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La Grande, Ore., De¢. 10.—(To the
Editor of the Observer)—There is
one aspect of the charter amendment
question which I believe has not been
adequately emphasized and which is
far and away more important than
the amount of money involved in two
paving contracts, payment of which all
parties concerned are now trying to
avoid, I refer to the personal and
property rights of the individual eciti-
zen, admitting’ of course, the essential
Justice of the right of eminent domain
as generally exercised by the govern-
ment whether national, state or muni-
cipal.

A knowledge of the facts will con-
Jinte anyone that La Grande has in
the pnst under the old form of govern.
ment by ecouncil and mayor, beer no
exception to the general statemnent
that American cities are the worst

governed in the civilized world. We
have some six miles of pavement and
I do not know of a single foot of it
that is first class—even the su-calied|
“Standard.” Nor of the second uruh
third class which we have do I know |
of a square yard which is worth the'
price charged for it, taking as & basis
the work of the Warren Construction
home town in the

difference in cost of labor and mater-
inls east and wést.

If the old council which passed, not
to say shoved through precipitately,
the various contracts under which the
work was done had remained and were
still in control of the city's affairs;
and if the majority of the property
owners concerned were still as sufiine
and docile as most of them were at
that time, I venture the guess that we
would still have the Warren Construc-
tion Company with us; and hard sur-
face pavement of dubious quality and
exhorbitant price would be under con-
struction in the remote backalleys and
suburbs of our charming city. Their
labor of love reminds one strongly of
Will Carlton's lightning-rod agent
who crowned each separate hay-cock
belonging to the old farmer, to rescue
it “from Heaven's consuming fire,”"—
at s0 much per foot, quantity and the
consent of the owner, quite imma-
terial.

I consider it eause for congratula-
tion thet men like Mr, Oliver and a
few others with something of the old
spirit of “76" put up a fight, and did
their best to rid us of further imposi-

pany “sitting on the heads” of the
luckless inhabitants; and 1 recall thea
telling a number of my acquaintances,
including some city officials that the
citizens were not recelving the quality
of pavement they were entitled to re-
celve for the price chuarged,

Now the cry of selfishness is raised
againsk the property owners who had
the good sense to protest and were
steam rollered by the council. Their
natural reply to this accusation is,—
“"Why didn't you, too, protest. How
can you 2scape the logical responsibili-
ty for the acts of the councilmen whom
you elected and whose high handed
procedure you never raides a fingev
to curb. The principal is surely liable
for the acts of his accredited agent.”

And yet, were it to be so,—were the

city at large to be lintle without re-
course, the voter at the coming elec-
tion would find himself in a dilemma:
If he should vote yes, he would help
confiscate the property of some of his
fellow citizens who had the pavement
thurst upon them against their Anited
| protest. If he should vote, no, it would
be unjust to many tax-payers, some
of whom never had had a chance 1o
protest the agpressions of the pav-
ing company.
" Then, too, -even o poor pavement is
worth something, whether desired or
not and the spirit of generous fair
play would suggest a compromise. |
believe that a compromise hetween the
city and the property owners affords
the only just seitlement, provided the
paving company can tecover,

Mr. Oliver believes the company
canmot recover and he stands willing
he tells me to defend for the city any
suit it may bring and guarantee the
city against loss of costs. In view of
the record of the company in La
Grande, it seems to me only a merited
and salotary lesson to it if it fails to
recover,

And now the city, so far from ac-
capting Mr, Oliver's offer, desires to
assume additional powers with the
acknowledged purpose of nullifying
the efforts of those who admittedly
stood up for their rights in opposition
to the Warren Construction Company,

I believe the American sense of fair
play will lead our citizens, to vote
against the conferring of these addi-
tional powers, to be so emp!n_ved_.__

1f taxation without representation
be tyranny, what shal we say of lax-

tion, At that time, Lo put it in graphic
oriental phraseology, “my soul was
aqueezed” to observe the paving com-

ation through misrepresentation!
Apart from the reassessment para:
graph and that which does away with

THERE ARE MANY REASONS

WHY EVERY

HOME IN LA

GRANDE SHOULD HAVE
ELECTRIC LIGHT.

Eastern Oregon Light &
Power Co.

Always at Your Service

Telephone Main 43

stands I shall yote no,
Sincerely,
H. L. UNDER?OOD.

——

ARTICLE ENDORSED.

Writer Reminds Voters that Defecta
Were Cited at the Oulset,

La Grande, Dec. 11.—(To the Edi-
tor)—I am glad to notesthat this
tl!ne mla are aware of and taking

interest in the provisions
ut t.ha new charter or amended char-
ter as some call it. Two years ago
think 1 was the only person
called public attention to the defects
of the charter thgn voted on., If the
people had been awake to their rights
then as they are now much trouble
would have ybeau saved, In regard
to the charter to be voted on next
\londny I desgire to say that the ar-
ticle in Thursday's paper, signed by
L. P. Day and others about covers
my views. I have been & taxpayer
and street improvement payer for
years but will not vote such auto-
cratic power to the city eommission
even if I should thersby gain $18.00
or any other sum., [ think there sre
other and better ways to remedy our

charter defects,
s~ J, H. BLUMENSTEIN.

