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BATTLES MacE
ON CHRISTS
EVE N FRANCE

CANNONADING UNUSUALLY
HEAYY AS YULTIDE DAY
DRAWS NEAR.

ENGLAND BARS ALL WAR
NEWS UNTIL TOMORROW

Transports Currying Gifts to Fighters
Reach French Side of Channel To-
day and That is About the Only
Touch of the Holidays That is Seen
—Holiday in England is Strict.

Paris, Dec. 24,—O0n Christmas: Eve
extremely heavy cannonading is in

rogress throughout the front in
E‘mnce and Belgium. It is aﬂpmm
that even on Christmas day the buat-
tles will continue. A slight touch
of Christmas, however, was given to-
day when British transperts ladened
m{h gifts for the troops in the field,
reached this side’of the channel, De.
spite the approach of Christmas the
firing is brisk

London, Dee. 24.—For 31 hours,
beginning at 2:00 o'clock this after-
noon, England will turn its attention
to the celebration of Christmas, re.
ceiving no war news whatever. The
official military information bureau
was closed promptly on the stroke of
2:00 announcing that it would have
nothing more to give out until 9:00
p. m. Friday. The censorship office
remained open permitting the trans-
mission of such unofficial informa-
tion.as it sees [it to approve, together
with any official statements from
other belligerent nations.

Russians Fall Back.

Petrogrud, Dec, 2&.—Russian {heeps
have heen rushed to a line extending
from Kielee to Radom as well as
Southward, in an effort to check the
Germun advance which forced the
Slav forces to retire from the Cracow
region yesterday.

The war office has admitted that
German and Austrian military move-
ments in tie Pietrakow region threat-
ened Cracow and the army's line of
communication and compelled a with-
drawal.

Promoting Phone Line.

Buker, Dec. 283, —A number of resi-
dents of Medical Springs and vicinity
were in the city yesterday consult-
ing Attorney S. O, Correll, who 1s
drawing up for them articles of in-
corporation of the Meadicnl Springs
Talephone company, which proposes
to build & new line to connect that
section with the county seat, the
only service st the present time be-
ing by way of La Grande.

The matter has been under con-
sideration for some time and the in-
itial steps were taken to promote the
enterprise at g meeting at the
Washington school house Sunday af-
ternoon, when a temporary organizu-
tion wns formed, which will be made
permanent after the articles of in-
corporation are filed. The board of
directors named consists of G. W.
South, F. A, Phillips, R. G. Selders,
James Wirth and Perry Blackburn,

Forest Supervisor Barnes was
present at the meeting and will co-
operate with the promoters. An
agreement has been reached where-
by the forestry reserve lines, us of
which are open to the public, can
connect with the new line. Negotin-
tions are under way for establishing
4 connection at the local exchange of
the Pacific Telephone and Telegraph
company and some gssistance will be
!}outght locally in financing the pro-
Ject,

The Baker Commercial eclub will
be asked to lend its support to the
plan, which is of such merit that its
successful consummation is assured.
The new line will afford u connection
with the old line running to the
Lower Powxler country, which, how-
ever, has of late fallen into disuse
and is of little service.

Much Good Ice at Union.

WAR AGAINST DRY
MEASURE IS JOLTED

ARIZONA PROHIBITION FIGHT
WILL BE TAKEN T0 THE
HIGHEST TRIBUNAL.

DISTRICT COURT FINDS
NO REASON TO ENJOIN

Efforts of Certain Interests in Ari-
zona Temporarily Foiled.

Los Angeles, Dec. 24.—The United
States district court has denied the

tition of certain Arizona interests
or an injunction restraining opera-
tion of the Arizona prohibition
amendment.

An appeal will be taken to the Su-
preme court, it wans announced and
the action was allowed by the court,
The court’s decigion asserted there
was no evidence presented to cause
the granting of an interlocutory 1.-
Junction.
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War's Fortune Bring Paintings.

