
make Tammany do a tittle blushingTHE OBSERVER KEPT AN EYE ON THE HOUSE. MARRIAGE BY PROXY.THE UMBRELLA. ""
H Antiquity and Ms Introduction Into

English Writings.
Umbrellas were first iiand la a conn

try where Ibe Intensity of the llgl't
aud beat reudered a shade almoal In

disiwumible. and discoveries at Nine
veb show Hist I hey were carried lie
for lite king in Uuw of peacn and
aouietlnn ta war.

Id PU 'I'liiHimx Cnryat traveled In

Italy ami wrote. "The iwople do nrr
umbrelliis- - Unit is. tlnnuM that inlniKlei
sbiiilow unto theiu for ohelter againxi
tbe Hi'oD'hlng ot the sun"
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GEXEHAL API'KECIATIOH IS EX.,
PRESSED.

The many nice things said about
Tke Observer's Christmas number
makes the management and everyone
connected with issuing the paper feel
well repaid for tbe hard work used
in bringing out tbe edition.
containing a reaime of tbe affairs of
La Grande and Union county for the
past year. '

We are glad to be able to record
Ue remarkable advancement, to be
able to have issued such a newspa-pr- e,

and tbe entire force is greatly
pleased with the splendid apprecia-
tive expressed by all.

TOE SPLB1T WAS HKU.

Tbe Christmas spirit prevailed yes
terday in Us very best and pure qual-

ity. Everyone quit work and enjoyed
tke day. It was Christmas day in La
Grande. Apparently tbe whole city
was of one idea to have a good time
and make others happy.

This seutlment was very pronounc-
ed In every quarter and In the after-
noon the Elks gave it a beautiful cli-

max with a magnificent Christmas
tree for all children who desired to
attend and there were a multitude!
of them there and each child car-

ried home a present with the compli-
ment of the Elks' order. This was
only one of the things done by the
B. P. O. E. during the holidays an-

other and probably more important
one, was tbe charity extended In the
way of an excellent Christmas din-

ner and other material things given
where needed by this order.

All secret orders and churches did
their part to make this the greatest
Christies time La Grande bas ever
experience,

i ..

tllttlMTMl OX EMJIXES.

Tbkt Curious Cerosnsny la a
Dutch Institution.

Borne time ago a Boer ta Pretoria
was married to a girl In Amsterdam, In

Holland, the ceremony constituting
what Ue Dutch eal handMbooa, or !

glove marrtage.
In spite of tbe fart that a distant at

6,000 miles lay between tba brtds ta
tbe Netherlands and tb bridegroom
In the Transvaal they were Just as ef-

fectually married uuder the Dutch law
as If both hud been present la tbe
same church

The bridegroom sent to bis friend, or
best man, lu Amsterdam a power of
attorney to represent bim as bis proxy
at tbe ceremony und at the same time
forwarded his glove, which at the
proper momeut when the two were
made one, was beld by both tb bride
and tbe proxy.

Tbe wedding was duly registered at
Amsterdam and at Pretoria, where tbe
bridegroom died an affidavit with tbe
landurost or maglNtrate.

This curious form of marriage is a
ntih.1 rkntfh InutltfiHnn thA ftlfltnmr . ,,.. ,. , ,h irt

times of Dutcb-Batavla- ml. It ia.

however, a dead letter In tbe Trans-
vaal since tbe English took over that
colony. New York Presa.

Aftsr the Deluge.
She bad just returned from her first

trip to Europe and everyDody waa

given an opixirtonity to know about it
On by one they gently extricated
themselves but at last sbe found s si-

lent youth in a corner' wbo proved to
be an attentive listener. To him she
rhapsodized on the beanty of life
"abroad." aud especially in England.
It is difficult, however, for tba most
enthusiastic tourist to exlxt long with-
out eliciting from an auditor some ex-

pression of wouder or applause, so abe
sought to break ber listeners respect-
ful silence even at tbe expense of los-

ing a little time bentelf. "Were you
ever in England?" she asked.

