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LIFE STORY. OF

~

INTENSELY INTERESTING, OLD
HOMESTEAD STILL STANDS

Eliag Ruark Horner
Pulsating with the hardiness of

(Taken in 1914)

| ruined by exposure in the Goulld &

frontier life, and punctuated with w1~ | Curry mine in Virginia City, Nevada,

cidents that befell the early circuit
riders doing a skypilot duty when
Union county was an unsettled wild-

erness, & life-history of one of
Union county's early citizens has
come off the press. The story s

told in booklet form and is publish-
ed by the family of the late Elias
Ruark Horner for gratuitus diatri-
bution among immediate relatives
and friends,

The Horner family will be remem-
bered with interest by many early
Grande Ronde seftlers; Mrs. Sevilla |

DeLong of this city is a sister of
the subjecst of the biographieal
sketch,

The history is brief, to the point,
and full of historical lore. Here it
is:

Elias Ruark Horner was born in
Zanesville, Ohio, May 5, 1835, He
wag of Scotch-Irish  descent, His
parents were very poor; but they
were hard-working , honest people,
who were inclined to the worship of
God =as taught by the Methodist
Episcopal Church., The family ...
very large; hence in the ploneer
days in_Ohio, opportunities for the
boy were meager. While he was de-
voted to his father's large family, his
lot seemed for a while cast with an
older brother, John, whom Elias en-
deavored to educate, with the under-
standisg that when John had finished
his schooling, he in tuim was to help
Elias. There wans a singular atid -
ment between the brothers, John
was retired’ in his habits, while Elias
was, talkative and brilliant in com-
pany, John wag frail, while Elias
was robust and generous in endur-
ing hardships. What one lacked was
supplied by the other. This streng-
thened the bond of affection betwecn
them and made them inseparable.
That their most cherishe hopes might
be realized happily and soon, Elias
at the age of eighteen years went to
California, arriving in the gold fields
in 1853. .The journey, much of
which was made afoot, was six
months long, Hence he was gone a
vear before the first letter from the
boy off in California was received by
the folks at home. The homa teay.
ing of Elins wns the first break in
the family circle. Tha first letfer
from home bore news of the second
break in the family, for John had)
suddenly died. News of hia brother's
death blasted the hopes of the boy
away from home. Ilis life plans
were instantly changed, He never re-
turned to the home of his childhood;
and to the day of his death, his
mother never ceased to mourn the
absence of her boy. Furthermore he
never obtained the coullege training
which he had hoped soc long to re-
ceive. But till the day of his death
he thirted for learnine as an isfant
craves its mother's milk.

With .some knowlege of carpentry,
he soon obtained emvployment in
building flumes and bridges in the
Sacramento valley. Then he went to
Tolsom. then to Virginin City, then
to Walla Walla, whera he arrived on

the 10th of May, 1862, It will he
remembered that this was the
spring after the hardest winter

known to white men on the Pacific
slope, and because of freshets, the
Snake, the Powder and other rivers
along the way were impassible to
wagons. Consequently the journcy
was made. on horses and mules., In
the party there was s Moravian by

so that he was unablo to do any
work or even mount his horse with-
out apsistance, Yet he had a wife
and a little son and daughter to care
for. Out of sympathy for the un-
fortunate family, who were strang-
erg to him, Elias Ruark Horner gave
such aid as he could to them. Upon
arriving at Fort Walla Walla, the
gick man, who had been a soldier in
the Austrian army, was accorded
military courtesies and medical re-
lief by the officers and soldiers at
Fort Walla Walla, Surgeon Steinber-
ger being in charge of the hospital.
But the disease prevailed and the
patient died ten days l!ater, the fun-
eral services being performed at the
Fort with the assistance of Father
John Flinn, now living in East Port-
land.
Widow Becomes Bride

The episode which resulted in tue
death just mentioned is related so as
to explain how and when Elias R.
Horner came to marry his first wife,
a woman of rare spiritual endow-
ments, White women were scarce on
the frontier, hence courtship was
greatly simplified. Therefore within
a year, Elias R, Horner became the
husband of the widow Swadlvu.yt,
Rev. John Flinln officiatisg in the
marriage ceremony.