SEVERAL SBIGN ARTICLE,

——

Group of Businessmen Express Their
Recommendations About Charter

La Grande, Dec, 11.—(To the Edi-
tor and voters of the city of La
Grande)—The sole question to be de-
cided in wvoting on the proposed chiay-
ter amendment next Monday is this,
“Who shall pay for the street im-
provements made on North Second
street and on South Fourth street?”
Shall we, as ﬁenem! taxpayers pay
for them, or shall the property own:
ers, who either asked the
miake those improvements, or sat
fuietly by while they were belng
made, pay for them? Shall we pay
for these improvements out of our
pockets, or shall they pay for them?
If we, the general taxpayers, must
pay for them, it means that we shall
have to dig up ubout £85,000 out of
our own pockets, This means the
sum of $18.00 on each $1000 of our
assessments. How does this strike
you?

Lower taxes under such conditions
as these are absolulely impossible.
Therefore vote "Yes” on the charter,
and protect your own pocketbooks.
We are paying for our own strest

city to

improvements. We ask that other
people fpuy for theirs.

We shall therefore vote “Yes" on
the charter amendment. And we

urge all voters who want lower city
taxes to do likewise:
8. C. Zuber
J. C, Henry
Fred Holmes 4
C. D. Emahiger
F. L. Meyers
H. E. Coolidge
J. G. Snodgrass .
A. B. Cherry % |
C. D. Putman
H. F. French h
C. H. Scranton
C. 8. Dunn
Mac Wood
S. F. Andrew
W. H. Casey
C. W. Van Fleet
gll .?; h.]ones.
inl  Bohnenkamp
Chage M, Bohnenkamp
J. H. Child
C. L. Mackey
Mrs, J. W, White

“LET ALL PAY PART.”

Mrs. King Raises Point Regarding
Fourth Street Pavement.

La Grande, Dec., 11.—(T'0 the edi-
tor)—Before me lies a sheet gotlen
out by the “taxpnycrs protective com-
mittee,” with 10 reazons why we should
vote “yes” on the charter amendment,
and a8 I um interested, would like lu
say why I will vote no. First, I a
called upon to pay for street improv e—
ment for the benefit and use of “other
persons,” 1 do not live directly on
Fourth street, but am assessed just
the same, and am glad it is paved,
for all the “persons” in this end of
town have the use of it although they
are not obliged to pay for any im-
provement on it. Why should they
not help pay for use of it? And right
here I ask, if we pay for Fourth street
improvements—and it is ours, shall we

own streets paved? All nonsense.
The autos ay well as foot passengers

it.  Article six on this slip says “we
asked for the improvements.” 1

number, the majority 1 believe, that
wa not only did not ask for them, hut
absolutely proved we did not want
them,

than once, too.
ent,

forced upon us by an Unscrupulous
agent to get rid of him, and keep the
peace, but this is ?
homes from those who can ill alford
to lose them—the hard work of yoars
—and who were very well suited with
the street as jt was, and did not care
whether those who sported autos rode
by their doors or went some other
street. I pay taxes, and have property
where some day these commissioners
may use their power to “create an im-
provement district,” and mnke me pay
for what they think is an improvement
to my property and I am wise to that
scheme, for the property on South
Fourth street will rot be worth the
price of improvement assessed to it.
l‘\"’!."ll sall for that, who'll buy? Fur-

T would favor the n-\r Fharter, as it

close it up for our awn use exclusively !
and compel other people to have their |

are getting much good travel out of |

want to say for one, and also for a|

by trying to be heard in the
council through our lawyer, and more
If the price to be paid
was within reason, it would Le differ-
Sometimes we are willing to pay
for an article what it is worth if it is|

big graft, taking|

=l

@ taxpayer, LA
L. IRENE KING.
Not to Run for State Senate,

Roseburg, Or,
Katherine Clarke will not be a can-
didate for re-election (0 'the state
sennte, according to her public state-
ment, She was elected to fill & va-
enney and served in the lust logisla.
ture, the only woman senator in the
body.

Trustee's Sale.

it may loncern that the undersigned

Edmon Gnrn, decessed,
blic auetlon at the late residence o!

mon  Garn in n unt 1-4
Section 80 ]p R.
89 E. W. M. near mbler, Unlrm

County, Oregon, on Saturday, Decem-
her 18th, 1015, at 10 o’clock &, m,, cer-

the heirs, congisting of fnrmln: imple-
ments, horses, cows, pigs,
household goods and furniture,
Terms: Cash in hand on all articles
less than ten dollars—and terms for
articles bringing more thm that sam,
with approved securit
¥ Dﬁnl “this the Tth

J. M, GARN, Trugtee for Heirs. :

FOUN llub‘Irst:insﬁ fur ketween La
Grand and Perry, Owner can have
same by calling at Ohﬂerver —Ady

FOR SALE—Good White sewing|

FOR SALE—One of the most desir-
ahle residence lots in town. Call at
Newlin Book & Stationery Co.—
Adv. 11-27-1.

