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SERIOUS CMSIS PENDING COUBTiMlilCOLONIAL CAVALIERS
AWARD PRIZE FOR1117 BIILY

CITY SOUGHT
THREE SHIPS SUNK IN 24 HOURS EMTIO

SHE60IXI' LONDON, FEB. INCIDENTS INVOLVING A RUPTURE BETWEEN BERLIN AND

WASHINGTON MAY COME AT ANY.TIME.- - THIS IS THE NEWS RECEIVED TONIGHT BY THE EJ.
CHANGE TELEGRAMS IN DISPATCHES FROM BERLIN, THE MESSAGE SAID: "AMBASSADOR GER

ARD HELD A LONG INTERVIEW WITH CHANCELLOR VON BETHM AN THIS MORNING, ,

With regard to the exchange of notes between the united states and Germany, it
IS BELIEVED THE NEGOTIATIONS ARE DEADLOCKED, BOTH SIDES ADHERING TO THEIR FORMER

VIEWS. EVERYTHING 'DEPENDS ON THE DISCRETION OF GERMANY'S

THE AMERICAN COLONIES AT. BERLIN, MUNICH AND DRESDEN ARE

Berlin. Feb. 84. It is officially an- -
naonced that the British transport No.
18Z was sunk by a German submarine

C: Beachy head.. There are no de- -

London, Feb. 24. The admiralty
has practically admitted that the con-

verted crtUr Clan McNaugbton has
been wet in recent storms. The offi-
cial statement estimated the casualties
at. 279. Hope for the vessel has beea
abandoned the statement- aaid.

London.' Feb. 24. Three vessels
have been torpedoed by German sub
marines a lew miles oft the British
coast within the past 24 hours. , This
was omclally admitted by the aamir
alty ' today. The British steamer
Oakby was sent to the bottom off
Foikeston, The survivors of the ship
have reached Ramsgate in small boats
and said a torpedo struck the Oakby
without warning. Ten minutes after
the crew had entered the boats, the
craft sank. Fishing boats rescued
the crew.
' A report from a second fishing boat
regarding the disaster caused circula
tion of the report that two other ves-

sels had sunk but the admiralty of-

ficials declared they are certain there
is' only one.
."The submarine which sent the Oak
by to the bottom is believed to be the
same one which sank the Norwegian

I steamer Regin and the British collier
Branksomeshine. yesterday. " . ..

Cabinet Discusses Plans.
London, Feb. 24. What many be

lieve will prove to be one of the most
momentuous sessions of the cabinet
since the war began, was held today.
As a result it is expected an announce
ment will be made of a concerted plan
of attack by the .Allies to force Ger
mans to abandon their submarine at
tack on British and other merchant
vessels. A plan was hinted at by
Asquith in the house" of commons a
few days ago.., It is expected to be
far Teaching in its effect,

Mystery of Meyers Unsolved. :.

Buker, Feb. 24. William 'Meyers,
l i other to Frank - Meyers, who dis-

appeared from this county February
15, 1906, hag been appointed by Coun-

ty Judge J. B. MeRsick as administra-
tor of the estate of the presumed dead
man. The estate, which consists of
the share of property left Frank Mey
ers by his mother, amounts approxi-
mately to $279.45. Administrator'
bend is fixed at $700 and John E.
Steele is named as surety. Shepherd.
Hulse and Alnion Motley are named

s appraisers. " . ;... ..

William Meters has just finished
iiumiiustering. his mother's estate, val-
ued at $2549.80. He received his dis
charge as administrator today. ' .

Educator in Conference;- - --

Cincinnati, Feb. 24. Public schools
superintendents from many cities of
10,000 to 25,000 populations, gathered
here today in response to. a call by the
Federated-- Education commissioner.
The meeting U in connection with the
convention,- - of the N. E. A. superin-
tendents. ' .,

- - -

Holme Appointed Receiver.
- Last evening creditors in the Grande

Ronde Cash company case elected F.
J. Holmes as receiver. The' meeting
was held before R. J. Green, referee
in bankruptcy for this county.
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ROBBERS LOOT

CHEIIEY OFFICE

CONSIDERABLE - - MONEY AND
- STAMPS TAKEN.

