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) THE MASTER KEY 2

By JOHN FLEMING WILSON

A Novellzed Version of the Motion Picture Drama of the Same Nlnu; Produced by the Unlversa
| Piim Manufacturing Company. [Nustrated With Photographs From the Picture Production.
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(“The Master Key"” begins in se-
riml form in this issue of the Obser-
wer, and will be run In Installments
at the Arcade Theatre weekly com-
smencing Dec. 80.—Ed.)

CHAPTER |I.
In Search ot Goid.

TRANGE things breed In the
deserts of southern Ciliforuis
Bl -—Home of them Dbenutiful,
=4 Bsome of them symbolle of
endiess and terrible thirst

There are three thirsts in this world
That for wealth; the one for iife; great
est of all, the thirst for love

The first and the lust expression of
ouar civilization s Lbe locked door, ani
from the time the primsl carpenter
lald down bix tools #nd went within
his rude house the door has 2towd for
all time & defense uud an opportunity
In the long vistn of life we tind wany
Jocked doors and gules—dours to bup
piness, to life and to love.

Funcy to yoursgives thirsty men
knocking with seared kouckles op
these doorn  Then reallze thiat sponer
or Iater experlence tells them that they
eannot enter without a key. “Who
bolda the ‘master key’' to all these lock.
od doors™ we ory,

This was the silent question In the

bearts of two men, wearlly struggling |
through the sage brush toward the |
sharp ridgea of the 8an Jaclote moun- |
talos In southern California, !

1 wonder,” sald Thomus Gallon, fin: '

Home Land Cheap

Lering Nls prispec ot s guade Wit
we will Hoo thar zold- the gl thy
tndlins told a8 sbout  Yes | mug
Aod thut gotd ™

“You dont <eem to renlize thut v
nave n pactner” sparled  Wilkerson
“You ure niways 'ml'kllu: whout I=1-=L
Hauven't 1| got o shure in thist Haven't
I dug np money®  And yver yon odon’t
seein to think thet I've any concern Ip
this matter

“Excuse me, partner.” sald the nther
man, fixing bis dlin gaze on the moun
taln, "1I'm always thinking of that girl
of mipe. You know she's {n school, and
she's got to have a gnod education, nnd
I've got to woPk to pay for it. Excuse
me, partner; yon know 1 did not mean
it that way, hut when | remember her
mother"— He hroke off abruptly, and
both men stapped

“Her mothor?' asked Wilkerson.

“Yes, her mother choked Gallon
“The girl deserves the best there Is In
thils world. I'm all she's got, and, by
heavens'—he shook his fst toward
the distant hlne bills—"she shall have
ft it 1 have to tear that mountaln apart
with my Hoger nalls ™

“Well," =ald Wilkerson Impatiently,
“let's cnmp 'm thirsty ™

They stopped in the shade of the fal.
low plume of the Yucca and made thelr
little dre for coffee, but hefore the
blage wam well started Wilkerson
Plcked op the waler bug and ook a
long drink. His companion suddenly
flashed In anger

“Buy, purtoer” he said sternly. “that
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water bas CO InSL U8 Cledr L0 Log MOoNN-
tains.”

Wilkerson flupg hism head back and
laughed. “Why worry? Don't you see
the spow there on Sun Jacinto peak?
That mesns creeks down every ruvine
and guleh.”

Instapty Gallon's eyes dulled. He
seemed to once more subside into &
dream.

“There's where they sald the gold

was," be mutteréd “Ip one of them
gulches op there. Gold! Gold! Say,
Wilkerson, we'll get thut gold, but we
must save the water. | dido't mean
any barm, partoer. for calllng you
down for dribking that water, but I've
got to get thot gold.”