San Francisco, Dec. 24.—By an odd
turn of events the European war will
draw into unofficial participation, in
the Panama-Pacific International Ex-
position, it was announced today, Ly
three European countries which oth-
erwise would not have been repre-
sented, With the beginning of Emt-
tilities the annual International Art
Exhibition at Venice was closed, mak-

ing available for the exposition,
paintings from all the balligerent
counties. Among these wera Servis,

Poland and Belgium. Canvases from
these countries, none of which would
have participated, will be sent to Sau
Francisco.

VILLKS FORCE
SUFFERS 0SS

THREE DEFEATS ADMINISTERED
: BY REGULARS.

Three Hundred Dead Left on One of
the Battlefields,

San Antonio, Dec. 24.—Dispatches
received by Mexican Constitutionalists
here, reported Carranza has won
three engngements against Villistas,

The Villistas, the dispatches said,
left 800 dead on the battlefield at Tux-
pam.

At Irvapuato, or near there, a force
of Zapatistas were retreating after
meeting diefeat by Carranzistas com-
manded by General Gavira.

A Brigade under General Di cuez
have defeated 600 Villlstas at Colima,
the dispatches further state.

VACATION STARTS

School Closed Today to Remain Idle
Until After Holidavs

At noon today school books were
laid away until after the holidays.
Meny of the teachers are lerving the
city to spend their holidays with
friends and relatives in other cities
and states.

A Pig A Year to Help Negroes.

Vicksburg, Miss, Dee. 24.—With
the organization of clubs to encour-
age negroes in the raising of live:
stock already well under way, the
gouthern negro farmer today is pro-
mised further benefit in a proposnl

demonstrator, whose duties it shall be
to demonstrate scientific farm meth-
ods to negroes.

Washington's iden as broached in
a letter to the Vicksburg Post pre-
scribes that each county in the south
where there is a considerable number
of negro farmers engage n scientific
farmer as a county officer for the
purpose of assisting in the diversifi-
cation of crops by teaching the ne-
oroes how to raise other than cotten,
The livestock raising propaganda has
resulted in  the establishment o7
numerous clubs in Mississippi coun-
ties, the members of which pledge
themselves to raise at least one pig
8 year,

J. L. Maxwell has a crew of men
at work this week cutting ice on hi-
rond west of town and filling ice|
novsen for different peaple ir Lown. |
I'he continued cold weather with little
snow makes the ice elear and of gond |
qnality, teing about 9 inches thack. |
He will have approximaieiy 25,000
cubie feet and will have planty for w!l
who want it—Union Scoue |
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oh CLIMATIC DATA.

*}+ Temperature at 12:30 today, +}
38, o

* Climatic data, based on read- «

"{' ings for 24 hours ending last

.l: night at 6 o'clock:

. Maximum, 31; Minimum, 11, «
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Lack of Snow in Hills Apparent

Baker, Dec, 24.—Pioneers of Baker
county declare that not in many years
has there been so little snow in the
mountains as there is this year. The
mountaing have but a slight covering
and ranchers are beginning to be ap-
prehensive that there will be a searc-
ity of snow to keep the streams filled
for irrigation purposes next spring.
A yuar ago there was four feet o
snow along the Sumpter Valley rail-
way in some places while this year
the snow is at a depth of but two to

four inches. Continued cold weather
Is holding back the snow in the moun-
tuing. e fall raing, which mean

snow in the mountains, failed to ma-
teralize this vear

by Booker T. Washington that a farm |

DOVER STRUCK
BY BOMBS SHOT
FAOM ARCRAFT

OFFICIAL STORY SAYS NO DAM:
AGE WAS DONE; OTHER RE-
PORTS DIFFER

BRITISH AEROPLANES GIVE
CHASE BUT FOG HINDERS

First Real Bombardmet of Dover oy
German Airmen Results in Huge
Holes Being Torn in Yards Where
Bombs  Fall—Missels  Evidentiy
Aimed at Dover Castle—Fort An-
AWers.

