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There are but two seasons at Pan-
ama, known as the wet and dry seas-
ons of the year. The dry season
commences dufing December, and it
is very dry indeed from this time
until about the middle of April, when
the rains begin to come again, and
from then on it rains almost every
day for sbout eight months, The
temperature stands at about 86 de-
grees Farenheit, throughout the year,
and the humidity is very high, Dur-
ing the dry season, when the sky is
cloudless, it would be fearfully hot
were it not for the fine trade winds
which come at this time of the year
and keep the air in motion sufficiently
to hold the temperature at 86, Once
in n while a very hot day is experi-
enced, but such an occurrence is the
exception rather than the rule.

All the streets and roads through-
out the Canal Zone are macadamized,
which allows the rainwater to run off
quickly, and it is never very wet un-
der foot—otherwise, during the rainy
season, the mud would be knee-deep,
as it is on the unpaved jungle trails.

The weather is quite delightful dur-
ing the dry season, and at this time
of the year outdoor sports are en-
joyed. The baseball season starts
with the ceasing of the rains, and
continues until wet weather begins.
Christmas, New Years' Day and also
Washington's Birthday are great
buseball days on the Isthmus,

The workers on the Isthmus are in
a class by themselves. Golonel Goe-
thals says he has the most efficient
working force ever gotten together
on the face of the earth, and all who
have investigated the matter agree
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with ‘him, The men are well taken
care of by the government, and are
paid good wages, but they nre ex-
pected to do their share and are not
advanced unless a promoton is mer-
ited. The commission pays good
wages and demands a high grade of
service in return. A man is not kept

New Jersey, Texas, New York, Okla-
homa and Iregon. And the upper
floor was just as badly mixed.

The men who went down to that
great work did not all go for the wag-
es paid. It must be admitted the
money was something of an induce-
ment, but the hardships contended
with were so numerous and of such
magnitude ns to make the salaries
appear trivial, It was not the money
thl:t called most of them—it was the
job,

It is a monotonous life at best down
there, and were it not for the great

work itself, not many would have re-

,mained & month. Half of the life of

the men down there is the Canal.

more than six months unless he can | Each man has his share to do, and the

“hit the ball."

The average length | lowest man in the scale feels as much

of service on the Isthmus in all class- |3 part of the works as the man on

es of work is about three months—
perhaps less.

The married man at Panama has
a much better proposition than the
bachelor. He is furnished with quar-
ters for his entire family, is given
free lights, water and fuel, and an
purchase his supplies at the commis-
saries cheaper than in the States.
Schools are maintained by the gov-
ernment for the education of his
jchildren, ‘and he has it pretty soft all
around.

The .bachelors are placed in bach-
elor quarters, with two or three in a
room, according to the size of the
rooms. One electrie light is provided
in each room, one table, and a chair
and a cot for each occupant. Tha
best thing that ecan be said of the
bachelor quarters is that they, (in fact
both married and bachelor quarters),
are well equipped with shower baths,
without which things would be un-
bearable,

A great crowd indeed are the Isth-

mian bachelors. In one house which
|1 have in mjnd at Gorgona there were
twenty-four bachelors—twelve on each
floor—and they hailed from all cor-
ners of the U. 8. A. On the lower
floor the following states were rep-
resented: Indiana, Minnesota, Penn-
sylvania, California, Maine, Georga,
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The “wanderlust” took many men
there, but the job itself made them
stay awhile,

An article on the Canal would not
be complete without a few words be-
ing said concerning the man at the
head of the entire undertaking—Col-
onel George W. Goethals. He is the
one man who earries the full respon-
sibility of the gigantic project upon
hiz shoulders.

Colonel Goethals is loved by all his
men as no other man with half the
power is loved. He has more power
than any ruler in any land—far more
than the Kaiser or the Czar. Some-
one has referred to him as a ‘benifi-
cent despot,” and the title fully de-
scribes  him. He is a ruler with
unlimited power whom all his sub-
jects love, But his secret of success
lies in the fact that he does not abuse
his power, and in all things he is
just. The absolute ruler of Panama.
George W. Goethals, that tall, sad
faced, white haired man, knows well
the human heart. He knows man’s
weaknesses and woman's too. He

looks for the good in mankind, andl

finds it.

If a person has a' grievance sgalnsl:"

his lot in Panama, he well knows he
can go direct to the Coloned, tell him
the facts and get entire justice, If
the person complaining is at fault,
the Coloned tells him so. If someone
else is in error, the Colonel will call
that party, no matter how high his
position, “before the throne" and tell
him what is what.