Wilkerson onve more reached for the |

water and took a long draft

“1 guess this wili 1ast clll we reach
those foothille.” be suid Bur his com
panion paid oo attention to him, stol
Idly preparing thelr slender meal of
coffes and betins

Whewn they bad eaten Gallon brusgoe
iy motioned o Wilkersou to clesn up
the camp sand then sllently started ap
the guich

“l never bheard of finding gold by
moonlight.” his partoer muttered w
hlmuelr.' “Let the old wan dig around
If by wants to.” And lmmediately once
more be ylelded to his pbhysical desires,
this time for sieep. 3 -

Gallon steadlly trudged around the
bluff, following the streswm as best be
conld untll ne kuew that he was ubso

lutely alone. Chance, the master of us
all, dellghts In atrange frenks, Now at
this moment, when he felt hatred In his
beurt for his purtner, when he knew
that be bad come on his final guest
with & weakllug to coddle along, Mis
tress Chance Inid her quick tinger on
him and whispered, “Herel"”

He beard that Hght whisper snd
dropped his gaze to the ground. A mo-
ment lpter be was furiously haommer
Ing at the ountcropplng of rock that
threw its sharp shadow down the hill

Wilkerson turved sluggishly in his
sleep.

“1 wonder where the old man 18" he
muttered to bimself, "“He's always
prowling round o' nights."

What was that figure slinking aroond
the blufM? Something Iln hls purtner's
attitude as he stopped directly In the
full sheen of the moonlight made him

pause,
“He's got something,” he thonght
“Why does

be not come downm to

He Pulled Qut His Ravolver and Fired
at the Man.

camp? I think I'll see” So he wrap
el hlmself in bis blanket again, but
hig eyes were open snd turned on his
partner

A few moments lnter Gallon eame to
eamp, heavy footed. as 1f half asleep,
dropped bz bummer and kicked the
fire to n bloze.

“If 1 hud o proper partner there

would be coffee for me.” be said tn to
tone loud enough o reach the sieeper.

“What's the matter. old pal™ asked
Wilkerson, appirently drowsy.

“Ob, nothiug,' sald Gallon. *1 just
thought you might bave left some cof-
fen”

“Dd oot ind anything, did you, part-
oer T naked Wilkerson.

“Nopey; nutbing dolpg. Guess those
indluns @id oot give we the right
hnoch.™

Wilkerson turned over as if once
wore going to aleep, but bis eyes wers
upen, nod he suw Gallon marking
down siine ncies on A plece of paper,

“Did you say the Indisns did wot
irive you the right hunch?’ Wilkerson
asked suddenly. “How often bave [
gut to tell you we're purtners. I be
lleve If you got a strike you wouldn't
tell me.  Are we partners or not?™

“Yes: we're partners all rigbt 1
puven't found aoythine ™

“What was that stufM voo had in
vour bnod? asked  WiHkerson drow-
Wiy “Youwre nlways uringhig inoa
Jor of dirt and looking 1 over hat 1
potice yuu Klud of kKeep that dirt is
vour hand @

Willierson ouce mure vieided W bis
phvebent tHesiee for sleep. LUE was
awnketed by the biritlng of » rovote
ou the hilt - He suddeniy endsed hilm:
pell wud Jet out o elrse uEalnst the de-
stroyer of his sleep Then e swiftly
ronlized thar CGalton was still wwnles,
<itrinig by the liresule, writiug with
Jhe suine stub Dencll

CUIbut’s wy pencin” be thought dully
“There 1= uot anovther pencil o this
desert. How can | swrite 1o Dulores if
Old Map Gullon walks off 7 P

He took out of hix puckee ma worn
Jeather wallet apd drew oot the ple
{ ture of & woman, whose calm, cold feq-
| tures, unadorned by the photographer's
E art, were appenling to the man of his
|
|

appetites

He looked at this a moment, and
then all the morbid fire In his blood
| @amed townrd his heart Love, life
and bappiness depended upon the pos
sekslon of gold. Therefore, with this
fire In his beart, Wilkerson suddenly
| got that absolute thirst for gold which
traverses deserts, which has killed
more people than the armies of Eu
rope

And in his sudden access of physical
destre for gold In order to attaln this
womnn he rose to his feet, and there
eatne upon hlg fuce n swift expression
stealthy but determined.

He put the photogroph away and,
pantherlike, stole into the shadow un
{ der the bill and toward the man who
| had been hls partner. but whom be

was resolved to kill. He crept along
| taking all precautiona agninst disturb
| Ing a single pebble, until be stood over
| Gallon, and in the full moonlifiht be
saw thut Gallon was drawing the plans
and marking the locations of a mine.

“How far,” he thought forcefully to
niwself, “bas the old man gone What
gulch Is this? What pluce Is this? He
has found the gold, and I'm golog to
bave it!" He still watched the pencil
and saw him trace I rude letters:

“This will make you happy.”

