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ING3 AND
REPAIHS ATTAIN
HUGE TOTALS

NINE MONTHS' REC-
ORD BRINGS UP A
BIG TOTAL

BUILL

NEIGHBORHOOD OF THREE
HUNDRED THOUSAND REACHED

Comfortable Homes, Seattered Over
‘ Entire Clty, Go up During the
Bullding Months —Repnirs Are Many
—Detall Table Shows Wide Hange

of Boom for the City's Buldlings.
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@ NEW BUILIDINGS TOTAL 1IN

& ENORMOUS &
® The total value of new build- =
® ing nnd repairs during the vear &
# fpota up the interesting total of &
@ $2988.077. For a city of the slze ®
@ of La Grande the additfon of 87 ©
& new residences marks this year
@ as u banner one in the bullding
@ line. All of these honses are oc- @
® cupied and there i8 a dearth of
@& desirable dwellings for rent. It
@ means that the city {8 expand- @
® ing at a remarkable rate and
@ that in the near future, It wlll
@ press other citles closie for sec- '
# ond place In respect of popula-

& tion in the state. It means more *
@ ghan that. It means that the city *
@ will bave to be up and doing in ®
municipal affairs, that a polley
in keeping with the size and im- *
@ portance of the eity will have to =
& be adopted and adhered to, if a *
& balanced condition of affairs s =

" to prevall, 4
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If a cliy's progress is determined
by activity !n bullding, then that of
La Grande {8 pronounced. It is re-
grettable that the system of issuing
and recording permits was not In-
augurated sooner, But judging from
the dotalled list of new bullding and
improvements carrled on durlng o
perind of nine months, from and In-
cindiug March up to and Including
December, adn by comparing the to-
tal Improvements and new bulldings
with the nsgessed property value of
the city, it will be seen that almost a
third has been added to property
value In actual cash. The total as-
sessed value hovers beyond the mil-
llon mark. Add to this the sum to-
tal of new bulldings and improve-
ments made during the Inst nine
months, and one gets the encouraging
figure of over §1.300,000,

About 87 bulldings, either new or
upon which substantial repairs are
being made, were under way Dee, 1.

A glance at the fligures will show
how little and how much has been
fnvested in homes. From the humble
figures of $500 growing up to $8.000
we seo along the route of caleulation,
flgures of various dimensions. The
avorage of some forty estimates taken
at random, Including the lowest, In-
termediary and the highest, circles
ahout $2.700

A trip through the city reveals a
variety of styles, From the substan-
tial box shaped house to the up-to-
date bungalow, with cobble stone
chimney, shingle sides and painted
roof, thers is a varlety as great as
that of the prlee paid for them. Many
old touses have tnken an naded
charm by the addition of varicolored
rock porch foundations or the addi-
tlon of ecopncrete porches. Brick
bultdinge have nar hesn manv. hut
those bullt have cost thousands and
are of attractive architecture

Nor s this ~rowth confined to any
one aectlon of the ity South La
Grande Is coming forwacsd In A new
garh, The new additions on the east,

New-Born In
Year Record

AYERAGE AGE OF FATHERS IS
THIRTY-TWO.

—_—

DEATH. RECORP LOW

Race Suleide Not Evident in Comnt's
Denth.Birth Records.

When you look at &4 huge tome and
soo the label: Record of Births or
Record of Deaths, It would convey

little or no (nterest. But a perusal
of the pages might tell st lesst the
story in all ita accuracy of the com-
ing into the world of some tot about
whom you are concerned, Or it might
tell of the passing away of some lov-
ed parent or friend and leave to pos-
terity a record of the fact that tells
how he or she passed off the stage
aof life.
the dry recital of statistics, save for
the doctor or the insurance agent, Nor
can anything deflnite be predicated
from them because of the varying clr-
cumstances that surround each indi-
vidual birth or death, But to the
meditaior a few of the concrete re-
sults will be of Interest, because they
are & gauge of the number of actors
on this life's siage, and predict in a
way what the succeading scencs of
the drama will be, It I8 good te have
some one tell us whether our death
death rate is near the birth rate mark
or whether the pumber of births s
keeping pace with the Inceasing In-
flux of people, The following results
taken from the recorder’s books for

@ the year 1012, will show a number of

significant things:

The number of recorded births for
the past year wns 241, approximate-
Iy 85 per cent of the total mumber
of births in the eounty. Of this num-
ber 122 wer male chlldren and 115
ware female. Of four the sex was
not given. Of these all but one were
white children. The one having the
distinction of belng off color was
little Miss Neumato, whose parents
are from Japan, She Is thercfore a
native born eftlzen and will, when
she arrives at the voting age. be In
line to cast a panm for some aspiring
office seeker.

