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shipmate, Bill
Bolthead, was
takln' a little
cruise asbore last
year we each got

' a pretty, sweet
scented note wit b
R, S. V, P. at the
bottom, request-l-

"the pleas

rrv :n, . ' "V - - - y

For a period of three to six weeks cutter-ridin- g is a real recreation
in this city and county. Probably nowhere else in the country are bo
many buggy boxes and axes utilized for cutters in the winter time as in
La Grande, The picture herewith Bhows Dr. 'P. A, Charlton, a local
veterinarian .and county stock inspector ready for the return trip try
town aftr a professional visit to the country. "Doc" enjoys his cutter
rides fully as well as anyone and he fancies good horseflesh and drives

nothing lse witnesseth the animal pictured here.

Tt wos one of these after the per
formance affairs that came pretty near
putting a traveling stock company out
of business In a town out lu Iowa lost
Christinas. This theater, by tbe way.
boasts f the only dog critic lu exist-nee-

Tlris comes from the fact that
f tbe dog doesn't like a show be will
rtiirt to howl, and he bu to be

from the theater before the per-
formance cuu be continued.

Only u month before ir well known
.oiicert singer was appearing at the
'heater. Kin hud hImiih Mulshed one
t ber best selections when the dog

poked bis uose bv.er the railing of an.
tipper box and. begun to howl his dis-

approval." That led to the temporary
banishment of the dog critic from the
theater. But when the stock company
lame along the manager heard, ubout
the dog, and. willing to tuko a chance
that the dog's Judgment of his show
would be favorable, he suggested that
the dog be allowed to sit by a big well,
which was u part of the sceule effect
In one of the acts, just for the sake of
realism.

Now. this same manager bnd con-

cluded to glvu bis company a dinner
on the stuge after the performance.
In the course of the pluy the dog was
brought .out and tied to the well

Everything n:?nt.nll right until tbe
dog sniffed the turkey and the other
pood things nt the side' of the stage,
and without waiting for the finish 'of
the net he ninde for the food, drugging
Lbe "heavy rock walled well" behind
Mm.

This action on the part of the dog
'ritlc-aeto- r disturbed things generally.

' Santy and the Stork. .

"But. . daddy. Is there really, truly
8anty?"N .,:

"Well, 1 Just guess yes a regulai
corker he Is too." "

"Is he nice?"
"Is he? Well. I should say so! Isn't

' he. Mary?"
; "Humph: Very nice, as Santas go,

but not very modest"

vaudeville actor on "big time" prolv-sbl-

has more time to appreciate
Christmas If Christmas really can he
appreciated away from home than
any other because he Is usually In. tbe
theater but un hour in tbe afternoon
and un hour in the evening, and the
rest of tbe time is his own unless the
bouse manager has promised to "ask"
him to go over to some club and en- -

ure of your company" nt a dance on

Christmas eve. Bill, who is well up
In these tilings,' told me them letters
meant "Iteply Sharp; Very Pressin'."
Bo we wrote our replies slinrp. baccept-l-

"the very pressin' hlnvltutlon." :

Well, Christmas eve came round, and
Bill nnd,, me rigged ourselves out lu

our best shore goln' togs nnd set sail
for the dunce., On rcportln ourselves
we was mustered In a big cabin like a
battleship's gun room, all titivated up
with holly and mistletoe, 'and with the
deck polished Instead of holy stoned,
and so slippery that I nearly pitched
on to my bowsprit as I went through
the hatchway. '? '"r '

"Vast heavlnV BUI," I sez. comin' to
an anchor; "this is worse than crossln'
the bay in a gale o' wind." but Bill he
kept forgln' ahead, as cool as a middy
in command of a dispatch boat, so I
slipped my cable and went on full
speed in his wnke. swcatln" like a
marine recruit goln' Into hactlon for
the first time. We was nenrly the last
aboard, for. the cabin was pretty full,
the men lookln' like restaurant; waiters
and the ladies all as smart us u cruiser
squadron In rainbow rig.-- .

