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OLD PIONEER BROUGHT FAME TO GRAMME
LIFE STORY OF ELIAS RUARK' HORNER

INTENSELY INTERESTING, OLD
i i it'','

velop the character and. courage of
anyone. Hence she was well pre-
pared to endure the privations of a
ministr's wife on the western front-
ier. .'

Pitch Knots for Lamps
Now and then for weeks, wheat

was the only food in the house for
the . family. . The minister's wife
ground the wheat in a coffee mill and
made it into porridge, pancakes,
dumplings, and bread. She parched

STILL STANDS . ay.-

speech. He was proud, but his pride,
came from a sense of honor. Ha was
brave, knowing no fear .till the and.
When told he was dyiug, he looked
up as calmly, as a wounded veteran
long accustomed to the hardships of
battle. His face brightened with a
smile for a moment, then gradually
grew pale, his tonque became speechl-
ess,- ' and his countenance beamed
with faith in Htm, whom he had oft
proclaimed as the avicus of-- man-
kind. Then closing his eyes for the
last ' time upon the : sweetness of
earth, he died the death of a good,
soldier; and the voice which had oft
been heard in western sanctuaries
was stilled forever. t .

-
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Mary Anna Horner (Wife

Pendleton to Walla Walla, had voices
like thunderbolts turned loose in a
sawmill and the remainder of the
quintet were quite as vigorous.

Church Excitemnst Attract
"The use of the Methodist Church

was tendered to the ministers. There
was something very ardent in the
spiritual services conducted by the
strangers, and the talk of the town
wag the excitement going on at the
cmircn. me air was astir with in-

terest; and a tremendous revive! re-
sulted which proved to be the begin-
ning of the United Brethern Church
in Walla Walla County.

Among the numerous converts was
E. R. Horner, who at once felt that
fie was called to preach the gospe..
Soon he was granted a license to ex
hort and later to preach. His first
sermon was preached at the Fielns.
School House, on Mill Creek, about
ten miles above Walla Walla, the
text being: "In my Father's House
are Many Mansions."

He immediatey began a course of
reading prescribed by the conference.
But he soon found Tiimslf in a most
peculiar plight. Organs were not
used by western United Brethern

HOMESTEAD
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Elias Ruark Horner

Pulsating with the hardiness of
frontier life, and punctuated with in-

cidents that befell the early circuit
riders doing a Bkypilot duty when
Union county was an unsettled wild-

erness, a of one of
Union county's early - citizens has
come off the press. The story is
told in booklet form and is publish-- '.
ed by the family of the late Elias
Ruark Horner for gratuitus distri-
bution Among immediate relatives
and friends.. ..

The Horner family will be remem
bered with interest by many early
Grande Konde settlers; Mrs. Sevilla
DeLong of this city is a sister of
the subject of the biographical
sketch. - '

The history is brief,, to the point,
and full of historical lore. Here it
is: ,.

Elias Ruark Horner was born in
Zanesville, Ohio, May 5, 1835. He
was of . Scotch-Iris- h descent. His
parents were very poor; but they
were hard-worki- , honest people,
who were inclined to the worship of
God as taught by the Methodist
Episcopal Church. The family ,t. a
very large; hence in the pioneer
days in.. Ohio, opportunities for the
boy were meager. While he was de-

voted to his father's large family, his
lot seemed for a while cast with an
older brother, John, whom Elias en-

deavored to educate, with the under-standis- g

that when John had finished
his schooling, he in. turn was to help
Elias. There was a singular aiu la-

ment between the brothers. John
was retired' in his habits, while Elias
was talkative and brilliant in com-

pany. John was frail, while Elias
was robust and generous in endur-

ing hardships. What one lacked was
supplied by the other. This streng-
thened the bond of affection between
them and made them inseparable.
That their most cherisho hopes might
be realized happily and soon, Elias
at the age of eighteen years went to
California, arriving in the gold fields
in 1853. The journey, much of
which was made afoot, was., six
months long. Hence he was gone a
year before the first letter from the
boy off in California was received by
the folks at home. The homn leav-

ing of Elias was the first break in
the family circle. The first letter
from home bore news of the second
break in the family, for John had
suddenly died. News of his brothers
death blasted the hopes of the boy
away from home. His life plans
were instantly changed. He never re-

turned to the home of his childhood;
and to the day of his death, his
mother never ceased to mourn the
absence of her boy. Furthermore he
never obtained the college training
which he "had hoped so long to re-

ceive. But till the clay of his death
he thirted for learnintr as an isfant
craves its mother's milk.