London, Dec. 24.—Dover was boni-
barded in & small way today by Ge-
man aeroplanes. The Dover forts re.
plied to the arial attack. A British
aeroplane pursued for some distance
but failed to overtake the war birds,
Beveral reports of bombardment of
Dover have been current but this is
the first one to get official verifien.
tion.

An official report says: “One of
the enemy's aeroplanes was seen ovey
Dover at 10:30 this morning. [t
dropped bombe which exploded in
such spots as to do no harm. It then
flew out to sea and was pursued by

capture.
An unofficial account says one
missle did much da ¢. One stru_k

in a garden and smashed windows in
the vicinity, It is snid the bomb
was evidently aimed at the Dover
castle, and actually struck within 400
vards of it.
Submarine is Sunk, .

Amsterdam, Dec. 24,—An Austrian
battery has sunk one of the Allies’
sub according to claimr of
Gépman Wwspapers,
cured waﬁenot‘stn‘ted.

Big Business on Branch,

The Joseph branch hus been hand-
ling an enormous amount of pas-
senger traffic the past two days, the
the peak of the holiday travel. The
passenger yesterday evening was
crowded with Wallowa county people
who were hound for main line points
to spend the holidays, and this morn:
ing Conductor Wade's train carried
as many more back into the Wal-
lown country from all parts of the
Northwest to spend the holidays with
thome folks and friends at Joseph,
Enterprize, Wallowa 2nd oather branch
line points,

Ten Boys Get Free Bducalion,

Cleveland, 0., Dec. 24.—The Ho-
tary Club of Cleveland an organiza-
tion of business and professional
men, proposes to muake & Christmas

rasent of an educution and start in
ife to ten Cleveland boys, officers of
the club started today.

After ench hoy has completed high
school he will be given his choice of
fitting himself for a trade or goinp
to College. It is further planned that
the club shall see that the boys se-
cure good positions. The names of
the boys are to he kept secret.

British aircraft, but the fog prevent-|
re

Where it oc- I

[La Grande in the Midst

Elaborate

La Grande is celebrating Christ-
mas week with vigor. Commencin
Saturday the holiday shopping too
on new life and depurtment stores,
|book shops, notions and toylands
have had a busy run. There is no
perceptable difference in the amount
of shopping done this year, it seems,
over former years, though the pur-
chases usually run to useful articles
rather than to mere fineries. The
homes, the churches and the iodges
have been striving to find needy chil-
dren, and it is a safe assertion that
the homes tomorrow where Santa
Claus does not enter, will be extremeo-
ly rare,

Santa Claus in the person of the
lodige organizations of the city has
been very busy all day today bringing
comfort and cheer to the home that
but for the generosity of those better
supplied with this world's goods

Cateh Rabbits by Interurbans.

Beloit, Wis,, Dec. 24.—Employes
of the Roekford Electric railway arc
no Eikers when it comes to hunting
rabbits. They bag 'em with a mile-
a-minute interurban ecars. The cot-
tontalls are lured onto the tracks by
the bright headlights, are fascinated,
and there is a collision. They arc
not exactly fit for table use after-

but the motormen say it's
great sport: It isn't so much fun,
though, when the “rabbit" happens
to be a skunk.