TAKEN UP—Bay two-year-old filley,
branded Z on left shoulder—S8t
Louis Barn.—Adv. 12-1-10t

branded G Bar on left
with sockling mare colt.

shoulder

| with suekling horse eolt. Reward.
| Return to T. E. Standley.—Adv,

22-1-10t p
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Itew. Trade Mark, 1 8 Psu Ofos

The one perfect front-lace
corset. with that exclusive
VENTILO back, and VENTILO
front shield. A model for every
possible figure and a price for
overy purse.—$2.00 and up.

MRS. ROBERT PATTISON
CORSETIERE.

Other models at $2.00 up.
Residence 1702 Onk
Phone Red 3221

Mm,uuAm";wtii '
cmmwmwmm;mw_
not need a * Vo ( " to

not a lawyer (plainly seen) but I am

Dec. Br-#lmlar .

Notice is hereby given to all whom !

late administrator of the enmta of
1 sell. at

tain persorml property bolongnig to
hay and

crny of December, b

12-4¢, —— ~LOW PRICES NOW———— """"
b A B a7 luie ri i s s e e ce 35,00 to $10.00
FOR SALE—Good Jonathan a;ple&. ﬁ:ﬂ-: ;‘:{t: and caps . hialk s aseTs 4 o 5 u:uo.'a.u
Phone Black 8702, Ad—12-7-6tp Men's shoes and rubhera vaverae s 70¢, §1.85, $2.50, $3.00, 83,560
/ g Men's ‘work Shirts .. c.uuivevinarnis RTeReratr |
FOR RENT—Two nicely furnishad Men’s work shirts, wool .. ...c0v0s to $1L.45
housekeeping rooms with bath, Men's heayy underwenr ......eesvss., KRR | N
1612 Adams. Phone Black 8801.— Union SUIS «ver .t mtou.'lt
Two blocks from center of town Cotton glaves and sox and handkerchiefs . ...... » 000 a0, 10¢, 15¢
ddv. 12-9-tf. Cotton g]o\'ras and sox wnol. » i .............u--uu.- 00‘350
. g Overalls, Union «....orsesrssssses Be, 85¢, $1.00
FOR RENT—Furnished house for Suit cases, trunks 'bgga oy ".-35, ‘l.ﬁ.. $2.00, $2.00
winter,—Phone Red 1482, 12-9-3tp, We buy and sell ‘il kinds of iewelg We keep open until 8p, Lo )
FOR SALE—Wood Phone Black 214 Dopat atveet, La Grangey SEseesl. 5 o
~1642,—Adv, : 12-8-12¢ WE BUY ALL KINDB OF mw qu m TRJ\DS.

machine at a bargain; first-class, T .
condition. Call Red 22.—Adv, . . i =1 i ;
dleht _,E—"" IT'S A BIGN FOR
FOR SALE-»—(‘h!ap, a,lot of ) TBANK!{IIVING
second-hand overcoala W son baddl g .
Bros., New Foley Building-z-‘;_%:. on oiir part tlut S m}' _

| LOST—One bay mare nine years old,
Also ona

brown mare five years old branded
J H S connected on left shoulder

1 .

LAY up a reserve fund aimt tli‘c

futurc;. Bad c|ro ps, misfortune o1
a great hnancia portumty may
come. Be prepares tep in ani
talk it over today. Be wue m-_t_img-g,-_g
this time. Pt

Start a savings account today. '
A dollar will do it

Adv. 12-8-10t. i
e United States National Bank
Capital $100,000 _ Surplus $16,000 Depomtaﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ(l
want Ads dalwiter Officers and Directors:
: gy R
YEARS AGO the erler an- T L Caviess, b l-'J F. Conley,
nounced the auction sale; then weo, T. Cochran, 'l‘: 3. Couch,
came the nana bills and J. C. Henry, : _:-,:J;' i
their "hit or miss” resulis— .
today the effective way Is -
the Want Ads—they hit the i e T ;
mark. That's what counts, Th y [ *
- e New York Store Is

The Workingman's Friend

|

sell the best Iumber, timber

etc., at the lowest posaible prices .
have besn so generously appre- A
ciated, We thank all who have &

favored us with their orders and
trust they will be as' wise in
choosing their turkey as they
were in selecting thelr lumber.

GEO PALMER LUMBER COMPANY

Retail Dept. Phone Main 8

COAL - COAL

Pleasant Valley Utah Ceal

$8.50 Per Ton
Stiles & Olinger

Phone Main 706 Guarantee Satisfaction

|

| Oxygen Acetylene Welding

WE WELD ALL KINDS OF METAL

Stornge hatteries recharged, magnets recharged. Rear
nxles made of the best nickle chrome axle ateel.

LEIGHTON’S GARAGE

THE NEW CIGAR

McCARTHY’S IMPERIAL

5S¢, 10c and 2 for 25¢ Made in La Grande

|
|