"Yea." be said modestly. "I was born
1 am thirty-si- x years old. I

?,V Vved there until 1 came to America
three months ago If you can tell me

anything about America I should be
awfully glad, as 1 wish to learn all I

ran." New York Press.

gries in Shooting Affray.
Seattle, Wash., Dec. 26. Morton

Freeman and his wife created a sen-

sation today when they began firing
al one another from behind telegraph
poles. The Btreets were crowded
with spectators bue no one was hurt.
The shooting was the result of a
quarrel.

i. ome original genius among ttie

Several week before tbe leglsla- -
ture meet we find Senator Dan Hi-larke-y

laying hli wire for election
as president of tbe ten ate. Likewise
C, N. McArtbur la pulling for apeaker
it the bona, la tbe latter case there
is good reason to Relieve be was
forced In at tbe early stage because of
the activity of .Malarkey. Both these
men are from Multnomah county
county that already has one-fift- h tbe
voting strength of the legislature. If
successful this gives Multnomah not

'only its one-fift- h voting streugili. but
arms it with the power that accoru

panics the leadership of each, branch
of the state legislature. In other
words, Portland and Multnomah
county will hue nothing to do but
ask and receive what they want.

And on top of this almost unheard
of transaction comes tbe announce'
menl that Malarkey, McArthur and
Governor West have had a caucus de-

ciding just how they will proceed
with the busness of thle omli:g ss
slon. Then why is It necessary for
the legislature to convene at all? Why
not rum the whole matter over to
Malarkey, McArthur and tbe gover
nor. llf they are going to dictate the
procedure, going through the formal'
(ties of electing senators and repre
resentativea from Eastern Oegon Is

entirely superfluous and unnecessary.
We believe the people of Oregon

are against such slate
metbods, and we preier to jgree with
Senator Lair Thompson of Lakevlew
who vehemently denounces such po
litical transactions.

Legislatures have In the past made
themselves obnoxious to the rank and
file of the people by their
method: , but to our knowledge they
never stacked the cards so caily In
the game, practically serving notice
on every senator and representative
who was not In the deal that the
slate was made and the program out-

lined.

THE ROrXDIT.
At the Roundup ain't it true,
Wild and woolly lint-karo-

l.Moiinta a bronco Just for luck
Then he hollers "Lct-e- r Buck"
Benny Corbett. there he stands
And spina a rope to beat the baud
Brlsco Vernon and Freddy Spain
Bulldogs eteers. by might and main.
Snaps and spurs and lariat
Something doing now, you bet.
Next Lou Miner takes the reins
And yanks the belt from Johnny

Spain.
H'irik and Jory Jack
Makes the fellers clear the track
TMding ihigh with aimrs and quirt.
Thert a cowiboy hits the dirt.
Vow the Houndup it Is done
You bt we bad a pile of fun,
But I bid 'U one and all
Ti bring yotif bronr; c"llle "cxt

Ropers, hitlers, short aili) tall
... . ...L .U 1 ii

IT win ue toe oem ui an.
By Eugene A, Rouoh, La Granu?.

A BATTLE IN JHE SEA.

Wanton Slaughter Wteen Bluefish and !

Menhaden Meet.
Vld you. Peer See UluellsU charge a

school of meuluideu at sea?. That Is
voinetul'iK north seeing. The ttluetlxh
'.lirow their lines forward until ttiey al-

most surround the menhaden, and U'ey
Mlui k tliem hunk and rear. The men
lunleii fairly make the water boll In

Ijit'lt efforts to esciipe, while all around
liic enemy U al lliem tearing releut-
less if . '

L" nil this commotion comes i

ureal
i

siuir
. It s a picnic for the sliark.

of montiRd-- u all herded up for I

. . , r
i.. :,.(.; ir.jZ7 hem. opens Us m'outb and

t,.U, In IHf ? a..xc. si a !