Infant Child is Buried.
The infant child of Mr, and M=,
1.]. Bushboom, who died Sunday, wns
buried yesterday afterncon, the je -
vices being conducted by Rev. Drahn
*from the Lutheran church. Bohnen-
[ramp & Co., were the funeral direc-
0T,

GRAND JURORS
FLE K REPOAT

FOUR' /ERUE AND TWO NOT
| TRUE BILLS IN,

| Union Couple Exonerated of Charges
by the Grand Jury,

The grand jurors last night re-
cessed until Monday after passing
upon six cases that had been refor-
red to them for investigation, return-
inﬁ four true bills and two not true
bills, The not true bills were found
in the case of Geo. Gerber who was
charged with larceny of a suit case
from un Oregon Central train at
Union, and Dick Lightfoot and Mrs.
Viola Nelson, charged with lewd co-
habitation,

As u vesult of the true bills re-
turned, threc  men are involved in
court. Juhn Williams was indicted on
u charge of robbery armed with a
{dangeraus weapon. He was arraigne |
this moining and will piead Saturday
morning
[ . W. Watson, indicted on a charge
{of lurceny of two enlves, will plead
| Saturday meorning.
| Frank Duieray, indicted undeae the
thtme of R C. Cunningham, who was
{caught at Pendleton on a_charge of
obtaining money under false: pre-
tenses, was indicted and will plead
| Suturday,

More mail was handled in Lo
Grande yesterday than has ever
Faaxed through the local station he-
ore, conservative estimntes placing
the total of incoming and outgoing
mail at over 6500 sacks for the day.
| The largest consignment of incoming
mall was received on No. § wuiceh
came in just at noon, when over 200
sucks were unloaded, filling five larpe
trucks as high as the sacks could be
piled. As soon as the train ~eachoed
the station platform the mail clerks
began unloading, stringing pouches
| along the platform.
| Five hundred sacks reduced to
| pounds is some mail as the sacks will
casily average 30 pounds making a
total for the day of over 15,000
pounds, or approximately eight tons
of mail. Monday and Tuesday the
consignments ran only slightly under
| yesterday so that during the three
daye over 2,000 sacks or about
tons of mail have been handled here,
All of thiz mail niust be hundled
through the local baggage room, and
and as a sreat deal of it is transfer
mail it does not retich the locul pout-
{office at all. The baggage room for s
{have been kept jumping pretty lively
| the past few days taking care of
this extra rush of nwmil on top of
their regular duties,

This morning's branch line enrried
over 150 sacks to Northen Union and

uf
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POSTOFFICE REGORDS BROKEN
BY FLOOD OF CHAISTMAS MAIL

Wallowa county points. Two rail-
way mail clerks bepan working this
cenormous lot of mail at 4:00 o'cleck
Ithis morning and were still laboring
at the big task when the train pulled
lout ut T:30,

At the local post office over 75

sacks of mall were sent out yester-
|day, exceeding slightly the previous
rvecord in the amount of matter
handled but owing to the fact that
most of this mail was local or short
haul stuff the postage sales did not
hold up to the previous record of
| %250 for a day's sales, Postmaster
Bragg and his assistants are felling
| pretty good today over a little com-
| pliment paid to this office by the rail.
‘way mail clerks who have conceded
to them the honor of handling thoelr
loutgoing mail in better eondition
than any other postoffice betwean
Portland and Pocatello, In a rush
such ns I8 experienced just at this
itime of the year these little detuils
[.‘m! apprecidted by the men who hear
[the brant of Santa Claus’ big job of
distribution,
[ The mounted earriers in the city
huve had their hands full distributing
the packages received here this wesk
This morning one of the carriers took
out over 600 packages of various do-
| seriptions, and his cart was so filled
(that there was hardly room for the
learrier to ride,

L ]

Reception to Santa
would be okwerless at this gladsome |
Christmas time, {

The Elk's in particular have been |
sctive in the distribution of food sup-
plies and gifts to the unfortunate
ones of the city and many a home
has been made glad because of the
visit of these messengers of material
comfort, Several automobiles have
been occupjed in the distribution of
these gifts the portion for each family
consisting of one sack of potatoos, one
suck of flour, a box of apples, 76 cents
worth of roast meat, 50 centa worth
of beans, 50 cents worth of sugar, 50

cents worthy of coffee, and & good fat
duck. _A_Il_atlt’litiunﬂ treat wuccom-

punied these necessities of life to give
the touch of Christmas cheer to the
children of the home. This treat in-
cluded a sack each of candy, nuts and
oranges and toys for the children,
Elks Tree Tomorrow. :
The Elks lodge tree tomorrow oft-
ernoon is the talk of the town, and
it is expected that several hundred

u rs will be present at 3
g::-loc to greet Santa Claus. This
evening numerous Christmas trees

will be held in the various churches,
as announced last Saturday evening
in the Observer.