With --some knowlege of carpentry,
he soon obtained employment in

building flumes and bridcrcs in the
Sacramento vallev. Then he went to
FolRom. then to Virginia Citv, then
to Walla Walla, where he arrived on
the 10th of Mav. 1862. It will he
remembered that this was the

spring after the hardest winter
known to white men on the Pacific
slope, and because of freshets, the
Snake, the Powder and other rivers
along the way were impassible to
wagons. Consequently the journey
wrs made., on horses and mules. In
the party there was a Moravian by
the name of Frank Swadlenack, who
was In deep distress. His health was

the wheat, asd the children carried it
about with them and ate it with the
same relish that children eat pop-
corn and candy now-a-day- s. The at
tire of the family . was necessarily
simple ana tne nome comions were
few. After the busy day's work was
over, the sat and sewed with
her brood of little ones about her
knee, while the room was lighted
with rich pitch-pin- e knots taken
from the mountains near by. ' And
while she swiftly plied her needle,
she told beautiful stories of the Di
vine Master, thus teaching the child'
ren to emulate the Christ life so
precious to her. Under these influ
ences, the family was happy and
healthy; and the lark never sang a
sweeter song than the joyous hymns
that rose day by day from the family
altar of that poverty-stricke- n circuit
rider's home on the Oregon frontier.

Saloons Helped Churches
In the early seventies he trans

ferred his membership to the M. E.
Church, whereupon he was received
into the Columbia River Conference.
Being a rugged man of the Dow and
Cartwright type, it was his custom
to offer his services as carpenter
gratis, wherever a new church was to
be built under his supervision; and it
was his practice to fill all his regular
appointments on Sundays regardless
of the week day service he had ren
dered. This wilt explain how it hap
pened that he built ' churches
wherever he was sent Among those
he erected was the first Methodttt
Church at Pondleton, some of the lar
gest donations being contributed by
saJoon men and knights of the green
cloth. He made the shingles of pine
trees in the mountains near Meach
am station, and he plied his carpen-
ter tools in the erection of the
structure.

He was not accustomed to 'preach
for a stated salary. Hence at differ-
ent times his support was so meager
that he was compelled to resort to
physical labor in order to sustain
himself and family. During such in-

tervals, however, he made it conven
ient to preach wherever Sunday over-
took him, and in this way, organiz
ed new congregations and estab
lished Sabbath Schools. Frequently
silver offerings were made;, ani in
oi:e instant the miners melted silver
of their own digging for "the parson
that frequently visitcc the mining
camp."

During the Snake Indian War, he
served as scout, ur.Jor Gen- - ral
h'.'les and Howard, aid he rendered
the settlers such aid as he. could
give them. Later he came to the
Willamette Valley, where he accept-
ed charges in Marion and Polk coun-
ties. Upon the death of his wife,
which took place in Fall City, Ore
gon, January 1, 189!), ho moved to
Boverton and gave up his active
work in the ministry, but preached
occasionally until his last illness.

Marries Second Time
. About four years after the death
of his. wife, he was married to Mrs.
Emma Rosa Cain, an accomplished
lady whom he had met and known in
Walla Walla as early as 1864.

Rev: Bell On Scene
He died at the Good Samaritan

Hospital, in Portland, Oregon, April
30, 1914, of cystitis. He was buried
at the side of his first wife in Crystal
Lake Cemetery near Corvallis, Ore-
gon, on the following day, Doctors J.
C. Rollins and J. R. N. Bell ociating
at the funeral services; and a few
months later his grief-stricke- n wife
too crossed over the mansions not
built by hands, eternal in the heav-
ens.