While there were many good puo-
ple at this time in the little town
of Walla Walla, thero were also
many  outiaws, Pistol shooting

could be heard down “own any night |

and the outlawry of the place re
sulted in the organization of a vigil-
ance committee to which many of
the best citizens belonged—we nre
told—as sort of honorary members
just to indicate that they were Ir
favor of law enforcement. Unde:
these conditions, moral and religious
matters were appalling.
Unannounced and unheared there
came to the town from the Willam-
ette Valley ome day five strange
ministers, with no congregation to
welcome them nor church to preach
in, They were Seneca Coston, Obed-
iah Asburn, Jerry Kenoyer, and tne
two Gallaher brothers, William and
Jackson, all of whom became well
known throughout the Northwest.
They were men of Western vehe-
mence and sterling power, Uncle
Jerry Kenover, the revivalist preach-
ing at a protracted meeting, and
“Whispering Thompsen,” the freight-
er, driving 10 span of horses from
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Mary Anna Horner (Wife of E. R. Horner, Died 1890)

Pendleton to Walla Walla, had voices
like thunderbolts turned loose in a
sawmill and the remainder of the
quintet were quite ns vigorous.
Church Excitemnst Attracts
“The use of the Mcthodist Church
was tendered to the ministers. There
was something very udrdent in the
spiritual services conducted by the
strangers, and the talle of the town
was the excitement going on at the
church., The air was astir with in-
terest; and a tremendous revive! re-
sulted which proved to be the begin-
ning of the United Brethern Church
in Walla Walla County.
Among the numerous converts wns
E. R, Horner, who at once felt that
he was called to preach the gospe..
Soon he was granted a license to ex-
hort and later to preach. His first
sermon was preached at the Fielas
School House, on Mill Creek, about
ten miles above Walla Walla,
text being: “In my Father's House
are Many Mansions.”
He immediatey began & course of
reading prescribed by the conference,
But he soon found himslf in a most

the
F

which enabled him afterwards to
combine singing with the regular
Then Sent to Grande Ronde

At the following annual conference
he was sent to Grand Ronde Valley,
Union County, Oregon, whereupon he
located near Summerville, living in a
log eabin with the DeMoss family,
who subsequently became noted for
their musical attainments.

Wholesale Arreats Some

One morning after Reverend Hor-
ner had been preaching some months
in’ Summerville, 8 Mrs. James Chitu.
ers the mother of a large family of
gplendid hoys, came to the front
gate and said to Mrs, Horner: *“The
United States Marshal came last
night and narrested several men in
our meighborhood, for robbing the
United States Mail, in the Blue
Mountaing near Meacham.” All but
one of the ten men arrested were
found guilty and were sent to the
San Quinton prison, notwithstanding
ithe fact that they ranked among the
leading citizens of the place, one of
them being the only physician in

peculiar plight., Organs were not
uged by western

Summerville, This nalurally affect-
ed the size of Mr. Horner's congre-

United Brethern gation. Accordingly he soon moved

Elias Ruark Horner (1872) (E. R. Horner in clerical attire made with a
needle in the hands of his faithful wile.)

singing were few., Rev. Horner had
never been able to carry a tune.
Hence he frequently held devine
services without music of any kind.
This of course detracted from the ef-

fect of the meetings and would have pul congregation

discouraged the ordinary preacher.
But Rev Horner said, “A man with
the grace of God in his heart will

Churches at that time and leaders in!

