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EIGHTH INSTALLMENT

CHAPTER XV
THE INHERITED SIN.

“Cetting kind of used to these sourt-
house shows, arept you, Lenora?
Quest remurked, as they stepped from
the suiomobile and eutered the house
fn Geurgla sguare.

“Could suyone fes]l much Eymps
th3,” wbe asked, “with those wen?
Bod Gullagher, us 1hey all cylled him,
i more Hke u prest byutal auimal
thao 2 bumas being. 1 think thet even
4 they bhed sentenced bim to death 1
should heve felt that it was quite the
proper thing tp have depe™

“Too much seutiment about those
things.” Quest pgreed, clippiug the end
off & cigar. “Men ke that are bet-
ter ¢ff the fuce of the earth. They
did 1helr best 10 send me there”

“Here's 8 cablegram for you™ Le
vora exclaimed, bringing it over to bim.
“Mr. Quest, 1 wonder if it's from Bcot
fend Yard'"”

Quest tore it open. They read it 10
gether, Lenors staunding on tiptoe to
peer over his shoulder:

“Btowaway unsweriug in every re
spetct your description of Crulg found
o Durbiaw.  idas been sroesied, &8
desired, and will be taken 1o Hamblin
bouee for identification by lord Asb.
Jeigh. Heply whether you are coming
over, and full detalls 58 to charge.”

“(200d for Bootiand Yard!" Quest de
clared  “Bo they've got bim. «h" Al
the same, 1hat fellow’s ue slippery &8
an eo]. Lepora, How should you like
& trip acroke the ocean, b

a biddes

a1 troubled. He moved to bis desk,
rummaged 2bout for a time, and Snal

of | by profuced an auclem volume,

1 “This reclly belongs 1o wy brother,
“Lord Ashleiph ™ he expliined “He

with al Brought it over with bim 1o show me
gome eutries coneerping which 7 was |

It comtuins & history eof
the Hamblin estate sines the days of
Cromwell, gnd bere Jo the back, you
see, Is u list of our furwers, balliffe
&nd domestic servents There was 2
Craig who was & tenaut of the firgd
Lord Asbleigh and fought with him in
the Cromwelllsy wars 25 a troopet
294 #loce those doys, so far 38 ] can
s6e, there has never been a time when
there husn't Hewn a Crafe in the sdy.
loe of our familly. » fine rece they
seem 1o heve been, until—"

“T'otfl when?™ Qunest demznded.

The lvok of trouble had onoe more
clouded 1he professors face lie
shrugeed his sbhoulders elightiy.

1+ *Touil Craig's fatber,” he admitted.

*lI am afraid T must pdmit that we
come upou 8 bed jdece of femily his
tory bhere. Silas Cralg eptered the
service of wy father in 1855, as uwoder
gumekecper. Here we ovine upon the
firet black msrk pgeinst the name.
e appears to bave lived reputably |
fior gome yusirs and thes, gftor 3 guar-
rel with & peighbior about sowe triviad
wutter, be deliberstely murdered bis,
# crime for whieh he wus tried and
executed in 1607, Jobn Crzig, his odly
son, entered our service in 1880, and,
when I left Eugland, scoompunied me
a8 wy valet”

There wes & momeut’s silence.

“Lepora and 1 #re s:iling tomor
row,” Quest sald “We are taking
over the necessary varruzie and shall
bring Cralg back bere for trigl”™

The professor smoked thoughtfully
for some momenty. Then he rose de.
Hberately to his feet. He had come
to & deelsion, He aunounced it calm-
iy, but frrevocably.

“] shall come with you” he an.
noupcad. 1 shall be glad to wisit
England, but apart from that 1 feel It
o be wy duty. I owe it to Craig to
pee that be has & fair chance, and |
owe i 1o the law to see that he paye
the penulty, if, indeed. he Is guilty of
theke crimes. Je Miss Lavra sccom-
panying you, too?" -

Quest ghook bis head.

“From what the surgecne tell us”
be sald, “it will be gome weeks before
sba Is able to travel. Al the same
tiwe, 1 must 1ell you that 1 am-glad of

“] shouid love it lLeoora replicd
“Do you mecan L, really®”

Suest nodded.

*That fellow fooled me prety well, |
aontisued, "but somehow § feel that
t wy bands op him iils time
i =gy there till he stinds where
Red Galisgher did today. 1 don't feel
content io let snyone else finish off
the leb. Gol any relatives over there™”

“] have an gunt iz London™ Lenors
told him, “the dearest old lady you
ever gaw. Sbhe'd give anything w)
bave me make her a visit.” |

Quest moved across to hix desk
znd took up a esilige list  He stud-
fed it for a few moments and turped
back to Lepora .

