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RIDING A FREE HORSE TO DEATH

We have no sympathy for the tax
dodger, whether he is the man of
wealth, the corporation or the small
tax payer. The practice of swearing
away thousands of dollars or hundreds
of dollars from the tax rolls for the
sake of dodging n fair share of any
assessment, is entirely out of date and
is just as much n crime as putting
one's hands into the community treas
ury and extracting a handful of cash,
The man who pays taxes on property
with a tax valuation under the pro-
portion of his neighbors, knowing and
deliberately is none the less a thief be-

cause he i not prosecuted for thiev-!

ery.
But the pendulum swings both
ways. When it swings too far in one

direction it gains impetus to the fame
extreme in the other direction. That's
what it i8 doing right now in many
places throughout the country and the
trouble is that the pendulum keecps
right on swinging. Undoubtedly that
is why it is so often sald that history
repeats itself in cyecles of years. It
is the same old pendulum swinging
back and forth, back and forth.

Just now the man of wealth is get-
ing many bitter raps. The “common
people” have the whip hand and the
lash is made to sting with a vehe-
mence that savors of vindictiveness.
In matters of taxes as in other things
the burden is being shifted to the
shoulders of the wealthy eclass. We
kold no brief for them. Many of them
may deserve the punishment. We are
certain that some of them do. But
there is, it must be remembered, such
a thing as riding a free horge to death.

A Cleveland incident serves to bring
this to mind. Down in Cleveland they
have as n taxpayer a man who is con-
sidered the wealthiest individual in
the world, John D. Rockefeller. Few
people today have any love for him,
but he has been an asset to Cleveland
in many ways. His fame has helped
to bring fame to Cleveland; his money
has contributed to the support of the
municipality—possibly not =0 much as
it might or ought to have done, but
still it has contributed largely.

The pendulum is swinging to the |

other extreme in Cleveland. The men

of wealth are being assessed to the |

limit. Mr. Rockefeller's name was
placed on the nssessment rolls for the
payment of taxes on §500,000,000
worth of personal property. This
would bring his taxes to $1,600,000 a
yenr. It would be a fine thing for the
small property owners if Mr. Rocke-
feller consented to this arrangement.
According to the tax commissioner's
own statement the Eust Cleveland tax
rate would fall considernbly.

It appears, however, that Mr,
Rockefeller does not propose to con-
sent to the arrangement. It iz re-
ported that he is moving away from
Cleveland. Perhaps he is not justified
in movitg away, but this is beside the
question, If he moves the tax rate is
going to lose all thut he is contribut-
ing. now as well ng several of the
other advantages incident to possess-
ing the world's wealthiest man as n
resident,

There are times and places when
and where good judgment and justi-
fication are not synonymous.  This
geems to e one of them. The tax
commissioners of Cleveland appear to
have ridden a free horse to denth, If
every municipality had the same sya-
t(?“'l rlf nssessment lll'l.lt lhl_‘ same li\."
termination Lo neders everyone on the
same plano it would be good judgment

to force Mr. Rockefeller to pay $I.-I
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500,000 u year on his personal property
as well as justifiable. We nre draw-
ing closer to the millennium. but we
have not yet reached it. In the mean-
time such i, step on the part of the
tax commi¢sion many be justifiable
but it is not good judgment. ’

—

NOBLE PRIZES,

In 12 years from 1901 to 1912 in-
clusive, 66 persons representing 14
different countries have won Noble
prizes. The Journal des Debais of
Puris, gives them as follows: Ger-
many 18, France 18, England 6, Swed-
en 4, Holland 8, Italy 8, Spain 2, Nor-
way, Denmark, Belgium, Russia, Por-
and and the United States one each.
It is explained that thig tabulation
does not include the prizes awarded
to Roosevelt and Root for services
in the cause of peace, but credits us
with the one given to Professor Mich-
elzon of Chicago university for phy-
gies, in 1907,

A prominent newspnper siys rather
whimsically that if the Noble Foun-
dation had been in existence it could
hardly have failed to make awards
to Graham Bell and Edison. It might
add that if it had existed it could
hardly have failed to honor Whitney
for the eotton gin and Morse for the
telegraph and divers athers for var-
jous original work. At it is we do not
come out much if any better in a cal-
culation according to population. The
addition of the Root and Roosevelt
prizes for peace promotion would in-
“erense our percent a little, but would
not alter our relative position.

