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Letters to Santa Claus

ITH the spprosch of Christ-
mis  eneh  year the Santa
Claus  Assoclation of New
York, which each Christmia

tries to answer the requests of

thousands of poor children who
would otherwise recelve no
presents  Christmas morning,
recetves hundreds of letters
each day from all parts of the

United States and Cannda.
Below are a few of the hun-

dreds of letters recelved by

the sssoclation. 'The first 18

from a little girl in the Bronx:

Dear Sunta Claus~Do you live

Rose, ten years of age, wanis &

doll; John, meven, wanta & en-
gine; Allce, about five, Wants &
doll; Beatrice, just more than

three, wants s set of diahes, and
Andrew, not two yet, wants a
Teddy bear.

. 8.-1 hope to get wbat [ nak

for. 1 am very fwr. and my
father In not working, Your lt-
tls friend, ROBE —.

This Jetter was recelved from
a little girl whose home Is on
the wost side oot far from

Times square:

Dear Banta Claus—I heard about
your great kindness to poor chil-
dren, and 1 hope vou will ba good
to us. 1 have a lttle cripple als-
ter mnd a baby sluter and brother,
My llttle eripple aister Is only
fiva, and my paps hna besn out
of work all gummer. 1 hupes you
will answar soon and won't for-
get um.  Your littie girl friend,

HARRIET —.

A mix-year-old 1ad . whose
home fs in n distunt part of
Brooklyn sent thix lefter to
the genora| postoffice. The let-

Gt ————— Ll
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DON'T UNDERDO CHRISTMAS.

Botter Overlavieshness Than Niggardii-
ness at Holiday Season,

The things we do at Christmas are
touched with o certaln grolu of extrav:
aganee, as beautiful {o some of its
aspects ns the extrnvagunce of nature
in June.

It 1s the children's earnival, the mid.
summer of charity to the poor, the
springtide of good will to men; the time
of the year when heaven opens und
aogelas come down to silng to sallors
on the ocein, to old country folks in
the long reaches of new colonles, to
people in hospituls, poorhouses, in man-
glong and “the huts where poor men
lie;" the time when the atmosphere in
Just right for clear burning fires, nod it
would be something of a shame for the
wind to send the smoke down any
chimney us It does a week before or
after; when there fs a goodly smell
ubroad, aa if the frankincenss the wise
man brought on a day long ago to tem-
per the tailnt of a stable had got into
this whole world of ours, as a tralling
cloud of the odors of eplced bread;
when the poorest platters and muogs
take a touch of fine recklessness by
renson of the thoughtfuluess of those
who have bread enough and to spsre;
when the Christinas tree grows all ra-
dinnt and froftful, as oo other tree
which blooms through the year, for it
bears at least twelve manners of frult,
and the leaves of the tree are for Lhe
heallng of the natlons,

I would not, therefore, lusalt Christ.
mas by undenlolng It. The man who
then does most for his fellow men, ac-
cording to hlp means, does hest. We
can give the tramp who comes to our
back door u roynl cup of cofee Christ-
mas morning with a good gracve, though
we have to see that he does not run

tex was forwaurded to the Banta
Claus assoclation:

Dear Honty-I wanits o nles
small traln, nol n exponsive one—
one that's Just strong and will |
Iant Jong time. ‘Mhis s all T want, |
and ‘'we gan't 'wfford nothing thisx |
winter. Yours truly,

NONALD —,

This letter hos been received |
from n child whose homo 15 in
n sowll town In the northern
part of Ontario, Canada:

Dear Friend Sunta Claus—1 am
a very littla girl, not ten vears |
old, and both my parenis are
very poor, and they suld they |
couldn't heing me nothing this |
Christman, and what T wint in |
a palr of foe skutes and, If you |
enn wpare them, aiso a pale of
hockey boots. Your little friend, |

MABEL —. |

Little Miss Mubel's seven |
your-old sister, Kthel, also ask- |
ed for n palr of skates and |
added that she would consider |
the gift “a very beautiful and '
Hkewlse n preclous one’

Most of the lettors are -
thetic, of course, but the asso.
clation also recelves some very
Indicrous requests.

S8UNDAY 8CHOOL CHRIST-
MAS8 TREE.

