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~ CHAPTER XI,

Sing Wah and His Wiles

OHN DORR stood stopidly
staring at the pupers which
he had found I the locked
drawer of the dresser. Hlis
brlef Inguiries nt the desk hnd only
served to make the motter durker, so
be had come buek-to the room to puz
zle thiogs out.

Painfully be set the fuvis In order
before him. The first wns thnt Huth
had gone to New York to denl with
Everett about money for improveinents
¥ ‘to the "Mester Key" The second wns

At that she had evidently not been able

"l to Gnd Everett nnd had storted west
agaln, The third was that she bad
o been io this very room. There loy the
S papers that represented the mine and

its valve,  But bow—where—how counld
‘it be?

His businesslike senses returved, and

A be proceeded to wire Everett's office In

Lot New York, with the remilt that he was

& soon in possession of his address in
Ban Francisco,

Y80 Everett's here, too,” lie mutter:
ed. ‘“That Is straoger yet. 1 guess it
was time | dropped In. Now to find

# Ruth|" A

He thruat the packet of papers’ln hly
pocket and then withdrew them and
Jocked them ngain Into the dresser
drawer. He bad a dim potion that
Ruth might come back for them. Then
he telephoned to the Bt Fruncls botel
and left word for Everett, who was re
ported to be ont.

Btlll follewing what his comwon

I sense told him was the logical method
= of unravellng the tungle be went down
RS Ui to the desk aud entered fnto conversn
- tion with the clerk. Meanwhlle hls eye
ran down the register. Oppoalte (he
number of the toom be now occupled
he maw a heavily serawled “Mes, 1.
Darnell nnd danghter.”
He frowned, amd the clerk sald sym
thetically, “Yon must hnve n nnsty
eadnche?”

« Y1 have," John returned. “Met with
Aan uccldenl In an avto that rather up
‘et me.' He Inid his finger on the reg:
ister nnd, controlling bls volee, wenl
on as If casonlly, "I see Mrs. Darnell

stops here
¢ To D6ri's secret amuzement the clerk
i becnme mysterlous, leaning neross the

dosk to whisper, 'Ab, you know her?"
“1 wanted specinlly to sce her,” John

equlvoented. “1a she bere?"

i “She {s not, and she left In o very

e strange way,” the clerk explalned
\ quietly. “She cume hore last evenlng

i with hor dnughter. 1 gove them (he

room you have now. Along In the late
boura she suddenly came down with
the elrl nnconsclons nod told me thot

T, ™ you know Mrs. Darnell very well?"

' she hud been tuken very ili and she
. stas hurrying ber to n hospital. There
| wyere m couple of wen WLl ber, and the

hunse detéctive didu't Hke (be lovks of
i the whole nffair, so be followed them.”

“Was the girl very falr bulred nnd—
nnd beiutiful ¥ Dorr mannged to ank
in un Indifferent icne.

“Precisely,” responded the clerk, sud-
denly matching his pguest’s manper.
“If you want to find Mrs. Darnell
maybo the house detective got her ad:
dress—or the address of the hospital
they took the givl to”

Presently, In response 1o 8 summons,
appented the detective, who sennued
Johu's somewhut brulsed face thought
fully, siying uothing untll the elerk
explained that Mr, Dorr wished. AF pos
alble, to get tuto communlention with
Ara. Durnell.

“The best | ean do 15 to fud the txi
driver for you," he sild slowly, still
studylng John's stnlwart Agure. *“He
miay be ont on the stand now.
wee"

An they passed out thie detective con

tinued lesitatingly, “Do you know M
Duarnell very well?"
' There waas that Tn the mun's tone
that made John pause before answer
fng. He glaneed at the cool, tmpas
slve fute and caught the glint of the
stendy eyes. He took n sndden resoln
tinn,

“1 bhelleve youw're really Interestsd In
thls matter,” Dorr snld briefly. “Bup.
pose we talk this over before hunting
the taxl chanffeur.”

“1 waa merely curious, that's all”
was the noncommittal murmur,

Mhat givl 18 not her daonghter,” John
continued "1 have reason to belleve
thant It I8 Miss Ruth Gallon, the heir
ess 1o the *‘Mneter Key' mine, whom she
I8 nabdueting.”  His  passion  binmed
forth [n spite of his selt restraint. 1
must find her nnd suve her”

“Might I nsk what relntion you ure

nsked the detec-

A the young Indy ¥
tve mildly.