8,T li around and bites 6ul
half a down more frum the school, it
........... l....ir ..... MfVfirt
gvuii.-- j it". it

tint the rntVlhmtun are iiftt nearly as ,

much 'dlMWlird ty thavresence of tne
monSict swliutnlug about among them

s tbey nre t.y the charging blueflsh.
The stiark taKes nan a ...ru ...u,

- . ...... . , . itlai.ttlun mn .more at a one, wun- - tnc Uiutn-vv- ...j

bites a piece out ol a single tlsh, but
there Is only one shark, while there
may be thousands of Oluetlsh plunging
and tearing Im essantly and killing and

maiming at every stroke.
The shark's a trute. tint under such

Circumstances ttiu iiieiiunueu re

of fear than they have of contempt for
Wm.

'

Tombetone Inscriptions.
Three ot the commonest tombstone

Inscriptions are "In tbe midst of life
we nre In death." "His end was peace,"
"He tenier the wttil to the shorn
Ismb" I '"' s, o'iiiii'!)t uacb ta com

forting iitiil i uiiiiiiu.j, but none
Conice from the lilhle.

Nature. Spectacle.
Manv birds are provided with

natural spectacles, a transparent mem
brane called the third eyelid. This
third eyelid wheu not la use lies folded .

in the Inner corner of the eye. Two
musi'es work It spreading It over
tbe cornea or folding it op ulthIu luHch ,

MtM ..!... Ol - 111,,., M II, ,111 ,'ltll l.llt OH

or take off his I- .- Itt.i fr us,
thlrtl eyelid the ragie t k ;

at tbe ami. The m IihI r In- -

killgs of it- - l.ari:i Hait- i- "
ttrstis nrtintiiH. It is :in ilitt

Us eyes pa'i- - nitc ur,- iliatvo t tie
bsve exnittv flu Mppeiiunn e nf a sn'

I

f goggles

A Neighborly Art That Results In a
Comedy of Errors.

A gentleman and his wife occupying
a villa in a Londoq subarb asked a

iipilihlHir to "keep aa eye on tbe place'
while they were away oa their an
nnal bullduy. Tbe neighbor consented
and oa tbe Or night of his raretak
Ing aotlceu a light In tbe bedroom ot
tbe presumably unoccupied bouse aod
saw the light extinguished.

li a IMillreuiail. the
nelghlxir iiiinle a fnr'-ilil- e cut ru nee
through the scullery iviinlow. and quiet
ly the two iiii-i- i iniiile their way to the
lietlrooiu The hciit of the cousta tile's
bullse.ve dl limed the Mend of 11 man
In bed. and the iHiiiceiuuu promptly
drew Ms triiui lnxiu

As promptly the occupant of the bed
prang mil. and a riesperute struggle

begau. Simultaneously a lady dashed
across the room shrieking, threw open
tb window and at considerable peril
clambered nut A second constable,
passing at tbe moment, concluded that
the lady was bent on suicide aud, en
tering the front garden, beld himself
iu readiness to catcb tb woman, wbo
appeared to be a bo at o fling herself to
ue BTOBDO.

Tbe neighbor, however, dragged tbe
lady back Into tbe room, and then the
truth began to asaert Itself. Tbe cap
tared Invader of tbe empty boose and
tbe escaping lady were tbe occupant
and Ills wife, who bad suddenly cbnng
ed their holiday arrangements without
Informing their too vigilant neighbor.
London tilole.

FRENCH ZOUAVES.

Thes Fighters Won Their Greatest
Fame In the Crimea.

One of tbe most Interesting class ol
soidlerx of modern times has been the
French corps called the zouaves. This
body of during and picturesquely at
tired lighters reached the heights ot
Its reputation during the Crimean war

The zouave corps at that time was
supposed to consist of Frenchmen. It
was. however, quite international.
since many daring young foreigner
bad Joined it. and It was known to In
elude In Its ranks men from Oxford.
Uottingeo and other univerxlties It l

probable that a majority of Its members
were lu It more for love of llghtlus
than for any love of country.