This Is a custom practiced
by a Bunday school wheore the
children nre all of the wenlthy
class, but it s a plan that
many schools may like to try,
On the plotform stands a bean-
tiful large tree mude gay with
ornaments nnd IMghts, but to-
tally dovold of presents, The
classes nssemble, each pupll
bringing n gift. marked “for a
& glrl" or “for n boy," with
the nge of the reciplent writ-
ten on, (00, 80 thoge who make
the distributlon  will  have
fome iden which la the pack-
nge to give to “who"

The gifts nre carefully wrap.
ped nnd made Just ns “Chrlst-
masy”  looking ns possible,
When the clasgs roll Ia called
respobses are made by edeli
closs golog forward apd lay-
ing ‘thelr offerings beside the
tree. In return ench child s
honded an orange nnd a small
box of eandy, this treat balng
usunlly  provided by some
wealthy puarlghioner who s
fond of the ehifldven nnd who
does not work regularly fn
the Bundny school,

Chirlstings carols and n short
service follow, and the next
doy the presentd nre thlien to
the clty migsion or some wpe-
clal chnrity, Toys and books
that are in perfectly good con-
dtlon nre aceepted, lut only
such articles as may be of-
ferad without compunctions of 1
cousclonve to one of Gol's 1t-
tle ones. This genernl clenring
honse {8 o splendid Ien, and
the children learn the lesson
of passing on what hins glven
them pleasure. A dear Nttle
mother suys that her childeen
were interested il the year
in trylug to keep thelr toys
“niee” for the sake of the
“other child's Christmas.”

|

The Christmas enndie] What
A charming sound it has and
what a “homey" ploture it
conjures before us of the
mnany who will attend (ta
burning on Christmas eve!
All of us know the legend of
the Christmns candle. If It
burne ¢lenr down to the sock-
et good luck and prosperity
will attend that household
throughout the year.

awny with the spoon,

They are wide pages the angel opens
in the book of life at Christmas, and
when we do our best we cannot do it
quicker than he ¢nn write It down.—
Rev, Dr. Robert Collyer.

CHRIST'S COMING.

Well May It Be Celebrated With Joy
and Thanksgiving.

Well  may the great event which
Christmas  conmemorates be every-
where devontly eclebriated with Joy
and thanksglving, Well may {ts annl.
versary be everywhere hidled ng a thne
of speclal glndness. o time when every
heart shall expand and every band be
generously open: when enmities shall
ba forgotton smd universal good will
prevall; when glfts from friend to
friend shnil nbound, and especlally

| gifts from those who have an abun-

dnnee of this world’s gonds to those
who nre scantily furnished with them

Clhrlstmas  commemomtes the com.
lug of our Divine Lord to earth, to
bring light and joy nnd gladoesa and
to “glve gifts to men.” even the grent-
et and moxt preclous of all gifts—the
gift of salvation., We rejolee In the
making and recelving of enrthly gifts,
How much more should we glve evl
dence of Joy In the weceptance of the
greatest of spivitunl glfis!

Origin of Gift Giving,

It Is belleved by many that our cus-
tom of glving glfts comes from un old
custom of priests putting on board of
all outgoilng ships a box for alms
This box wns opened at Christmos
timne nnd masses sald for the glving
of alms, and It was called n "Christ
Mass" box. From this has come our
custom of giving boxes and gifts.

Christmas All the Year.

Doubtless children wish that Christ-
mag would last nll the year, and in n
nobler sense it might and ought to dis-
penso Ita Dlesdings throughout aevery
seuson, We sbionld not be conutent with
only an annual melting Into tenderness
townrd our brethren, but should per
petunlly cuitivate the spirit of unself-
Ishness nnd praciieal love.

| Christmas Dolly

The greater part of the Lolly that s
used for Chrelstmns decocntion o the
weatern part of the Unlted States
comes from gouthern Arkansng ol
Texns, where the “Americin holly™ at-
tning n greater slze and o more perfoct
form thnn anywhere else in this coun:
try, 1t grosvs there to a helght of from
forty to fifty feet.

The natlve hollles, some of them
evergreen, others declduous In habig
nre ng o fumily of vonsldernblo Interest
at this thme.  The group of plants to
which these belong, known botnnleally
ng the flex famdly, s;oe of which are
shruba and some of tree stze, {s widely
distributed through the tropleal and
tempernte reglons of the globe. About
i dozen of its members are natlve to
eastern North Amerlea; five attaln to
the dignity of trees. Four of theae be-
long enly to reglons southward of New

" England, but one brings ts northerly

range to the vivinity of Boston.

It 13 evergreen in habit, lke Ita Eng-
llsh eonsin, which It resembles also In
general appearnnce and particnlarly In
Ity leaves,, which are rather oval in
shnpe, though small at both ends, with
edyges conrsely toothed and armed with
sbharp spines, stiff in texture, wavy and
pleturesque in surface and effect and

: | of m durk glossy green color.

