Ce
e

ut
1}
ot

 PAGE FOUR

. LA GRANDE EVENING OBSERVER

TUESDAY. DECEMBER 30, 1913_.

THE OBSERVER

BRUCE DENNIS, Editor and Owner

on each other's heads could be heard
all over the Copperfield townsite.
For over an hour the battle raged.
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But there were rules observed even
in this kind of warfare. No one was
allowed to have & gun, Beer bottles
and rocks were admitted weapons,
and after the fight had been declared
a draw all sides jolned in mending
the heads of those who had suffered
most. The flag of truce which was
in the shape of a draw decision was
to last until the next appointed time
when the battle royal was to be
staged again. During the interim
both Oxbow and railroad workers
drank from the same bottles apd
neighbored with each other. And
during the fight the music from Sam
Goldberg's mechanical piano kept
right on, the roulette wheels were
never silent,

That was Copperfield in its palmy

THE COPPERFIELD MUDDLE.

To read the number of opinions
regarding Copperfield, her town row,
the governor and the sheriff of Bak-
er county, is but to laugh. Few
newspapermen have been to Copper-
fleld, for it is almost out of the civil-
fzed world. '

It happened that the writer visited
that town once and it waa in the
days of Copperfield’s zenith. Twelve
hundred men were working on the
Oxbow power tunnel near the town-
site and as many more were doing
eonstruction work on the railroagd
then building from Huntington down
the Snake river canyon.

If the governor had called it a wide-

_gpen, lawless town in Vthose daym

there conld have been no mintake,

‘ 'We shall never forget the omne
night we spent in Copperfleld. Sam
Aklin's store was the merchandise
depot for the place; Barney Gold-
berg ran a dance hall with a bar full
length, roulette wheels and twenty-
one games occupied the opposite side
of the hall and the dancers held forth
in the center to the tunes made by
a mechanical piano,

An opposition honky tonk held
forth down on the river and Gus
Allstead's hotel was between the two,
‘When the sun went down in the even-
ing the revelry begun. A dozen
or more saloons, each having wide-
open gambling added to the nightly
entertainment, On this particular
night quite an event was pulled off,
At least it was quite an event to us,
although those residing there claimed
it often occurred. The event was
a battle royal between Oxbow work-
ers and the railroad workers. Sev-
eral different languages were used
by the army of either side while the
big ring was being mude. The Ox-
bow men marched in first, closely
followed by the railrond men and then
the fight begun, Talk ahout Mexico.
No Mexican ever #tood the pounding
that those huskies delivered to one
another, Yells of “at 'em,” “at
‘em,” mingled with gibberish tongues
of several nations served to keep the
air in the close canyon filled with
noise, Biff, hang, as the blows fell

deys.  But the change came sudden.
Work was suspended on the Oxbow
and the railroad work was completed.
Copperfield was almost deserted.
There is nothing there except the few
shacks of the town; there is no farm-
ing comitry, no saw mills, no indus-
try of any kind. Those who go to
Copperfield go there because they
want to see some one living in the
town. It is snugly nestled in a can-
yon with extremely high walls and
the only outlet is the railroad to
Homestead, which hugs the river
bank with a high mountain a few
feet away on the other side of the
frack. A wagon road runs from
Pine valley down to the river, but
few people travel it for there is little
call to visit the canyon. '

Those left on the townsite were
mostly ether running saloons, rou-
lette wheels or selling merchandise
to the saloon men and the gamblers.
When business grew dull saloon men
grew selfish and grasping. Instead
of quitting business they hung on and
a town row followed, How differ-
ent from the day when money was as
free as water. There was no town
row then. Beer was gelling for a
bit a drink and money less than &
two-bit piece was not welcome im
Copperfield. But the town row
brought on its jealousies and re-
venge—and that is what's the matter
with the little settlement in the can-
yon today—the town where there has
never heen a church, where the cla-
mor of the money makers was so
pronounced,

The great fuss about Copperfield
comes rather late and indicates a de-
sire for notoriety, There was a time
when state laws were so thoroughly
disregarded that good

renson for calling out the militia.
But the militia would be very lone-

some in Copperfield now with only a
few poorly patronized saloon men to

there was

stand guard over.

