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fIORS OF ARSON CURRENT
BUT VAGUE.

Loss Unofficially Estimated at
Over $400,000.
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amber to the value of about $400,-

*almer Mill Yards

NORMOUS LOSS AND
GREATDANGERTOMILL
| CAUSED BY THE BLAZE
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FIREMEN:IN
DAVGER 0N

IRE “SPOUTS"
CARRY TORCHES

VAST CONCOURSE OF I’EOPLE[I!61‘ CO!“I';EE D SANDWI
: L »n ’ AND SANDWICHES
AWED BY PHENOMENA. RECOUP LOST STRENGYTH,

Baker Sees Reflection of Fire—Hills
Lighted Up for Miles,

— - ’

Few. Men Hurt But All Fighters Suf-
fer Great Hardships.
-

—according to unofficial estimates
ps completely destroyed last night|
fire of unknown origin, when
eorge Palmer Lumber compan_y‘
s were completely leveled to an!
jeap. The sawmill, drysheds and
fing mill were saved with the
test difficulty and with the aid
¢ fortunate turn of the wind, for
fvery wind that swept the blaze ov-
he yard in thréé diffavent directions
m the starting place, turit¢d when
Emill seemed doomed, and helped'
Ffire departments fight back the
ges of fire, There is some insur-'

The fire was diggovered about §:00
fock and in lesd than an hour the
it field of high lunibar piles was a!
ring furnace and the planing mill
sawmill put in great danger, The
lion dollar plant was in extrenie |
iger for hours. The fire started
Bin some reason unknown, but hav-
b many earmarks of arson, in the
hwestern corner of the yard, far
ote from electric wires or sparks

the boilers. It is reported that

it to investigate what appeared
be a smoldering fire, but it is also !
i that employes in the slaughter
bse nearby had seen the fire and
o giving an alarm. In any event’
he shots were fired and the wateh-
In believes they were aimed at him
pre is no tangible clue to the nriL‘_i
if natural. or to the arsens, if in-
jdiarism was at the hottom of
Lany event there is searcely Tumber
sugh left to huild a fair sized house
ay, and the fire is =till burning
with the mill protected. l
KVhen the flames had worked north.
rd toward the planing mill it ap-
red ‘that department was doomed
i if it were, then the main offica
uld go and furniture and records
re hastily removed from the of-
e to box cars but many papers were
httered and lost and most of the
iture ruined. The most valuahle
pers were in the fireproof safe
perintendent. Bollons, of the. 0.-W.
pk personal charge of the assistance
at the switch engine crew could
e,
Thousands of people were hanked i
ure places to watch the .:prr_-:;r!_n
fire, Huge sparks were carried
r the plaining mill to some Chin- |
e quarters on the Hanley place and
arn was burned up there.
The hlaze was halted in it3 progress
en the planing mill was heing set
ire in numerous places and firemen,
pra playing water on the entire roof
great inconvenience, but no soon-
than that had been done the main
i1l was put in the path of the con-
B ration by a change in the divec-
bn of ‘the wind, and there the fire-
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(Continved on Page 4)

Fire spouts caused by the atmos<;  Volunteer and paid firemen flivted
phevic conditions similar to those that' with death, risked their lives
establiish whirlwinds

and
were frequent; fought the terrific heat until xhaust-
occurrences last night while the Pal-|ed. Shortly a
mer mili yard fire was at its
The furnace heat in

fter midnight the watdys
‘ hetght.ls_oakgd. fuce burned and back-scorch
e : t.h“ piles: of im'n--j tiifighters were served with coffee and
_"-1’* crented air suction and pockets' sandwiches under the personal direc-
lh‘af formed [ferfe\:t .-;h::p_efi cyllndul'sl tion of George Palmer and M. B Don-
4:1 111'}- E’har,_-..-nor. pm-prtldwu!arly i‘ﬂtf)luhu[&_ With Palmer mill employes= sent
the air for fully a hundred feet, “__ﬂ“i" to the posts of the firemen to do relief
and time 1’f:.:;|.in. So fierce was this| duty, the wornout toilers gathered in
upward spiral th
tions of lumber piles were lifted up hours before had been order and de-
dtraight by the suction and when hoist- corum and where then raged chaos.
ed higl, would be caught by a cross The hot coffee was gulped down and
current of élr. It was this peculiar more coffee and sandwithes bLroughi

