R T -

 COPYRIGHT,

1914, BY JOHN FLEMING WILSON _
! d by the Unlversa
A Novwelized Version of the Motlon Picture Drama of the Same Name Produce
flim Manuficturing Company. [llustrated With Photographs From the Pleturs Production.

£
P -~

CHAPTER XVII.

The Forged Deeds.

HEN the train pulled into Los
Angeles the next morning
dohn Dorr’s party got of,

@ nod John left Ruth with

Tom Kane while he went 1o engage

an automoblle to take them to Beverly

Hills, u suburb recommended by Ever-

eft un quiet and restorative for shat-

tered nerves.

As they stood there Wilkerson, Mrs,
Darnell and Estelle nlsu got off the
traln, atill dlsgulsed, nand were hurry-
ing awny when Wilkerson observed
Ruath and called Jean's nttention to
her,

For an fostnnt she was wonpluged.

Then shic snid fn o low tone: "8Bo muech

the better, We cnn keep nn eye out

on them,"

"1 must And out where thoy are go-
Ing to,”" Wilkerson returned. *“1 don't
1ike the looks of it
t He moon came back with word that
they had ordered the car to take them
to Beverly Hills,

3 After some Inquiry Wilkerson found

the nddress of n lLotel that scemed to

angwer thelr reqoirements, and they

‘wWere s00n ob their way thither in a

taxi. Within an hour the deft Hstelle

had installed herself and ber mistress
in a comfortable suit. Wilkerson took

A room uear by. Then eame the ques-

tion of thelr diagulses,

“There Is no need of wenring them
nny longer Wilkerson stated, “if
nead be we can put them on ngain."

Mra. Darvell lavghed scorntfully.
*'Yes, and all the hotel people saw us
come In with our disguises on, What
will they think If they ace entirely
diferent people . occupylug  these
rooms ™

Wilkerson' had already started to re-
move his makeup. Now he paused,
Bnt bin reckless nature got the better

8he Smiled Maliciously. “Forgeryl’

of him, aud he Inughed ut her fears,
Bo they both were woon thelr renl
selven nnd sat down to a bearty break
fast In Mys. Dacnell’'s rooms,

This ended, Jenu took out the pa pors
and spent up houe Buing ovver them
carefully., Wllkorson suioked noervous
Iy, but did uot luterrupt ler. Whey
she Inld the documents down be suw
R queer giltter fn her tawny eyes,

“Bo It hns come to the old gawe,
eh? sbe sald fn a low volee, *|
thought you hnd hnd enough of that."

“Enough of what? he demanded
quickly,

She smiled maliclously. She formed
the word slowly nnd precisely; “IFor-
Kery!"

Hin dark face grew pulitd. and his
«yea Hashed ominously. 1 did it for
¥ou that time—and no thauks! But
this s all right. Those deeds nre gen-
ulpe.*

*They merely assure the property to
‘Thomas Gallon and bls helrs and as
signe, Whon yon found Tom Gallon
at Inst and had him ready to do nuy
thing you wanted just ns the price of
Your sllenca 1 suppose it dldn't occur
10 yon to have him deed over the *Mas
ter K¢y' mine to yoo, did ity

“He wouldu't binve done it!" he bursy
out forlously. “He shot me once, He
would lnve shot e ngain to save the
nilne for the girl."

“Then whot good are those papera?”

Girndunlly be percelved the drift of
her speech. He looked at ber for a

moment dumbly, as If for Instrectior
But she wap ruthless. He wust

pose the crime himself. She handed;

bl the pipers,

He stnred ar thew and then glinesd
Herous it Jean. She wus waiting. He
cursed her nnder his breath, Sle had
always been walting—waiting for’ hlm
to brenk the Inw, to suffer that she
might hove comforts nnd Jewels and
keéep uonimpnired thet beaoty thnt hod
been his downfall.  But the spell work-
o, s it hind worked before,

“I'Nl have to go out nnd boy some
blunik deeds,” he sodd luborlonsly, *1
mny have (o look bp sote othier potnts,
too, about these pupers,™

Ag he left the voom Joan Darnell
looked after hiw, (nzy triumph o bey
cyes,

“Limtelle,” slie anid lnnguidly, “you
mny dress my hale. 1 shall go to a
matinee this afternoon, I Mr. Wil-
kerson cowes, tell him | amn engnged
till tonight."