John stared ot Wl nbd then renlized
the oddity of his nctlons and words
Ie briefly explalned his position ot the
mine nnd his wordship of the helvess

suspected Wilkerson of, deseribing him
carefully,

"He \Was oue of theny, sure enough,”
ngreed the detective. “Bul young helr
essed nin't beloy kidunped days ke
these out of hotels e (i

Y1 mny be mistnken” Jobn assented
wenrlly, “All 1 kuow of MM, Darnell
I8 from occaslonul words dropped by
Wilkerson. But 1 suppose we might
get a clew ns to where they went any-
way."

After some senrch of the long line of
taxis they came to one which the de
tective identified ns the one Mrs, Dar
nell bad taken the night before.

“Driver, take us where you did those
fores who were In such a hurty last
night,” the detective ordered,

The chauffeur shook his head.
ean search me for the ndidress,”
turned. “There wasn't any.”
The driver leaned out from bis seal
nnd went on enrnestly: “You know
how they jumped in nnd we rolled off
Well, It seemed It wus a cnse of life
amdl death, according to the woman,
and 1 stepped on the machine and
hnstened some toward the North Pa.
clfie hospltnl, But when we got into
Chinatown one of the men halled me
amd tolll me to drive Just ns ho sald
He got out here n front with me, and
when wo u‘nrhc‘tl a certaln spot they
all beat it’

“Can you tnke us to that spot?"

“I wns Just wondering to myself
whether T econld find 16" was the re
sponse, “But I'll tey."

“Yon
he re-

left the lne and stnrted np the hil
toward Californln street.  John Dorr
lenned back ngninst the ‘cushions with
# strange sense of ut lnst being on his
wiy toward his goal, He barely heard
his companion's muormur, “Evidently
they took her into the lower part of
Chinatown,”

We usunlly eredit the orlental with
little or no lmagination. pointing to
lils art. his clothes nud his lnngunge ns
evidences, As the fact runs, even the
Chiluese coolle uses (he faculty of
Imngination more frequently than his
white hrother on nn equal socinl plane

Bing Walb, or Wahb Slog, ns he was
Indifferently celled, wne outwandly a

Lot's |

He niso went nto detodl ns to what be :

He threw In hig cluteh aud the car |

stolid, dull eyed Chloese of uncertaln
middie nge. His pleture—It was in the
gallery of every sccret mervice office

from Singupore .to Philadelphia—was

pot lesa chinngelesa of expression, nor
more tecituru than he, Yet in apite of
bis sombor clothes and general air of
blank stupidity, 8ing Wah was a man
of mnrk, a man with a history replete
with adventure nnd, not too seldow
with erime.

If the ordinpry ¢rimingl could have
a1 office or n store he would quadruple
his profits, But the commonh ron of
rnscaly mmust stenl and 0y, Thelr post-
oflice address Is a ligment. They are
not ut homwe when opportunity knocks,
Bing Wab koew this, nnd it was bis
boast thnt for thirty yenrs any one
who wanted him, elther day or night,
coulad find him.

8o Le snt ut the back of lLis little
store nlght nafter night, bllaking
through the wooden screen at the va.
rlous customers who came In to trade
or barter. And year after year they
came to his door, the pirute and the
thief, the smuggler and the robber, and
he took lLis toll of them and passed
them on. Whither? Sing Wah never
told. And becnuse he did not tell they
came Luck with greater loot and rich-
er booty, and he ngain possed them
through his store to venish utterly
from the haunts of men upd the pur
view of the police,

Amoug the mapy hundreds who had
uvniléd themselves of Sing Wab's nid
wns Wilkerson, who, durlng dark pe-
tlods of his carveer, had severnl times
run athwart the barriers of the law
und been compelled to seek refuge
where lie coull.

Harry Wllkerson was not a fool, In
some ways he was bidlllantly endowed,
He recognized Sing Wali's superlority
to all others In the great gnme of out-
witting the law, He perceived beneath
the stolld muask the nlert, active, stu-
dions wind which wns ever vigilant,
never forgetfnl, always iotelligently
watching the world that passed before
his Nlmed cfes. The Chinese had, ag
well, ncknowledged Wilkerson's adept-
ness and persisteney.  Tu several deals
they had been partners to thelr mutual
profit.