This great and good man every
Sunday morning is at his desk in
Culebra to hear any person who wish-
es to see him, and the corridors of the
administration building are often com-
pletely filled with all kinds of “ditch-
diggers” who have grievances, fan-
cied or otherwise, lo bring before

him. In the crowd there will be
Americans, high and low, of both
sexes, Spaniards, Italians, French-

men, Hindus, Panamanians West In-
dinn negroes—in fact, all the many
different kinds of people engaged in
the work. At eight in the morning
the first in line walks into the Col-
onel's office, and in his vwn way tells
his little tale of woe to the soft-spok-
en, mild-mannered man who is the
head of the whole works, and passes
out, quickly followed by the next in
turn. And there the Colonel stays,
listening to other peoples' troubles
until the last word is heard—eve.
though he must stay until the day is
gone. He does this in addition to
working every day in the week—out
upon the job, going from one point
of work to another, keeping his eye
on every phase of the construction.
Justice is done in every case brought
before this man. He has no favorites.
He simply does what is right, no mat-
ter whom it hurts nor whom it helps.

There is nothing swell about him.
He wears ordinary clothes like any
other human being, £mokes countless
cighrettes each day—and when out
on the road speaks to everyone he
passes and takes off his hat to every
‘ditch-digger” he meets,

Do you wonder such a man is loved
by all? Would his men fight for
him? Would they die for him? Just
ask a few and see. If Colonel Goeth-
als should see fit to run for any Na-
tional office, no matteér what party's
slatform he choze, you would see ev-
sy man who had worked under him
n the Canal taking off his coat and
crapping for the “old man'" until the
ast vote was cast,

The finishing touches are now heing
nlaced on this grent undertaking, and
the men who put the job through will
soon have seattered to the four winda.
Many will return to the States; a
small number will remain on the Isth-
mus; some will go further south, to

cast their fortunes with the develop-

ibiies of Latin Amer- - round steak 26¢c; veal loin cuts 26c Phone Main 706,

ica; others will follow the call of the
“wandorlust” to the far corners of
the globe—and at last the greatest,
most loyal bunch of Americans ever
assembled together will have been dis-
banded, Always will their hearts be
with the “ditch”, Never will they
forget the friendships made in that
tropic land. And, later on, they will
loak back upon those bygone days
with sincere regrets that they cannot
be lived again, but with the feeling
that each did his mite toward the ac-
complishment of that mammoth work.
Their niche in the hall of immortality
is well established. Their work will
echo down the corridots of time as the
preatest engineering achievment of
the age. And the sons of man will
forever honor the spirit of loyalty te
purpose and the unselfish labor which
made possible the PANAMA CANAL,
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La Grande quotations today are:
BUTTER AND EGGS.

Butter—Fancy creamery, 35 cents,
1-1b roll; 70 cents, 2-1b roll.

i roll 60c.

S

Fresh ranch eggs—30c.
VEGETABLES AND MISCELLANE-
0us.

Green Onion—be per bunch.
Onions—@e. 1b., (small lots.)
Potatoes—1lec.
Lettuce (hothouse)—30e lb.; head,
10¢.
Cauliflower—20@26¢.
Rhubarb—20c.
Spinach—3lbs, 25¢.
Brussell Sprouts—20c 1b.
Squashes and Pumpkine—out of the

| market.

Celery—10¢ and 2@26¢.

Beans—White, § 1-8¢; Lima, 10c.

Cabbage—be.

Sweet Potatoes—b5 Ibs for 26c.

Chili peppers—40c.

Honev—20e, § lba, for &0o

Sugar—Cane or fruit, $6.26 a sack,
cash. $6.66 for 30 days; Beet sugar
$5.05 cash, $5.45 for 30 days.

FRUIT.

Apples—8§1.00@81.75.

Oranges—25@46c per doz.

Bananas—40c per doz.

Dates—15c ‘and 20c puckage

Figs—~&e and 10¢ package.

Lemons—356@40¢.

Cranberries—20¢ per gt., 3 for 50c.

Grapefruit—156¢

FLOUR, HAY, FEED, ETC.

Blne Stem flour—31.40,

Patent—21,30

Snowdrift—$1.456 sack.

Sea Foam—$1 20,

Barley—81.0714,

Timothy—(to producer) $12.00.

Alfalfa hay—(to producer) $8.60@
$0,00 £, 0. b, ecars, baled.

Oats—(to producer) 95c@$§1.00,

Bran—$1.16 per ewt.
Rolled oats—$1.45 per cwt.