fdrther up the valley and located a
heniestead four mules north of La
Grunde, at n place called the Fort,
being the point where the soldiers
mude their first treaty with the
Indiuns in thal locality, His princi-
regularly assem-
bled at what was latter called Moss
Chapel, but at that time it was
known as Saw Buck School building,

sing;" and with this grace of God | being so named for the reason thal
in his heart and a liftle instruction |it wus claimed “hai »f the early set-

from his wife, he soon
curry three hymns and the doxology,

learned to|(lers many couid only make a ervss

resembling the era of a saw bucc
wlien they undertsok to affix  taeir
gignature to lepal documents,

Hete o new home was carved out
of the commons; and later an orch-
ard wag planted which is in evidence
till this day. During several years
following the support of the prench-
er wns meagds, despite the nutural
liberality of the pcople he

Jthe family,

anyone. Hence she was well pre-
pared to endure the privations of a
ministr’'s wife on the western front-

ier,
Pitch Knots for Lamps

Now and then for weeks,
was the only food in the house for
The minister's wife
ground the wheat in a coffee mill and
made it into , . pancakes,
dumplings, and bread. She parched
the wheat, asd the childron carried it
about with them and ate it with the
same relish that children eat pop-
corn and candy now-a-days. The at-
tire of the family was necessarily
simple and the home comforts were
few, After the busy day's work was
over, the nother sat and sewed with
her brood of little ones about her
knee, while the room was lightad
with rich pitch-pine knots taken
from the mountaind mnear by. And
while she swiftly plied her needle,
she told beamutiful stories of the Di-
vine Master, thus teaching the child-
ten to emulate the Christ life so
precious to her, Under these influ-
ences, the family was happy and
healthy; and the lark never sang a
sweeter song than the joyous hymns
that rose day by day from the family
altar of that poverty-stricken eircuit
rider's home on the Oregon frontier.

Saloons Helped Churches

In the early seventies he trans-
ferred his membership to the M. E.
Church, whereupon he was received
into the Columbia River Conference.
Being a rugged man of the Dow and
Cartwright type, it was his custom
to offer his services na carpenter
gratis, wherever a new church was to
be built under his supervision; and it
was his practice to fill all his regular
appointments on Sundays regardless
of the week day service he had ren-
dered. This will explain how it hap-
pened that he built churches
wherever he was sent. Among those
he erected was the first Methodst
Church at Pendleton, some of the lar-
gest donations belng contributed by
snloon men and knights of the green
cloth. He made the shingles of pine
trees in the mountains near Meach-
am station, and he plied his carpen-
ter tools in the erection of the
structure,
He was not accustomed to ‘preach
for a stated salary, Hence at differ-
ent times his support was so meager
that he was compelled to resort to
physical labor in order to sustain
himself and family. During such in-
tervals, however, he made it conven-
ient to preach wherever Sunday over-
took him, and in this way, organiz-
ed new congregiations and estab-
lished Sabbath schools. Frequently
silver offerings were made; and in
ore instant the miners melted silver
of their own digginz for “the parson
that frequentiy visice the mining
camp,” i
During the Snake Indian War, he
served as scout, urder Gen:ral
Miles and Howard, and he rendered
the settlers such aid ag he could
give them. Later he came to the
Willamette Vulley, where he accept-

velop the chamm and courage of

wheat

‘was stilled forever, , .

earth, he died the da
goldier; and the volce
been heard in ‘western san
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ed charges in Marion and Polk coun-
ties.
which took place in Fall City, Ore-
gon, January 1, 1899, he moved to
Baverton and pave up his active
work in the ministry, but preached
occasionally until his last illness,
Marries Second Time
. About four years after the death
of his wife, he was married to Mrs.
Emma Rosa Cain, an accomplished
lady whom he had met and known in
Walla Walla ns early as 1864,