Here is something for us to think
about. If we are entering into the
world as a power this tabulation shows
us the small part that we play in com-
parison with other nations when it
comes to high attainments; Our gen-
ius seems to have run in other di-
rections—money making for one, in
which we have been a world beater,
And then we have been busy “making

BANK STATEMENT.
No. 0214,

Report of* thescondition of the Unit-
el States National pank at La Grande
Stoate of Oreron, at the clote of busi-
teg, March 4, 191:

Resourees

Loans and discounts .,....5323,918,88
U. 8. bonds o secure eir-

CalAtIon < v v otas e ndiinie 50,000,00
To secure postal savings

..... veveaeesss.0,000.00  B5,000.00
Expenses and interest paid  1,45.0.54
Bonds, securities, ete ..... 0,044.80
Banking house, furniture,

and fixtures ......00... 25,979.356

Other real estate owned ...  7,910,00
Due from National banks

(not reserve agents..... 4,964.31
Due from state and private

banks, trust companies

and savings banks ...... 6,618.30
Due from approved reserve

Aprentas TR I N Lnanes 17,003.69

Checks and other cash items
Notes of other National

428131

DABKE, s vvesv v s sininnms $,285.00
Fractional paper currency,

nickels and cents ...... A6440
Specie ..ivaiies $48,335.26
Legal tender notes . .160.00 38,405,256
Redemption fund with U. S.

treasurer (5 per cent of

cireulation) .veovvrvinns 2,600.00
gy I R $501,500.42
| Linbilities.
Capital stock paid in ..., $100,000,00
Surplus fund ...ovvvianasn 13,000.00
National bank notes out-

SANAINE. L oo e nminirarems 50,000,00

Due to other National banks  2,314.88

Individual deposits subject

tocheek . ;o.iiinsnvsna 256.020.78
Demand certificates of de-

posit ..... R R BT 4,908.77
Time certifientes of deposit 57,717.91
Certified choeks . ooo.o0n. MR.GE
Postal savings deposits ... 185200

Bills panyable, including ob.-
ligations for money bor-
rowed

Total' o ..vvpenvsilves 3001500472
State of Oregon, County of Union, =&
I. T. J. Seroggin, cashier of the
nbove named bank, do solemnly swear
that the above statemoent is true to
the best of my knowledge and belief,
T. J, SCROGGIN, Cashicr,
CORREST-—Attest:
WM. MILLER,
J. C. HENRY,
A. L. RICHARDSON,
Director-.
Subsceribed and sworn to before me
this Tth day of March, 1014,
F. 8. IVANNIIOE,
Notary Rublie,
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‘the road” and “bridging the ford,”
developing maerially a great conti-
nent, and assimilgting the greatest
jstream of immigration ‘hat the world
has known.

Incidentally we have kept up the
physical standard. We lead the world
in Olympian games if not Nobel
prizes, and as Germany has imported
American athletic trainers to teach her
‘how to compete successfully in this
way, perhaps we could import Ger-
man talent to teach us how to win
Nohle prizes. For the present the re-
sult seems to support Edmund Gos-
se's theory that small nations are
more congenial for the support of gen-
iuses than large ones,

MILLION SFOR JUNK.

Advocates of universal peace point
out the futility of battleship contruc-
tion by citing some of the figures in
our own npval program,

The United States began about 1899
the construction of what is known as
the “new navy." Sinee that program
wag hegun, the ships of the new, or
comparatively new, type have cost the
people of this country for construction
alone §477,800,000,

And yet the United States ranks
only third among the nations in the
etrength of its navy. The latest fig-
ures show the following battleships
gither in commission or building.
Great Britain, 72; Germany 39; Unit-
ed States, 36; France, 29; Japan, 19;
Italy, 17; Russia, 15; and Austro-Hun-
gary, 10, Of armoured cruisers, Greant
Britain has 45; Germany, 16; the
United States, 11, and France, 20.
These statistics indicate the compara-
tive strength of the various navies.

