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My First Christmas Eve Dance
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. (Written by & Jack Tar.)

shlpmate, B1l
Bolthead, was
tnkin' & little

crufse ashore last )
year wo ench got
. pretty, sweet
scented note with
I, 8. V. P.at the
bottom, Feqnest-
In' “the plens-
nre of your company” at p dance on
Christmus eve, Bill, who 18 well up
fn these things, told e them letters
meant “HReply Sharp; Very Pressin'”
Bo we wrote our replies sharp, haece)t-
in' “the very pressin® hinvitotion."

Well, Clhiristmas eve cnme round, and
Bill and me rigged ourselves out In
our bost shore goln' tops nud set sall
for the dinee. On reportin® ourselves
we wis mustered In o big cabin like a
battleship's gun room, all ttivated up
with holly ind wistletos, und with the
deck pollshed Instead of boly stoned,
and so slippery that 1 nearly pitched
on to my bowsprit ns 1 went through
the hatchway.

“Yast heavin’, BIL" T sez comin’ to
an anchor; “this 18 worse than crossin’
the bay I n gale o wind." but Bill he
kept forgin' nhend. a8 cool as i middy
in command of a dispnteh boat, sa I
slipped my eable and went on full
gpecd In his wake, swentin' llke a
marine recrult goln' Into buction for
the first time.  We wad nearly she lust
aboard, for the enbin was pretty full,
the men lookin' ke restmurong walters |
and the lndivs all s suuirt us o erolser |
aquadron in ralubow rig.

Presently n fussy Hitle chap. who I |
took to be the commodore, but who
Bill sald was the M. Ben mnn. though
be dldn't look ns If be knowed much
ahout the sen, cnme up and gave us
both a pretty card with sallin’ orders
on, which Bill ealled n program. Then
he passed the word to clear for hne
tion, and a band on the quorterdeck
aft struck up and the dancin' begun.

As 1 was leanin' ngalnst the bul-
warks the M. 8en mnan camne up and
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"I NEARLY PITUHED ON TO MY BOWSPRIT.
sild somethin® what 1 conldn't cateh,
po 1 suld, "Aye, aye, 8ir!" and before
I knowed It be bod hintrojuiced me to
the smurtest Al elipper bullt little craft
1 ever turned my searchlights on, and
womehow the next minute ber sweet
lttle figurehend was close to mine, and
1 made fast around her amidships and
steamed into haction,

“This 1s n polker, not an ‘oroplpe.”
shie snld presently In a volce ns sweet
ns the bo's'n's whistle pipin® nt grog
time, so 1 nxed ber parding and novl-
guted necordin’.  Well, we boxed the
compnss about twlce, when some one
ran foul o' my starboard bow and
threw me on my betn ends. My cou-
gort wis so consarned nnd bore n hand
80 prettily to haul me up that 1 quite
forgot to say what I wasagain' to to the
lubber. Next time I was goin' to dance
with her ngnin, but she teld me she
was engaged.  “Ilindeed!” sez I ns
'aughty ae a hodwmiral. Then a red-
headed swab took her In tow, and the
band steikin® up the "Keel Row"™ there
wis the two of ‘em awcaperin® away
Just lke old Mac, our second engloeer,
when he has had what he ealls "o wee
drap” on pny nights,

Soon after 1 see her sittin® fannin®
herself, while the redheaded chnp was
n-enrryin® on shameful with o girl in
pluk, so 1 tneked towards Ler nud told
her whnt 1 thought of the swab she
wig engnged to and hoffered to bash
In his beadlights. 1 thought she would
nevor stop lnoghin® as she told me she
dide't even know him nand was only
engigod to bl for the dinee. And
then 1 felt betler,

Wall, to cut the yarn short, at elght
bells 1T conveyed hier down to the ward
room to mess, and nfter that we hove
to in a conservative full of palms
nnd Howers nnd smellln' like a tropleal
bislamd. and then—well, after a very
ot engneement, in whieh 1 lhind o
bring both broadsides Into haction, my
pretty prize hanled down her flag, and
N few months lnter we slgnnled for o
sy pilot. and | towed her safe into

ars we s o, [IGTORS GEN ATTENTION

lllm: snlffed the tirkey and the other

(Contined from Page One)

Tt wng one of these after the per
formunce n@Wndrs thont ¢nme precey ogar
putting o reaveling stock company ont
of husiness In a town out (o lowa Inst
Christimug.  Thix thenter. by the way
bonsts of the only dog eritle In exist
siee, Tids comes from the fact that
f the dog doesn't Hike n show be will
start to howl, and be bis to be re
noved from the theater before the pery
‘ormance cull be continned.