at planks and por- the main company office, whers a few|

Swe

pt Out By

President Wiisnn Snapped at

phenomenon thal halped spread the from the boarding house and for two
fivg with such great rapidity. While hours My Palmer and Mr. Donohue fed
standing straight up out ¢f the sea of the hungry and exhausted men.
fire for an instant, the cylindéf af fire! Throughout the struggle the men|
would be broken by, the draft of ¢i6ss suffered much pain and discomfort!
current and separated into sections!from heat and smoke, but at twa pul'-i
that sailed—remaining pul‘pel:diculal"i ticular occasions the men were fuce to|
—with the wind only to soon drop on a' face with sericus danger.

fresh pile of lumber instantly ignitin'.:l When the fire'had leaped narthward
V€ new territory.
people who saw the queer freaks of«their stand in a cross alley running
fire that appear only in the great con-[east and went through the yard. The|

The thousands of at great rapidity the firemen made]

were the great danger scources. These | png out one by one when abou?’ to givel
pillars of fire would shoot up at fre-| under, until the handful was left to do|
quent intervals and ‘at first awed the the fighting. They fought a hopoeless
fighters, to many of them she peculiar fight for the flames shot over their
of were novel and en. heads and drove them away. Once
tively new across the lane, the swath down the'
Surrounding Hills Aflame. center of the yard rapidly extended
Aside from the tragic feature, there from end to end, and much hose, princi-
v side issues for the crowds| pally owned by the Palmer people, but!
to marvel at. The mountains were some city material, had heen left in |
lighted up as bright as glaring sun-|the lanes, where the firemen weral
light by the fire—lighted up far back | forced to run for their lives
inn the dark recesses and miles away Few Men Hurt,
eratesqie shadows were caused to play Aside from the scorched arms
At Baker the illumination was plainly | blood-shot eyes and stiffness from an
visible. In the valley the great mass all-night fight, only a few were hurt.
of fire was watched from many towns Dan Tanner was struck in the eye by a
and such families in La Grande prop- spark early in the evening and it was
or as did not go to the scene of the not until friends discovered his suf.
watched fering that he would give in and be
many instances, from their homes taken to the city for treatment. Cnun-f
:-‘--:'.'vml auto parties went up river cilman I .D Haisten, chairman of the'
low prominences from, fire and police committee took Mr

traits the fire

& ma

|
|
|

it until midnight, ir

fire

|
|

and scaled
where to better watch the quarter-mile

square of white heat.

SULLEN TONE RUNS THROUGH
STRIKING MINING DISTRICTS

|
Calumet, July 28.—With the miners strikebreaker, says that he has 54
the non-union miners working at Han

sullen over the desperate attempts of : :
the operators to re-open the mines, the cock and could rush 3000 here in tuoll

strike s™uation here is little improv- days.

od, The leaders apparently are de-! The m.;lluamen caught three men
srmined to conduct the strike peace. approaching the Isle Royal pahwu.r
ably, but it is feared that th-}' wilbl house. They were arrested after :,.{‘..
o control the foreigners
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Photo copyright, 1913, by American Presas Assoclation,

RESIDENT WILSON Is here seen as he appeated when snappbd at the
summer Whits House near Cornlsh, N. . He took a week off afe
his visit to Gettysburg and forgot all about his troubles at Washiogton
whlle e played golf and motored about the DecksUire hills  His fm

| flagrations, marveled at the pherome-| heat was awful but the men stood at{ Iy haid préceded him to Harlnkenden, which Winston Churebdll, the novellst
‘watchman was shot at when hel,, 1,4 ¢he firemen cursed them. They | their posts, non-department men drop-, wased to the prestilent for the summer. ‘The president was sented on the aw

step of the front poreoh of the mausion when this picture vos wken. The rest
id him good, aod e plonned o spend week ends with by tamibly, realiziog
that b semsiog all summer

oo el HElgisiy <ty

INTERVENTION  WILSON THINKS
aILL AEMOTE GOAST o CLEAR

SOBER VIEW OF MEXICO STATUS | HAS NO FAULT TO FIND WITH
GIVEN. CURRENCY BILIL.
Staff Correspondent Outlines What Is
Real Situation.