Life nt Buverly Hills wig o welcome
change to Ruth arftér fhe strenfious
days that bad passcll sioce she left
the “Master Key" mline, i

There were not many ut the hotel 1
and the most prominent Agure nmong
the guests was n il carefolly dress
el Englishumnn. so typleally the tourlst
that the olil couk iusisted on ldentify-
Ing him on the regleier.

"I aln’t seen many of the new kinds
of people.’” he explnined, “I've been
out In the mine so mnny yenrs that the
styles In renl gents hns kind of eseapid
me, | ndmire to kuow Just what kind
of birds ' roosting with.”

“Who fs he? lnughed Ruth, ne they
gnzed ont nt the riging hills,

“He's mirked down ns Sir Dopuid

Fuvershnm, nml he's from the Hrip
Ish Istes.” Tom Kune rejoined. *He
I8 here for his health; they sny, 1 sup-

pose that's why he has tu weat them
white nnkle warmerd on hin logn”

“Those nre called spats, Tom.” sald
Johu, smlling. “Thnat eyeglass 18 a

monocle,"
“Does he see through 1t Inguired
Kane, with appurent auxlety, 1 peck-

oned be wos neat =ighted, for | spoke
to him a while ngo nnud he dldn't even |,
sop me

Qddiy enough, Ruth blushed at this,
Skt Donuld had seen hor, sgd she b
been wnde nware of ft Instantly; not
that Sir Dondld b been in the slight-
ot offensive. He hnd merely sllently
testifitd by respectful glances his np.
precintion of the arvival of a very pret-
ty wowmnn.,

John Dare saw the blush fdmd tuter-
preted It rightly. He, (oo, hnd ob-

et in the lovely girl. For the frat
time he felt w sharp twinge of Jenl.
ousy. He hnd s0 long been alone in
Ruth's regard that he btnd not aua
Iyzsed his own feelings toward her
He determined that 8ir Donald Faver-
sham should not impose his company
on them,

The very unext morning, when Ruth
and John came out from the hotel
ready for u stroll, Faversham lay in
whit for the old cook and asked him
for n match for his clgarette. Tom
reached into his walsteoat pocket and

which he handed out with an nir or |,
doing n service to some one he could
not sée. 8Sir Donnld looked at the
queer matclios, not knowling the pecul.
inrities of the western sulpbur article.

mutches and strike it. When 8Ir Don.
ald choked aud sputtered over an In-
buintion of brimstone Tom looked pro-
foundly concerued,

“They're n leetle strong for some
people,” he remarked pityingly.

"Btroug!" anawered Faversbam, wip
Ing biw eyes. *1 should Jolly well say
they were!"

Their conversation bnsd attracted
Ruth's attentlon, and she and John
both looked back. John smiled fant
Iy, but Ruth was Indignant.

“Tom Al that on purpose,” she sald
“I'n nshnmed of him."

How [t bappened only Sir Donald
conld hnve told, bot withio three min
utes he wos exchanging remarks about
the sconery with them all.  “And
there's an awfally jolly bit Just over
the other way," be sald to Ruth.

The dee wios brgken, apd Ruth

waroed him, feeling his mood.
been brought up Ii the mountains, and
sbe's ns friendly ns o pup, I don't ke
the way the mun puts petticopts on hls
feet and I'm used to belog looked at
with two eyes, but Ruth Is all right.
You must remember thnt young as she

pose Wilkerson has them.
have been on his trail long ago.”

iffectionntely on John's arm.
everything would come out all right
when Jolin took bold.* she sald softly.

pulled out a bunch of block matches, rn

| gnze upon

out, all right.” be tald her.

promptly accepted the fmplied fovita-
tion o sev¢ this specially lovely sceue
and Bir Donald led the way, talking
with lber, After on instant's hesita-
tfon Jolin and Kane followed.

The ucqunintance thus made was

destined to have n great bearing oun
the lives of both Ruth nod Jobn, It
bad yvipened Into n genulne lkiug on
Ruth's part hefore the dance that night

Wwils over.
The next morning Jobn and Tom met

Ruth walking with Sir Donild sbout
the hotel grounds, and the young man
could not belp showing in both wolce
nnd manner thnt he was little pleased
that Itutb should have so suddenly
taken up with a stranger,

“Remember, sho's only a girl,” Tom
Y8he's

8 nud fuexperienced, she hns a good
ot uf comumion sense,"
“1 suppose It's foolish of me,” John

answered, “But I'm used to activity,
and this dawdlug nbout doesn't’ suit
e and that makes me generally eross
and unreasouuble,
what Wilkerson wae doing!
would only come!"

