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FORMAL TRIAL

——

MEXICAN OFFICER TELLS HIS
VERSION OF BENTON'S
SLAUGHTER,

BULLET FIRED IN VILLA
HEADQUARTERS BY GUARD

Courtmartial Story and Alleged Testi-
mony Are Fakes, Avprs Mexiean
Officer Who Was In Juorez at the
Time of the Shooting—Huerta Is
Ready to Create Some More Money.

Douglas, ' Ariz,, March 7—William
Benton, the Englishman, was shot to
death in General Villa's office by one
of his body guard without formality
of arrest or trial or courtmartial, ac-
cording to the statement at Agua
Prf *~ br a constitutionalist officer
wh .o at Juarez at the time of the
Benton affair. He gives his informa-
tion us being very authentie, in fact
cortect, and is the first man who
cluims to know all about Benton's
death, and is willing to tell.

Courtmartial Story a Lie.

It is further stated that all tran-
seripts of testimony before a court-
murtial must be signed by the defend-
ant and sealed before the witness, If
is «aid that Benton's alleged testi-
mony was o fake and that testimony
purported to have been given by him
before the “courtmartial” was signed
by an officer after Benton was killed,

Quarrel Precedes Shooting.

According to the story, Benton was
shot while heatedly arguing with Vil-
la. The guard who shot Benton be-
lieved the act would win hin promo-
tion,

The body was destroyed to hide the
crime.

Resignation Expected Soon,

Mexico City, March 7.—Huerta's
resignation iz reported to be immi-
nent. It is said he would start im-
mediately afterward for Torreon to
assume the federal field command. 1t
iz hiz plan to let the United States
and England agree on a successor.
It Huerta is crushed, the rebel presi-
dent would ask for recognition of
his government.

Money is scarce and Huerta is plan-
ning on the manufacture of some of
own. His idea is to do it through cre-
ation of government banks which are
to issue $400,000,000 pesos of fiat cur-
rency. The decree creating the bank
uwaits only a formel publication.

CASE NEARS END.

Question of Perfection of Spark Screen
Chief One Before Court.

Laselle Bros. and Paine vs. the Cen-
trul Rallway of Oregon, will be with
the jury this evening, The loss of the
fruit drier attributed to sparks from
an engine of the defendant is turning
on the point of fact of whether the
sereen in the engine at the time of the
fire was in proper condition and cap-
able of preventing sparks from the
engine setting fire to anything, The
I tiff sought to establish this fact,
but the chief mechanic of the Central
riilway, who hore the brunt of the
¢ auestioning on this point, testi-
fied to the fact that the screen was in
good eondition and that it was the
same as in use at other times,

The insurance on the building was
paid by the German American Insur-
ance Ca,, and by a Philndelphia con-
cern amounting to some $3000.

STRIKE HAS FIZZLED,

Medintion Results in Settlement of
Proposed Operators Strike,

That there is no further danger qf
4 strike of operators on the 0.-W,, is
announced from Portland where,
theanerh the #fforts of the federal med-
intion hoard, an agreement to prevent
nostrike was reached bhetween the O.-
W.nnd the Order of Railway Telegra-

hers. Concezsions made by the com-
*include granting a schedule con-
hetter working conditions and a
certain

incrense in pay for
ches of employment.
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Auto Is Kidnaped

INCE Presldent Wilson lifted the
ment.

purchased by the federals for 1

no one wias around. The other pleture
the United Etates for the federnls.

Photos by American Press Assoclation.

npd amounition to Mexleo both sides hnve strengthened thelr srmn
One of these pletures shows un up to date armored gutomolhile

land battleship or moving fort, as one might term It, wus not s formidable ns
It looks, for n band of rebels Is reported to have kidnaped the muchine when

emharzo from the exnortntion af ot
i8¢ In Mexleo City and suburbs, This

shows a flat car loaded with guus (ro
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MTNEY S PLEA

MILLIONAIRE CLUBMAN AND
RANCHER DISCLAIMS GUILT.
| . =eadas
Under Promise of Marriage Woman is
Led from State to State.