Presbyterian Program Tonight.

The general trend of churches is
to conduct old-fashioned Christmas
trees. The Lutheran church children
have a bi ltima on han(tl"h tonight wiii'.h
o deli ul program; the Metaodist
chlk.’n-g:|I nmejt1 igmtha basement to-
night, The Baptist and Presbyterinus
have eluborate programs mm‘lﬁl for
delivery tonight; the Southern Meth
odlats, and L. I 8. churches ure to

observe the event aﬂpropriutelx. and
in fuct every church in the city is
giving extensive attention to Christ-
mas, The L

gram takes place at 2:30 Friday aft-
ernoon,

The M. E. Sunduy School Christ-
mas program will be held this even-
ing in the church, beginning at 7
o'clock. The parents of the school
children are expected. -

All children not members of that
school and who are not affiliated
with some other school are cordially
invited to spend the evening at the
M. E. Church. No charges.

Tomorrow evening the Eagles give

a Christmag ’ {
their families amnl friends, sack Kagle
being’ requested to bring the children
from his neighborhood. A ;

It is an ill wind that blows no one
good, for, although ‘the ponulace 1s
praying for snow, those who
are hoping that the ice will be clear
tomorrow, Unusually tchee
of ice are suitable for skating i1 num-
orous places in the valley

The Bunday School of St Peter's
church will have their Christmas en-
tertainment on Saturday afternoon in
Honan Hall. There will be also a
special Christmas Sunday School ser-
vice on Sundny at 5 p. m. in the
church.

Orantorio Friduy Evening.

l"rinla;{"hevening the Methodist choir
gives “The Prince of Peace” an ora-
toriec of well known merits, The
evening’s program will be augment-
ed special mumbers, and ‘the
promoters claim the event is one of
the biggest musical undertakings put
on by home talent in a good many
years,

Muyor Curley Checks Expenditure.

Boston, Dec. 24.—This city, which
according to Mayor Curley huas beon
spending $60,000 to $100,000 a year
on public celebrations, will have no
municipal Christmas Tree tomorrow,
The city's chief executive huas de-
cided ' that the strong box has been
drawn upon too freely in the past and
that the city’s funds may belier be
expended for statues, “arches,” and
concrete sidewnlk in the Public Car-
den.

Last year's city Christmas  1ree
cost the taxpayers $0,000, the may-
or says, and decorations for public
celebrations have cost $5,000 a year.

It is further stated that tne may-
or's uclicy of virenchment in muni-
cipal frolies i: the result in
failure of the merchants and other
businessnen of the city to contribute
to u fund for these celebrations, Ori-
ginally they promised to share the
expense with the city, says the may-
or, but for some time the entire out.
lay has been from the public coffors,

Chrigtmuy  Carols Cheer (Jleveland.

Cleveland, 0., Dec, 24.—"“Ye anei-
enta custome' of singing Christmas
carols in the streets on Christmas
eve is to be revived in Cleveland to-
night. Groups of school children were
busy today practicing the songs
which they will sing throughout pros-
perous residential sections after dusk
in hope of collecting o few dollars to
feed and clothe the city's poor. The
plan was originated by Cleveland
charity und migsion workers,

President Gives Turkeys.