His surviving relatives are his
brother Rev. J. S. Horner living in
Iowa, three sisters, Mrs. Sevilla g,

living near La Grasde, and
Mrs. Martha Johnson nnd Mrs. Sarah
Clark, both of Salem, and his child-
ren Mrs. Elizabeth A. Aiken, of
American Falls, Idaho; Elias Dow
Horner, of Halfway, Oregon, and a
stepson, Professor J. B. Horner, of
Corvallis, OreRon. '

At the time of his death, Rever-
end Horner was a Mason in good
standing, having transferred to the
lodge of Bcuvertan by an' act of the
Grand Lodge of California, inasmuch
as his mother lodge had been dis-

solved after the gold excitement of
that state subsided. Likewise he
was in favor with his neighbors, es
pecially with young people who re
garded him as a refined Christian
gentleman who sought to develop the
beautiful and good in those about
him. Not infrequently he was re
ferred to as "that good old Christ
inn. Such was the life of a faithful
servant who had been in the frontier
ministry nearly half a century.

Finally; Reverend Hornor, in the
days of his vigor, wa3 a physical
giant, especially equipped for hard-
ships common to the western circuit
rider under pioneer conditions. In-

tellectually he was richly endowed,
although his school privileges were
meager. He was a man of high
ideals, and was naturally chaste of

As everyone knows, the bowels are
the tiewerage system of the body, and
it is of the greatest importance that
they move once each day. If your
bowels become constipated, tako o
dose of Chamberlain's Tablets just
after supper and they will c6rrect
the disorder.. Obtainable everywn
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A Welcome
Pay Envelope '

HONEST, old man.I don't know
would have done

without that ETNA ACCUMULA. .

T1VE ACCIDENT POLICY.
When a fellow live on the .

no-pa-y baus and hai nothing to fallback on,
a cracked head and a broken arm don't gethim anything. All he can do is sit around '

and wonder how the wife can scrape to- - '

fether enough to keep the family going.Is just naturally worries himself twice
as sick. --

. But this Etna Accident Policy takes
the place of the pay envelope. Gives you
$50 a week as long as you're totally dis--
abled by your injuries and $25 a week
even though you are only partially dis-- .'
abled by them. Pays the bill for a surgical .

operation, too.
All you do is sit back and tell yourbroken bead and arm: 'All right, boys,take your time about healing. I'm pro-

vided for until you're fit again.'.

ETNA-IZ-E
Safeguard YOUR income against acci-den- t.

Protect YOUR home from want.
Let us explain how easy it is how cheap.Wnte or telephone. i-

Fill out the following, mail to us
and receive information by return
H1UU. I

Name ... .i ,, .
Address
Occupation

T VtAVA Mnvlrayl Vin 1Im T i. '

ance I wish to know about, v

Accident Health ..... Life ....
La Grande National Bank BIdg,-

Security Land & Savings
Company .

Seal Estate Loam Injurance

La Grand, Owgon

(Taken in 1914)

ruined by exposure in the Goulld &

Curry mine in Virginia City, Nevada,
so that he was unabiu to ao any
work or even mount his horse with
out assistance. Yet he had a wife
and a little son and daughter to care
for. Out of sympathy for the un
fortunate family, who were strang
ers to him, Elias Ruark Horner gave
such aid as he could to them. Upon
arriving at Fort Walla Walla, the
sick man, who had been a soldier in
the Austrian army, was accorded
military courtesies and medical re-

lief by the officers and soldiers at
Fort Walla Walla, Surgeon Steinber--

ger being in charge of the hospital.
But the disease prevailed and the
patient died ten days later, the fun-
eral services being performed at the
Fort with the assistance of Father
John Flinn, now living in East Port-
land.

Widow Becomes Bride
The episode which resulted in tne

death just mentioned is related so as
to explain how and when Elias R.
Horner came to marry his first wife,
a woman of rarto spiritual endow-
ments. White women were scarce on
the frontier, hence courtship was
greatly simplified. Therefore within
a year, Elias R. Horner became the
husband of the widow Swadl.t,
Rev. John Flin(n officiatisg in tne
marriage ceremony.