It Is not strange, therefore, that its
fame as a Oghiing body should have
spread throughout the world. Wheu
our war between the states broke oul
several corps of zouaves, wearing the
glittering oriental uniforms of tbe
French corps or a modification of them
were formed on both sides. On tb
Du'on side the bet known was that
coi.s commauded by Elmer Ellsworth, j
a young officer from New fork and
tut? urpi Kineu ou me union Blue, in
tbe Confederacy the most famous corns
of zouave was that called tbe "Lou
isiana Tigers."

While In American military life the j

nouave uniform has practically disap- -

neared. In Krnnce the zouave name
and TUiiforui .till surrive.-Barpe- r'a

eeaiy. :

The fluisrf fcameleon.

There Ix nothing In tbj ,
duce a, cJmniClBua. U WM vo ihf '

auglitcxt Upparent Interest In its sur
roundup unless It be the sight ot
what it considers a toothsome insect I

The cbutuflcou's method of taking Its

prey Is very curious, being effected by
shooting out au enormously long,
wormlike tongue, the end of which ir
clubbed and covered with a viscid se
crelion, to which the Insects stick ana
are thus drawn Into Its mouth. Tbe ac-

tual projection of the tougue is made
with niarveloiix rntiiilttv. The eves of
the chameleon. are

, very,. curious They
.

are very uirge. t.ui. wiui tue excepuoo
of a small opening in the center, are

ixoveml with skin. They arc, also en
V&T of ea Other. XVltb

the U,af sh, ,a Uj
, h, ttea

,,K,K,UK. ,t u ., .. ....... - - - - - - -

lYitvtitly watching Soiwthing directly
lu.hli.il 1L

T Strong
yonw'm from the west rTio

ll(lnlltu.J t(, ,h1 ,.
urtMh, ahUii;

ton recently nindo this nwery of an
artist with reference to tbe work of a

fellow painter:
"Why does Itlnnk TnTid tiff and halt

shut his e.v.- - when tie looks at the pic-

tures he is painting? 'When I visited
bis studio the other "day lie made me

Q )t tmK

eit.laiinflotris simple enough."
sa( the other "Mild you ever try to
look at them with your eyes wide

open? Well, tlrtn't; yon can't stand It"
New Vork Tress

He Must Be 8hy.
"Pretty bashful sort of chap. Isn't

her
"Itashful? I should say sa He's tht

kind of fellow w ho d stammer ano
stutter and break and run If oppor
'tunlty came up smiling and tried to
abske bauds wltb nltu St Louis
Kepubllcsn.

80m Wag.
Proud Father lu the sweet garden

of o ir borne, sir. my daughter Is a

blushing rosebud Waggish Vlsitor- -i
And you. of course, are the poppy- .-
Baltlmor American.

! !k . l.--

cuir- -n iHi.is uric "
sas has a chicken that can dance and
trie to oina lie-- Why. the stage b
crowded wltb them already Clncln

i ustl Kiiulrvr

In lleaiimout ii ml Fletcher's piny.
HMO. "Hole a Wife and Have a Wife.'
are then? wordx. which prove tbut the j

were then Knouu In Kugland: "Are i

you at euxe'f Now Is your beart at
ease. Now you buve got a shadow, an
ombrella. to keep tbe world's scorch
Ing opinion from your fair credit."

In I7MU Jonas Hanway died In a

bouse In Bed Liou square. Ue was
tbe first muu who ventured to walk
tbe streets of Loudon wltb an utn I

brclla over tils head. i

Dr. Phebliear was committed In the ,
court of king's bench for a libel and
was sentemed to stand In the pillory,
hot a servant In livery was hired to
bold an nmlirella over bis bead to
keep off the ram

Cowier In the "Tk." 17S4. thus de
scribes tbe country girl wbo dreonen
above her omllnoii:
Expect ner noon wlin foot boy st hei

No lonicer oiurhins for ner awkward load,
tier train ana ner umhrellH all her care

New York Telegram.