If 1 only knew
It Everett

The wish was fulfilled that nfternocon

when George Everett turned up and
wan warwmly greeted by both Kane
und Dorr,  After s few words be asked
for Ruth,

"You can see that she's dll right,”

John answered quletly, pointing to her
an she came up the steps with 8ir
Douuld. Both were in tennis garb, and
Hutbh wan delightfully finshed.

Sir Donold wade a few pleasant re-

{marks and then excused himself. His
quick senses told him tbat Everett
had come on business and that be
would be one too many.

“I don't know that I bave anything

new and startling to tell you," Everett
told Ruth in answer to her question,

‘I know n doren places where | can

rilse the money to finance your mine,
but we must hnve the deels, papers

ind surveys firet. And they're gone,

I understand.”

“Yes," Dorr replled bitterly, 1 sup-
1 ought to

Everett glavced at Ruth nand saw the
lscouragement on her face. He went

qulckly on: “However, I've' made tem-

wrary arrangements which will e

served the Englishman's sudden luter- lleve you of all tronble for the present,
Misa Gnllon,
detalls with John apd Tom Kaune'

I'll tnlk over the businesa

She brightened and Iald one hand
"1 knew

For two dnys Harry Wilkerson work:

ed steadily, nnd secretly in his room.
At Inst his task was done. {

“No one-enn ever prove that old 'I‘ol:n

Gallon dido't draw that deed himself,”
Wilkerson sald trlumphantly, “And It

wnkes we the owper of the ‘Master
Key' mine, Jean. And, once In cha rge,
make a8 both worth milljons!
Iien"—

She sbragk back at the Hame In his
T,

“Now, what sre you golng to do?"

- be demnnded, nttempting to bring the
nnd iy splte of himself Kane had to "
N . renversntion back luto business chan-
lustruct him to pull off oma of the nels.

“Droke In
“You see.
Kane didn’t tien np to prosecute the

He LIt his natls savagely.

case, and they turned him loose What
do you suy to my wirlng him to go und

|take charge of the mine while we de
celde just what to do?
whnt's going on nnd warn us.”

He can see

“Dorr nnd the rest are.still at Bever-

{1y HLlI8?" she Inquired.

"Sure!" he wald scornfully, “They’re

tielng np with some blooded Britisher
they think bns money. They fgure on
teetting him to fluance them, I reckon.
Aud 1 bappen to know that Sir Donald
couldn't flunnee anybody,
warry about Dorp"”

We needn't

Mrs, Darnell remalned In thoughtful

|Kllence awhile and then sgreed to the

Suggestion.  Wilkerwon  imwediately

hear further from me,
engineer, to this eff A
When bo bnd sent this and a |
sage to Tubbé be resumed. his glon
contemplution of bis forged desth

did uot see the look of burning scorn

g

" fovely pair—Wilkerson and Drakef”
’ Drake did not besitate when bo re-

{see that up work was belug done, The

on Jean's face na she left the room, .
*Why must ¥ always have to use
fools’" mhe murimured bitterly, “A

celved Wilkerson'a telegram, He took
the next train. for Sllent' Valley and on
arrival there provured. a rig and drove
to the mine. " g 7

On his arvival be was dismayed to

muclilvery was Idle, ind the mipers
wora loafing ubout thie streets’ or gith-
ered In little sullen groups,  They eyed
Lim curlously, but when he asked for’
Tubb they wade no comment nor ask

ed any questivns, s Pllice

Followlug, thelr directions, be soou
found bimself on the poreb of what
had been Jobo Durr's house,  He
knogcked,. and there was shufing. of
lieavy boots: then the door opened, and
un- unshaved, llonted faced man nsked
him grutly what he wuanted,

Droke  produced Wiikerson'ds wire,
and lgstantly the enginegr showed re-
lief. e 1
“Come In!  Come in!" he sald
“Come In and havea deink!™

“‘The Interlor of the cabin showed that
Bill Tubbs bnd apparently been merely
camplug out In hls pew quarters with-
out regard to the decencies. But Drake
was not squenmish after his long trip
and shared n drink with his host A
few words gerved to put the situstion
before him.

“There ain't no money to pay the
men; the store’s closed; the cook ahan-
ty nin't running; Wilkerson I8 away;
Dorr hasn't tirned np with the money
he promised. and I'm just kind of sit-
ting on the Ud while the pot bells.
I'm mighty glad to see you. Maybe
you can do something with these fel-
lows. I've done my best, and I ean't
do nny more.™

The words were hardly out of 'his
mouth before there was the nolse of
boots ou the porch, and Tubbs smiled
In slekly fashlon. -

“I guess they spotted you right off.”
lie said. T

“What do they want?' demanded
Drake as there came a pounding on
the door.