Ouly o wonth before n well known
sogeort. sloger was appedring at the
Menter,  She bod ehont fplshed one
of her boest solectlons when' the dog
poked bis nose over the pudling of un
apper box and began to howl big dis
approval’ That Ied to the temporiey
banlsbiment of the dog eritle from the
thenter, But when the stock company
snme along the mionnger hetrd wbott
the dog. nud, willing to tuke a chiunee
thot the dog’s judgment of his show
wonld be fuvorable. he suggested thot
the dog be ullowed to sit by a big well,
which wis o purt of the scenic effect
In one of the uets, Just for the sake of
rei s

Now, this snme manpger had con-
cluded to give W5 company a dinner
nn the stuge after the performuonce
In the course of the play the dog was
brogght out and thed to the well
Ey lltge woant all o right ontll the

oo thlygs nt the side of the stuge,
nml without walting for the finishof
the ner e made for the food, dragglug
he “heavy roek walled well™ belind
him

This netlon on the part of the dog
eritic-netor disturhed things ;:mn:rully.

CHRIBTMAS TREE FOR BTAGE CHILDREN,

for the villnin hnd Just been nrranging
with one of his confederatea to rid
himself of the bhero of the play by toss.
ing him down the uforesnid well. The
villain, after the lnuglhter subsided, ar-
ranged his part of the plot by cancel-
ing the order to have the hero tossed
down the well and Instend to have
bim tled to a eallrond track. However,
the nudlence reftised to tnke the play
serfously after the well digappenred,
There |s probubly more renl Christ-
mns sentiment In plays that have to
earry children na n part of the produe-

these shiows there ls yannlly a Christ-
mas tree between the matinee and the
evening performaunee In whilch every
one folng In nnd mukes merry,

A hard ot Is that of the nctor who

tion than In any of the others, With ;
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CUTTERS POPULAR WITH LA GRANDERS,

.

in this city and county. Probably
many buggy boxes and axes utilized

Grande, The pieture herewith
veterinarian  and count

town aftr a professional visit to the country.
rides fully as well as anyone and he fancies grood horseflesh and drives

nothing else—witneseeth the animal pictured here.

For a period of three to six weeks cutter-riding is a real recreation

nowhere else in the coundy are so
for cutters in the wirter time as in
shows Dr. ‘P. A. Charlton, a local

stock inspector ready for the return trip to

“Doc” enjoys his cutter

vandevllle nctor on “blg time" prob-
ably hns more time to apprechite
Christmus—If Christmas really can be
apprecinted awany from bome—thian
any other because he ls usoally in. the

and un honr In the evening, and the
rest of the {lme Is his own unless the

him to go over to rome elub and en-
tertaln the goests at thelr Christmus
reception. OF course the actor doesn't
have to do this, bur if the munager 18
of nny stauiding nt all in the vaundevilie
world the netor usunlly tinds It expe-

But the mnan probably who spends
the lofiesomest Chrlstimoas of them all
{8 the poor sdvance ngent—recognlzed
on the program ag business manuger,
advance representntive or manager in
advaoce., Unless the advinee agent Is
close enough to his Lhome town to'
“Jump" for Christmons he usually gets
A genulne nttnek of the slmon pure
blues, True. the advance man who has
been on the rond for any length of

mest people he knows, but they are
people who live Ino the town, and he
usually  flnds  himself dinlng nlone
wlen the thne comes for him to'eat
hlg “Christons dlnner.”

SNAPPING THE CRANBERRY.

Dinnor Game Suggested, but Not Rec-
ommended.

This 1s a game to be played at the

Christmns tuble. When the eranberry

place o crauberry oun the -end of a
knife. holding the kulfe In the lefi

the crunberry. At the word "soup.”
glven by the hostess, the crunberry
should be snapped with the flrst fin

player has shot nway all of bis eran
berrles. The score Ik counted thus:

Hitting the hostess with a cranberry
counts one, g

Hitting grandpa counts two: grand-
mi. three: Unele Wi, foor; Uncle
Tom. five. and so on. depending on
whom the guests nnd those around thi
table nre.

