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designing the latest in notions in the millinery depart-
ment. We know you will find here just what you have

been looking for, Do not
come tomorrow.

wait until the last day but

Saster

only four days—have you
or shoes. We have been

Junday

selected your new coat, suit
busy for three months pre-.

‘paring for this occasion. Our store is sparkling every-
‘where with bright new goods which for style and price

‘cannot. be surpassed, We

invite your inspection.
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Shown at the Arcade, Wednesdays
and Thursdays.
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CHAPTER XXVIIL
The Snake In the Image.

“umr mean businesa this

time," Druke growled us
they did thelr best to bar-
ricnde tbe slugle door and
window. *1 belleve those hills are tull
of them."

“4nd our own bullles nren’t up dglt-
ing with good grace, elther,” Wilker-
#on confeased. ““These halr whites
bave no sand."

“It'e an odd thlng." Drake sald when
the afternoon hud pussed without vy
assault, “thit we hear iring, but nune
of It Is directed nt us."

“‘I'hat's 80, Wilkerson responded
thoughtfully. 1 wonder who It cun
be?"

He was soon Lo, kuow, for after night-
fall Jobn Dorr and his single attendant.
rode furlously up to the Lut wod tried
for admittance. ]

A few scatteriug shiots told that they
had been discerned u thelr Hight.

For the moment Wilkerson did not
recogulize hiy ol enemy, disgulsed as
be was lo native costume, but whey
he was sure he reluctantly opened the
door nud admlitted Lim,

Jobn flupg himself iuside and jam-
med the door to just ns o second hnil
of bulléta rattied ou its surface, Then
he stared nt the mau opposite him,

“Wilkersun!' he gasped,

“Yes, It's me was the suariing re-
sponse. "Wt nre you dolug here?"

“Bome bilimen took us for enemies
sind chased us pretty much all day
fong," Durr explained. “We snw this
biut, and when i was dork enongh o
woncdeal oor movements we made for
LAY

“And wow you can mnke for some
other place.” WK rsou sild, bandling
his revolver wenningly.

Johu linghed.

"1 feel myself that the pluce Is too
amall for both of os, But it's white
mang against nutive now, If they get
we they'll get you. Our ouly hope is
to stick together now."

“1'll sea you deud tHirst!" snarled the
other, .

But Drake spoke up and sllenced
bim.

““While yon two ure fighting for the
benefit of the servants those hilimen
are preparing to assault the hut."

A long lvok through a erack showed
the billmen closing up about them, aud
Wilkerson gave lo with o had grace,

- He wan gind of the help, however,
when the firing erew hotter nnd they
were hard pressed in the hut,

The notives proved themselves ar-
rant cowards, and it depended on the
three white men to defend the place.

This they did with such success that
thelt assallunts slowly withdrew,

“Now I8 the time for a sortie,” sald
Dorr. “We've got to drive them clean
awny from lbiere or else we'll be as bnd-
ly off as ever.”

Wilkerson and Drake agreed, and
Jobn promptly led them out in a wliid
rush agalnst the nearest hillmen.

Thesg were so surprised at the bold-
ness of the moneover that they fed,
aud soon the coast wns clear except
for n few too badly wounded to Joln
in thelr comrades’ filght.

Now that the immedinte peril was
past, Wilkerson and Dorr fonnd them-
selves again antagonists.

But both were so wenried that by
one necord they silently consented to n
truce,

Yot Wilkerson could mot resist taunt-
ing his rival.

"It looks as If you were alwnya a
little late,” he seid, throwing himself

1

back In a settle while John dropped
upon & stool by the table,
“1 beard you got the idol,” Jobn re-

_l: plied In a dull tone,

“Yes, and what was in the idol tuol"
Then, despite Driake's gestures of re-
monstrance, he went on: “I got the
deedes mod the mnster key and the
Idol and the plans Tom Gallon robbed
me of, I guess I'm nhead In this

| game,"”

John nodded, his fatigue so great
that he was unable even to reply.

“I guess that's right,” sald Wilker-
son In an altered tone, “We'll catch a
little needed sleep and get nway be
fore daylight. Time envugh then bo
talk."

For a little while both men kept thelr
eyes open, watchful each of the other.