San  Francisco, March 7.—"Not
| Guilty" is the plea entered in federal
Judge Dooling’s court by J. Parker
Whitney, the millionaire elubman and
rancher, charged with violation of the
Mann white slave act, by Mrs. Ge-
nevieve Hannan-Harris, A motion by
the attorneys for the defense to dis-
miss the charge on the ground that the
indictment did not give with certainty
the means of transportation, was
overruled, The cuse has been put over
two weeks when the trinl date will be
set, The woman was not in the court
room.
ney Preston promised to have her on
hand when the trial commenced.

The millionaire led the woman to be-

lieve that he would marry her hut jon Grande to arrest a Greek charged with shop remain to lend their sctivity to Imbler .

arriving in the west repudiated her.
(Instend of suing him for breach of
promize zhe seeks vengeance in this
manner.
|

| MANY HEAR EXPERTS.

|
Prof. Jackzon and Precident Newell of
State Board in La Grande.

i After a tour of the valley which re-
!sulted in speeches before interested
orchardists of Cove, Union and Imbler,
President Newell of the State Board of
Horticulture, Prof, Jackson, of thf:
0. A. C., and County Farm Expert C,
¢, Cate are in La Grande thiz after-
noon, Late in the day they will ad-
dress fruit men at the Commercinl
elull, Thev had good audiences every-
where they went and propounded les-
sons to the orchardists relative to
enrlv spring care and prevention of

blight.

Trouserless
Man Worried

TRAIN SCHEDULE JOLTED BY A
TROUSER HUNT.

DRUMMER IN GRIEF

Man Stopping O In La Grande Leads
to All the Worry,

A train schedule wns smashed, a

traveling salesman embarrassed, a

{Pullman conductor harassed and a pair
|r.|f expensive gray trousers are wan-
| dering around somewhere in eastern

Oregon, hunting an owner, as a ru!-‘ulti

of United States Marshal John Mon- | rapher and agent at that much adver- |
United States District Attor-|tag's trip to eastern Oregon this week, | tised hamlet. Two general stores von- |

| says a Portland paper.
Montag left Tuesday night for La

white slavery. In the same sleeper
iwere Dr. Calvin 8. White and Dr.
| Andrew Smith of the state health

son, Portland furniture dealers,
| their way to Europe; Assistant United |
States Attorney John Beckman, en
route to Baker, who tells the story.
| After Montag retired to lower 14, his
herth, an unknown traveling man, of |
large waist girth, boarded the train,
presumably at Pendleton.

Montag left the train at La Grande |
about 4:30 a. m,, Wednesday. An hour
Inter the porter started making up hiﬁ:
berth and discovered in it a pair|
of gray trousers of expensive wonve,
Captain Gadsby was stirring about and

(Continued on Page Four.) .

EMPLOYEES AF
HELD FOR L0
OF OVERSAD.

IMPLOYEE, THIRTY YEARS IN
SERVICE, IS NOW BEHIND

BARS FOR PILFERING.

FLEISHNER-MAYER CO.
LAUGHED AT ACCUSATION

Constable Wernberger Keeps on Trail
Which Leads to Den Where Stolen
Goods are Held and Sold—Other
Trustees Come to Grief By Discov-
ery—Conviction Means' Prison Term,

Portland, March 7. — Wholesale
thefts from Fleishner-Mayer & Co. of
this ¢ity, aggregating about §40,000,
have been discovered and have result-
ed in the arrest of Al Howard, chief
stockman and employe who has been
with the company for thirty years.
Harvey Estes, an employe of ten years
service, has likewise been arrested and
chirged with larceny. Half a dozen
men in & hotel were arrested as sec-
ond hand men and are charged with
receiving the stolen property. )

Conetable Wernberger has been in-
vestigating the matter for weeks, even
after the owners of the store had
lnughed at the idea that their trusted
employes were guilty of looting from
the store. Howard is in jail and
Estes is out on bond. A warrant has
been issued for Ed, Settle, of Oankland,
Oregron, who will likewise be brought |
to the bar of justice to answer to the

charee of receiving the loot. The em-|

ployees zold the stolen goods and net-
ted a big harvest,

SEVERAL OFFICERS PROMOTED.