Presently a fussy little chap, who I

took to be the commodore, but who
Bill Bald wus the M. Boa man. though
be didn't look as If ho knowed much
about the sen, came up and gave us

' both a pretty card with sullln' orders
on, which Bill called a program. Then
be passed the word to clear for hac-

tlon, and a band on the quarterdeck
aft struck up and the dancln' begun.

As 1 was leanln' against tbe bul-

warks the M. Sea man came up and

. "Is. he handsome, daddy?"
"Oh. as handsome as a picture-sparkl- ing

eyqs. One forehead, beautiful
complexion very handsome. Isn't be,
Mary?" '!

"Henry, It's perfectly dreadful the
,way you deceive that child. You ought
to be ashamed of yourself. You're set-

ting him a terrible exnmple."
."But, daddy, where does he live

a WRy off somewhere?" ..

"Oh. yes: very, very far."
"Away off where the stork lives?"
"The s'ork! Who's been telling you

about the stork?" ' "

"Mammy." Chicago Tribune. "

tertaln the guests at their Cbristmus
reception. Of course the actor doesn't
hare to do this, but if the munager is
of any standing at all In tbe vaudeville
world the actor usually finds It expe-
dient to grant the request

But tbe man probably who spends
the lonesoinest Christmas of them all
Is the poor advance agent recognized
on the program as business manager,
advance representative or" manager in
advance. Unless the advance agent is
close .enough to his Lome town to
''Jump" for Christmas he usually gets
a genuine attack of tbe slmon pure
blues. True, tbe advance man who has
beon on the road-fo- any length of:
time can usually be depended upon to! Devonshire's Yulo Log.

In Devonshire the Yule log wus ren- -meet people he knows, but they are.'.
people' who live In the town, and be j resented by 1 lie "Ashton fagot." which

was brought In and biirned with greatusually finds himself dining ' alone
when the time comes for him to eat
bis "Christmas dinner." ..-..-

glee. The fagot was composed entirely
of ash timber, hooped round ,wlth nine
bands, and while It burnt merrily on
the spacious hearth sports and fun
were the order of the night. For every
crack which the hursting,of the hnops
made the piaster of the house was ex-

pected to furnish a fresh bowl of.
' v

liquor.

I'm specting iauch a lot. of stuff,
My stocking won't bs big ienough,
And so before I go to bed
I'll just hang mamma's up instead.

Ir - -

ingStep with the

SNAPPING THE CRANBERRY.

Plnnor Gams Suggested, but Not Rec-

ommended.
This Is a game to be played at the

Christmas table. When tbe crnuberry
sauce Is brought on each guest must

place a crau berry ou the end of a

knife, holding the knife In tbe left
band with the light hnnd close behind
the cranberry. At the word "snap."
given by the hostess, the cranberry
should be snapped with the first fln

gor of the right hand at the target.
The game shall be continued until encb

player has shot away all of bis cran-
berries. The score Is counted thus:

Hitting the hostess with a cranberry
counts one. '

Hitting grandpa counts two; grand-
ma, three: Uncle Will, four; Uncle
Tom. five, and so on. depending on
whom the guests and those around the
table are.

A cranberry that goes on the floor Is

out of play, but one that falls lu any
person's lap or sticks In the hair or
onu coat or dress can be picked up

Rap id Progress of
CHRISTMAS TREE FOR BTAOB CIIlLDRBN. Grande Ronde Valldyfor the villain had Just been urrnnging

with nnn nf his cnnfpdorntoji to rid
Anybody tbut hitshimself of the bero of tbe play by toss- - ' n,,J Pla'"d itgulti

anybody else squarely on the nosp
counts fifty to the lucky pluyer's score.
This Is a highly diverting game and
one that ah will enjoy, especially tbe
hostess. New York World.

log blm down the aforesaid well. Tbe
villain, after tbe laughter subsided, ar-

ranged his part of tbe plot by cancel-

ing the order to have the hero tossed
dawn tbe well and Instead to have
him tied to a railroad track. However,
tbe audience refused to take tbe play
seriously after the well disappeared.

There Is probably more real Christ

4.