Rev. Bell On Scene
He died at the Good Samaritan
Hospital, in Portland, Oregon, April
30, 1914, of cystitis,. He was buried
at the side of his first wife in Crystal
Lake Cemectery near Corvallis, Ore-
gon, on the following day, Doctors J.
C. Rollins and J. R. N. Bell ociating
at the funeral services; and a few
months later his grief-stricken wife
too crossed over the mansions not
built by hands, eternal in the heav-
ens,
His surviving relatives are his
brother Rev. J. 8. Horner living in
Iown, three sisters, Mrs. Sevilla De-
Long, living near La Grasde, and
Mrs. Martha Johnson and Mrs, Sarah
Clark, both of Salem, und his child-
ren Mrs. Elizabeth A, Alken, of
American Falls, Idaho; Elias Dow
Horner, of Halfway, Oregon, and a
stepson, Professor J. B. Horner, of
Corvallis, Oregon,
At the time of his death, Rever-
end Horner was & Mason in good
standing, having  transferred to the
lodge of Beavertan by an’ act of the
Grand Lodge of California, inasmuch
as his mother lodge had been dis-

served; | that

golved after the gold excitement of
stnte subsided. Likewise he

(for money was scarce in that newly |was in favor with his neighbors, es-

settled country, Hera the faithful

‘llur.il-ul.l.'r'u wile proved her love and
loyalty for the cause of Christ with-|gentieman who sought to develop the

|oul murmur or complaint, her motto
lm-u.-.:, that “All things work for good
to them who love the Lord.” In her
{wirlhood, she had grown aceustomed
|to the sharpest pungs of poverty;
and with her father she had suffor-
|ed imprisonment because of her prao-
|nounced religious faith, As a young
(woman she had worked seven long
years in an Auwstrion brick vard that
he might earn  transportation to
Amerien and there estahlish a home.
She had been schooled in life's uni-

the name of Frank Swadlenack, who Elias Ruark Horner's home near La Grande (The Horner Homestead at the |versity of hardships, and the tram-
i foot of Mount Emily.)

was in deep distress. His health was

ing she received was such as to de. |ideals,

| garded him as o
| beautiful and goéod in

|him. Not infrequently he wns  re-
ifun-ml to as “that good vld Christ-

pecially with young people who re-
refined Christian

those about

inn. Such was the life of a faithful

| servant who had been in the frontier

ministry nearly half a century,
Finally; Reverend Hornor, in the
days of his vigor, was a physical

giant, especially equipped for hard-
‘ships common to the western cireuit
rider under pioneer conditions. Tn-
tellectunlly he was richly endowed,
ialthmmh his school privileges were
meager. He was a man of high
and was naturally chaste of
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Upon the death of his wife,| ~

A Welcome
Pay Envelope
ONEST, old man,| don'tknow

what we would have done
without that /ETNA ACCUMULA-
TIVE ACCIDENT POLICY.

When a fellow lives on the "no-work-
no-pay basis"and hasnothingto fallbackon,
a cracked head and a broken arm don't get
him anything, All he ean do is sit around
and wonder how the wife can scrape to-
ﬁth.er enough to keep the family going.

C] ;u:t naturally worries himu-Il twice
a8 aick,

But this /Etna Accident Policy thkes
tha place of the pay anvc]u;e. Gives you
$50 & week a8 long as you're totally diss
abled by your injuries and $25 a week
even though you arc only partially dis-
nbled !:y them. Pays the bill for a surjical
PR you do in st back and tell you

ou do is sit back and te r
broken i;enl and arm: "All right, boys,
lgkadyour time about healing. - 1'm pro-
vided for until you'rs fit again™

ATNA-IZE

Safeguard YOUR income against acei-
dent, Protect YOUR home !E:m want.
Let us explain how easy it is—how cheap,
Write or telephone,

Fill out the following, mail to us
and receive information by return
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Address ... .0
Oc;u{:ﬁon kdth

ve marke e kind ir-
ance I wish to know about? -d g
Accident ..... Health .,.., Life , ...

La Grande National Bank -Blﬂ;'.l_-_
Security Land & Savings
Company
Real Estate Loans Insurance
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La Grande, Oregon
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