While there were many good peo-

ple at this time in the little town
of . Walla Walla, thero were also
many outlaws. Pistol ,. shooting
could be heard down town any night
and the outlawry of the place re-

sulted in the organization of a vigil-
ance committee to which man or
the best citizens belonged we are
told as sort of honorary members
just to indicate that they were !r
favor of law enforcement. Undei
these conditions, moral and religious
matters were appalling.

Unannounced and unheared there
came to the town from the Willam-
ette Valley one day five strange
ministers, with no congregation to
welcome them nor church to preach
in. Thev were Seneca Coston, Obcd--

iah Asburn, Jerry Kenoyer, and tne
two Gallaher brothers, William and
Jackson, all of whom became well
known throughout the Northwest,
They were men of Western vehe- -
mence and sterling power. Uncle
Jerry Kenover, the revivalist preach- -

ing at a protracted meeting, and
Whispering Thompson," the freight- -

er, driving 10 span of horses from

of E. R. Horner, Died 1899)

which eiitiuieci mm aiterwards to
combine singing with . the regular

Then Sent to Grande Ronde
At the following annual conference

he was sent to Grand Ronde Valley,
union county; Oregon, whereupon he
located near Summerville, living in a
log cabin with the DeMoss family,
who subsequently became noted for
their musical attainments.

: Wholesale Arrests Some
One morninff after Reverend Hor.

ner ha been preaching some months
in summerville, a Mrs. James Chili.
ers the mother of a large family of
spienmu boys, came to the front
gate and said to Mrs. Horner: "The
United States Marshal came last
night and arrested several men in
our neighborhood, for robbing the
United States Mall, in the Blue
Mountains near Meacham." All but
one of the ten men arrested were
found guilty and were sent to the
San Quinton prison, notwithstanding
iho fact that they ranked among the
leading citizens of the place, one of
Ihem being the only , physician in
Summerville. This naturally affect
ed the size of Mr. Horner's congre- -
gation. Accordingly he soon moved

fdrther up the valley and located a
homestead, four miles north of La
Gr&ndo, at a place called the Fort.

made their first treaty with the
Indians in thai locality. His princi- -
pal congregation regularly assem- -
bled at what was latter called Moss
Chapel, but at that time it was
known as Saw Buck School building,
being so named for the reason that
it was claimed of tho early set-
tlers many could only make a cr-s- s

rf.sembling trw 6 a of a saw buo.
when they undorljok to affix tneir
signature to legal documents.

Here a new home was carved out
of the commons; and later an orch
ard was planted which is in evidence
till this day. During several years
following the support of the preach-
er was meager, despite the natural
liberality of the people ho served;
for money was scarce in that newlysettled country. Here tho faithful
minister's wife proved her love and
loyalty lor the causo of Christ with-
out murmur or complaint, her motto
being, that "All things work for goodto them who love the Lord." In her
girlhood, she had grown accustomed
to the sharpest pangs of poverty;and with her father she had suffer!
cd imprisonment becnuse of her pro-
nounced religious faith. As a youngwoman she had worked seven long
years in an Austrian brick yard that
she might earn transportation to
America nnd there establish a homo.
She had been schooled in life's uni-
versity of hardships, and the train-
ing she received was such as to de

Elias Ruark Horner (1872) (E. R. Horner in clerical attire mado with, a
needle in the hands of his faithful wii'e.)

Churches at that time and leaders in
singing were few. Rev. Horner had
never been able to carry a tune.
Hence he frequently held devineibeintr the point where the soldierj
services without music of any kind,
This of course detracted from the ef-- j
feet of the meetings and would have
discouraged the ordinary preacher,
But Kev Horner said, "A man with
the grace of God in his heart will
sing;" and with this grace of God
in his heart and a little instruction
from his wife, he soon learned to
carry three hymns and the doxology,

,T is vir r.- -

55

Elias Ruark Horner's homo near La G rande (The Horner Homestead at the
I . foot of Mount Emily.)