January was the bonner month In
respect of birthe. Thirty-two saw the
liht of the world durine the frosty
hours of this month. Whether these
tota were born under any of the rul-
Ing planets, or movable nomads, we
are unable to determine, since that
requires & knowledge of astrology.
Amd  astronomy February fulls in
e with a total of 24, March has 18
to its eredit.

In the following months (he num-
ber beging to wane until September
ushers in 27 to cheer the hoarts of
those who think we are cursed with
rnce sulelde. April had n measly 20
to aidd to the population and May, the
brightest of the spring months gave
us but 16, With June, the work in
the fields and in the marts and In the
gardens, kept the women and the
men busy and when the stork rapped
on the.front door and received no re-
spomse he must have fancied there
was no one in the house to take care
of a new citizen and went away. On-
Iy 12 wer left to be cared for during
this month, (n July, with the crops
under way and the men walting for
0Old Sol tg ripen the wheat and the
barley, the famous old bird found 21
good mothers who were glad to take
“a little sunshine” Intp thelr homes.
August recorded 24.  September as
already indicated, takes second place
with 27 to Ite eredit. In October the
record ahowe a falling off, hut It must
be remembered that many of the
birthe as recorded Iln the reglster are
months hehind the actunl date of
birth and will perhaps show up later
In the year or in the beginning of
the next year

A glance at the attending physl-
clan’'s names shows oSt ol tovas Lo
be very prompt to register births and
a number of others to be tardy In
this respect. At the time of gath-
ering the statisties October had con-
tributed 20 to the roll of lads and

Qouth and north end are keeping pace
with ‘growth toward the hill both in
attractive styles and cost. The nd-
Altion of the naw postoflice building
and the Foley office building nrh.!h.f‘_
most expensiva additlons to the ofty's |
realty Both are up-to-date struc-
ares of their kind and are a great
credit to the ity
1t the clty continues to Improve at |
& shin ratio, In ten years from now real |
extate will total shout §5.000,000. Tt
ts lkely that these figures will be
outclipsed. |

The appended list glves In detall
the butldine and repalre for the vear |
from March 1 to Deec. 5. but are un
derostimnted In each cnse for ns-

Aigsment TeAsons.

--mi

(Continwed on page 3, section 2.)

| {lle of

Insses, Novamber 10 and December 1.
Owing to the fact that all the chil
dren bom to date are not recorded In
the reglster ane would think that the
present yedr had been remiss in re-
ppect of the biblical Infunction to peo-
ple the earth., This gives a total of
533, distributed over the year accord-
ing to months, with eight born in no
month at all, according to the reglz-

|ter, which meana whatever you chose

to have it mean According to the
rocord the month of August got a
gneak” an the othar months az ri

gards twins It shows without a
gront deal of searching that the fam
Mr. and Mrs. Ormal S
Mr. and Mre, Chostar Newlin and Mr
and Mre. Morroe Lester wore bleossed
with & palr instead of a single trumg
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There s usually nothing In|

Christmas Eve.

Dream, little child! The shadows fall
Over the land the mystic veil

That hides the morrow from our eyes
Is swaying in the starligh' pale.

Dream, little child! 'Tis Christmas eve.
Dream while the magic hours glide by.

Each wind that blows the snowflakes wild

1s laden with sweet

mystery.

Dream, little child! T
Are painting pictur

Out from the quivering shadows there
You almost hear the thrilling call
Of “Merry Christmas, little maid!
I hope I've brought your heart's desire,”
And Santa's shadow just above
Grows lifelike by the leaping fire.

Dream, little child!

Are shining on the
Dream. little child!

The Christmas air -
Is glowing with your visions bright,
And all the joys tomorrow holds

And may the yvears
To you their richest treasures leave,

And may all happy dreams prove real
That come to you this Christmas eve!

he glowing coals
es on the wall

page of night.

AEMARKABLE 500D FORTUNE HAS
BEEN LOT OF COUNTY THIS YEAR

Father Time and his scythe should
and probably will sever the strings
holding 1912 to existence with con-
slderable reluetancey. The yvear smil-
ed on Unlon &ounty with grins that
extended from y-ear to y-ear if such
4 thing Is possible, No calumits
struck the county-—rather, the mil-
lion and a quarter bushel wheat crop,
unprecedented hay crop, barley, oata
auld oliier siwall gonlus adding o th
exchequers of the farmers. The pros-
perity has been unlimited rain falling
in plenty to produce the very bost
the soll contalned. Books could be
written and every page Interesting,
of the bountiful manner In which the
horn of plenty has been uncorked in
Union ecounty No calling ‘ere s0
hiunble wns without the realm of
prosperity In Hs fullest sense, The
apple erop will run conslderaby ahead
of 800 carloads, and La Grande, Im-
bler and Cove are the chief contribu-

