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PUBLIC SERVICE AS A PROFES-

" A recent news item from Los An-

significant as indicating a trend of
ideas which would have been un-
thought of a few years ago. This
was a suggestion appended to the re-
port of the Budget Committee of that
city that a course in public service
be given in the high school.

The significance of this lies in the
fact that the offering in a public
school of & course in & special branch
indicates that there is believed to be
an opening for the adoption of this
particular branch as a life work,
Probably nothing has done more to-
ward' preventing efficlency”in public
gervice than the general feeling
among both public and officials that
such service will, aa a matter of
course, be taken up by them for only
a year or two, when the official will
return to his private businoss, to
which in the meantime he has neces-
sarily been ‘called upon to devote a
part of his ‘time and energies. We
have pretty generally reached the
point where we appreciate that cer-
tain city positions can be satisfactor-

yesterday, - He: haa been appointed 0.
a fat office in the east by the Demo-
cratic administration but when asked
where his home was he informed the
Baker newspapers that he would al-
ways vote in Oregon,

to hold the same office is quite com-
mon but is a survival of the dark ages
ofithe spoils system which will soon,
we hope, be’ recognized as an anach-
ronism. We hope to see the day when
city employees of all grades, includ-

{ing the city manager or whatever of-
ficial may exegrcise his function, shall

sbility and past record in similar pos,
sitions in the same or other cities, and

fession of municipal service as & per-
manent one, devoting their undivided

do to law or medicine. Until that day
arrives it will be absurd ‘th expect the
highest possible efficioncy in muniei-

pal service,

HE KNOWS.

- —

An article from the pen of J. B.
Stoddard, former mayor of La Grande
in last evening's issue of the Ob-
server, plainly told of the benefits to
be.derived from a commission form
of government. Mr. Stoddard, when
serving as mayor of ‘La Grande, rec-
ommended a form of government sim-
flar to the one mow proposed. He
saw the lost motion in city affairs,
saw the impossibility of attaching re-
sponsibility and recognized the al-
most impossible task of correcting ex-
isting shortcomings without changing
the method of doing business from a
free-for-all manner to a straightfor-
ward businesa-like method,

One thing he mentioned in his com-
munication last evening shogld sink
déeply into the minds of every tax-
payer. Here it is a8 he wrote it:

“Do you know that if the ety was
not & monopoly and had not the tax-
Ing power it could not run business at
all in competition with eny private
conecern.”

The Evening Observer 'dispassion-
ately submits this one paragraph to
the people asking that it be digested
thoroughly. We know the statement
contained therein ia true, and every

ily filled only by those who have tech-

' mical training along those lines, such

a8 city engini\’s, superintendents of |
lighting 'planta, ete,, but even so, the |
engineer is frequently drawn from a
railroad corps with a vague idea that
his previous experience has fitted him
for deaigning sewers and laying pave-
ments, '

It would seem to be almost self-
evident that satis factory efficiency in
any department of public service,
whethier it be supervising roadway
construction or managing municipal |
finances, can be obtained only when|
delegated to men who are not only of
more than average intelligence, but
who also have made a life study of
the particular branch in question. It
has too long been a popular idea that
public office is to be considered in the
nature of a reward or privilege and
not, as any other service, rendered

voter should try and ascertain for him-
gelf the truthfulness of it. Keep in
mind that it was uttered by a man
who knows exactly what he is talking
about for he has been through the
ordeal of serving La Grande as mayor.
During his administration there were
'$7,000 more recorded in paid warranta
than in issued warrants, and with that
showing he still maintaing it is im-

e to run a municipality along
economical lines under the
form of government.

posed commission charter.
——————
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Organized

"JIREIUNITED STATES POSTA

DESIGNATED DEPOSITORY OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT,

in 1887,

L BAVINGS DEPOSITORY.

Capial ......... «.oiiss $100,000.00
Surplus .........0 c.iiens $135.000.00
Tetal Resources .,..... $1,000,080.00

Y Wa respectiully solicit your

TSI T ™ '."-'." ~rrir ™ ' R it ai=n =y, b

For twenty-six years, in all kinds of financial weather, we have
successfully catered to the monetary wants ef the people
Grande and the Grande Ronde Valley.

La Grande National Bank

" La Grande, Oregen

of La

businese,

be selected with sole view to their
efficiency in filling the position, no
question being asked as to their pol-
$4.00 | itics or whether they, are citizen of
the city or state, but only as to their

when able men will take up the pro-

energies to the study of this as others

present

The one paragraph quoted 'above
from Mr. Stoddard should be suffic.|
jent evidence to insure the passage
and permanent adoption of the pro-

New York, you may have noticed,
was not represented at the Confer-
ence of Governors.—5St. Louia Repub-

==

This is amusing when it is remem-
bered that Judge King once left Ore-
gon, removed to Walla Walla, open-
ed a law office and decided he would
live on the other side of the state
line. Suddenly there was a vacancy
on the supreme bench and Chamber-
lain: who was then gavernor, sppoint-
ed King to the place. It was in the
nickjof time and the judge at once
gave out an interview showing plainly
that he was in Walls Walla only for
& short time and that Oregon was his
home. ¥
He is one of the shrewdest of shrewd
public men and he will never pbe
caught again in the Walla Walla po-
sition, hence he announces very em-
1 phatically that'hé 1a an Oregonian all
the tims, : |
S ————— !
Judge Knowles and Judge Morrow
are to trade benches for a ghort time,
This will put Judge Knowles in the
Multnomah court house which is a
magple palace. But good, healthy jus-
tice can be dispensed from the old
wooden bench just as well as from
marble walls, as each of these emi-
nent judges will prove beyond ques-
tion.