Marshal Exchanges Shots With Rob-

bers to No Avail.

v Spokane,. Feb. 24. The safe .of the
postoffice at Cheney, Wash., and the
hardware store next door, were blown
open last night and considerable prop-
erty taken. Two hundred in cash and
a quantity of stamps were .secured
from the. postoffice and $40 were
taken from tho store. The city mar-
shal exchanged shots with the rob-

bers without effect. '

EFFICCIENCY ONLY. HALF

Baker's Officials Find Municipal Plant
la Not Up to Quality

Baker, Feb. 23. That the city of
Baker is using all the power ava liable
at the present time with aT0 per cent
efficiency was the testimony of Com-
missioner Finlev at the meetinc of
the city commission his' afternoon. He
stated that the trouble is either in the
water wheeL er in the penstock. , .

When the y4tein was installed, ac-

cording to Mr.jFinley's report, it was
the opinion of the engineers that from
90 to 100 kilowatt hours could be de-

veloped. At present only half of this
U being developed. Mr. Finley is havin-

g-the wheel tested by the brake
method and will report within a few
days. .. ,

JOHNSON FIGHT DELAYED

Jaurez Bout WiU Not Be Staged Un-'- -

til Late in March or April.

El Paso, Feb. 24. Promoter Cur'u
has announced today that the
Jack Johnson-Jes- s Willard ur.v.cfmht
U1'. the champiorship of thi world, to
1m held at Jaurez, Mex., has been
pcf-t- j oned until . the latter part ui
Match or the first of April. It was
planned to stage the bout early in

"

FAMILY IS CREMATED.

i Residence Over Grocery Store Claims
.! Toll of Several Lives.

. East St. Louis, Feb. 24. Jonn
Stutzman and two daughters and a
son1 were burned to death early today
in a fire which destroyed the grocery
store over which they livo.

t? BY 11H5
FOOD PROBLEM WILL KEEP

'GERMANS FROM EXTENSIVE
I RUSSIAN CONQUEST

mm wsstAfs cuing
JO HHP CSCSHED ARMY

1- -

perlia gtatament Says that Continued

iSucceeseg Hwe Been Recorded by
Germans at Chief Point of Contact

- la the East-M- any PrUonera Taken
'Warsaw Only Will be Objective.

Berlin, Feb. to the prob-fe- tt

of feeding the ajien population, it
learned"- - Germany doeant . con-

template extensive, conquest of Rub-ai- a.

General Von Hmdenburg, it is
announced' will halt his advance at
Warsaw If successful in capturing tho

hX, which noer. jeems more, likely
than 'ever in. vii recent German
victories in Eaij, Jtand-- .

' , Fresh y f i Coming.
' Fe)j' !., Fresh Russians
are coming-- , to r: t fiingort of the
crushed Slav 1 i 'defeated in at-

tempts to assume the offensi n about
Prasynyaa, it is officially' announced.
Twelve hundred prisoners were taken
near that place according to a state-me- nt

today and Russians have been
checked west of Grondo.".'- Engage-
ments at Perthe, the statement said,
were favorable to Germans. - It is
claimed German lines at Vosgea have
been advanced and 600 prisoners were
taken. " " -

, Russians Claim Success.
Petrograd, Feb. 24. Russians from

Grondo are pushing back tho Ger-
mans toward the Russian frontier at

places, according totht-- jpar
office. A big battle is developing at
Stanislau. Galicia.

: Optional Law Liked.

Baker, Feb.-2-3. The passage of
Senate bill 11, introduced by. Senator
Dimick, providing that the use of sup-
ervisory system in the county school
work shall be optional witfh a majority
of the directors of any given county,
will be for the benefit of.Baker county,
was the statement made by 'County
School Superintendent J. F. Smith this
afternoon. "I have always believed
that the law hitherto in operation, was
excellent in theory," saW Mr, Smith,
"bat in a sparsely settled county such
as this, the expense is rather too
great"
, Mr. Smith received a ' letter this
morning from State Superintendent
of Education J. A. Churchill,' formerly
city superintendent .of Kthis city, stat-
ing that the law provided that the
original petition from: the ' directors
for the. diacentinuatian of the system
must-b- filed, with the county court
and that a duplicate of the same must
be filed within 30 days. r '

Lumbermen PlanBig Organization.
'c;,"' if

Chicago,.. Feb. Plans- for the
formation of ,4 big organisation tto
inehide all associations aralia.ted in any
way with the' lumber industry, were
discussed here" t6day at "the opening
of a two day conference of lumber-
men and representatives of the affili-

ated organizations. The new organii-ati- e

yrobabty- - wfll be known as the
Forest Prodnets Federation.