“You aré a very good fellow, Har
ry,” Slog Wah had told him once aa
they drank ten In o litle room in the
renr. “You nre a smart man--almost
us smart as [ am. But you ure too
hungry, You eannet resist your uppe
tites, Now, 1"—he made u slight ges
ture of distnste with his lean brown
hnud—*"1 hnve no appetites.”

Wilkerson nodded. *1 ghess you're
right, 8ing Wah. You even baven't
any pride. You talk pldgin English to
the tourlsts and the rest, instead of
speaking  the perfect Eoglish you
know." k

The dull eyes It for a moment hu-
morously. 1 have nlways feit that 1
owed It to Oxford not to (nuut my ed-
ueation In a small tradesman’s shop,
don't you know "

The imltation of the Oxoninn drawl
had been so notural that Wilkerson
had slapped his thighs In light
Thereafter he took a pecullar pleasure
In watehing Sing Wah's nssumed silent
stupidity and comparing It with what
be knew to be the real person hehind
the dull features,

1t was to Wilkerson that the Chl
nese had explained his reason for nev
er changing his nddress, no matter
how brisk the pollee might be. *And
I have thought out a scheme which
yon wili ke, he went on, “Come
with me"

It wns then that hp showed Wilker

son the eylindrical room which bhad a

fingle door and revolved at a tonch on
A lever. 5
“Dangerous stafl)” commented Wil

kerson, “If the police find that theyl)
sure land yon”

Sing Wali's pallid lipg opened (o faint
smile. “1 built it for them. And the

Chinntown guldes know about It and
will chnrge £10 extra for a trlp through
the horrors of the underground, as they

oenll 1LY The Chinese stueered, “Lot
them play with such things while 1 use
the bealus hoaven gove me,  And yet,

sometinie that trick room may serve
a purpose.”

To Mrs, Drrnells: eredit il wust be
said that she rebelled strongly. But

“You've got te de the trick™

the stake wus (oo great (o risk, sod she
bitterly consented to Wilkerson's ha-
tlly outlined plan of hidlng Ruth uiway
somewhere In 8ing Wah’s precinets un
til they could once more et their plans
lnto workthg ander.

Before she would leénve the plale
khie must Indeed see Sing Wah himself.

“Will tha girl be gufe lore?" she de-
mauded. :

The Chioese jooked at ber Gnshed
and pussionate beauty lo sflence until
she repeated her question. . Then he
snld quietly nud in his owa exquisite
Iy modulated English: “You need have
little fear. The mervanta are honest
and discreet. And"—he let his pyes
weet hers fully—*1 think it t8 possible
that abe Is safer now than' she hus
mqln for some time, Good night. mad:
“m " -

While Wilkerson und Mre, Durnell
had been Lurrledly artanging wmntters
with Sing Wah, Drake bhad gone In
search of lodgings nearby. He found
them fu what had once been A noted
lotel, which had fallen toto sad decany.
It wns In the faded rooms he engaged
here that the three met to consult on
the future.

“Fhie first thing to do s to get hold
of those deeds and papers she hos in
her grip." sald Wilkerson., 1 wonder
you dido’t think w got them  before,
Joan,"

The " womnn's eyes )it with dull
watched him fuss with the locks of the
hamd satchel which she hnd Indleated
a8 the one in which Ruth carrled her
vitlunbles. When It opened und Wil
kerson  Lhrust his cluleching fGngers
dowuward Into it Mrs. Durnell leaned
forwurd as If in protest. He pald po
attention to her,
search with ever incrensing bhnste. At
Inst he stralghtened np with an oath
#0 venomous nnd deadly that even
Droke shrank back.

“The deeds aren't here,” Wllkerson
sald thickly, “She's hitlden them!"
“But where?"

This question seemed to Lrenk Wi
kerson’s almost steely lutensity of pur
pose. The question put his whole prob-
lem before him in two words—hmt
where? He shifted hin eyes from the
emptied satchel to the curtained win-
dow. Instantly there leaped before
bim the pleture of the truck torning
slowly over In the giilch, of the huge
billow of smoke, of the little lances of
fire that charged through the dry un-
dergrowth ns If to preserve to the
fames thelr prey. Was it for this that
be was o imurderer? ‘The curtaln blew
Inward before some vagrant wind from
the bay, and Wilkerson drew back in
Lterrop.

"What 1s it. Harry #' demanded Mrs
Darnell, instantly takiog alarm.
“Nothing,” he said sullenly. *I wns
Just thinking of something.” He turn:
ed on Drake.  “You've got to do the
trick,” he went on,

“How's that?" demanded the young
er man.