According to Warren Chandler, and
he knows, there are more money get-
ting ateers roaming around Imnaha
than some imagine. In fact, he says,
the high grade pay streak of the moun-
tains nowadays {s the steer which com-
mand all the way from $680 to $90 a
head,

PENUNS 00

The grangers of Union county will
hold their annual fair at Blue Moun-
tain Grange hall on the 26th'and 27th
of September, and on Saturday, the

TN
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. Don’t Fail to Visit the

TOMORROW ONLY

i You can select from America’s Finest
Fur Line and have the advantage
.. of choosing from the Newest
Styles of the Season.

Remember -- ONE DAY ONLY-- Thursday, Sept. 25th

s
7.4
!

i
;

Pure Fur Show

'ON DISPLAY IN MILLINERY DEPT.

27th,. the county grange will be held
at this place. The principal object of
this fair is to encourage, or interest
the young people in agricilture -
Anyone wishing to give a special
prize may make it known to C. D.
Huffman, W. M., or Mrs..C. E. Gol-
den, secretary. It will be thankfully
received. The prize list isz

_ Mra, E. E. Grout, best display of ap-
ples, $1.00

C. D. Huffman, best display of grain
$1.00.

Mrs, W, F, Gekeler, best cake, $1.00.
Eatheryn Gekeler, second bést cake,

box home made candy. :

Mrs. C. D. Huffman, best potato
bread, $1.00, . g

Mra, 8, B,Williamaon, best loaf light
bread, $1.980.

" M. L. Carter, best display potatoes,
$1.00. '
J. W. Ingram, best display vggeta-
bles by child under 14 years.of age,
$1.00. ;
J. K. Lantz, best display fresh fruit,
pair White Leghorn chickens.
Mra, W. F. Gekeler, best display of
canned fruit, trio of chickens.
Mrs, Georgia Gasset, best pie, 60
cents.
N. Daron, best display of jelly, 50
cents.
Mrs. N. Darron, best display of as-
ters, 50 cents.
D. A. McAlister, best head of c¢ab-
bage, 60 cents.
W. F. Gekeler, best display vegeta-
bles, honey worth §1.00.
P. H. Dickinson, best pumpkin pie,
box of pears.
Mrs. L. A, Smyth, best piece of em-
broidery, $1.00.
Mrs. Mabel Anson, second besi em-
broidery, 50 cents,
Mrs. J. A. Holman, best white apron,
hand made, 50 cents.
Mrs, Addie Grout, best piece quilt,
60 cents.
Willard Couch, best roll of butter,
$1.00,
Mys. Minnie Couch, best darning
and mending by girl, $1.00.
A. P. Davis, offers a prize of $1.00
for best answers to the following:
" The best plan for a farmer's garden,

and anawers to questions pertaining to

Tlle_ Reliskeltle Kird

the growing of same, by child under
14 years of age.

0f Soda -

is the kind we serve from our foumn-
tains—cool, cheering, thirst-appeas.
ing. The first drop and the last are
equally pure and tempting—perfectly
deficious., 'Flavored to sut all tastes
snd fancies, and just enough ice cream
to make it positively refreshing at all
hours. This ia the healthiest drink
one can take in the summer time and
likewise the most economleal.

yoao 'S
/ SWEET,

La Grande.

Phone, Red 8931.

The Designer of the "AMERICAN
QUEEN CORSET" is recognized as
the foremost artist in the country.
This Corset is correct in its minutest
detail. A Phone Call or postal will
get you a demonstration.

The only strictly madesto-measure
or tailored corset in La Grande.

MRS. 0. CALHOUN-COMBS.
Corsetiere.
Phone Black 1971 1503 Seventh St.
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_li_'.guigped to ‘S_erve'

French Dry Cleaning

WE CLEAN

Suits
Dresses
Silks
Laces

Feathers
Ete.

_A REAL EXPERT IN CHARGE

Incidentatly, We have the only Complete Dry
Cleaning Plant between Boise and Pmm. g
Parcel Post shipments given special attention.

Cherry’s}New Laundry, Inc.

GEO, GILBERT, Manager.

IS IT PURE-PLENTIFUL-DEPENDAD LE-ECOMOMICALY?

Bupply your home with all the pure, clear
c ' « sparkll
-—rﬁn.-d from well or spring, by the Perry gaium?z!‘?:‘rn{:r“tneokd
to collect slime, mud or rust, Compressed oir delivers fresh rov
under the pressure and in quantities you need Au{:s t:mt“
economical in’ operation, easily installed, Water left inm:elf—tll
you need it—then drawn fresh, 5

Call and Get Copy of the Perry Book y

onlet.us send it to you. We abow
this up-to-date system of u-nt‘:rmlur“ “ t'i'ugh';llrn ‘llel: mﬂ:uf

adnnl.l:lru than any other—is fust w

Read the advertisements tee.

: t need,
far dribking, kitchen, lausdry, mym”“-.-mnd'm f:.",’,?‘m'"u"
reRmMERY, -
BAY & ZW,
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