Rolled barley—21.35
Wild hay—(to producer) $8 baled.
BHEEP.
Sheep—Tnp wethers, $3.26@%$4.85.
Ewes, best—$2.25@$3.75.
Lambs, best—$3.75@$5.75.
CATTLE.
Best steers, (grain fed.)—3%6.60 @
$6.95.
Common to fair—$5.50 @ $86.00.
Cows, top—3$56.00@$6.00.
Cows, medium—34.65@4.80.
Calves—$7@$8.
Bulls, fancy—$3.75@$6.00.
HOGS.
Best—3$6.60@8§7.60.
Common to good—3$6.00@06.50.
CHICKENS AND FOWL.
Turkeys—26c@2s¢, re-ail.
Spring  friers — 22@206¢,
dressed
Hens—1Bc@20¢, rewmil, dressed.
Meat Cuts—-Retail
Neck boils 12 1-= w 10bc; briske’
loins 12%ec; soup bones, ¢ to 8¢
plates 12 1-2¢; sho, pot roast 18¢; arm
cuts 18c; 1st cuts sho pteak 15¢; good
cuts sho steak 18c; prime rihs 16 t
20¢; wholesale 16, retail 20c¢; flank
boil 12%e; kidneys 8ec; kidney stew,
12¢: sirloin stenk 20 to 22c; tenderloi
stenks 26¢; T-Hone steaks 206c; rumj
roasts 18¢; round steak 20e; hind quar
ter steers 16c; hind quarter caws 1bc
front quarter steers 14¢c: front quartex
cows 18¢: hog, hall dressed 18¢: pork
woin chops 20¢; pork lein whole 16¢
comb pork ide; shonlder pork, whole
18¢c: link and bulk esusage 16¢: ham-
burger 16c; sieer loins 18¢c: cow loin
17¢; mutton legs 18¢; muttan rib chop
| 20¢; mutton loin chops 20¢; mutton st
gho, 16¢; mutton stew 12 1-2¢; whole
mutton 14e; half mutton 'de; ven

retail

It is beautiful with its hand
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OBSERVER PENNANT COUPON.

This Coupon, with two nthers of different aates and 15
cents, (to cover Incidental nost) entitles the bearer to one
Observer Pennant when pressnted at the Observer office. By
mall, five cants extra Lo cover postage and packing,
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MARCH 5, 1914,

Treasurer's Call for County, Scalp’ wam

Notice—The
treasurer has funds on hand with
which to pay all county and sealp
Ranch butter—1-1b roll, 80c.; 2-1b.|bounty warrants, which were endors- '
ed prior to Feb. 1, 1914, and all road
warrants which were endorsed prior

and

Do not order Pennants in advaace. They will not be [seued before
the stipulated week,

Road Warrants.

undersigned county

to Jan. 1, 1814, Interest on the above

warrants ceases on March 4th, 1914.'

3-4-4t.

JOHN FRAWLEY,
County Treasurer.
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How’s your sole

'Need Fixin

Bring it to us, we'll fix it while
you wait.
plant we are turning out a
class of work that's different.
Turn sloes a specialty.

Modern Quick
Shoe Repair

k. L. DUIGNAN Prop.

Opposite Newlin's Book Ntore
Phone Blk. 81. 11156 Adams Av

Py,

With our modern

Announce-

ment

Mrs. Robt. Pattison
the Gossard Cor-
setiere after Mon-
day March Third
will be at the
Geo. A. Anderson
Store.

With a complete
stock of

i GOSSARDS

Your job printing. Have It done at
the Observer ofiice.

|

Read the advertisements too.

Complete Equipmm{t for Resetting and
Repairing Rubber Buggy Tires

LA GRANDE IRON WORKS

D. FITZGERALD, Proprietor

Complete Machin

e Shops and Foundry

e

e

Rf_tf?l Department---Phone Main 8

For Lumber, Lath
Shingles, Sash and D)ors
Ruberoid Roofing

GEORGE PALMER LUMBER CO.

At The Top

of them all; that its where our flour
stands when compared with others,
In the race for supremacy our brand
bears the standard of excellence in
the van, We want to prove the trutl
of this nssertion to you personally,
the next time you order your flour,
If you will specify White Diamond,
guaranteed satisfaction or money re-
turned—you wont be sorry.

Snook Bros. Produce Company

Phone Us Your Wood And Feed Order.

We Will Give Away a $15.00 Lamp |

painted shade. It will be given in
over Contest.
$21 worth of prizes or not you will possess the beautiful
ubhwmyonunmhmto!ﬂburmhmh,htmmm
& prize if you try hard enough. Read about it and see the picture
of the lamp in this paper. ¥ou must hurry if you want the beauti-
ful State of Oregon pennant. They are going fast. :