"I NEARLY PITCHED ON TO Ml DOWSI'BIT.'

said Kumethln' what I couldn't catch,
so I suld. "Aye. aye, sir!" and before
I knowed it he bad hlutrojulced me to
tbe smartest A1 clipper built little craft
I ever turned my searchlights on, and
somehow the next minute ber sweet
little figurehead was close to mine, and
I made fast around her umidshlps and
steamed Into hactlon.

"This Is a polker, not an 'ornplpe,"
she said presently In a voice as sweet

The Best Known Christmas Poem.'
" 'Twiis ihe t Before Christmas"
those delightful verses that willmas sentiment In plays that have to

carry children as n part of the prodne-- 1 charm both the old and young as long
Hon than In any of the others. With as there are stocking to be hiing-w- us

these shows there Is usually a Christ-
mas tree between tbe matinee and the
evening performance In which every
one Joins In nnd makes merry.

A hard lot Is that of tbe actor who

happens to be playing what Is known
as "the small time" urouud tbe holi-

days. "Small time" contracts call for
three shows n day, and on Christmas
day an extra one Is usually added. A

written iilnetv-on- e years ago. Just be-

fore the holiday season, by Clement
Clark Mo-ire- . then professor of orien-
tal languages In the New York Theo-
logical seminary. It has become an
American clnsslc. and no Christmas
day Is complete without a reading of
this charming little lyric that bus lived
and gladdened the Chrlstmastlde for
nearly 100 years.

Has always been our one aim. We were here before
any wheat was raised on the Sand Ridge; we were
here when Chief Joseph held forth at the head of
Wallowa Lake and with each year of improvement
we have kept step and furnished the farm machinerywhich changed the Grande Ronde valley from a
"cow" country to the richest agricultural section
of the state. :

We are still at it still keeping step with you
Empire Builders you men who are really doing the

"

development work in Oregon.

Continue to make our store your home when in
La Grande..

Our wish to you is a Merry 1913 Christmas.

LA GRANDE FIRST IN FIRE PROTECTION.

as the bo's'n's whistle plplu' at grog
time, so I axed ber parding and navi-

gated necordln'. Well, we boxed the
compass about twice, when some one
ran foul o' my starboard bow and
threw tue ou my beam ends. My con-

sort was so consumed and bore a band
so prettily to haul me up that I quite
forgot to say what I was agolu' to to the
lubber. Next time I was goln' to dance
with ber ngnln, but she told me she
was engaged. - "Hlndeed!" sea I as
'aughty as a bndmlrnl. Then a d

swab took her in tow, and the
band strikln up the "Keel Row" thero
was the two of 'em away
Just like old Mac, our second engineer,
when he has had what be callB "a wee
drap" ou pay nights.

Soon after I see her stttin' fnnuln'
herself, while the redheaded chap was

on shameful with .a girl in

pink, so 1 tacked towards her and told
her what I thought of tbe swab she
wus engaged to and liotfcred to bash
In bis headlights. I thought she would
never stop liiugbln' as she told me she
didn't even know him nnd was only
engaged to hlra for the dance. And
then I felt belter.

Well, to cut the yarn short, at eight
bells I conveyed her down to tbe ward
room to mess, and nfter that we hove
to In a conservative full of palms
and flowers and smelllu' like a tropical
blsland. and then well, after a very
hot engagement In which I hnd tn
bring both broadsides Into bocilon, my
pretty prize hauled down her flag, and
it few months later we signaled for a

sky pilot, and I towed her safe lnt

he Island City
M. & M.

La Grande set the pace for Eastern Oregon cities in introducing: fire
equipment Here are shown members of ths paid department ind volun-ee- rs

of the La Grande department grouped about the most advanced type.f fire tutos made. Chief W. A. Benham, Assistant Chief Garrity are in
he wheel seat The strength of the department is enhanced by the factat two volunteers room in the department quarters and the instant that
"J11?"" conies in at night the auto car is off with five men manning hei,ffflcient in number to handle the chemicals and get water on the blaze aseeds require. La Grande was the first Eastern Oregon town to introduce
Ms method of fighting fircR and the quality of the department has been
''OWIncr nnft Or mnnthWr TV. ! 1 . i . -
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