The people of this country have not
complnined of the naval program, but
they cannot understand why it is nee-
essury every vear to keep on huilding
new battleships. The explanation is

vory short. Improvements follow one
another so quickly that a battleship
20 years old is practically worthless.
There iz now in the list of American
battleships only one vessel built prior
to 1900—the Towa, completed ‘in 1897,
The Oregon, the Indiana, the Massa-
chusetts and others construeted about
the snme time as the Iowa, and con-
sidered in those days to be the last
word in fighting vessels, are no longer
regarded as of real service. They
are not even included in the list of 36
battleships accredited to the United
States navy. 1

The same situation exists In other
countries. Peace advocates point out
the frightful loss of time and money
and energy in ecarrying out the naval
programs of the nations, when of
time all the “latest" . battlesigips will
be so much mere junk. Of Scourse,
through the incessant construction of
battleships the nations maintain a
paper supremacy and give themselves

for war.
national pride and jingoizsm is the only
real result of the frightful expense
to which the people are put year after
vear,

No wonder that the movement
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SALTS FINE O3
ACHING KIL?:cS

13 ‘:'ra s( i
LIt .o
We eat too much meat, wh'eh ¢l
Kidneys, then Back hurs and
Blauder bothers yuu.

to

Most folka forget that the %tdpevs
like the bowels, get mlugpgish .l v
and need a flushing ocensionai, . civ w
have backaehe and dull wmi-opy o th
kidney region, severe head v e
matie twinges, torpid liver, ac. hy
slopplessness nnd all sorts of L
orders,

You simply muet keop yiur Liineva
notive nmd elean, and the n omeat you
feel an nchie or paia in the kidney
region, get about four ounces of Jad
Balts from any pood drig store here,
tako a tablespoonful in o glass of water
bofore breakiost for a few days and

your kidnevs will then act fine. This
fomons salts is mude from the acld of
reapes and lemon juive, eombined with
ithin, and ia barmli=a to tuh clogenst
Kidneys and stimulate them to nermal

activity, It also n
in the wrine ep it 1 1
thus ending bladider dlcorders,

Jad Salts ia harmloes:
makea a delightful «
water drink which everytody i
now and then to leep their Kliln
thus nvoiding serious eomplicad

A wollknown loeal drggist o
pella lots of Jad Salts to folks wha bol
in overcoming Kidney trouble whils 3t ¢
only trouble,

A l.l L
[

the weiils
it

0 neer A7 1,

that the life of a fighting vessel is |
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) CompleteLineof
(. SpringStylesIn {2
7 Our Famous
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- FIDELITY $15.00 <
SUITS >

JUST ARRIVED IN THE MEN’S DEPT.

THESE GARMENTS ARE GUARANTEED ALL WOOL FAB-
RICS, THOROUGHLY SHRUNK, HAVE SHAPE RETAINING
FRONTS, TAILORED UNDER SANITARY CONDITIONS AND
GUARANTEED TO GIVE SATISFACTORY WEAR.

THE STYLES INCLUDE ALL THE NEW ENGLISH AND
NORFOLK MODELS, BESIDES REGULAR BOX-BACK AND
REGULATION STYLES POt BOTH STOUT MEN AND MEN
OF REGULAR BUILD. ' !

THE PATTERNS ARE VERY ATTRACTIVE. BEE THEM
IN OUR WINDOWS. AND THEN COME IN AND SEE FOR
YOURSELF JUST HOW PERFECTLY THEY FIT. YOU WILL
::i[lf SURPRISED AT SUCH REAL VALUE IN A SUIT FOR

5.00,

$15.00
No

More

$15.00
No
Less

@

STHE-QUALITY STOBE:,

the proper dimensions was located s
the conductor paid $12 for them,
At Baker a few minutes later (i
7 |traveler was dressed and was down s
teld the Pullman conduetor that the the platform to hid farewell tn 4
Vormer occupant of the berth was the !friends of the adventure. He hall 1
the trousers with one hand while
shook hands with the other. The e
duetor had forgotten suspendes
Meanwhile the other trousers
'back to La Grande where they pr
ably remain,

cease building battleships by internn-
tional agreement is meeting with such
ready response among the common |
people of the whole world. |

TROUSERLESS MAN.