That moment Gallon saw Wilkerson
smiling at bim.

8miles and tears, sorrow and laugh
ter have made this world what it is,
and the smile on the saturnine visage
of Wilkerson stirred Gallon to bis
depths DId Wilkerson know? Had
Wllkerson scen? Was Ruth to lose the
gold that he had found after all these
yenrs? Wilkergon had peered over his
shoulder. Wilkerson! Wilkerson! Wil
kerson! There must be no Wilkerson!
| He pulled out his vevolver and tired
at the man smiling at blm from the
shndow,

Wilkerson emptied hls revolver at
the old miun. Buot Gallon's tralned eye,
backed up by bhis overmnstering pas
sion, had directed his wenpon too sure
ly. Wilkersop realized that bis eue
my's bullet bnd gone bome.

8ti) with the blood lust In his heart.
Gallon pulled out the plecture of a little
girl nud passtonately kissed It

“Yon look llke your mother, Ruth'”
he whispered,

But while he was yilelding to this
queer tenderness his former partnet
waa struggling to his feet—dlzzy with
pitin, nhsolutely cowed by the shock of
finding Wimself physically helpless, yet
driven by instioct to find other human
belngs  Where were they? There was
no sound on the desert except the
rustling of the dry leaves of the
yucens and the murmur of the cactus
as it dled of drought. He was really of
two minds. One deslre was to find the
locstion of the gold. The other was to

~snve hils own life and assuage the bit
| ter fast which he knew meant death

At Ilast he stumbled to his feet and
peercd across the mist velled valley
Far away be saw a llght Gathering
all hig strength, be started toward it
for It held out to him the prospect of
help for hig physical Injury, and as he
fingered  his revolver be feverishly
drenmed of (nding Gallon apd so
avengiog hlmself

Under the stars be tramped on.  As
men see thelr real world tn minlatore
and their ideal world mugnitied, s we
all do, the moon, fOomling its light
down upon hls path, did wvot appear
within his range of vislon. It was
only the lttle pln poluts of stars In
the purple binck sky that he discerned
and o the midst of this firmoment, as
if borizons had heen obliterated, he
saw a solltary twinkllng light, whicb
meant a buman habltation,
| “I'll get hlm yer.” he muttered thick.
| Iy, The mere act of articulate speech
dled in bis throat He reallzed that he

| had no water, and the overpowering

thirst burned In his very marrow

"1 ¢an't wake 16" ve thongnt to dlm- |

IseTr. “Gallon hus pot the best of
|me. He found that place and made
the plan apd fooled me” He paln.

| tully lifted bis clinched hands toward |

|m~n\‘vu and cursed

vehemently antll |
| bis curses fuded luto & perfect dellrlum

of mad drens  TAr away on the Gill
the coyoles barked dismully.

No longer stedithily like & man oh
pesned, but with ong desire, be siriy
gled down the nill and ont upon Th
mexd Yol thers wns st in s #¥es
gl the lnponers bl stnes, nnd be coiii
pot (x nix divectiou n s milng for
to bl scventinnisg sight (hey all 4p
peared brilliwnt aud pecininr Fhiis ne
got losit

A1 tmes, 1o moments when the dead
Iy thicxt whieh purehed nis throat Wi
jowed him o drink e 2w The one
glimmering NEht, which macken the
praee whiers Le knew Giniton bad cine
Mileg aud hoitrs  bevione Lo i 4«
nothipg, yet funilyd tdoonel bis il
ened senses he smelled water, and ns
thé ann was rising over San lncitto
mountains he fell fnee downwnril n
A ostream  Sohe instinet told him it
owns were it oo billsg that conse
quently to tind the town he shonld go
upstream  Bo he =irngeled. stemming
the ecurrent. drageing his feet. his jeft
hand elinchisd tuto the folds of bis
shirt over flie wound In his heart
wns still emoldering the flame which
tn the fuloess of his physical strengtb
had been hatred of bls partner,

“I'll get him yer9he muttered

(To Be Continued Tomorrow.)

Notite of Stockholders Meeting.