“Bend u cable off at once o Bcotland |
Yard,” he directed. “Say—Am eail

ing on Lusitania tomorrow. Heold pris- |
oner. Charge very serious. Have full
warrants.” " |

Lenora wrote down the message and |
went to the telephone to gend It off. |
As soon as she had finfshed Quest took |
up his hat again.

“Come on,” he invhed. The ma-
chine's outside. We'll Just go and look
in on the professor and tell him \:1@1
pews. Poor old chup, I'm afrald he'll
pever be the samwe man again”

They found the professor on his
hands and knees upon & dusty floor.
Carefully arranged before him were
the bones of & skeleton, each lald in
some nppolnted place.

“What about that unhappy man,
Cralg?" the professor asked, gloomily.
“Ign't the Durham almost due now?"

Quest tock out the cablegram froimn |
his pocket and passed it over The
profegsor's fingers trembled a little as

he read . He passed it buck, how-
aver, withaur Lminedinie Comminent. ]

“You sce, they have been cleverer |
over there than we were,” (uest re |
marked.

“Perhaps,” the professor
“They seemn, it least, to have arrested l.
the man. Even now | can mearcely
believe that it s Cralg—my ervant |
Crulg—who is lying in ap [".hi-‘hﬁh"
prigon. Do vou kKpow that his people |
have been servants kn the Ashlcigh
family for some hundreds of years?™

Quest was clearly Intorested. “Say,
I'd like to hear nbout that!"™ he ex-

claimed. “You know 'm rather great
on hercdity, prdofessor. What class
did he come from then? Were hils
péople just domestic eervants ak

waya?"
The professor's face was for a mo

| can sccept from hearsay.

your decigion, professor.”
“11 f= my duty,” the latter declared

| “I cannct rest in this state of uncer
the |

taloty. If Cruig is Jost to e,
sopner 1 face,the fact the better
Liié =ame
you, Notwitbstanding all the accumu:
izted plle of evidence 1 feel in my
heart the urgent necessity of seeing
blm fare to face.of holding him by
the shoulders and asking him whether
these (hings are tride. We have faced
death together, Craig and I. We have
done more then that—we have court.
ed it. There 15 nothing about bim |
I shall go
with you to England, Mr. Quest.™

Al

CHAPTER XIX.

The professor rose from his seat In
eome excitement as the carriage
paseed through the great gates
Hamblin park He
with a smile the respectful curtsy of
the woman who held it open.

“You have now sn opportunity, my
dear Mr. Quest,” he sald, “of appre
clating one feature of English Iife not
entirely reproducible in your own
wonderful country.
Iife and surroundings of our aristoc
racy. You seo these oak trees?” he
went on, with a little wave of his

time 1 will be frank with)

of I
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| PELT 1he professor replied. <My
| brother is a mugistirate. of covrse. gnd
' be would see that jroper smunge
| mente were made. There be 45 at the
- hal] door.”

. The carriege drew up belore the

the weleoming bost upon his lips. In
| his manner, however, thers was & dis
tinet note of euxiety,

“Edgur, my desr feilow.” Le &=
| claimed. “I am delightad! Weleso o
back 1o your boms! Mr. Quest I am
very happy to see you here, You have
besrd tbe news, of course?™

“We have hesrd nothing!™ the pro-
fessor replied.

“You didn't go 1o Bcotland Yard®
Lord Ashlelgh asked.

“We haven't been to London at all,”
Quest expleined. “We got on 1he boat
train at Plymouth, and your brother
managed 1o induee e of the directors
Wwhom he saw on the platform 1o stop
the train for us-at Hamblin road. We
only lefft the boat two hours &go.
There's mothing wrong with Craig, is
fhere™

Lord Ashlelgh motioned themn to fol
low him.

“Please come this way,” be invited

He led them scross the hall—which,
dimiy lit and with ite etained-glass
windows, was almost like the nuve of
2 cathedral—into the library beyond
He closed the door and turned zround.

*] have bad pews {or you both"™ be
announced. “Craig has escaped.”

Neither the professor nor Quest be-
trayed any unuvsual surprise; So far
as the lutter was concerned, his firet
glimpse at Lord Ashlelgh's face had
warned him of what was coming.