Wilkerson wna the fArst to langh and
say: “What's the uvse? I've got the
things and the men to defend them.
I'm going to sleep. Yon'd better do so
tov. Drake will keep watch,"

John nodded enrelessly and Iald his
head on his bands, folded on the table.

A moment Inter he was nsleep, and
not long afterwnrd Wilkersoo's satnr-
nine visage was turned to the shnd-
owy celling,

Drake sat In a corner on the pack
egacks, his revolver In hand.

The natives slumbered ncross from
him, appamntly oblivious of any dan-
ger.
When the hut was completely qulet
except for the breatling of the sleep-
ers Drake allowed himself to full into
a deep reverie.

Now that the quest was practically
ended be lind beguu to think about bis
own purt In It aod reckon on hia re-
ward,

Long assoclation with Wilkerson had
shown him that he had nothing to ex-
pect from lhim unless by an appeal to
his selfishness.

There wus but one person who might
reward blm—the womau they both
loved, Jesn Darnell.

His mind went back to bia first dnys
of acquaintapce with her 1u New York,

“I"ll see you dead first]”

aod he seemed nguin to feel the soft
threads of the web sbhe wove about
him.

She had found him a young man #t
the preclse point where a wowman wny
elther mike or mar one for life.

He had been nn easy prey for her
tigerish desire for n slive, He bad
spent his little money lavishly upon
Iher. without thought of other reward

than to be near her, uotll Wilkerson
I hnd appenred out of the darkness of
' et piist.
'+ Even then he bad still been falthfuol
to her. obeywd her every Lehest, risked
life and Hierty in ber service, even
alded Wilkersou {n sn endeavor whose
success wennt that be (Dreake) would
be cast aside ns po louger useful.

And now he snt oo guard in a hut
in a far country among a crowd of

alleps whose very tongue was gibber-
Ish to bis ears, = . .
On guard for whom? For what?
That Wilkerson wight finally sue

leced and win Jean Darnell of the

‘tawhy eyes uod luxuriant Deauty,

late?—Drke come into bia own.

The wine and Its wealth were na
much hils as Wilkerson's,

The, pluns were his a3 much as
Wikerson's,

Vet the man asleep vl e settle bad
token’ everything to tilioself oud would
cuntinue to do su.

And Jenn?

Dke laughed sllently.

He kuew her price. He remembered
hlg last conversations with her, those
balf confidential talks when she had
insinuatingly warned him to keep a
watchful eye on Wilkerson.

He had been glven to understand
that it was the gold she wished, And
he (Drake) had the key to that gold
In hia own keeping for the while.

He set his teeth when he realized

bhow Wilkerson desplsed him, had
|" counted hilm altogether asa mere pawn
in the grent game.

| He bad not even tronbled to conceal
,from bin the hiding place of the
plans! !

| They were once more within the
| tdo, for Wilkerson had boasted that be
[had put them back and would leave
ithemn thero® tll he reached America
again,

| 'He recalled his words: “Let the idol
|keep ‘em for me, just as it did for
Gallon, It's a poor Idol that won't
serve two masters,”

And the Idol Iay there wrapped I
the bnndle under his feet. The price
of Jean Darnell!

The thought worked In his mind ac-
tively. He could not refrain from fol-
lowing it out ta. ita logical conclusion.

Why shonld it be Wilkerson who re-

In thut mowment—was it to be too |

‘@itent. . gleamlik ~ Wil wilkednens,
Diake felt bis beart burst jo his bosom.

Then the sunke that had lain so loog
hid within the hollow of the Image
strock forth and, having struck, slip-
pel nway.

*God!" whispered Drake, with thick-
ened tougue, uud jummed the moving
oye buck into place.

Then be huddied the dol itself luto
it bundle, laced the thropgs with
stifening Angers,

“God!" he whispered agalu. Then
he fell ucross the bundle dead, without
& sound to wanken the sleepers.

It wns three houra before the dawn

that Harry Wilkerson awoke and look- |

ed about him. All the rest were still
anleép,

He rose softly nod peered ot of the
window, It was very dark outside,
and he could see nothing.

He turned his gaze within and saw
Drake huddled over the packs appar
ently sound nsleep.

*The fool!™ “~muttered Wilkerson,
“I've got pll out of him [ want. Buot I
slippose I've got to take him nloug a
way yet"

He resolved to be ril of the young
man so soon ns he was through with
Dorr. Then he paused, in deep thought,
hls ugly browa Lient on the unconmcious
object of hig hitred.