—

FAIRNESS OF THE OREGONIAN,

Whatever sins may have been justly
or unjustly charged to the Portland
Oregonian in years gone by, it must

he admitted that that
paper is fair at the present time.

politically
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While its convictions many times do
not agree with ours, we take conm-
siderable pleasure in believing that
the Oregonian is doing what it
honestly thinks is right,

To prove the above assertion one
has but to read the editorial in last
Sunday's issue under the ecaption,
“Nationa] Committed Blundered,” in
which is found the following editorial
comment on the l‘:&nt meeting of
the Republican mﬂ‘ml committee:
“The Republican Natlonal Committee
has blundered. The Oregonian was
ready to aeccept its judgment as to the
basis of reorganization and to waive
its desire for a restatement of Repub- |
lican principles, but evidently the
Republican party expected something
more and better, and opponents of the
party see in the action of the commit-
tev an opportunily to score against it.
They score, The national committee
has not realized how broad and deep
was the breach made in the party in
1912. It seems to have hoped to set
a broken bone by applying a poultice.
“Republican voters, both those who
stayed within and those who left the
party, desire that their represenia.
tives meel in open council, state anew |
Republican principles as applied to
the conditions of 1913 and themselves
adopt a new plan of representation in
convention.. Whether the national
commiltee had authority to adopt
such a plan or not, it was unwise to
exercise that autherity. When a party
is split into two nearly equal parts, as
was the Repuoblican party in 1912, no
power short of the highest can find a

basis of reunion. The emérgemyl
called for a national convention which
should revise the system of represen-
tation and should state Republican
principles so plainly that no man or
woman who holds them will have any
excuse to adhere to any other party.”
Yes, without doubt the national

committee ' blundered. The same
committee blundered at the Chicago
convention, and neither of these

blunders oeccurred through ignorance.
We have contended that a reunion of
Republican forces in the nation

twould not occur in the fullest sense

until all reactionary members of the
national committee who held forth
prior to the Chicago convention had
either resigned or been ousted by the
other members, ’
No one is fooled by this body of

men. They are still playing politics
in the same old-fashioned way. These
committeemen hold to the cherished
idea of years gone by—that the peo-
ple will forget all political sins in
the course of time. It would seem
that Senator Borah has carried his
jdea of “trimming"” from Idaho to the
national committee, for Borsh was
opposed to the calling of a national
convention of the Republican party
for the purpose of revising delegate
apportionment and adopting a plat-
form. Thus the senator shows in
his nature what & number of his
minority Idaho have
always charged him with.

With the action of the national
committee now a matter of record;
with no hope from a national source,
of remedying & bad condition which
spells defeat to all Republican can-
didates, it appears to be up to the
individual states to exercise state
By this

enemies  in

rights in political matters.
we mean it is a matter for states to
decide in the interim between now
and the next national convention.

In Oregon practically everything is
progressive, with the exception ot a
handful of men who long for the
days of old and pine becaunse political
conditions have changed. The great
rank and file of the Republican party
in Oregon Is as progressive as the
most ultra progressive of the east.
To label these progressive Republi-
cans with the same label as applied
to the Republican national committee
would not only be unfair but it would
be a false Inbel.

With such a newapaper as the Ore-
gonian coming out squarely against
a national committee that is steeped
in sin and political dishonesty, the
{meaning is clear that no longer will
|republicans of Oregon be throttled in
]their views or whipped into line by

a few renctionaries. And it zlio

means to our mind that republicans
of Oregon are free and thoroughly en-
titled to adopt a platform, inasmuch
a3 the national committee Tefused to
do so, that this state's Republican
party can work under that platform .
until the next national convention
at least.

Oregon progressives: and Oregon
progressive republicans believe in the
same principles, Neither will be
dominated by a few reactionaries, and
it looks very much like the Oregonian
was getting ready to point to a way
where the two wings of the great
mass of voters in this state who be- |
lieve in progressive politics and po-'
litical freedom can get together and
make a united and effective fight
against a hypoeritical enemy that
has for several years been boosting
mediocre men into the United States
senate and a mere boy into the gov-
ernor's chair,

HE'S RIGHT-OF-WAY MAN NOW.