In the autumn the treca shiow rieh
Qlusters of rd Dberrles gleaming
through the follnge in the most cheer
ful manner, They may, In fact, take
the place In some degree of the de-
lightful British plant, which most un.
fortunately will not endure our ell-
mate, though ane sccs its plomp form
flourishing in the most rugged health
around the wooded shores of Loch Lo-
mond, in Beotland, and that s nearly
&8 far porth Ay the middle of Hudson
bay, in Britiah North Amerkcoa.

Chrisimas I the Army

NETAZR at home or In

the Philippine  Islands,
Chirlstmus 18 observed in
the howes of the Unlted
States army officers and enllsted
men with familles, just as it Is
among civilluns, The bachelors
who wear side arms gencrully soe
to It that the table at the officers’
mess and that the club quariers
have thelr supplies of holly., At
most of the nrmy posts all duties
except the necessary gunrd and fa-
tigue are suspended

Interesting Christmos tree exer
elses nre beld, with presents for
old and young Banta Claus s
geverally Impersonated by an of-
ficer, and at some of the poats the
children are entertuined with mov-
ing pletures of Christmas panto-
mimes and with Christmas musie,

There used to be 4 custom in the
wriny of going along the line on
Christnss morning and looking ut
the gifts every one hnd received.
The mnrried people went to the
bachelors' quarters, almost every
one taking some little remem-
brance, In the far western posts
In the old dnys homemade candy
or cikes were made and presented,
The wives of the officers every
Christmas used to send to the en-
listed men of thelr busbanis' com-
panles large plum cakes.

Extra good rations during the
Christmas holidays are now 4 spe-
clal feature at the most lsolated
of the army poats in the United
States or nmong the forelgn pos-
seasions.
served are In marked contrast
with those obtalpable in the old
days of roughing It on the fron-
tier,

Years ngo cnnned goods from

The cholee viands now .

the commissary bad to be depend- *

ed npon, and the meat consisted
of Dbeef, Huntlng partles were
made up, In which case there wus
a treat to bulfnlo or antelope,
Christmas boxes were eagerly
awnlted from relatives and friends
In the enst. The day before every
ofcer and enlisted man who could
go to town did so to meet the stage
with the preclous boxes.

At some of the Isoluted western
posts dinners were glven to friend- o

Iy Indlans, und It wns an event of
A lifetime to see scouts, sQUAWH
and papooses, gaudily dressed. do-
Ing justice to a spread of turkeys
and other good things.

Church Decorations Are Old.

The decorating of the churches
with grecos is o custom of which
the orlgin dates back to doys be-
fore the Christlan ern. At the feast
of the Tabernacle the Jews gath-
ered palm and olive branches and
other greens to decoriite thelr tem-
ples, and the heathen used such
daecorations for many of their fes-
tivals.

We are among those who
have been accustomed to hail
the return of this day as a
day devoted to the purposes
both of religions nnd soclal
duties. Hnving In the morn-
ing performed our devotlonal
exercises In grateful recollec-
tlon of him who bLrought life
and {mmortality to a benlght-
ed world and who has taught
lis followers by the slmplest
and purest yet most sublime
and salutary precepts how to
obtaln present comfort and fo-
ture bappiness, we may In the
after part of the dily meot our
friends and relntives In soclal
converse,

From the morning’s dovotion
and the evening's Innocent

tice those benign principles
which teach us to check as-
perities and to banlsh preju-
dives, to cultivate nelghborly
affections nnd to cherish those
amlealdo sympatiies and char-
itlen, bath moral nnd political,
which should distingulsh us
ns Christinng in deed as well
s in nome. By o slucere en-
deavor to perform these dutles
—util every Christinn ought

renders ng shnll be permitted
by Divine Providence to cele-
brate another nnniversnry of
the Messenger of peace and
good will to men may in the
yenr 1814, with humble confl-
dence, belleve that they be-
come wiser men and better
members of soclety and hope
for ndmission Into wanother
und a better world.—An Edl-
tor's Greetlng to His Readera
a Century Ago.

Mince ples were known In
Eugland In the slxteenth een-

tury as “mution ples,” the
other {ngredients Lelng much
the snme ns today, Later they
were called “shred ples” and
h “Chiristmas ples,” as In Her-
rick's poems, He refers to
the ol practice of sctting a
wateh on Clrlastmas eve over
the great store of mince ples
o made for the morrow's feast

recrention let vs learn to prae- .

to perform them—suth of our B
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: Heg Trage Mark, U, S P'al. Ofon 1
' The one perfect front-lace
corset with that exclusive
VENTILO back, and VENTILO
; front shield. A model for every 1
i possible figure and a price for
A ! every purse.—$2.00 and up.
.
F|!  MRS. ROBERT PATTISON
H CORSETIERE.
[ Other models st $2.00 op.
Residence 1702 Ok
Phone Red 82821
esesenEAESan

Arersted on Wife's Complaint.