An instnpt was sufficlent for him to
make vp bis mind, He sllently went
to_work and bound Joln firmly in his
neat. : i

Then he tried to waken Drake. In
shaklug him he made suficlent noise to
stir the natives, nnd they sat up and
wtared, sleepy eyed.

But when Wilkerson rqlsed the swol.
len, discolored face and sbhrank back

turned with the plans and clalmed her?
Why sbonld he (Drake) continue to
play the slave?

A mowent while they slept and the

Unsuspectingly presented the ido} and
pulled out ity eye there would be
nothing!

It would be George Drake who held

riciona heart.

o be drenmed, open eyed, staring
Into a future where he played the
mnster nnd not the sinve.

And In his waklog drenm he touched
the Lindle wnd felt Beneath the rode

covering the hard contonrs of tha
Imuge,
Agidn 1t rnn through bis hend Hke &

el Yuu hnve the price of hinpplneas
benenth your hand

Slowly he ylelded to the temptation.
Gradually. with eyes constantly® fized
on the motlonless forms of Wilkerson
and Dorr, be got the bundle hetween
his knees; then he nulteed the fasten-
ings tremulously

The ol edme out under hils hand,
nnd he staved at e fascinated by Ita
ugliness and the thought of the srecret
thnt It held.

No wonder that nt every sight of it
nntivea bowed In nhject worship,

It held wenlth, power, love, hinppl-
ness!

He shook It softly. Yes, the plans
were still withind he conld benr the
rustie of the folded pupers,

He peered around the hut, and, Ood-
lng all asleep, he set the idol on his
koee aud beut over iL,

He pulled ut the eye which he had
weey  Willkersou draw out, It cume
with difficulty, I'ben he held it up nud
looked luto the dork oritee.  There
wis vothing there

He wang nbout to throw the idol down
In disgust when o glimmer of som-
thing bLright within the hend ciuglit
his attention,

He stooped over ngnin nud then froze
Iuto lmmobllity. 'The spirit of the vile
god wus movin: within.

The polot of light grew Into luteose
brightness. It approanched the durk
eye socket nnd glowed therein with
frightful Are.

Druke's whole hody oozed sweat; his
bapds clincbed unwilllogly about the
form of the Idol. He could oot thrust
it nway.

Then the socket was (Hled, and the
devilish eye hulged ontward, phosphoy-

pians were Lis; then when Wilkerson -

the master key to Jean Darnell's ava: |

John Led Them Out.In a Wild Rush
Against the Nearest Hillmen.

with a muttered oath, the nutives rose
a3 one and thiwt him_psida from the
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(Oontinued on Pu‘e 8.)
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For Lumber, Lath

Ruberoid Roofing
GEORGE PALMER LUMBER CO
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Having bought the Berry Bros. stock of
groceries I wish to announce to my
many patrons and also to theirs that I
now have a full and complete line of up-
to-date groceries and that I will move
into the corner building occupied by the
Berry Bors. and extend a cordial invita-

tion to all our old customers and theirs
to visit our store and inspect our new
store and goods.
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Phone Main 16
C. J. BLACK
GROCERY

1316 Adams Avenue
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Mrs. Chas. Hamilton,
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The Great M

Complete stock of these splendid wheels now on

display. Have you seen the new motorcycle

type of bloyele? Come and

look it over. For

10 days I will price the Miami, King of the road

el d -

wheel, at very special $26.75,

complete with

tools, mud guards and coaster brake.

Fully

warranted for the season.

Bicycle tires, single and double tubes, fully

warranted, Special prices.

Let me retire your

old wheel. .

F. D.

What Do You Think of This One?

everything, even to change of climate. Paid one doctor bill of $098.00 and never got any
permanent relief until I went to Dr. Darland’s chiropractic parlors 59 days two years ago
and have been well ever sinee and do all myown house work on the farm.”
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CHIROPRACTIC
PARLORS

Mary V. Darland D. C.

of Lostine, Ore,, says “I had rheumatism for 38 years, tried

iami Bicycle

Shingles, Sash and Doors
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DRS. DARLAN

Four Depot Street
George T. Darlgnd D. C.