tore to this Immense Item. The
whest, belts about Alleel, Summer-
ville and midvalley, not forgetting
the prosperous farms bYevond Elgin,
have turned forth crops that over-
flowed the granaries r wonld 0
the In vogue here Elgin
will the winter, send out ite
traininads W potatoes the first hbos

wdy gope Sooth, nlon with Its
mugnificent hay grnin appls and
stk prodoets, has progperad; Cove
with her cherrles, had a bountiful

vear, cending out carload after énre

{load of the finest cherries God evar
let grow: from Starkey came herds
of cattle and londs of hay for the
mwinrket to bring fancy prices; Hilgard
Kamela and other wood centors found
good pricea in store for their fusl,
and in La Grande the merchants have
hid w prosperous year indeed; Island
City and her fouring mills and var-
fed industries has thrived during the
Fear: North Powder'e stock was, ke
the ranges of the county, dotted with
sleek, fat animals that went to the
slaughter houses only afer swelling
the purses of the owners.

Were we to cllmb to the uppermonst
| pinnacle of the world and with a high
power microscope pear Into the in-
nermest recesses of Industry, happl-

Cupid Shots
Coming Late

NOVEMBER OUTSHINES JUNE POR
MWARRIAGES.

LEAP YEAR FRUITFUL

Total Number of Cupld-Yietims In
1912 Was Substantial

Dan Cupid evidently had a month
off this year, or the game at which
he directs his darts was so flest that
he falled to make the usual numbe:s
of killings. So busy was everyboily
in the month of June, the month (=
which his alm Is generally the best
that lHitle Dan could not adjust his
sights. But he s golng to get his
quots  wily milly. A gance at the
month of November wil reveal the
fact that after the crops were har-
vosted many a lad ghought of set-
tling down to the good things of 1ife.
not forgetting matrimony, County
Clerk B Wright has determined that
that the montha in which the god of
love hag hig harvest are June and
Decembaor. But the aceumulated
agtrain from June would not Jet [ta
victim rest and hurrled bim to the
altar before the end of the yoear.

Re-Marriages Few,

Moet of the names In the follow-
Ing list are vietlms of Dan's first at-
tempt. In many lnstanees the womin
wha eame back for o second (rial
did not slgn herself “Mrs" but choke
her malden name. The rosior view
which will result [rom n perusal of
the st 1a due to the fact that wo-
men generally war against old age
One npaturally associates buoyant
good health and Infectious eood
spirits with young people. And where
the oircumvyention will  allow the
contract'ng party to hide  those
things that naturally detract, aven
In the imagination, from somethiaz
which everybody looks for, the poetry
of life as expressed In young |overs.
nobody will have any objection, [t
one other subterfuge of the areat
llgt which s to be found in ithe feal-
endar of women, who feel thal wag-
netle quality waning, sand wbo are
compelled to resort to some kiod of
artifice to appeal to the other sex,
On the other hand the experipnce
which is eained in snaring and fowl-
Ing In tha trapping of hushands
makes them pnst masters of the art
where their young s!sters are mera
noviees

Invading Vandals Not Many.

Anather fact Is notleeabls. A teln-
tively small number of lasses were
carried away by Invading vandals,
For the most part they ware "jusl
the girl® for the Unlon county or
Wallowa county boys, which apeaks
well for the judgement of the youth-
ful Romeos. In comparison witd the
preceding year It will be seen that
there was more game In this ection
of the country for the little bowmun
this year than last, Last year (bere
were all told 178 marriages recarded
for the county., This year the num-
ber {8 In exceas of that number by
several The following will be In-
teresting, showing the time ol the
marringe and the contracting part ea.

Wm, Frall, Multnomah, May Rader,
Union county, Jan, 2.

Orla D, Keefer, Lottle A, Tuttle,
Jan. 6

Wi, Hudson, Emma Lals Lea, Jan
fth

Albert Glelny, Minnle M. Sucher.
Jan, 27.

Albert Ecklund, Rosa E. Bell, Jan
16th.

Jas. Hudson, Myrtle Pullam Jan
20th.

Daniel Sinclalr, Minnle J. Me-
Laughlin, Jan. 20,

Clifford Kall, Ruby Juanita Antles
Jan., 2.

Trell Coleman, Wallowa county.
Cora Brandon, Union county, Jan. 24

ness and health of Unlon county at
any time during the year now nlmost |
acralled on history's pages, wo would |
find nothing to discourage, nothlng to
cause a thought of pain, Would that |

1913 should be as kind

Don't spend much time on a fellow
{who buys his Christmas presenta
"‘!-"'H a ".13\“ or !“.’ house \ f'!li‘[‘

| who doesn’t buy from the home store |

'Ilun'l' likely to marry A home elirl

| Glirls, what do you think of the|

|fellow who geis 1 wlfe through a
ad? Or a

‘ matrimonial

(‘hr!xtmml
present out of a eatalog?