Ceantralin, Wash.,, Deec, 23.—Sun-
day night Mat Wirsdorfer, proprie.
tor of the Lennox hotel, was arrested
on a charge of assault perferred by
Later Wirsdorfer had Ray
Wheeler arrested on a felony charge.
Yesterday afteinoon Justice Charles
Hoss dismissed the case against the
hotel man and continued that against
Mrs, Wirs-
are witnesses

his wife.

Wheeler until tomorrow.
dorfer's two sons
against Wheeler,

——

O. A. C,
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FARMERS' AND HOME-MAKERS' WEEK

aod RURAL LIFE CONFERENCES
January 3 to 8, 1016

Live lll'or?nunn. Pructical Help for the Home
the

» Parm, the Community.

Conventions of Oregon's Greatest Tudustries
Conferences on Oregon's Most Vital Problems

LECTURES- DEMONSTRATIONS—

axllllil'rmNE—ENTEu‘rMHHm
Itian

Two thousand people uttended last year,
great place to muke friends—with live
thinkers und live thoughts, good
workers, and good work,

WINTER SHORT COURSE
January 1o to February 4, 1916

A Practical Agricultural Course In & Nut ’_alull.
o

Applied Science in Actual Work
the Farw aud Houschold,

Counies in FRULT RAIBIN

ING, SEWING, HOUSEH

NURSING, BUSINESS

Corres
pert Instruction In Musie
Reduced railrond rates,

. to The College Exchange, O
Vo A L N

G, FARM CROPS,
Bl TSR AV BRIRX YOk
BU 1. DING, FAR NI BRK NG, RORAL
okcamu'noﬁ“u,%msﬁwﬁ. g

denice Courses Without l;t‘ul.llm.

DeepCurve

LENSES

Are designed especially to re-
lieve all forms of eye strgin and
to correct more perfectly errors
of refraction. A few of the ad-
vantages of Heacock deep
curve lenses are, Clearer Vis-
jon, Wider Field, Greater Com-
fort and Improved Appearance.

My work combines that of both
oculist and optician. I pre-
seribe, grind and fit mf own
glasses. The responsibility is
mine—the comfort nand
faction is yours,

patis-

You only have one pair of eyes;
take them to the best specialist
in La Grande. That's Heacock.

S0

Office drd floor of New Foley
Building.

P ———

SUNKIST BRAND

4 gizes—25¢, 30¢, 40¢, 50c per dozen.

Sweet Japanese oranges, 20c per dozen.
Try a sack of

SNOW DROP FLOUR, per sack ...
There is nothing better.

PHONE MAIN 70

HARRIS GROCERY
408 North Fir Street, Cross Track

$1.46

.
~

What does he say?

CALIFORNIA

IS BETTER EVERY YEAR

HE climate doesn't change, but there are

alwayssomeattractionsor pleasuresadded
to those of previous years. Take this year—
the exquisite Exposition at San Diego—and
movies in the making — are added to the us-
ual tennis, golf, polo and countless California
delights.

Go to California this winter. Ask an%rcpmscntatiw of
Oregon-Washington Railroad & Navigation Co.

UNION PACIFIC SYSTEM

to help you plan your trip. See your local O-W.R. &
N. agent today, or write the General Passenger Agent,
Portland, for literature and full information.

e
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CANMAN
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: “We Wish You all True
. Xmas Cheer
|.= Lasting Thruout the Coming Year” '

CARPENTERS - READ

Our Xmas offer to auny carpenter with some spare
time on his hands,

FOR RENT OR SALE.

T

We have a house, a few blocks from the high school
that we will rent to some carpenter, and he can pay
the rent by making repairs about the house. This
place can be bought on terms just like paving rent,

and by fixing and painting up a bit it eould be sold at
a great profit. If you wish to rent this house for
your spare time, or wish to buy it on your own terms
come and see us at once.

S

Let us insure your huild_ing, furniture, auto, mer-
chandise, ete.

i Geo. H. Currey
E Yogl c}‘A HE WHO MOVES 108 Elm Street
: Phone, xk 200 | REAL ESTATE h"’cj’?"r‘l'-d&
se Our Want Ad Column




