroised mental and
phyeical aetivity—often ill health.,

There is one food that supplies in aplendid proportion these
vitul mineral elements—phosphate of potash, ete.—s0 necessury
for keeping one physically and mentally vigorous.

That food is

- GRAPE-NUTS

Mude of whole wheat and malted barley, it supplies all the
nutriment of the grains, is long baked and rendered partially pro-
digested—a wonderful energizer of body and brain,

tion But that they may win with-
out bloodshed and riot and strike and
war, it is necessary that the people
know the truth, which, as the post

On the question of paying time and {says, shall set the people free.

“There’s a Reason” for Grape-Nuts

Sold by Grocers Everywhere

|