The object of the new oTgantzation,
lumbermen explained, win be to com-
pile statistics concerning Are losses in
vartouB Mnris of construction, to push
the search combmination
by whkK woods.--ma- ba
and. an advertising cam-
paign, calling the .attention of the
public to the advantages of wood over

-- other , construction materials. The
meeting today was called at the in-

stance of - the National Lumbermen's
Association.

4 4 4 4-- f '

v Today's Oddest Story

Santa Anna, Cal Feb. 24 -- -'
If your- house is infested with
bed-bug- s, you don't have to pay
rent. .

This is the ruling of Justice
Cox who decided in favor of H.
Carnthers, a householder who
was sued by W; H. Brooks for
820 rent. . V i

"Your honor," said Carrithers,
"there were bed-bu- every- -
where in that house. They
drove us out."

"Big ones?" asked the court
"Well, some of the rats were

Were almost as big," said Car-- --

nthers. . ;
, "Dismissed,", ruled the conrt'

4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

EXPLOSION RECENTLY KILLING
NINE RESULTS IN SEVERE ".'j.

. PUNISHMENT (

COMMANDOS ADMIRAL HAS
' ORDERED COURT KARTIAL

Secretary Oaniela Will Approve Rec- -

ommendatioa of Pacific Fleet CUef
Who Contacted Uqulry em Beard n
the San Diega-xCM-ef Machlaiat and .

Water Tender Ones Remered.

- Washington, Feb. 24. Courtmartial
of five officers and man on the
cruiser San Diego as the result of the
recent explosion aboard that vessel
which caused the deatn of nine par-
sons, is recommended by Admiral,
Howard chief of the racinc neet-.TO-

was conveyed to the navy department
by wireless today. .,

Secretary Daniels, of the navy, it
is announced, will approve the recom-
mendation.

The inquiry was held on board tho
San Diego and it ' submitted these
names to courtmartial: Lieut K. L.
Hill, chief machinist; Thomas 0Don-nel- l,

chief water, tender; W. I. Apple- -,

by, W. D. Redmon and A P. Priddy,
water tenders.

OATHS INVIOLABLE

Land Office Oath Defined by the Su- -

preme Court Decision,

i Of sDecial interest to residents of.
the La Grande land office district, is a
decision of the supreme court handed
down yesterday relative to the weight
of oaths connected with land omce af-

fairs.)' The . matter is handled in a
Washington dispatch as follows:

Broadening the government's power
in prosecuting land frauds, the. su-

preme court of the United States to--d- ay

Iheld that violation of oaths pre-
scribed by land office regulations, al-

though not by statute, is perjury.
The decision came in the case of

Jerome Luther Smull of Portland, Or.,
who was ordered- tried on a perjury
indictment. Dismissal, of the indict-me- nt

by the lower court was reversed.'.

Portland, Feb. 23. Jerome Luther
Smull, of Portland, filed a homestead
application, according to United
States District Attorney Reames, in
which he said that he had never fee

fore applied for a homestead,. ''which
was untrue, as the records showed to
the contrary. The homestead law
does not reauire .an applicant to save
whether or no he has applied before. -

xqe - regumvus oi wio uivBinn;
however, contain such a
; ,

lating to which .the law require that
an oath be taken on a material mat-
ter. ' Smull, through hi attorney, de- -,

murred to the Indictment, and, fol-

lowing, the rule of the circuit court of.
appeals in such cases,: the demurrer
was sustained in the Qocal United
State district court. The case was
taken direct to the United State su-

preme court, and its decision against
Smull means that the' case wilt be
sent back and tried . in the Oregon
court. j i