A SCIENTIFIC HOAX.

The Steel Eating Worm and the Origin
ot the Mythical Insect.

A letter published In the New YorK

luiigineerliig News from Mr. E. Gyh
bou Spilxhiiry gives the origin of tbe
myth regarding tbe "titeel eating
worm." About IStiti. be says, em
ployees of various Iron, sreel aud
chemical works of the district sur I

rounding Hase, in Germany, used to
, . in rHU, ,n h..w. I

subjects of general Interest, with tbe I

result that a society known as the j

Ulk." wblcb In English slgnlfle
fun," was formed.
Tbe steel eating worm was created

at oue of the meetings and an editor
from one of the neighboring towns wax
made the subject of the Joke. Tbe
"Insect" rvas manufactured from a
piece of guttn percba tube and was ex-

hibited In a bottle half full of scale.
Tbe worm was filled with dilute by
drochlorir acid and when properly dis
turbed with a kIiikh rod it would emit
a drop of the acid, which, tin ntlacklnt
the scale, served to prove that the cor
rosion was due to a secretloiii of tbe
worm mid that the oxides formed h
food

The editor nccepted the exhibit In
good fnlth and published ni, account
of the alleged discovery, with the cod
sequence that If reappeared In manv
other journal mid has since been re
produced eHewhere at vurying Inter-
va a.

An Incident ot Old Japsn.
CZ "'i ? J"' " ilWa

'f- - " Uliil'
ceremony li Hie mikado, and the story
of that reception illustrates remarkably
the transformation nf .Inpnu under Mut
0UOIIO. it uau oecu nxeu tor tne pre ,

vlotis day, but on bis wny to the palace j

Sir Harry I'nrkes was tlenely attacked j

by two Japanese swordsmen So iud
den and furious wns the assault thiXV

n.ne of the eleven men ot tbe CUCji-- t

were wounded. The nose of Mr, Ua
tow's pouy and Sir Harryt pelt were
cut but Sir Harrv hi
Jured ami Vurs.iied we of the assail
ants, iir l'rwnviTilltford "found bim
at he rigfe the strwt with the
headless hoAj-

- or one ot our enemies atpL
tta 'feit.'! The other, a samurai, was I

deirrnuVM and executed: the reception
cante lift next day. and the mikado Is

'stic4 n. dis ree forlildilliig all assaults
Ufoti Toreicners :

Creeping Salt,
Here Is sometliini: in tne course of

uatural phenomena that will Interest
and liistriii t (lie little folk If they look
into it curiously: Into a tumbler bait
full of tviiet dissolve Just as much
common table suit us can be beld iu
soiutiou Let It stand for a few days
and see how tbe salt creeps out of the
water, up the Inside of the glass and
dowu the outsideJust like a thing of
life trying to escape from Its envlrou
ment Aud when alt tbe salt Is ap-

parently out ot prison the water re-

mains as salty as before! It la a pretty
deiiioustrution.

The Honeymoon Over.
"No one comes to see me." said sbe

wearily, "as they did before I was
married "

"Speaking of that fact" aid be, "t
used to call on yon seven evenings In
tbe week at that time Hut I am as
bad off as you-- 1 njw bsv nowhere
to go."

Moving.
n read the letter twice and then

said. "This ta one nf the most moving
pieces of literature I ever saw "

"Is It an appeal for aid?" asked his
wile

"No. It's a note (mm the landlord
paying he bas raised the rent."

Some Difference,
Uewltt-Th- m is a queer wmtd.

.lewett What Is the smtter wltb It?
4l.tn-lt- r . Ilniiu la bMritl

'mate business, hut botiselirenklng is a
rime - New Vork Cress,

railroad OPed. In whos btrnvt there
Is mueh of Cbr'ntmas poet,;'.