Ed Thomas Now Master Mechanic of
La Grande 0.-W. Division.

Several promotions of officials con-
nected with the mechanical depart-
ment of the O.-W, here, have been
made gince the resignation of Master
Mechanie Ross who has gone to Cali-
fornin. Kd Thomas, of this city, be-
comes master mechanic over the La
Grande division, J. Burley becomes
division foreman, J. Ridenaur is shop
foreman and A. Duryea becomes round
house foreman.

WILL PREACH AT BAKER.
Local Rector Will Visil Baker Parish
Tomorrow Morning.

The Rev. Upton H. Gibbs goes to
Baker, where he will hold gervices to-
morrow for the Rev. Owen I, Jones,
of St, Stephens parigh, at that place.
The Rev. C. H. Powell of the Cove,
will toke Mr, Gibbs' services here to-
MOrrow,

Copperfield Deserted.
Copperfield iz closed “tighter than a
door nail,” Such is the information
of the station agent who prior to the
governor's activity had a job as teleg-

stitute the entire business that is ear-
ried on there, Not even the proverhial
blacksmith shop, or the village barber

the revenue of the town. Nearly all
of these houses have been closed and
the exodus is conlinuing. But 52 per-

: it : [sons remain in the town and these, ue-! La G, No.
{board; Captain Willinm Guadsby and | cording to the informant, who refused LG

on [to give his nume, are waiting Lo move !

as goon as they find an opening else-
where, Copperfield will pow become
the mecea of the nachorite and the
hum of industry will cease, Tt will
hecome another theme for & Goldsmith
whoze immortil “Deserted Village” is
a clnsgic in most of the schools,

M'ADOO NOT ENGAGED,
Report that Eleanor Wilson Was to
Become Bride Denied By Mother,

Washington, March 7—Through her

werelary, Miss Bell Hanhar, Mks,
Woodrow Wilson denjed  that  Her
daughter Elonnor wns enenged to

Seerotary of the Trensury MeAdoo,

Milk Tests

s

' \
HIGH SCHOOL CHEMISTRY CLASS

Farmers Can Obfdin Babeock Tests of
Miik at Local School.

A new feature whereby a study of -
the Babecock milk test is made a part
of the chemistry and agriculture

the science department of the high
school. The apparatus for this work
has been recently added to the equip-
ment of the school und in order that it
miy be made as valuable as poasible!
to the community, Mr. Maris is plan- |
ning to have the work done by the,
students including the testing of any |
samples sent into the school from the
county. This will bring the work di-
rectly into the practical field and at
the same time render an excellent ser-
vice to those who can avail themselves
of this opportunity for the Babcock
test. The charge made will be just
large enough to cover the cost of the
acid and will amount to not more
than ten cents,

REPUBLICANS

| 3

REGISTRATIONS TODAY ARE ON-
LY LUKEWARM.

Some Precinets Have Not a Single
Reglstration to Date.

Registration has not been very brisk
to date. The appended list partial as
it is with regard to the voting strength
of the county, is nevertheless some
indieation of the political color of
this voting unit,  Just how well this
tubulation represents the true situa-
tion no one can tell, with certainty,
but it may be assumed that most of
the voters in the county have register-
ed aecording to their past affiliations,
;:mei that hocus-pocus registration for
! political reasons has not been resorted
{to. The registered strength of the
| republican party for the county Inst
|year was 1062, for the democratic
' party 1114, for the progressive party
42, Tor the socialist parvty 252, for
the prohibition party 32, for the in-
dependents 87, Following is the reg-

istration for the respective precincts
to date:
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FREE TESTS OFFERED;

course has just been introduced into '
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BIG ATTENDANCE AT SECOND
MEETING TO ORGANIZE
DRAINAGE AREA.

——

RAILROAD COMPANY IS
WILLING TO LEND AID

—_——

I'rocedure is Plainly Set Out in Law—
Organization of Corporation Officials
is Ultimate End in View—DMeeting
Today Drafting Petitions and Many
Signing up on Project.