Two miners entered, and Tubbs in
troduced them to Drake,

“This in the new bogs, hoys,” be sald.

"Whe suot you lere? wos the frat
question aaked,

“Wilkerson," responded Drake,

“Hunph!" .

“I'm Just here to tuke chirge tempo-
rarlly,” Drake went ou hastlly, not
liking the ugly tone of the man's
volce.

The vtlier man took thix fuformition
and ufter digesting It snld, *Golug to
start up and puy wagest”

“I'm not acqualuted with the aitun-
tion yet," was the evusive reply. *I'll
&0 over things with Mr. Tubbs tonight, {}
and then In the morning I'll see what

welcome.
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Yon know our idea of this store—that it -
shall 'be a place where you may come, as-
sured of fair dealing—that it should be un-
disputed headquarters for everything that
is dependable, for everm.g:ﬁ;that ig really
economical. Our perfeet i

to sell all grades of men’s wearables at the
lowest possible p
in this community—you—to share hes
economies. Visit us at any time without
. obligation to buy and you will be cordially

NEW WORK SHOES AT ...

... $%.00 $3.00 $3.50 and $4.00

- NEW DRESS SHOES AT :
made of real leather throughout, gun metal,
viei kid, velour, ealfskin and water proof
oil grained leather, The soles are made of
genuine Oak and belting sole leather. The
styles are the newest and in a variety of
lasts and toes to suit everybody.
take great care in fitting you right.
THE NEW SPRING SHIRTS ARE HERE

AT 50¢ $1.00 $1.25 and $1.50

The patterns are as fine as particular men
could wish; the materials gre fine percales,
Jjacquard weaves, fine prints and woven ma-
dras. Comes with detached or attached col-
lars and French cuffs. -t

EVERY NECESSITY AT A SAVING -
Fine white handkerchiefs at ...

prices. ' We invite everyone
in thes

And we

o¢ 10¢ and 12 1-2;

Silk lisle and artificial silk sox, spliced
heels, soles, and toes at ................
Cotton sox, of long staple cotton, extra
heavy weight, come in black and tan, very
1

special

Work sox, heavy weight ............... 3¢
Bandana handkerchiefs, large size ...
Fine quality men’s suspenders ...

remtnsssssisbante

15¢ 25¢ 35¢

Boys’ suspenders ... 10¢ 15¢

| THE PEOPLE’S STORE

The Store For The People

Is to be done.”

'

ties enable us

“The frst thing is to glve us money
and food,” was the curt answer. Ths
men stamped ouot, leaving Drake to
look at Tubbs in some dismay.

The engineer was so relieved at hav.
ing some one else to bear the burden
of responsibility that he refused to be

worried,

“Have another drink, partmer,” he
safd familarly, “and forget It till to-
morrow."”

After m very poor medil which Tubbs
scrnped op the two sat down and
smoked. Tubba' tongue gradually loos:
ened under the Influence of many more
drinks, and before 10 o'¢lock brought
up & waning moon Drake knew a great
deal that made Lim uncomfortable. He
resolved to ahift the burden to Wilker-
non's shoulders na quickly na possible.

The next morniog did not bring
clhieer. His head nehed from the fumes
of Rl Tubbs' whisky, nnd the chill of
the monntuin nlr was not dissipated by
n cold breakfast. And before the sun
hnd risen nbove the penk of the moun-
taln the miners bad approached bim
with questions,

e e et eyt o . i
(To be Continmed Tomorrow.)
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PLANING MILLS

Cor, Greenwood and Madison St. |
(Successor to Wenaha Lbr, Co) it

Can furnish anything you need :t

in the line of lumber to build §
that home you are figuring on g
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We Have Been Appoint- |
ed Sole Agents for Luther :
Burbanks Seeds for;La- i
Grande.
| WOULD BE PLEASED TO SHOW
YOU THIS LINE. OUR ONE.DOL-

LAR ASSORTMENT IS SOME-
THING DIFFERENT FROM ANY. ‘
THING SEEN BEFORE. OUR SUP.

PLY OF VEGETABLES INCLUDES :
EVERYTHING IN THE MARKET. :

J. G. Snodgrass Grocer |
Phone Main 43 :

Quality Service Honest Prices !