-- would not deprive ."imself of the

thoughts and feeling lh"t
from the sight of the Wef-gree-

spruce tree. He was booked to run
hja switch engine up and down in

the local yards, pushing and pulling
at the Unsightly ho cars, anil Rul-

ing 'his assistance to tiie paraV nl
commercial products. His Christmas
tree was with him. On the rear nf

m

the engine It waved In the ircifi,
and felt proud of the fact that It

'Maimed a distinction In being the on-

ly tree on wheels, lit was unusual
ftnd Impressed a, number of men hi

"the railroad station, who ci.tild not;
help commenting on the spirit of the
man who placed It there, It wuss In

fact a striking contrast to the dull

The Patterns
that give Satisfaction
are shown with new
Style suggestions in

The Standard
Fashion
Sheet

For January
"Take One" FREE at our

Pattern Counter.

WESTS
The Quality Store

THE ABSTRACT &
TITLE CO.

La Grande, Ore.
Owners of a complete
and up-to-da- te set of
Abstracts of Union
County, Oregon. All
work guaranteed. Give
tis a trial.
C M L0CKW00D, Mgr

Office in Foley Bldg.

$120.90. Resources. T.n0 090M
W. J. IHCRCH.

Tire President
karl XCXML.

iiin cbr

$

After checking up all flour dealers for 80 days
we find that from all brands of flour sold in La.

(Jrande 75 per cent is j 'j -
LA GRANDE MILLING CO. 'S BLUE STEM
N' ilo you suppose if this flour was not the

'right kind the per cent would shiiw Hp this' Way?

And one moro item: Do you suppose we daie

print anything we am not prove? We are
home fixtures and must make good. 80, now' to

the few who are not Using this particular kind,
ask your grocer to send you a sack. It won't
hurt because they will hand back your money if
it don't do the work. There's nothing cheap
about it, only the price.

We Now Have On Deposit
$800,000.00

of money accumulated by residents of La Grande and the Grande
Monde valley.

black of the engines and Uii linsiii- -
(

limenlnl Tie well' t

Is hetter for the nresence of ttl0i
men," remarked a witness to the odd ; .

"ene. .
.

.
" "-w

lirJ VK O'KKU'KK Ki:i)KB.
tt '

Every community neeils ft humane'
office i

fhl s demoiiBl rated almost every
day. not by Intentional cruel people,
hut by thoughtlessness. It is like

everything else, without a head lax
metbods prevail.

Aa the state law stand toow the
humane situation is nothing more
nor less than a blult. Frequently
someone will Insist that certain prac.
tices be sroped. and they do stop for
the time being, but If it enme to a
show down no one has authority to
act.

TuiB can be remedied very easily
without Increasing the number of

lu the state. Every county
baa a stock Inspector, or some other
official who can and would be glad to!

look after the humane work needed.
A good thing for the legislature to

ooslder. It will cost nothing and
will add greatly to the organization
of every community In Oregon.

TTHT SEKD THE LEGISLATIKE
KEETI

The Mm la rapidly drawing near

for the convening of the state body
. and a word will not be amiss at this
time.

Plainly atating the facta, It would
seem that Oregon with her earnest
desire to accomplish everyhlng tbat
pertalus to tbe general welfare In

a wide open way, la facing a condi-

tio tbat, to all appearances, would

We Now Have Loaned
$700,000.00

to business mea, farmers and others' In this community.
The money deposited here la aot "laid away" a aone of It mightbe If iu owners bad not deposited it, but it ia industriously at wore

all about us. doing good.
By depositing your Income here on open account and paying It out

by heck, you will safeguard your Interests, build your credit aa--
cultivate an acquaintance at a strong financial Institution, whichcan and will belp you wtien you aeed help.

Don't delay, you can begin with a email deposit at the

La Grande National Bank
La Grande, Oregon

Capital S10Q.0M69. Surplus.
FEED J. IIOUUS

Pres'deal
r. l. METERS,

Mkkr