A crauberry thuat poes on the Aoor I8
out of play, but one thut falls In Any
person’s lip or sticks In the balr or
onsn coat of dress enn be pleked up
|and plnyed ngnln Anybody that hits
anyvbody else squurels on the pose
connts Aty ro the lneky player's score
Thix s 0 Gizbly diverting game and
one thut wh will wnjoy, especlally the
hostess -~ New York World.

The Best Known Christmas Posm.

" UPwas the Nieht Before Christmas”
“Ahoxe  dellghtful  verses  that  will
I charm hath the old and young ax long
s there are stockings to be hung—was
written ninetvoone senes ago, Just be
fore the holldny senson, by Clement
Clark Moore. then professor of orlen:
tal Inngunzes in the New York Theo-
logleal seminnry It hng become an

happeng to he playing what Is known
as “the somll thme” around the boll-
days.  “Small time”™ contracts eall for
three shows o day, and on Christmas
day an extra one 18 usunlly ndded. A

Amerlean elassle, mnl ne Chrlstmns
dny ls complete without a reading of
this eharming lttle lyrle that bhas lived
nnd gladdened the Christwnstlde for
nearly 100 vonrs,

‘uipment.,
eers of the La Grande departmen
f fire cutos made. Chief W. A.

“at two volunteers room in the dep
n alarm comes in at night' the auto

eeds require.
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LA GRANDE FIRST IN FIRE PROTECTION.

La Grande set the pace for Enstern Oregon oltles in introducing fire
Here are shown members of the pald department mand volun-

group
enham, Assistant Chief Garrity are in
he wheel seat. The strength of the department is enhanced by the fact
artment quarters and the instant that ©

about the most advanced type

car is off with five men manning he,

ufficient in number to handle the chemicals and get water on the blaze as
! La Grande was the first Eastern Oregon town to introduce
vis method of fighting firos and the quality of the department has been
The city has n complete telegraphic alarm
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thenter but nn' hour In the afternoon

house mannger bas promlsed to “ask" |
* P U bt ot very modest.” '

dient to grant the request, |

time can usually be depended upon to !
¢ In Devonshire the Yule log swas rop.

satece Is brought on ench guest must| &

band with the right hand close bebind |

ger of the right band at the tnrget. i
The gume shill be continved until ench | &

| Rapid Progress of
rande Ronde Valldy

* 8anty and the Btork.

“Dut, daddy, {8 there really, truly
Santy ¥ s

“Well,'1 Just guness yes—a regular
corker he s too." -

“Is he nlee?”

“Is he? Well, T should say so! Isn't
be. Mary ¥

“Humph: Very nice, us Bnntas go,

“Is he handsome, dnddy 7"

“Oh, ux handsome as a pleture—
sparkling eyes, fine foreliead, beantiful
complexion—very handsome, Isno't he,
Mary ¥ 5

“Henry, It's perfectly dreadful the

wuy you decelve thaot ehild. You onght,

to be ashamod of yourself, You're set-
ting bim a terrible example,”

“Bot, dnddy, where does be llve—
away ol somewhere?”

“0Oh, yes: very. very far.,"

“Awnay off where the stork lives?"

“The s'ork! Who's been telling youn
about the stork?"

“Mammy."—Chlengo Tribune.

Cievonshire's Yulo Log.

resented hy fhe “Ashton fagot. which
was hrought In and buroed with grent
glee. The fagot was composed entirely
of nah timber, hooped ronod with nine
{ bunds, and while It burnt merrliy on
the spuclons henrth sportg awd fon
were the order of the night. For every
eriek which the bursting, of the hoops
maode the muoster of the honse wnk ex-
peeted to furnish a fresh  howl of
Iguor

I'm specting such a lot of s‘tuff.
My stocking won't be big enough,

And so beforel go to bed

I'f]l just hang mamm='s up instead.

RSy s

W

eeping Step with the ||

%

E5

2

A

=

2

SR

)

R A e R R T

e

RN

JET

o

—

Has always been our one aim. 'We were here before
any wheat was raised on the Sand Ridge; we were
here when Chief Joseph held forth at the head of
Wallowa Lake—and with each year of improvement
; we have kept step and furnished the farm machinery
4 which changed the Grande Ronde valley from a

E “‘cow’’ country to the richest agricultural section
i of the state,

. We are still at it—still keeping step with you
‘ Empire Builders—you men who ate really doing the
development work in Oregon,

Continue to make our store your home when in
La Grande.

Our wish to you is a Merry 1913 Christmas.

| The Island City
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