[
Our old and dignified friend, Judge

William Colvig, of Medford, has becn
uppointed right-of-way man for the |
Southern Pacific railway company. ‘
The appointment is a good one.
Few men of our acquaintance is bet-
ter fitted for such a job, “Bill” can
make & speech that will carry you
through flower gardens; you can hear
the little birds sing; music from a
thousand harps will fill your ears,
and .then without warning he will
bring you down to earth and you can
see the battle of life raging in all
its fury,

If Colvig does not annihilate all

READ the IMPORTANT
Announcement

Tomorrow

Complete details of
West’s 16th Annual
e s ————,

Clearance Sale
e e

which starts Friday, January 2
will be announced in a big full-
page ad. All records for good
merchandise at reduced prices
going to be wiped out. Watch
tomorrow’s paper.

E————

cares and worry of the company over
the right-of-way business there is |
no merit in the Rogue river apple |
land and Medford will become a
whistling post in’five years.

~~ MO0DS OF THE RHINO.

Emotions It Exhibits at the Sight and
Odor of Men, |
The recoguizesd presence of men
rouges in the rbificeros several emo-|
tions, which lu tbe order of thelr in- |
tensity 1 should put as bewllderment.
feur, dull corlosity and truculence. 1f
the men are merely seeén usually tho[
only emotions arouxed are bewllde!’-l
ment and curlosity: if smelled fear In |
the usonl result. hut In 8 certaln num-
ber of cuses even the sight or the swmell |
of men arouses senseless rage. |

Some rhinos ure nlways cross and |
evil tempered, but muny others which |
are normnlly good natured now and |
then have fits of berserker fury. Any-
thing conaplcuons which arouses thelr |
Interest may nlso nrouse thelr hostillty, |
White hus an evll nttraction for them, |
My friends the MeMillans while trav-
eling through a rhino country found
that the two white horses of thelr eav-
nleade were so frequently charged that
they finally painted them kbakl color.
I have never seen them charge other |
gnme, nnd gnzelles und hortebeests I
feed In theelr tmmwediate nelghborhood |
with Indifference, yet 1 have been In- |
formed by trustworthy e;'cwltne:iseﬁl
of one rhinoceros charging n herd eof
zebra nnd nnother some buffalo.

The rhinoceros usually gets out of
the way of the elephant. It will nn-
questionably on ovceasions charge men
and domestiec anlmnls entirely unpro-
voked., Twlee | have known of one
charging an aoxen wigon, In one cnse
an ox wae killed, in the other the rhino
got entnngled In the yokes and trek-
tow, and the driver. an Africander,
lnshed it lustily with hls grent whip

the ox span tumbled In wild confuslon.
~Theodore Moosevelt In Seribner's,

Have you eaten too many big, fine dinners during the holidays?
If so, thorouhly cleanse your system before you hecome sick,
It is far easier to arrest discase in its early stages than to perma-
nently get rid of it later. See your doctor now, and then us, before
the ill effects have scttled down upon you. You can then begin the
new year with vigor and vim. )

Come to OUR Drug Store.

NEWLIN DRUG CO.

until 1t broke Inoge and ran off, leaving .=

Pa Knew.
“Pn. what's an agnoptie? |
“It's one of those poems where the |
first letters of the lines spell oot & |
word. Now run atong and let me read.”
—Boston Transeript.

Married Man's Progress,

The first year after marringe man
holds hise wife fondly. the second year |
he holds the baby awkwardly, and |
every yenr after that he bolds his |
topgue sensibly.—Dallns News. l

Naturally.
1 presnme you have o lot of sympn
thy for the voder dog*"
“Yes, manm, expecially If T happen
to own the dog."—Detroit Free Press

DANCING ASSEMBLIES
Each Tuesday and Saturday
(Class and Private Lessons
Taught Afternoon or Evening |
By Appointmant. Professors I
Mazanti and Sherwood, Pre-

prietors and Instructors.
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THE TELEPHONE

;
i By furnishing quick service in com-
munication multiplies a man’s capacity
t and makes it possible for the business
man to transact more business. v
E EVERY TELEPHONE ALONG DISTANCE STATIUH
HOME  INDEPENDENT  TELEPHONE  SYSTEM
. . = T i »‘_
y el s e T

L ( HAVANA C| HAND MADE |

NoTHINE BETTER.CAN BE _MANUFACTURED |