Mulhall Will Conclude Dircet Testi-
mony This Alternoon,

Washington, July 28.—The belicf
that the administration currency bill
| will be reported by the house bank-
|ing committee practically as framed,
is held by the president. He made it

By JOHN E. NEVIN.
(Staff correspondent for the Unit
ed Press.)
Washington, July 28 -—There is no
more necessity for Mexican interven-

tion today than there was a month clear to callers today the measurs
agro The‘«ituatinn ic ':r'rir;us but m,t{wnuld ot be imaterinily altered: and

14t | that all differences in the committee
b Pt | will be reconcilinted.

It is stated from official sources | Mulhall h oreiredid his Fri
that the president believes that mueh| MY BULHAY TOCOVerOy LU ‘ls e
of the present agitation is due to !h'f}' 2 hr!mkllfl“"l:l &nd it is ?rl":'h‘ll h."
newspaper manipulation that certain Will conelude direct examination this
newspapers and persons who have rel- afternoon. Attorneys for the manu-

facturers are expected to start ey 3

stivediin ekl | axaminaton tomorrow through written
Fe stated authoritatively that g -
It can be stated a irita ¥ L aaetionn

the Presia.!i-nt il}tﬂnfis to f'ont.imm" I..hu The house held a three-minute ses-
Mexican investigations in a bi ] o

brotherly” fashion, which has not yet‘”"'" today.
considered the “force of arms." American Winsg Davis Cup.

It is understood that the president, Wimbeldon, July 28-—Maurice Me-
iz not pessimistic as to the result. At Loughlin, the Américan tennis st
executive offices it is reported that took th o #'-aight sets in the tennis
the president is considering a dual singles t C. P. Dixon of Eng-
land toc
i inte
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Afternvun of Sport All That

Meon,

on the outskirts of La Grande

torevels  endurance

ternoon. It was a sensational

Lidke and was expected to win,

tario, making a marvelous rice
und pulling in second.

to finish with six minutes of each
er in 80 long a race. Hollister's

was riding the smallest powered

pensive repairs, one machine

J. M. Kohl entered but didn’t
It wus an immense aflternoon,

ENTRY,
LONTEST

STEADY PLUGGING AND NO MA-
CHINE TROUBLE WAS HIS

CAOND ATTENDS

Promised _Ravers in Several Ine
-«stances Meet With Trouble Rul om
the Whole Race a Great Success and

Free From Serious Accidents to (he

Flashing by Walker, of Pendleton,

having been second in place for miles,
Tracey Hollister of La Grande, last
evering dashed across the finish line
on & 6 horse power Flying Merkel &
winning by two minutes in the mo-
race yesterday
from La Grande to Baker yesterday af-

and brought the immense audience in
the grandstand to its feet with shouts
of joy for the Pendleton entry had
maintained a tenacious lead into Hok

mean, who were leaders after leaving
Union on the going trip, were materis
lu]]y delayed hetween Hot Lake and La
Grande .and Walker's delay was so
serious that he was forced down to
third bedt running time, Olson of On-

Sieg of Baker,
missed third best time by a fraction
of a minute and made the fourth racee

derful performance was made all the
greater hy reagon of the fact that he

chine in the bateh of eleven starters,
Several men were bruoised up but ne
serious injury incurred, and several
muachines are in the hospital for exs

cially, that ridden by Howard Geddes,

of La Grande;, bieing bodly dane up.

crowd in La Grande was the largest
that has gathered at the fair grounds
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FIVE THOUSAND TRAINMEN
THREATENING STRIKE

Situation Is Merkey.

The

days.

the steam road employes.

FRISCO LABOR
GTATUS SILENT

Pending Conference Withheld, and the

San Franeciseo, July 28.—The pende
ing conferences with the officials of
| the Southern Pacific, as a result of
5000 employes agreding on a strileey
i heing withheld It is said that the
meeting will be held in about three
strike vote followed &
disagreement regarding the status of
' tha employes on the electrified lines,
]
by winning the Dav-' who ask the same wages as those pald
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