NEWSPAPER MAN GOES EAST

A. JL Linbcck to Become Managing
; fcttitor of Kansas Daily.

- After" having been associate editor
of the Morning Messenger during iU
existence in this city, and connected
with the evening Observer on the
news staff for several months, A. L.
Lindbeck .has resigned to assume a
position of responsibility on a Kansas
paper. Mr. and Mrs. Lmdbeck and
daughter expect to leave this evening
for Hutchinson, Kans., where Mr.
Lindbeck. will become managing edi-

tor of a morning dally.
The Lindbeck fumly came here f roii

Oklahoma some time ago and havo
become enamored of this section of
Oregon but the opportunities offered
in a business way in the Kansas town
ofsett their desire to remain in the
weBt. The many friends of the fam-
ily here hope for unlimited success to
the young couple in theur Eastern

Mr. Lindbeck is a thor-

ough newspaper man with a long
in the game.

Australiasian to Organize.

San Francisco, Feb. 24. Arrange-
ments have just been completed here
for the organization of a permanent
Austral ianian society. The arrange-
ments were made at a meeting of the
various Australasian state commis-
sioners to the Pacific-Panam- a exposi-
tion and prominent Australian and also
New Zealand business men. -

SUBMARINE COMMANDERS, V

MOST ANXIOUS. -i ft?

VALUABLE HUNTING!

DOG IS FIRE TOLL

ANDREWS GARAGE FIRE COSTLY
TO OWNER, -- r

Dead Dog Found by Firemen Valu
able Hunting Outfit Destroy

ed by Small Fife.

A valuable Irish setter, trained to

rillfully hunt the game bird, fowli; g

pieces and choice rifles, hunting cos

tumes including an English mnke the

gift of a friend, damage to; a Chal
mers automobile that may mean total
loss, damage to a garage! J and th?
loss of various other articles, all ot
which wore uninsured, completes the
toll of a fire in A. V. Andrews gar
age last night. Only prompt atten
tion by the fire department which an
swercd the cox alarm turned in nyi
Sidney Happersett about 11 o'clock,
prevented serious loss to- residences
and woodsheds in the block in which
the fire was located. -

' It is believed that the fire was start-
ed through an oil lamp that had be-a-

left in the garage to keep warm and.
comfortable

" the family bird dog
which was "indisposed,". It was ne-

cessary to keep it warm and the stove
plan was hit upon. Jt is likely that
fi.mes formod and spontaneous com-

bustion resulted. The automobile, a
light runabout, had two of its wheols
dismantled and for that reason could
not be removed handily,' Mechanicians
are investigating the matter of male-- ,

big a truck out of it, but this may
fail.

The building itself was not harmed
to any great extent, ' Because there
was no in8urai-c- and because the ex-

pensive and elaborate hunting equip-
ment which Mr. Andrews maintains
was in tho building, the Iobs will be
fully $1000 with such reductions as
the "residue" of the1 damaged auto
mobile may bring him.

It ia presumed the explosion blinded
the canine and he was cornered and
cremated. The charred remains were
found by the firemen but the fire had
gone too far to be cheated with a
dozen pulmoters. V t -

VAST DIFFERENCE SEEN

Report . Published Today . Vastly.
- Larger Than One 80 Years Ago

growth of La Grande is
shown today in the financial report
or the city, published elsewhere.- In
it City Treasurer C. M. Humphreys
Is dhown to be- - handling, enormous
sums as business of the
city.. When Treasurer Neillwas given
the first funds the city boasted of 30
years . ago . yesterday, the whole
amount was only a few thousands. - '

- A concise statement is published to-

day by the city showing the whole
financial situation of La Grande's
finances.

Sheriff Home Again.

Having safey conducted Williams,
recently sent up to the penitentiary
from this district court, to his future
abode,- Sheriff Hug returned today
from Salem. -

agreed to permit State Highway en-

gineer Bowlby to continue indifinite-l-

in his official capacity. His resig-nato-n

was demanded two weeks ago
when it was said that his opposition
to the good roads program of the ad-

ministration was frustrating suitable
legislation.

The announcement today forestalls
the spirited rush and scramble thero
has been rampant since Bowlby's .re-
moval was demanded.

WHEAT HELDS0F70

, A RESIDENCE PLOT

SUMMERVILLE PIONEER RE-- 5

CALLS EARLY HISTORY . . . .

Stare Driver of Early 60's Once Harl
y vested Wheat Where Fourth and
S riMint. Nrnr Mark Citv' Grnwth.