Wilkerson eagerly formulated his
his plan, ticking off the points on the
tips of his quivering fingers.

“First you're Everett, turned up at
last. You find her'—

“In Chinntown!" sneered Drake.
“You can ensily galn her confidence
and get hold of the papers, nnd may-
be''—

Drake lnughed uglily. *“1 look lke
the kind of joker who would dress up
ns o banker nnd then proceed to renew
my client’s acquaintance In a Chinese
Joint. How am [ supposed to know
she's there? I tell yon, Wilkerson, that
you can't teavel stralght, even when it
pays you. Why Io God's name you
ever fook that girl to that place of
8ing Wah's [s beyond my compréhen
glon. Any place would bave been bet:
ter. Now youn have put the hends of
all of us In v noose. You know whu?
people will say when"—

“rhey'll soy nothing,” sald Wilker
son furlonsly, and be proceeded onee
more to argue that Drake conld ousiiy

coutlnne to fmpersonnty Bverett anid
I thiit gulss corey thele scheme 1o gt
proftahle conelyslon T spite ar i
e rnss sl sophiistoy le wis il
to mnve cithey Dimbe or Mies Dinpeges

from thele gigitmle of friginennl
telupt, N o Db e |orooatogr
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Important to Plans Owners.

Sidney Lyle, the well known piano
tuner, is mt the Foley hotel. Refer-
cnce furnished from J, J. McClelland
of the Utah Conservatory, also Whit-

man Conservatory of Walla Walla—
Adv, 129 6t
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M. B. DONOHUI!, E: R
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ENIGHTS OF PYTHIAS—Red Croas
Lodge No. 27 meets every Monday
night in Casfle hall (K. of P. hall).
A Pythian welcome to all visiting
Knig ta.

E. RIESLANL: ¢. C.
PERRY OLIVER
K of R. & 8D

MODEERN WO2PDMEN OF AHER-
ICA—La Grande Cam
muh on the first and

g of each month in the
ul P. lull. Visiting neighbors

welcome.
i VINACLE, V. C

No|A !. nlcnmann M. D.—Phyai-
”"“3&1‘:'3‘?31?1??5'

DR. R.‘E. L. HOLT-

DR. I. K BAL;L—H: hhn and m-,.
Fm % 53, nom 11—12-%“'

C: n. UPTON, Fh. G, sl. nTm
i I.Inn to Eyc.w:im’:g: Thm'm't:
Office In L. Grnnda ltlaull.hlni
Residence l!li.n sa &

Dlt.ug. X UNDE&WOOD-—P slcian
..1ft 4 seasez of the eye

R, 'DORA’ J. UNDERWOOD—Dis-
;‘ﬂu of ww:m.ud children. gi
cet—~Adam over '
Crosa Drug Btnr:.m ;

i.m .n.ui._ NOSE. THROAT SPE.

H.
F. B. CURREY, Clerk.
WOOD!!I:N OF THE WORLD— La

de Camp No. 169 meets
e b Bridey ek o

Hall visiting neighbors wel-

JOHN A. REED, C. C.

D. M. GLARK Clerk.
L 0. 0. M—1a Gmule No.
850, Loyaf Order of "::li‘.ho’{ll
every Tuesday

night at ? 80 in Moose Home on

Adams ave.

come,
ANGUS STEWART, Die.
HARRY SWART, Sec.

F. 0. E—La Grande Aerie No, 2569
on each and every Friday evening at
8 o'clock in tor floor of New Foley
bullding. Visiting members cordial-
ly welcomed.

J. R. RUSK. W. P.

L. F. BELLINGER, Sec.

8., holds stated communications the
second and fourth Wednesdays of
each month. Visiting members cor-
dislly invited.

MRS. A. B. CIUERRY, W, M.
MARY A, WARNICK, Sec.

ROYAL NEIGHBORS—Iris n—f
meets every second and fourth
day afternoons, every month in K.
of P. Hall. All visiting members
conﬂnlly invited.
EMMA LUND,
racle,

0
LILY C. KIMMELL,
3 Recorder,

Viattors adways wel-|

E. 8.—Hope Chapter No. 18, 0, E,

DR, H. M. BOUYY— Practis limited
anhshrdy to dilum“mm
Nue and Throat. Also
Efﬂnﬁ Glagses, Office West

Jacobsox Ph Red
8431, Ruldenee 2021. i
DENTIST.