“Dear me!"™ the professor mur-
mured, sioking into sn easy chair.
“This {s most unexpectad!”™

“Well get him agsin™ Quest de-
clared guickly. “Can you let ue have
the particulars of his escape, Lord
Ashleigh? The sooner we gel the hang
| of things the better.™
i “You know, of course,” be began,
| “that Cralg was arrested at Liverpool

in consequence of comwunications
| from the New York police. 1 under-
stand that it was with greast &iff ultr
| be wus discovered, and It is quite clear
!thnt someone on the ship had been
hesvily bribed. However, he was ar-
rested, brought to London, and then
down here for purpoges of identifica-
tion. 1 would bave gone to London
myself, and, in fact. offered to do so,
| but on the other hand, as there are
| many others on the estate to whom he
| was well known, 1 thought that it
. would be better to have more evi-
dence than mine alone. Accordingly,
| they left London one afternoon, and 1
| gent a dogeart to the sistion to meel
| them., They arrived quife safely and
| started for here, Cralg handcuffed to
]t-m- of the Scotland Yard men on the
| back séat, and the other in front with
| the driver. About half a mile from the
south entrance to the park the road
runs across 8 rather desolate sitrip of
country with a Jot of low undergrowth
on ope side. We have had a little
trouble with poachers there, as there
is a sort of gypsy camp oD sOome COm-
mon land a little way away. My head
keeper, to whom the very idea of a
poacher Is intolerable, was patrolling
this ground himself that afternoon and
caught sight of one of these gypsy

| and more, 1 em sure, to frighten him
| than anvthing else. when he saw that
| the fellow was getiing away, hs fired

» ton.

Jeigh replied.

fellows setting & trap. He chased him.

hand. “They were planted by my an-| his gun, just as the dogeart was pass-
cestors in the days of Henry VIII. 1ling  The horse shied, the wheel
have been a student of tree life in| caught a great stone by the gide of
South America and In the dense for-
ests of central Africa, but for real| hrown out. The man to whom Cralg

the road, and all four men were

character, for splendor of growth a0d | was handcuffed was stunned, but Craig

bardiness, there is pothing in the
world to touch the Ashlelgh oaks™
“They're some trees,” the criminol-
oglst admitted.
Vau motics, nearhaps. the small
ones, which seem dwarfed. Their
tops were cut off by the lord of Ash-

W

| lelgh on the day that Lady Jane Grey |
acsented. | was beheaded, Queen Ellzabeth heard

of it and threatened to conflscate the
estate. lLook at the turf, my friend.
Agee have gone to the making of that
mossy, velvel carpet.”

“Where's the housel?”
quired.

“A mile farther on yet. The woods
! part and make a natural avenue past
| the bend of the river there.” the pro-
| fessor pointed out. “Full of trout, that
i river, Quest. How 1 used to whip that
stream when I was a boy!™

They swept presently round & bend
in the avenue, Before them on the

Quest  ine

| himself appears to have been unhuri |

He stumbled up, took the key of tha

handcuffs from the pocket of the offi-

. cer, undid them and slipped off Into

| the undergrowth befare either the

groom or toe oiker Scotland Yard man
had recovered their senses. ~ut
a long story short, this was last Thurs-
dar, and up till now nol a single trace
of the fellow has been discovered.™
Quest rose abruptly to hi=s feet,
“Suy, I'd like to take this matter up
| right on the spot where Craig disap-

(X

peared,” he suggested, “Couldn't we
do thatT™

“Hy all means,” Lord Ashleigh
agreed, touching a bell, “We have

sovernl hours bpfore we change for
dinper, I will have & car round and
take vou lo the spot.”

The profeseor acquiesced readily,

and very soon they stepped cut of the |

automobile on to the side of & narrow

road, looking very much as it hiad been

nmchna!wsnhw lm:!u_-dnu:
truce of him &t all Then they re
turned to the house to make & Te

He led the way along a tangled puth, |
dovbled back, plunged into a Hitle
Epinvey aud ceme suddenly to asmmnall |
thed - i

3
|
i
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shelter,” be explained; “built a long |
time apo and shmost forgotten mow, |
That Creig 4id, without doubl, was to |
hide fn thiz The Scotland Yerd man |
wbo took the =f:ir ip hend found

distinet (ruces here of recent oceupn |
eecene ™

Quzst podded.

“Sgre!™ be murmured. “Well, now, |
what gbout your more extended
seurch ™ » |

“] am coming to that” Lord Ash- |
“As Bdgar will re
member, no doubt, | have always kept |

* & few bloodbounds In my kesnels, and

s »000 &8 we conld get together one
ortwoutlheheepmasdllwd’!
the local constabulary, we siaried
off agzin from bere. The dogs brought |
us without a check to this shed, and '
started off aEasin this way.™

They walked anotber balf mile
across a reedy swamp. Every now
#nd then they had to jump sacross &
emill dyke, and once they had t{o
make a detodT 10 avold an osier bed.
They came 21 last to the river.