Where - 45 years ago John Lewis,
now of Summerville, harvested wheat,
and prolific wheat at that, the Meth
odist church, the t. J. Holmes- rest'
dence and other homes from Fourth
and Deoot west have since displaced
the waving grain nelds. Mr, Lwi8
Is in true city today visiting his daugh-
ter, Mrs. R. O. Paynter. and incident
ally told the Observer some interest
ing sidelights on early history., ine
interview was nrompted by the story
of La Grande s anniversary, puousnea
yesterday. When Mr. Lewis as a boy
of 15 came from Iowa with the Pitman
train, there were three business houses
in La Grande. That was. in 18BH. u.
D. Andrews and' Ben Brown had trad-

ing posts in operation and a third
trading store was going up.

; Mr. Lewis is a pioneer stage driver.
He worked for the Thomas Rucklet
Greathouse-Abb- ot firm which ran the

.Xfirst stage line over the Blue Moun
tains with Walla Walla and Fort
Boise as the terminals of it. . Mr.
Lewis was employed with that com-

pany and in the spring of 1864 helped.
with- -

"Grajfjrjft''-- ' Tuttle, now of Elgin
to keep t8'13 open.

Not Mhett Snow Those Days. .

"Dad Tuttle lhad two yoke of oxen,"
said Mr, Lewis this morning, "but we
had an awful time to keep things
moving. There' was a great deal of
snow in the mountains and also a
great deal in the valley those- days.
H was much different from the pres-
ent snow fall. -- 'A little while after
our train arrived, Jack Morrow and
Ed.- Patterson, a brother of the Patt-
erson- boys of South La Grantto,
built new-store- s in this vicimy, and
pretty soon other points in tho valley
were sought by settlers.

First Valley House Built.
"My father, the late John Lewis,

built the first house In the whole
Northend country, the first North of
La Grande at that time. We home- -

steaded the old place, and after the
Shortline stopped the cross-countr- y

stage-business-
, I returned to the home-

stead and have, lived there almost con-

tinually since.
Remember First Election

"As ( recall it, the governor ap
pointed a man named ueer to be sher-
iff of Union county when this section
of .the state was cut oft from Baker
county.- - When the regular election
came about, a man named Cregg was
elected snenir and he named Arthur
Warnick (recently deceased) as his
deputy; Cregg served two terms and
then became county judge. '

fin those days the assessors had to
go over the entire country lonehanded,
and T. T. (Dad) Tuttle officiated in
that : capacity, covering : Wallowa
county as well as this county." .

Marvels at Growth.
Ixoklng up Fourth street and West

of it Mr. Lewis pointed out the ter-
ritory, that a youth back in 1870 he
had harvested for the wheat it con-
tained. Ben Grandy , and
owned most of the fields at that time,
and he was in their employ.

Because of the fact that he came to
Oregon in 1862, Mr. Iiewis ranks as
one of the few true-bu- e survivors of
the first immigrant trains. There are
several who came in '63 and '64 but
indeed few still live who spent a por-
tion tf '62 in this valley. Mr. Lewis
is 67 years of age.

New Baseball League.
Pueblo, Colo., Feb. 24. Efforts are

being made to start a Colorado State
baseball league. The greatest atten-
tion is being given to Pueblo as it is
believed that if funds for a team here
are guaranteed, the success of the new
league will be assured. Cripple Creek,
Rocky Ford, La Junta and Victor are
said to be ready to put up the monev
for clubs in those towns.

Frisco Fair Tickets Transferable.
San Francisco, Feb. 24. Books of

transferable admission tickets have
been placed on sale, here by officials
of the Pacific-Panam- a exposition. One
book contains fifty coupons and the
other one hundred, the price being
$20 and $40, respectively.

FERII HOBBS DESIGNS MID

BOWLBY WILL STIOI JOB

Salem, Feb. 24. Miss Fern Hobba,
made famous in connection with her
Copperfield and Cove episodes, and
who was given a $3,600 job by Gov-
ernor West on the State Industrial
commission just before West retired
from public, life, has tendered her
resifciiatkHi. It is set down-t- take
effect May 21.

She had previously promised to re-

sign if the Schubel bill was passed by
the senate unamended.

Bowlby Will Remain.
The State Highway commission has