The annual meeting of the stock-
holders of the State k of Imbler
will be held at the banking rooms on
Japuary 12, 1915, at 2:00 o'clock p. m.
for the purpose of electing directors
for the ensuing year and for the
transaction of such other business as
mey properly come before the meet-

ing.
SHERWOOD WILLIAMS,
Cashier,

ch. 18-25 Jan. 1-8

PSP PPPPIT2OIBE N
3 E. RIESLAND, ®
% Plasterer and Contractor. ®
® Cement work of all kinds, Foun- &
® dations and Flue construction. &
@ Cement block & specialty. Call ¢
#® and see these blocks at E. C. &
#® Davis’' Marble Shop. Phone Red ¢
® 371, £
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PLANING MILLS

Cor. Greenwood and Madison St.
(Successor to Wenaha Lbr, Co.)
ALL KINDS of custom planing
done promptly. Our guaran-
tee behind every job of ‘work.

MAKE A NOTE of the f..ct that an abstract is an absolute
necessity when you purchase real estate. No matter how well posted
yvou might be—you don't have a full history of the parcel, as yon
dc when we make an abstract of it.

THE ABSTRACT & TITLE CO.
Foley Hotel Building. ]

YEARS AGO the erier an-
nounced the auctin pale—then
came the hand bills and
their “hit or miss” resulis—
today the effective way is
the Want Ads—they hit the
mark. That’s what counts.

F(;R SALE—Horse, b and har-
ness for sale. Inquire at Ca-
operative store, 11-30-tf,

MODERN Steam heated rooms and
apartments for vent 1606 Wash.
Ave. 12 21 Imp.

For Rent—Five room modern house.
Inguire W. H. Bohnenkamp.

12-12-t£,
LOST—Bay three year old geldimg,
small sta’; in face; branded 5 H. g
connected on left shoulder; weight
about 1400 lbs. Return to L. E.
Stanley, R. D, No, 1 La Grande,
$10.00 reward. 12 1 1mp,

For Rent—Furnished house,, In-
quire 101 Greenwood. 12-21-9¢,

Fumished steam heated bed rooms
—Lewis Building, 12-28-4t.

FOR RENT—New modern five room
cottage. Fred Schilke, 12 17 of

FOR RENT—Housekeeping rooms.
Red 962. 11-3tf

LOST—Bunch of keys, Leave at this
office. 12 24 2¢

FOR RENT—Two nicely furnished
housekeeping rooms wi{h bath. Two
blocks from center of town. Phone
Black 2901 or 1512 Adams Ave.

12 24 tf.

LOST—RBetween Pollack's store and
Catholic school a locket with ini-
tinls R, H. 5. Please leave at Ob-
server office, 12 26 tf.

STRAYED—About 20 head of cows
from the Williamson or Oliver pas-
tures in Ladd Canyon. ly
some calves in band. Branded two
bars on «ight hip; also have other

hrands on. Reward for informa-
tion leading to recovery. F. ¥
Stillwell, La Grande, 12 26 tf.
WANTED—Boarders, with or with
out rooms; Very close in. 1620
Sixth street, opposite  Baptit

Church, Mrs, Etta Wines,
12 26 1mp.

(Chamberlain's Tabless.

This is a medicine intended espe-
cially for stomach troubles, bilious
ness and constipation. It is meeting
with much successand rapidly gain-
inhﬁ in favor and popularity. Obtain-
able

evarywhere.—Adv.
]

Accuracy guaranteed.
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CALIFORNIA

The Land of Sunshine, Fruit and Flowers

CALLS YOU

With SUMMERTIME in WINTER

OUTDOOR AND INDOOR SPORTS—BOATING, SURF-BATHING,

DRIVING, GOLF, POLO, TENNIS.

FOR REST AND

RECREATION, CALIFORNIA 1S DELIGHTFUL.
FOR SAFETY AND COMFORT, GO VIA THE

THROUGH PORTLAND.,

seience and industry.

tion to
J. H. KEENEY,
Agent O-W. R. & N, (o

Tickets, inforraation, ete., upon applica-

LA GRANDE, OREGON.

OREGON-WASHINGTON RAILROAD & NAVIGATION 60.

RETURN THE SAME WAY.

CALIFORNIA IS STAGING TWO BIG SHOWS
Celebrating Completion of the Panama Canal
PANAMA-PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION
San Francisco, February 20 to December 4, 1915.
PANAMA-CALIFORNIA EXPOSITION
San Diego, January 1 to December 31, 1915.
They represent the highest and best of
human endenvor in the world of art,
See both of them,
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