Prank RB. Conner, Carmen Stod-
dard, Jan, 28
Chas. R. Broughton, Dessie Davis;
Jan. 37,

John E. Bates, Florence Reed. Feb,
ith

Rrooka Campbell, Kate M. Har-
mon, Feh, 11

Alva Carder, Nottie Woodeil; Feb
14th.

B 1L Ouley, Vanouver, B, C. Bes-
afe Pack, U'nion county, Feb 19

F. M. Greenough Mrs. L. A Rutter,
Fab 21

Roynl €. Hardy, Mary J. Rysdam,
Feb, 21

Harvey H. HuMunan, Bessle Tobin,
Fab, 26,

Bob R Grider. Nellle Monroe, Feb
28th

Elbert 11, Head. Spokane, Leana M
Langley, U'nlan county, Fah. 20,

Wm. A MeKenzie, Dorothy May
Erla, March 4,

Nelle Heonsen, Mattle E. Peasbler,

Mareh 7.

Bdwnrd A. Shelvin, Wallowa coun

soctlon 2)
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BANK HOMETD
BE BUILT THE
COMING YENR

U. 8. NATIONAL TO EN-
LARGE ITS BUILD,
ING

THREE.STORY STRUCTURE

TO BE MODERN IN DETAIL
Among the Bullding Projects Looked
Formard to With Interest Nex#
Year Is Proposed Bank Bulldlng—
Grande Ronde Cash Also Coniem.
plates Bullding Big Institation
Soon.

One of the Improvements that Is
looked forward to with much pride
for next season {6 the extenslon of
the United States National bank
bullding. In spenking of the propos-
ed bullding, T. J. Scroggins, cashler
of the tank, sald today:

“We are no; mak'tg any talk yet
about the new bullding but it I8 prac-
tically certain of construction. Plans
are now under way for It and the In-
tention s to start the work with the
opening of bullding weather next year
The present bhuilding will remaln as
It stands but two stories will be add-
ed In helght and the forty feel of
ground In the rear of the present
bullding will be covered, making a
bullding 110 feet long and three stor-
les high, [t will be mndern In every
way, with tile Noors, slectric eleva-
tor and congtructed In the very beat
manner poaaible. We [feel that this
will be a proper home for the United
States Natlonnl bank and wlll also
anawer the many demands we have
for oNice. yoomg on this seemingly
Important buglness corner,”

That the United States Natbonal
bank officers have made no mistake
In thelr coneclusions !s heyond ques-
tlon, for thelr loecdtlon Is immediate-
Iy In the heart of the business dis-
trlet, ‘The building they propose to
erect will be a eclnss A hullding
which means that fireproofl constrie-
tion will prevall throughout.

The new structure will be in keap-
Ing with the steady growih and ad-
vancement of this financial Institu-
tlon, which although not old In years
shows a remuarkably healthy condi-
tlon and an extensive volume of bus-
nass. - |

BIG WAREHOUSE LIKELY.

Grande Ronde Cash Company Hax a
New Structure Planned,

Apother blg bullding project and
one¢ that will add to the wholesila
bullding district, '8 a big warehouse
that the Grande Ronde Cash com-
pANY, wholesalers, contemplata
mllding next year. Durlng the year
1912 two blg wholeanle grocery hous-
e, the La Grande Grocery company
and the La Grande Grocery company,
Ine, moved Into large commodious
quarters and If the Grande Ronds
Cash company bullds the eoming
year it will be In the same localily
as they now live, which will mean
that the wholesale district will be
kept cloge torether for years to come,

L

NEW BUILDINGS WISE,

Much Improvement at Union Durlog
the Past Year,

Union, Dee, 24.—(Special) —
Much improvemon! haz LUz rolug
on in Unlon this fall in the bullding
line, which adde very muooch to the
beauty and atiractiveness of this lit-
tle elty

Among the new bulldings that have
been completed this fall are the Lo
A, Wright drag store, library, and
electric theatre, all being modern,
up-<to-date brick bulldings. The new
bullding occupied by the L. A, Wright
Drig company la a 25x70 two story
brick building, with oflice rooms on
the second floor. The drug store, on
the firat Noor, has plenty of room,
and has everything neatly arranged
In the new quarters

Taeave [t to Mr, Wright to keep
ap with the times and Improve every
apportunity to kesp ahreast of the
movement for a larger and more
beautiful Unlon.

The new electric thoedtre bullding,

Ore,,

which fa ownoed by a atock cotmpany
and Ils now ready for occupancy, ia
In well arranged, commodious hulld-
|ing and a ersdit to any town the size
of Unfon,