Washington, Dee. 24—Prosident
Wilson today personully presented u
12 pound turkey to all of the White
House employes, e also remember-
ed his associates in the executive of-
fices with handsome gifts. As far
as is possible the president has re-
frained from all work, devoting most
of the time to preparing for the fonm-
ily reunion ot the White House to-
morrow.

are

Fallowing Christmas  week
programs in La Grande churches:
Sl iy A

(Continued on Page Two)
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UNHEARDOF PRICE FOR OLUB
UNDER SUCH CONDITIONS
REACHED TODAY.

FARMERS HOLDING ON
EVEN AT THAT PRICE

e m——

Dollar and & Quarter Offered for
(lub Wheat Spot Delivery on Mer-
chants Exchange ‘With No
Takers — Future Deliveries Have
Had Higher Figures but Not Spot
Stuff. - '

Portland, Dec. 24. — Unheard of
prices in the Northwest for “spot”
wheat were attained today on the
Merchant's Exchange. eat for
spot delivery — Club wheat —b; t
$1.256. This is n few cents under fu-'
ture delivery &ricua c“:oted a few days
ago, but ig the highest known

Regurdless of this high price, w.
ers are refusing to sell pwiut ttle
i v st il ety
that 8 w

um\ h‘t‘:ﬁer prices than that quouﬁ
today.

| for spot delivery.

DEPARTMENT OUT

Out Pipes Leads to Fire in
fferson Street Home.

FIRE
Thawin
T

Last evening fire in & residence oc-
cupied by the Dennis family, 1600
Jefferson, necessitated the presence
of the fire dupnr‘;.“msnt, e

was started b !ﬂn{ out water
ipes an% y,m_ floor.: To.
ﬁe‘: at the' the great-
est percentage of the amall loss sus-
tained. Chemicals only were used.
Fifteen volunteers were out.

No Paper Tomorrow,

On Christmas day alone of all the
workdays in the year, the rver
makes a habit of halting ita wheels,
and tomorrow is to be no exception.

Joe Whithy Improves,

i" Al

Whithy, chief botler inspec-
tor who was injured a few

days ago
by a fall into a pit in the boiler
uﬂops, is recovering slowly. His rils
were fractured and torr loose in two
instances, but rapid recovery is ex-
pected. He will be able to sit up in
i few days,

Timbermen Visit La Grande.

The men employed in the various
lumber camps in this and Waliown
counties came to town yesterda
evcningnzo spend the Christmas holi-
days, e branch line passenger yes-
terday morning curried an  extra
conch which last night was filled to
capacity with loggers, and the men
from the camps of the Grande Ronde
Lumber company up the river have
been coming to town the past two
days, As soon ps the branch line
hit town last night a party of “lum-
ber jacks" made s bee-line for a lo-
cal restaurant with reputation for
big feeds and eye-witnesses state
that the waitresses who took the or-
ders believing that the restaurant
had been mistaken for a wholesale
thouse could hurdly be convinced that
the men were only looking for u
square meal like the ones they get in
0 or some of the cfty lux-
uries that are not generally found in
t lumber eamp.

Rate Hearing Set.

Baker, Dec. 23, —Mayor Palmer
yeaterday received a1 message from
the state ruilroad commission to the
effect that the hearing in the rate in-
vestigation af the Bastern Orepgon
Light and Power company will be
held by the commission the last week
in February. The messpge stated
that the letter to the mayor, saying
that it would be impossible to set
even the approximate date for the
hearing, was sent by the secretary, H.
H. Corey, during the absence of the
commissioners in Salem. Some foree
evidently stirred the commission to
huaty aetion, for it is not their cus-
tem to abanden the matls for the
use the telegraph servige,

“If the hearing is sel for the list
week in I"nhrlmry." anid Lhe mayor,
“it means that i will piobably be
several months before Lhe commis-
overal months before the commis<
sion rules in the case, which would
mean that muoch time lost.”

Tie¢ commissionera az i Lody have
not ciscussed the mossapras or what
their aetion will be since “aceiving
it it will be brought up for dis-

cuszivn this afternoon.

SHINEING $125
SPOT DELIVERT

»