E. P. MOSSMAN—Dentist: rooms 6
and 7 new West Building. Phon
Black 1521; Ofﬂca Hours 8 to 12 a.
m,, and 1 to 6 p. m.

OSTEOPATHS.

DR. C. H. DAY — Osteopath — Phv-
sician. Over Lilly’s Hardware Biorg

Phone Main 63. Residence phone
Red 2181,  Successor -to Dr.pZim—
merman.

—

CHIROP.«<ACTOR.

MYERS & KELLY—Graduates o.f
Universal Chiropractic College of
Davenport, Iowa, es in New
Foley Bul‘lding Phone Black 1871.

VETERNIARY,

DR. H. W. luLEY—Gmlunu Vet-
409 Madison

crin: n Holplu.

ﬂ. Btlilion Ingpector,
St.ock Inupecml for shipment. Home:
Independent Phone. Black 41,
f‘;rmers Co-Operative Phone, Main

REBEKAHS—Crystal Lodge No. B0

meets every Tueadlr evening in the

I. 0, 0. F, hell. All visiting mem-

bers are.invited to attend:
LOUISE DOUGLAS, N. G
ZOE GOLDEN, Sec.

ATTORMEYS AT LAW.

COCHRAN & EBERHARD—Geo. T.
Cochran and Colon R, Eberhard
Attornor La Grande National
Bank Bldg., La Grande. Oregon.

UNITED ARTISANS—La Grande As.
sembly No. 80, meet regularly ever
first and third Tuesday of  eac
month in the K. of P. hall. All
visiting members are invited to at-

tend.
F. R. SUYDAM, M. A.
NORA M. SHORT, Sec.

——

K. OF L. OF SECURITY—M¢t. Em-
ily Council No. 2046, Meets sec-
orid and fourth Wadmsdff{h even-
ings at 8 o'clock in the F floor
of the new Foley building. Visit-
ing members are welcome.
ANGUS STE'WART
CLARENCE E. 'VE

Fin. Sec.
ROY E. GREEN, Red. Sec.

WOMEN OF WOODCRAFT CIRCLE

No. 47—Meet second and fourth

Tuesday nights of each month at

Eagle’s hall in Foley Building. All
viaitin{oelihbnu welcome,

E HILARY, G. N.

LILLIE ALLSTOTT, Cl

H. CRAWFORD; ROBT. 8, EAK]N»
FORD & EAKIN —

CRA

neys at law, Practice in all tha-
courts of the state and United!
States. Office West-Jacobson build-

ing, La Grande, Ore., rooms 9-10.

R J. GREEN — Attorney at Law
Rooms 9-10, Sommer Bldg.,
Grande; Ore. Practices in all tate
and Federal courts.

UNDERTAKERS.

H. ROHNENKAMP CO., Un-
dertaking and Embalming. Btricﬂsc
modern. Day phone, Black 241.
Night phone 8971 or Red 8412,

J. C. HENRY—Undertaker and Em-
balmer; 20 yeara in busmess Day-
ghum, 'Main 62; night 3% onas, Red

181, Red 662, Black

—

W

erk.
PYTHIAN SISTERS of Rowena Tem-
ple No. 9 meets every second and
fourth Fridey evening at K, F.
Hall
M. E. C. MRS, LIZZY HAYWORTH,
M. of R. . LOUISE LANDRUM.

AUCTIONEERS,
TOM JOHNSON—Aucﬁoneer, makes
of farmers' stock and

H. A, AGKERT

PLANING MILLS]

Cor. Greenwood and Madison St
(Successor to Wenaha Lbr. Co.)

ALL KINDS of custom planing
done promptly. Our guaran-

ms.ginery sales. “The man that
ts you the money.” Leave or-
E.rs at Observer effice.
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D. R. FONG MEDICINE CO
CHINESE ROOT AND HERB REMEDIES

tee behind every job of work.

Phone 762
1417 Adams Ave.

- e S ER

Curcs Bodily Diseases With Root and Herb Trea.tment 1
Free Consultation

La Grande
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MAKE A NOTE of the f.ct

you might be—you don't have a

necessity when you purchase real estate.

dc when we make an abstract of it. Accuracy guaranteed.

THE ABSTRACT & TITLE CO.
Foley Hotel Building.
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that an abstract iz an absolute
No matter how well posted
full history of the parcel, as you