“Now, 1 can show you exactly how
that fellow put us off the soent here™
their guide procecded. “He seems to
have picked up something, BEdgar, In
thopse South American trips of yours,
for 8 cleverer thing | pever saw.
You see z2ll these bulrushes every-
where—clouds of them all slong the
river?™ {1

“We csll them tules,” Quest mut-
tered. Well™ -

“When Craig arrived here* Lord
Ashlelgh continued, “he must have
beard 1the baying of the dogs in the
distance and he kpnew that the game
was up unless he oould put them off |
the scent. He cut a quantity of these |
bulrushes from a place a little fariher
bebind those trees, then stepped bold-
Iy into the middle of the water, wad-
ed down to that spot where. as you +
#ee, the trees hang over, sivod stock |
Etill and leaned them all arcund him.
It was dusk when the chase reached
the river bank, and I have no doubt |
the bulrushes presented guite a natur- |

‘al appearance. At any rate, although |*

the dogs came without & check to the
edge of the river, where he stepped |
off, they never picked the scent up |
again either on this side or the otber. |
We tried them for four or five hours |
before we took them home. The pext |
morning. while the place was being |
thoroughly searched, we came upon
the spot where these bulrushes had |
been cut down, and we found 4hem
caught in the low poughs of a tree, |
drifting down the river.” 1

Quest had 1it & fresh cigar and was |
emoking vigorously,

“What astonishes me more than |
anything,” he pronounced, as he stood
looking over the desclate expanse of
country, “is that when one ocomes
face fo fave with the fellow he pre-
sents all the appearance of a nerve-
less and broken-down coward. Then
all of a sudden there spring up these
evidences of the most amazing, the
most digbolleal rescurce, . Who's
this, Lord Ashleigh?”

The latter turned his head. An
elderly man in & brown velveteen
suit, with gaiters and thick bools,
rateed his hat respectfully.

“This i« my head keeper, Middle-
ton,” his master explained. “He was
with us on the chase™

The professor shook hands heartily
with the newcomer.

“Not & day older, Middleton!™ he !
exclaimed. “So you are the man who
has ziven us all this trouble, €h? This
gentleman and 1 have come over from |
New York on purpose to lay hands on |
Craig.”

“] am very sorry. sir,”” the man re-
plied. I wouldn't have fired my gun
ff T had known what the conse-
quences were golng to be, but them

, poaching devils that come round here

rabbiting fairly send me furiovs, and
that's a fact. It ain’t that one grudges
them a few rabbits, but my tame
pheasants all run out here from the
home wood. and I've seen feathers at |
the side of the road there that no fox
por stoat had pothing to do with. All
the same, sir, I'm very sorry.” he
added, “to have been the cause of any
inconvenience.™

“It Is rather worse than Inconven-
fence, Middieton,” the professor sald,
gravely. “The man who has escaped
is one of the worst eriminals of thesa
dare”

‘He won't get far, sir," the game-
keeper remarked. with a lttde emile.
*“It's a wild bit of country, this, and 1
admit that h it for
wesks with
those gen
elr. i yo
remark, &
man.” b
io no WAy connec
they den't know ev
8 fact”™

*This gentlvman is from the United

men mw

{Continved on page &)

That s how he made his first

ANOTHER PROOF OF THE EFFICIENCY
* OF ELECTRIC RANGES

7
The new Darland apartinent houses on Fourth
Street will be equipped with Hughes Electrie
Ranges throughout. The installation of these
ranges will make these apartments the most
modern and eor. venieat furnished apartments in
the city. :
Why not have an electire range in your home?
Our meter readers are distributing a pamphlet
of information on this subject, please read it

earefully, then call at our office, where samples
are on display, for further information.

-Ea.stern Oregon Light & Power
Company

Irrigation -- Specialities
LE';' US FIGURE YOUR WANTS :

ELECTRIC MOTORS
GASOLINE AND OIL ENGINES

Fresh from the well Auto-Pneumatic Water Systems
WINDMILLS AND WATER WHEELS

Genera] ( Fairbanks Morse & Co.

1 : Byron Jackson Pumps

4 \gents - Oakland Automobiles
.

J. J. QUINLAND CO. Inc.
Salesroom & Shops

Island City, Oregon.
Phone Black 1392
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Reserve Your Rooms

for the big

EXPOSITION

$1.00 to $2.00 a day.
Address:

HOTEL THOMAS

Next Door to Every Thing in San Francisco

971 Mission Street
Near Sixth. SETI : -
ON DIRECT CAR LINE TO EXPOSITION AND DEPOTS. i

San Francisco, California.

Take Universal Bus or Taxi to hotel at our expense.

MONUMENTS

Latest designs, made in La Grande. We have our own quarry.
Rubble and Dimension Stone always on hand. Concrete Blocks

E. C. DAVIS

Corner Greenwood and S. Ave., La Grande, Oregon

Special Sale For
Saturday

FIRST PUBLIC MARKET

Harris Block Phone & Delivery