{Continued trom Page 1.)
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STOCKHOLDERS IN THEIR OWN : 3
CITY. United States marshal.
Euger to oblige the government ofli-
More than 2000 residents of the city |¢1al, Who it was gravely suspected,
£ BE el in nar ST uf_m]ght be roaming around I"a Grands
= 2 peis | without trousers on, the train was de-
$10 ecity bonds, bearing interest at 4 ;ln}'ed 2h Tnion fihiie the GLation -olise.
per cent. The number of stockholders ‘ter was directed to rush the garnmn[_.
is inereasig and it already includes |back to La Grande. ;
hundreds of thrifty workmen who linld | Tremendous excitement reigned a
small blocks of what might be con»lf';“' lminules later when the ocenpant
: : = of the upper berth poked his head
sidered pr eferred stock. The plan hﬂ““ ‘ through tﬁe curtains and told the nor-
been an experiment in 8t. Paul, but it |tar he had lost the lower half of his
is being worked out successfully and suit, It was then realized thar the
it is being watched with interest pants that had been sent back had
throughout the country. . |slipped from the upper berth to the i - o ol
The iden was conceived with a view |ower. J Five room cottage with full bas
to if"te"?St’“H s many persons as| Obliging passengers dug into their ' ment for sale or for lease of long
possible in the city's financial w:e!far‘e. baggage. A pair of possibilities would iod, is desired. Easy terms, J A
St. Paul is one of the largest cities in be thrust through the green carteins, | Russell. &b

FOR RENT-—Modern five room hous. N4
Pavement. Black 1662, 374

FOR RENT—Five room house, fo
nished Phone black 1101, 374

WHITE WYANDOTE EGGS—50d
per seetting (15). J. P. Brenheli
Adams & Oak, 8-

the assurance that they are prepared :
But that satisfaction of:

. nlly necepted theory that eczema wos

B tively
y throngh the skin alone.

the country that has adopted the com-only to come back a moment later with ! _
mission form of government and this the smothered remark too small. In jc FOR SALE—A small out house, ched
is one of the reforms that the commis- next two hours the train scheduled was, Phone black 1102, b3
ion form of guvernment‘ }}asbﬂdOPtEd- smashed to smithers. At every stﬂ-!
iLast. July wh’en t‘he municipai govern-|tion the conductor or some member of FOR SALE—Assorted lot of ca
.I"'e“t found i dlfﬁcult‘to sell several |the crew would rush up to a store in| fruits and jellies. Also nice b
| issues ‘of city s?curitms at par OF |a desperate search for a pair 44 inches carriage, cheap. Address F, tar
jabave, it was decided to cut them up arpund the waist. Observer. &4
into small pieces and call on the peo-| Fastern Oregon seemed to be barren
(Ple of the city to finance it themselves. (of that size. At North Powder the FOR SALE—Black Minore
Certificutes at $10 each, that can be conductor reported that he couldnt| White Leghorn setting eggs,
coshed at time for their face value, even see a barrel, Finally at Hains, selected winter layers. Mrs 6.1

plus the interest that has accumulated, the station north of Baker, a pair of Chapman, La Grande. 321
were issued. | eg— -

The St. Paul people took to the ph‘mI
with a vim. The first three days after
the sale hegnn more than $220,000 of
the certificates were disposed of. By
December 15t, the total zales amounted
to more than 83,500,000, Last month
the sales of certifientes were £286,000
in excess of the amount presented for
payment and the constantly inecreas-
ing sales are now said to average more
than $5000 a day, the individual in-|
vestments carrying from $10 to $5000.

The city officers now hope to dnl
away with all of the ald style bonds |
nnil in time to keep at home the $800,- |
000 interest money which annually i.-:‘
sent nway from the city to eastern
holders of municipal bonds,

The popularity of the certificates
among the people is the fact that they
may he converted into cash at any
time without losing a penny of the in-
tevest acerued at four per cent,

————
The Skin and Not the Blood,

Until recently it has been a genar-

—

La Grande ‘National Bank

Organized in 1887.

240
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DENIETATED DEPOSITORY #F UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
UNITED STATER PONTAL SAVINGS DEPOSITORY.

$100,000.00
... $140,000,00
$1.000,0MH),00

For twenty-six years, in all kinds of financial weather, we hs¥t

ruccessfully catered to the monetary wants of the people of U

Grunde and the Grande Ronde Valley.
We respectfully solicit your huginess

a disnease of the blood. Scientists
have taught ue that eczema is posi-
a s=kin disense and curable
Meritol
Fezemin Remedy is applied directly
to the disenced skin. Do not delay
trying Meritol Eczema Remedy.
NEWLIN DRUG COMPANY.

.

La Grande National Bank

La Grande, Qregon