Organization of an association
which has for its stole but stupenduous
purpose the reclamation of thousands
of acres of rich valley land by car
for spring floods in ycamerh{e enltﬁ
in the Union bottom lands, and d.ro%-
ing the Grande Ronde river near El-
n to halt inundation of big areas
in the spring in that vicinity, me
a near reality today, For the sec-
ond time in two weeks farmers and
land owners wha have direct benefit in
sight from such ‘a_project, have held
meetings to discuss it. The meeting
at the Commercial club today was
Ial;ﬁ:ly attended. -

e plan of procedure is clearly de-
fined. The organization as it now
stands sees to it that the county court

'Eight  weeks
later court calls an electipn within
the preseribed boundary when the fin-
ancial matter will be voted on as to
which course to take, and three direc-
tors chosen by popular vote. These
three have all the powers an incorpo-
rated municipality has and the people
within the district rule through them.
About 70,000 acres will be within the
aren but of that acreage about 30,000
will not be subject to tax because it
derives no benefit from ‘the proposed
project. In such cuse the owner has
no voice in remonstrance. There are
some objections to the plan and many
questions are being asﬂed this after-
noon by men who are not familiar with
the workings of the system. Every
question dealing with the legislative,
executive and other branches of the
district is handled through the tax-
payers themselves,

State Tmmigration Agent Brewer
was in attendance this afterncon.

Railrond Company Interested.

The O.-W. has signified its inten-
tions ta help in clearing the river at
Elgin of rocks, for in the end it is
roing to mean o tremendously increas-
ed business for them, for the reclaim-
ed land will yearly produce crops in-
stead of very irregularly.

One Petition Necessary.

At the outset, it was believed that
five petitions to create the district
could be circulnted and Inter joined
into one, but it has been found heces-
sary to have the petition signed as
one and not as five separate ones.
This afternoon the petition grew in
length rapidly and the desired num-
ber will be obtained, that is a mere
matter of detail,

One big problem to delve into, how-
ever, is to decide whether the districts
shall be honded outright, or if a di-
rect tax levied on the distriet shall
be used or perchance named a certain
tax to run for not more than 10 years,
or as many less than that ns it takes
to complete the two projects,

Organization Rig Topie.

Tl}u meeting this afternoon was pri-
marily to perfoct a definite: orzaniza-
tion and to talk over the hest methods
to pursue, That the meeting toda
will recommend which route it wil]
use, is not deemed likely. The meet-
ing wag the outcome of the one two
weeoks ago when the plan was put up
to the farmers and freely supported,

HIGH CHURCH MEN COME.
Conference of L. D, 8. Sunday Sch
and Chureh On. ¥ Rl
Apostle David 0. McKay and Patri-
arch Hiram G. Smith, of Sall Lake,
arrived this morning to attend the
Sunday school and church confersnces
of the L. D. 8 church, Muny are
here today but tomorrow fa the big-
gest day of either and hundreds of out

Antelope .,.. 2 1 ¢
Big Creek ... 1 11 4 16
iCove No. 1.. 88 20 1 1 6o
|Cove No. 2..23 28 1 1 48
(Elgin No, 1., 11 8 8 3 25
| Elgin Neo, 2.. 16 10 2 2 80

Elgin No. 3.. 8 10 1 1 20
| Elgin No. 4.. 17 7 1 25
|Hilgard ..... 2 2 4
|Hot Lake..,.. 3 1 4

- 1 1
|1sland City .. 12 7 1 an
{Kamela ..... 2 1 4

1. 18 1001 81 2 83h

No.2..36 14 3 2 2 b7
|1.:: G.No.3:. 7T 6 2 16

LwG. No.4.. 5 2 2 Lo

La (i, No, G,. 190 18 2 3 a7
{ La ¢ No, 6 8 4 3 11 17
[La G. No. 7.. 5 1 1 1 .8
| Barry. <. ioisi
iNn. P. No, 1..

No. P, No, 2,. 1 1
| Starkey ..... 112 1 14
|Summerville 84 21 § 3 1 62
|Union No, 1., 16 7 2 24
"Union No, 2,. 18 15 2 a6
| Union No.3.. 10 b 2 1 18
| iy A 10K
JGrand Totals 326 216 30 22 7 10 611

of town churchmen will come from all
parts of the county,
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